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PREFACE. 


This book is written in pursuance of a plan 
which I have long had in mind. 1 had taken 
a first step in publiKsliing a number of articles in 
the American Law Review, but 1 should luirdly 
have attempted the task of writing a connected 
treatise at the present time, had it not been for 
the invitation to deliver a course of Lectures at 
the Lowell Institute in Boston. That invitation 
encouraged me to do Avhat was in my power to 
accomplish my wish. Tlie necessity of j)reparing 
for the Lectures made it easier to go farther, and 
to prepare for printing, and accordingly I did so. 
I have made such use as I thought fit of ihy 
articles in flie Law Review, but much of w^at 
has been taken from that source has Imen re¬ 
arranged, rewritten, and enlarged, and the greater 
part of the work is new. The Lectures as actu¬ 
ally delivered were a good deal simplified, and 
were twelve in number. Tlie twelftl^t however, 
was a summary of the foregoing eleven, and has 
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been omitted, as not necessary for a readfir^ifli 
the book before him. • 

The limits of sucli an undertaking as the pres¬ 
ent must necessarily be more or less ai’biti*ary. 
Those to which I have contined myself* have 
been fixed in })art by tlie limits of the coiirse 
for which the Lectures were written. I have 
therefore not attem])ted to deal witli Equity, and 
have even excluded those subjects, like Bills and 
Notes, or Partnership, which would iiaturally re¬ 
quire an isolated treatment, and which do not 
promise to throw light on general theory. If, 
within the bounds which I have set myself, any 
one should feel inclined to reproach me for a 
want of greater detail, I can only quote the 
words of Lehuerou, ^‘Nous faisons une tlidorie 
et non un spicilege.” 

O. W. HOLMES, Jb. 

* 

Boston, February 8, 1881. 
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THE COMMON LAW. 


LKCTUEE I. 

EARLY FORMS OP LIABILITY. 

The object of this book is to present a general view of 
the Common Law. To accomplish the task, other tools 
are needed besides logic. It is something to show that 
the consistency of a system requires a particular result, but 
it is not all. The life of the law has not been logic; it 
hy been experience. The felt necessities of the time, the 
I^evalent moral and political theories, intuitions of public 
^licy, avowed or unconscious, even the prejudices which 
judges share with their fellow-men, have had a good deal 
more to do than the syllogism in determining the rules hy 
which men should be governed. The law embodies the 
atoiy of a nation’s development through many centuries, 
tad it caanot be dealt with as if it contained only the 
axioms and cbrollariek of a book of mathematics. In 
u^der to know what it is, we must know what it has 
mid what it tends to become. We must dltereately 
history and existing theories of legislation. But 
the most difficult labor will be to understand the com- 
teatkui of the two into new products at jf^ery stage, 
substance of the law at any given time pretty nearfy 
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correspondB, so far as it goes, with what is tiie& and^P- 
atood to' be convenient; but its form and madiinety, and 
tiie degree to which it is able to work out desired results, 
depend very much upon its past 

In Massachusetts to-day, while, on the one nand, there 
are a great many rules which are quite sufSciently a<^/‘ 
counted for by their manifest good sense, on the other,^ I 
there are some which can only be understood by reference | 
to the infancy of procedure among the German tribes, or 
to the social condition of Rome under the Decemvirs. * 

I shall use the history of our law so far as it is necessary 
to explain a conception or to interpret a rule, but no 
further. In doing so there are two errors equally to be 
avoided both by writer and reader. One is that of sup¬ 
posing, because an idea seems very familiar and natural to 
us, that it has always been so. Many things which we 
take for granted have had to be laboriously fought out 
or thought out in past times. The other mistake ^is 
the opposite one of asking too much of history. Wc 
start with man full grown. It may be assumed that 
the earliest barbarian whose practices are to be considr 
ered, had a good many of the same feelings and passions 
as ourselves. 

The first subject to be discussed is the general theory 
of liability civil and criminal. The Common taw has 
changed a good deal since the beginning Of our series of 
reports, and the search after a theory which may Aow be 
said to prevail is very much a study of tendende8. il 
believe that it will be instructive to go back to the early 
forms of liability, and to start from them. 

It is c(^rmonly known that the early forms of 
procedure were grounded in vengeance. Modem writers 
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Ifove thought that the Roman law started from the blood 
feud# and* all the authorities agree that the German law 
begun in that way. The feud led to the composition, at 
first optional, then compulsory, by wduch the feud Was 
bought off. The gradual encroachment of the composi- 
tioii m:ay be traced in the Anglo-Saxon laws/ and the feud* 
was pretty well broken up, though not extihguished, by the 
time of William the Conqueror. The killings and house- 
bumings of an earlier day became the appeals of mayhem 
and arson. The appeals de jMce et plagis and of mayhem 
became, or rather were in substance, the action of trespass 
^hich is still familiar to lawyers.^ But as the compensa¬ 
tion recovered in the appeal was the alternative of ven¬ 
geance, we might expect to find its scoi)e limited to the 
soope of vengeance. Vengeance imports a feeling of blame, 
and an opinion, however distorted by passion, that a wrong 
has been done. It can hardly go very far beyond the case 
oj a harm intentionally inflicted: even a dog distinguishes 
between being stumbled over and being kicked. 

. Whether for this cause or another, the early English 
appeals for personal violence seem to have been confined 
to intentional wrongs. Olanvill ^ mentions mdl<5es, blows, 
and wounds, — all forms of intentional violence. In the 
fuller description of such appeals given by Bractoii ^ it is 
made <|uite clear that they were based on intentional 
assaults. Thd appeal de pace et plagis laid an intentional 
assault, described the nature of the arms used, and the 
Imigth and depth of the wound. The appellov also had 

' i E. g. lae, c, 74 ; Alfred, c. 42 ; Etbelred, IV. 4, § 1. 

^ Braot., fol. 144, 145; Fleta, 1. c. 40, 41 ; Co. Lit 126 b ; Hawkitu^ 
2, ch. 23, § 16. 

• I4b. I. c. 2, ,cid 

* Bract., fol. 144 a, ^^amUtu prcemeditcetoJ* 
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to show that he immcdiiitely rained the hue and tiry. So 
when firacton speaks of the lesser offences, v/hich were 
not sued by way of appeal, he instances only intentional 
wrongs, such as blows with the list, flogging, wounding, 
insults, and so forth.^ The cause of action in the oases 
of trespass reported in the earlier Year Books and in the: 
Abbreviatio Placittariun is always an intcTitional wrong. ' 
It was only at a later day, and after argument, that trea-1 
pass was exteTide<l so as to embrace hams which were 
foreseen, but which were not the intended consequence of 
the defendant’s act.^ Thence again it extended to unfore¬ 
seen injuries.® 

i 

It will be seen that this order of development is not 
quite consistent with an oi)iuion which has been held, 
that it was a (diaracteristic of early law not to penetrate 
beyond the external visible fact, the damnum corpwre 
corpori datum. It has been thought that an iiuiuiry into 
tho internal condition of the defendant, his culpability or 
innocence, implies a refmoment of juridical conception 
equally foreign to Romo before the Lex Aquilia, and to 
England when trespass took its shape. I do not know 
any very satisfactory evidence that a man was generally 
held liable either in Rome * or England for tho accidental 
consequences even of his own act. But whatever may 
have been the early law, the foregoing account shows tho 
starting-point of the system with which we have to deal. 
Our system of private liability for the consequences of a 
man’s o\^ acts, that is, for his trespasses, started from the 
notion of actual intent and actual personal culpability: 

The original principles of liability for harm inflicted by 

1 Fol. 15^ cf. 103 b. 2 Y. B. 6 Ed. IV. 7, pi. IS. 

* Ibid., and 21 H. YU. 27, pi. 6. * D. 47. 9, 0. 
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aiiot;ber«person or thing have been less carefully considered 
hitherto than those wiiicli governed trespass, and I shall 
therefore devote the rest of this Lecture to discussing 
them. I shall try to show that this liability also had its 
root in the passion of revenge, and to point out the 
changes by which it reached its present form. But I 
sliall not confine myself strictly to what is needful for 
that purpose, because it is not only most interesting to 
trace the transformation throughout its whole extent, but 
the story will also afford an instructive example of the 
mode in which the law has grown, without a break, from 
barbarism to civilization. Furthermore, it 'wUl throw 
much light upon some imjiortant and peculiar doctrines 
which camiot be returned to later. 

A very common plicnoincnon, and one very familiar to 
the student of history, i.s this. The customs, beliefs, or 
needs of a primitive time establivsh a rule or a formula. 
In^thc course of centuries the custom, belief, or necessity 
disappears, but the rule remains. The reason which gave 
rise to the rule lias been forgotten, and ingenious, minds 
set themselves to inquire how it is to be accounted for. 
Some ground of policy is thought of, which seems to ex- 
plaiu it and to reconcile it with the present state of things; 
and then the rule adapts itself to the new reasons which 
have been found for it, and enters on a now career. The 
bid form receives a new content, and in time even the 
form modifies itself to fit the meaning which it has re¬ 
ceived. The subject under consideration iUustjrates this 
course of events very clearly. 

I will begin by taking a medley of examples embodying 
as many distinct mlcs, each with its plausible an^ seemingly 
sufficient ground of policy to explain it. 
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man had an animal of known ferocious lirhidi 

escapes Imd does his nciglibor damage* He ¥ 5 aa prove 
that the animal escaped thi-ough no negligence of his, 
but still he is held liable. 'Why ? It is, says the analyti¬ 
cal jurist, because, although he was not negligent at thn 
. moment of escape, he was guilty of remote heedlessness, or 
negligence, or fault, in having such a creature at all. And 
one by whose fault damage is done ought to pay for it. 

A baker’s man, while driving his master’s cart to deliver 
hot rolls of a morning, runs another man down. The mas¬ 
ter has to pay for it. And when he has asked why he should 
have to pay for the wrongful act of an independent attd 
responsible being, he luis been answered from the time of 
Ulpian to that of Austin, that it is because he was to 
blame for employing an imi)roper person. If he answers, 
that he used the greatest possible care in choosing his 
driver, he is told that that is no excuse; and then perhaps 
the reason is shifted, and it is said that there ought to be 
a remedy against some one who can pay the damages, or 
that such wrongful acts as by ordinary human laws are 
likely to happen in the course of the service are imputable 
to the service. 

Next, take a case where a limit has been set to liabil¬ 
ity which had previously been unlimited. In 1851, Con¬ 
gress passed a law, which is still in force, and by which the 
owners of ships in all the more common cases of maritime 
loss can surrender the vessel and her freight then pending 
to the losers; and it is provided that, thereupon, further 
proceedings against the owners shall cease. Ih^e legi^kr 
tors to whom we owe this act argued that, if a merchant 
embark a p^ion of his property upon a hazardous venture, 
it*is reasQusmle that his stake should be confined to what 
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li^ at riski — a principle similar to that on wMch 
oorporatioiis have been so largely created in *America 
during the last fifty years. 

It has been a rule of criminal pleading in England down 
into the present century, that an indictment for homicide 
must set forth the value of the instrument causing the 
death, in order that the king or his grantee might claim 
forfeiture of the deodand, as an accursed thing,” in the 
language of Blackstone. 

1 might go on multiplying examples; but these are 
enough to show the remoteness of the points to be 
brought together. — As a first step towards a general¬ 
ization, it will be necessary to consider what is to be 
found in ancient and independent systems of law. 

There is a well-known passage in Exodus,^ which we 
shall have to remember later: If an ox gore a man or a 
woman, that they die : then the ox shall be surely stoned, 
and his fiesh shall not be eaten; but the owner of the 
ox’^hall be quit.” When we turn from the Jews to the 
Greeks, we find the principle of the passage just quoted 
erected into a system. Plutarch, in his Solon^ tells us 
that a dog that had bitten a man was to be delivered 
up bound to a log four cubits long. Plato made elabo¬ 
rate provisions in his Laws for many such cases. If a 
slaye killed a man, he was to be given up to the relatives 
of the. deceased** If he wounded a man, he was to be 
giy^ Up to the injured party to use him as he pleased.® 
So if he did damage to which the injured par^ did not 
c(mtribiite as a joint cause. In either case, H the owner 

1 xxi. 28. ' . 

* ix., Tr., Bk. IX. p. 487; Boha's Tr., pp.JB78, 879. 

* S', Jowett, 449; Bohn, 397. ^ 
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Med to surrender the slave, he. was bound to mal^e , good 
the lo^.^ If a beast killed a man, it was to be ^aia and 
cast beyond the borders. If an inanimate thing caused 
death, it was to be cast beyond the borders in like, man^ 
ner, and expiation was to be made.^ Nor was all this an. 
ideal creation of merely imagined law, for it was' 6aid 
in one of the speeches of iEschines, that we bani^ be¬ 
yond our borders stocks and stones and steel, voiceless 
and mindless things, if they chance to kill a man; and 
if a man commits suicide, bury the hand that struck the 
blow afar from its body.” This is mentioned quite as an 
every-day matter, evidently without thinking it at all ex¬ 
traordinary, only to point an antithesis to the honors heaped 
upon Demosthenes.® As late as the second century after 
Christ the traveller Pausanias observed with some surprise 
that they still sat in judgment on inanimate things in the 
Piytaneum.^ Plutarch attributes the institution to Draco^® 

In the Roman law we find the similar principles of the 
mmB deditio gradually leading to further results. TKe 
Twelve Tables (451 b. o.) provided that, if an animal had 
done damage, either the animal was to be surrendered or 
the damage paid for.® We learn from Gains that the same 
rule was applied to the torts of children or slaves,’ and 
tiiere is some trace of it with regard to inanimate things. 

The Roman lawyers, not looking beyond their own 

^ xiv., Jowett, 509 j Bohn, 495. • 

* acii., Jowett, 443, 444 ; Bohn, 888. 

» K«rA KriTcrt^. 244, 245. * 1. 28 (11). » Solon., 

* *^Si quftdmpes pauperieln fecisse dicptur aetio ex l^e duodeoini 
tahiikrQm descendit; qute lex voluit, aut dari [id] quod nocuit, id (isd:, 
id animal, quod noxiam commisitaut estiinationem noxise ofiElehu’* B.. 
9. 1. 1, pr.; Just. Inst 4. 9 ; XU Tab., VIII. 6. 

^ Gaii §§ 75, 78; D. 9. 4. 2, § 1. “Si servos fortil^ fhxit 

no^pam ve noxi^* XIl Tab., XII. 2. Cf. Just. lust. 4. 8,1 
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fipile&i .or their own time, drew on thmr wits R>r an 
enjpianiition which would show that the law as they found 
it was reasonable. Gaius said that it was unjust that the 
jfattlt of children or slaves should be a source of loss to 
their parents or owners beyond their own bodies, and 
Uifnan reasoned that a fortiori this was true of things ^ 
devoid of life, and therefore incapable of fault.^ 

This way of approaching the question seems to deal with 
the right of surrender as if it were a limitation of a liability 
incurred by a parent or owner, wdiich would naturally and 
in the first instance be unlimited. But if that is wbat 
was meant, it puts the cart before the horse. The right 
of sixrrender was not introduced as a limitation of liability, 
but, in Borne and Greece alike, payment was introduced 
as ihe alternative of a failure to surrender. 

The action was not based, as it would be nowadays, 
an the fault of the parent or owner. If it had been, it 
would always have been brought against the person who 
hM control of the slave or animal at the time it did the 
hfiMCm complained of, and who, if any one, was to blame for 
ii€)t preventing the injury. So far from this being the 
oonzae, the person to be sued was the owner at the time 
of suing. The action followed the guilty thing into whose¬ 
soever hands it came.® And in curious contrast with 
the prinpiple as inverted to meet still more modern views 
of public po^jicy, if the animal was of a wild nature, 
that is, in iJie very case of the most ferocious animals, 
the owner ceased to ,be liable the moment it escaped, 
because sdi that moment he ceased to be owner.® There 

1 D. 2. 7, 1, 2 ; Gau Inst. IV. § 75. 

, * seqoitur." D. 9. 1. 1, § 12 ; Inst. 4. 8, § 6. 

• Qnia de^nit dominus esse iibi fera evasit.” D. 9.^ 1, § 10'; Inst 
, 4. 9, pr. Compare May v. Burdett, 9 Q. B. 101, 113. 
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seems to have been no other or more extensive liabit^ 
by the ohl law, even where a slave was guilty, with hi^ 
nmsterV knowledge, unless perhaps he was a mere tool 
in his master’s hands.^ Gaius and Ulpian showed an in^ 
dInation to cut the noaxB deditio down to a privilege of 
the owner in case of misdeeds committed without hifii 
* knowledge; but Ulpian is obliged to admit, that by the 
ancient law, according to Celsus, the action was noxal 
where a slave was guilty even with the privity of his 
master.* 

All this shows very clearly that the liabilil^ of the 
owner was merely a way of getting at the slave or animal 
which was the immediate cause of ofTence. In other 
words, vengeance on the immediate offender was the 
object of the Greek and early Roman process, not indem¬ 
nity from the master or owner. The liability of the 
owner was simply a liability of the offending thing. In 
the primitive customs of Greece it was enforced by a 

judicial process expressly directed against the object, anf- 

* 

mate or inanimate. The Roman Twelve Tables made the 
owner, instead of the thing itself, the defendant, but did 
not in any way change the ground of liability, or affect 
its limit. The change was simply a device to allow the 
owner to protect his interest.® 

But it may be asked how inanimate objects came to be 

1 D. 19. 6. 14, § 3 ; Plin. Nat. Hist,. XVIIL 3, 

* ** In lege autiqua si servns sciente domino fortnin fecit, rel eliaXn 

noxiam coroiuislt, servi nomine actio est noxalis, nec dominus ano mamiiie 
tenetor.” P. 9 . 4. 2. * ' 

* Gains, Inst. lY, § 77, says that a noxal action may change to a di¬ 
rect, and, conversely, a direct action to a noxal. If a pateffa3iiUlia8 eom- 
mits a tort, and then id adopted or hecoidsB a slave, a noxal aetioa now 
lias against his faster in place of the direct one against hitwsff ai the 
wtong-doer. Jus* Inst. 4. 8, § 5. 



EARLY FORMS OF LIABILITY. 11 

pun^ited itt this way, if the object of the procedure was 
to gratify the passion of revenge. Learned men have 
been ready to find a reason in the pei’SoniRcation of mam> 
mate nature coiuinon to savages and children, and there 
is much to confirm this view. Without such a personifiea- 

anger towards lifeless things would have been transi- 

♦ 

toiy, at most. It is noticeable that the commonest exam¬ 
ple in the most primitive customs and laws is that of a 
tree which falls upon a man, or from which he falls and 
is killed. Wo can conceive with comparative ease how 
n tree might Inive been put on the same footing with 
animals. It certainly was treated like them, and was 
delivered to the relatives, or chopped to pieces for the 
gratification of a real or simulated passion.^ 

In the Athenian process there is also, no doubt, to be 
traced a diflerent thought. Expiation is one of the ends 
most insisted on by Plato, and appears to have been the 
purpose of the proccilure mentioned by /Escbincs, Some 
p^sages in the Roman historians which will be mentioned 
again seem to point in the same direction.^ 

Another peculiarity to be notiecd is, that the liability 
seems, to have been regarded as attached to the body 
doing the damage, in an almost physical sense. An un¬ 
trained intelligence only imperfectly performs the analysis 
by which Jurists carry responsibility back to the beginning 
of a dimn of. causation. The hatred for anything giving 
ns pain, which wreaks itself on the manifest cause, and 
Wbidi leads even civilized man to kick a door when it 
pinches his finger, is embodied in the mx<B aeditia and 

*, LL Alfred, c. 13; 1 Tylor, Primitive Cultnre, Am. ed,, p. 285 4 } 

Beim, Heatal md Moral Science, Bk. TT1. ch. 8, p. 261. 

,» FIotob, Epitome, 11. 18. Cf. Livy, IX. 1, 8, Vlll. 89 j Zoiutraa, 
YIL 28, ed. Riebukr* vol. 43, pp, 98, 99. 
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other kindred doctrines of early Roman law. There is ap 
drfective passage in Gains, which seems to say that liabil¬ 
ity may sometimes be escaped by giving up even the dead 
body of the offender.^ So Livy relates that, Brutuliis 
Papins having caused a breach of tmce with the Romans, 
the Samnites determined to surrender him, and that, upon 
'nis avoiding disgrace and punishment by suicide, they 
sent his lifeless body. It is noticeable that the surrender 
seems to be regarded as the natural expiation for the 
breach of treaty,^ and that it is ecpially a matter of course 
to send the body when tlie wrong-doer has perished.® 

The most curious examples of this sort occur in the 
region of what we shouhl now call contract. Livy again 
furnishes an example, indeed, the last is not one. The 
Roman Consul Postumius concluded the disgraceful peace 
of the Caudinc Forks (per spousioiiem y as Livy says, denying 
the common story that it per /mdus), and he was sent 

to Rome to obtain tlie sanction of the people. When there 
however, he proposed that the i)ersons who had made th^ 

* Gaii Inst. IV. § 81. I give the reading of Huschke: “Lii’ei*e 
enim etiam, si fato is fuerit, mortuus, niorlnum dare ; nara quamquam 
• dixlmus, non etiam permissurn rcis usse, et inortuos homines dedore, tarnen 
et si quis eurn dedcrit, qui fato suo vita exce.s,serit, seque liberatur.” 
Ulpian’s statement, in D. 9. I. 1, § 13, that the action is gone if the 
animal dies a7itc hletn coiUcsUita7ii, is directed only to the point that 
liability is founded on possession of the thing. 

® Bello contra fmdUs suscepto.” 

® Livy, VIII. 39 : “ Vir. .. hand dnbie proxhnarum indneiaram ruptor. 
Be eo coacti referre prajtores deeretum fecenint ‘ Ut Brutulus Papius 
Romanis dederetur.' . , . Fetifdes Romam, nt censuerunt, missi, et corpus 
Brutuli exanirUe: ipse morte. voluntaria ighoroinine se ac supplicio 
subtraxit. Plaonit cum corpore bona <juoque ejus de,di.” Of. Zonarss, VII. 
26, ed. Niebuhr, vol. 43, p. 97 : T',fu atrlav rov vdXifwv "PoareiJXijj 
$VPar^ ira,i* aiJroij ■iiriypdipoin-es • uv rd Sard^ iirel tpOdffus iK^Pot Stf- 
Xc^pbraro See fiirtlior Livy, V. 86, “ postulatamqu© ut 

pro jure gemtinm violate Fabii dederentnr,’' and Ib. 1. 82. 
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' contract, inchuling himself, should be given tip in satislac^ 
tiott of it. For, he said, the Roman people nbt having 
sanctioned the agreement, who is so ignorant of the 
fetialium as not to know that they arc released from ob¬ 
ligation by surrendering us? The formula of surrender 
seems to bring the case within the noxm deditio} Cicerq 
narrates a similar surrender of Maiieinus by the pater- 
patratus to the Nuiuantines, who, however, like the Sam- 
nites in the former csise, refused to receive him.^ 

It might be asked what analogy could have been found 
between a breach of contract and those wrongs which excite 
the <lesire for vengeance. But it must be remembered that 
the distinction between tort and breaches of contract, and 
^)ecially between the remedies for the two, is not found 
ready made. It is conceivable that a procedure adapted 


to redress for violence was extended to other cases as 
they febse. Slaves were surrendered for theft as well as 


IX. 5, 8, 9, 10. “Num <iuo(I dpditione noatra negant exsolvi 
religidue poptilum, id istoa niiigi.s ue dcdaiiiur, (piam quia ita se res haboat, 
dieeve, quis adtvo juris Ictialmui ex^xirs e.st, qni ignorot - ” The formula of 
smteuder was as follows . “ C}uaiulo<pie liisee homines injussu populi Romatii 
Quiritium feedus ictuin iri spoiioiidenint, atqne oh earn rem noxam nooiie- 
ruut; ob cam rem, quo popnlus Rornanus scelero imjiio sit solutus, hosce 
homines vobis dodo.*' Cf. Zoiuiras, VII. 26, ed. Niebuhr, vol. 43, pp, 98, 


99. 


* Do Orator. I. 40, and elsewhere. It is to be noticed that Floms, in 
his account, says deiMionc Mancini expiaini. Epitome, II. 18. It has 
already been observed that the eases mentioned by Livy seem to suggest 
that, the object of the surrender was expiation, as much as they db that it 
was satisfaction of a contract. Zonaras says, Postumius and Calvinns 
e/s iilAitTiods alrlav at>adcxofjt.^Pwv. (VIT. 26, ed. Niebul<r, Vol. 43^ ppu 
98, 99.) Cf. ib. p, 97. Compare Serv. ad Virg. Eelog. tV. 43: **Inl®gibna 
Ntitftse cauturn cat, ut si quis imprudens occidisset hominera pro capita 
occisi et natis [agnatis ? Huselike] ejd« in concione offerret arietem.** Id. 
Geor, 111. 887, and Fesths, Subigare. But Wordsworth’a 

Fragments and Specimens of Early Latin, note to XII T^., XU. 2, p. 588. 
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for as^ult; ^ and it is said that a debtor who did itoi 
his debts, or a seller who failed to deliver an aa^icle for 
which he had been paid, was dealt with on the same foot¬ 
ing as a thief.^ This line of thought, together with the 
quasi material conception of legal obligations as binding 
c the ofiending body, which has been noticed, Would peihaps 
explain the vvcU-knowii law of the Twelve Tables as to in¬ 
solvent debtors. According to that law, if a man was 
indebted to several creditors and insolvent, after certmn 
formalities they might cut up his body and divide it among 
them. If there was a single creditor, he might put His 
debtor to death or sell him as a slave.® 

If no other right were given but to reduce a debtor to 
slavery, the law might be taken to look only to compensa¬ 
tion, and to be modelled on the natural working of self- 
redress.^ The principle of our own law, that taking % 
man’s body on execution satisfies the debt, although he is 
not detained an hour, seems to be explained in that way. 
But the right to put to death looks like vengeance, aSd 
the division of the body shows that the debt was conceived 
very literally to inhere in or bind the body with a vincidum 


jtMris, 

Whatever may be the true explanation of surrender in 
connection with contracts, for the present purpose we need 
not go further than the common case of 710X<b deditio for 
wrongs. Neither is the seeming adhesion 'of liability to 
the very body which did the harm of the first importance. 


1 D. 9. 4. s. 

* 2 Tissot, Droit Penal, 615; 1 Ihoring, Oeist d. Kom. B., § 14; 4 id.$ SA 

* AixL Gell. l^octes Attici, 20. 1 ; Quintil. Inat. Orat, 9. 6. S4; 
Tertull. Apol., 0 . 4. 

* Cf. Varro, Lingua Latina, VI.: “ Liber, qui snas Oporaa aaitTitii1» 
pro peennia, quain debeat, dura solveret Nexus Tooatur.” 
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The Kpman law dealt mainly with living creatures, — with 
l^nimals and slaves. If a man was run over, it did not sur¬ 
render the wagon which crushed him, but the ox which 
drew the wagon.^ At tins stage the notion is easy to un¬ 
derstand. The desire for vengeance may be felt as strongly 
against a slave as against a freeman, and it is not without 
example nowadays that a like passion should be felt against 
an animal. The surrender of the slave or beast empowered 
llie injured party to do his will upon them. Payment by 
the owner was merely a privilege in case he wanted to buy 
the vengeance off. 

It will readily be imagined that such a system as has 
been described could not last when civilization had ad¬ 
vanced to any considerable height. What had been the 
privilege of buying off vengeance by agreement, of paying 
the damage instead of surrendering the body of the of¬ 
fender, no doubt became a general custom. The Aquilian 
law, passed about a couple of centuries later than the date 
of the Twelve Tables, enlarged the sphere of compensation 
Tot bodily injuries. Interpretation enlarged the Aquilian 
law. Masters became personally liable for certain wrongs 
committed by their slaves with their knowledge, where pre¬ 
viously they were only bound to surrender the slave*® If 
a pack-mule threw off his burden upon a passer-by because 
he had been improperly overloaded, or a dog which might 
have been restrained escaped from his master and bit any 
me, l^e old npxal action, as it was called, gave way to 
an action under the new law to enforce a general per¬ 
sonal liability.® 

Still later, ship-owners and innkeepers were made liable 

, 1 p. 9.1.1, $ 9. But of. 1 Hale, P. C. 420, 

a D. 9. 4. 2, 81. 8 D. 9. 1,1, « 4, 5. 
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OB they were wrong-docfTs for wrongs* commiUed'%those 
in their‘employ on board ship or in the t^7ern« although 
of course committed without their knowledge. The true 
reason for this exceptional responsibility was the except 
tionsd confidence which was necessarily reposed in carriers 
, and innkeepers.^ But some of the jurists, who n^arded 
the surrender of children and slaves as a privilege, intended 
to ,limit liability, explained this new liability on the ground 
that the innkeeper or ship-owner was to a certain degree 
guilty of negligence in having employed the services of bad 
men.® This was the first instance of a master being made 
unconditionally liable for the wrongs of his servant. Th<* 
reason given for it was of general application, and the 
principle expanded to the scope of the reason. 

The law as to shiivowners and innkeepers introduced 
another and more startling innovation. It made them 
responsible when those whom they employed were free, as 
well as when they were slaves.® For the first time one 
man was made answerable for the wrongs of another 
was also answerable luiiiself, and who had a standino' before 
the law. This was a great cliange from the bare permission 
to ransom one’s slave as a privilege. But here we have 
the history of the whole modem doctrine of master and 
servant, and principal and agent. All servants are now as 
free and as liable to a suit as their masters. Yet the prin¬ 
ciple introduced on special grounds in a special case, when 
servants were slaves, is now the general law of this country 
and Bngland, and under it men daily have to pay large 
sums for other people’s acts, in which they had no part apd 

I 

» D. f 9. 1, § 1 ; ib. 7, § 4. 

a Gaius in 44. 7\ 6, g 6 ; Just. Inst, 4. 5, § 3. 

* L. 4. 9. 7,*pr. 
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fk>r wluch they are in no seitse to blame. And to this day 
the reason ofiered by the Boman jurists for an exceptional 
rule is made to justify this universal and unlimited respon¬ 
sibility.^ 

So much for one of the parents of our common law. 
Now lot us turn for a moment to the Teutonic side. The 
Salic Law embodies usages which in all probability are of * 
too early a date to have been influenced either by Rome or 
the Old Testament. The thirty-sixth chapter of the an¬ 
cient text provides that, if a man is killed by a domestic 
animal, the owner of the aninial shall pay half the composi¬ 
tion (wliich he would have had to pay to buy off the blood 
feud had he killed the man himself), and for the other half 
give up the beast to the complainant.^ So, by chapter 
thirty-five, if a slave killed a freeman, he was to be smTen- 
dered for one half of the composition to the relatives of the 
slefin man, and the master was to pay the other half. But 
jaccordiug to the gloss, if the slave or his master had been 
maltreated by the slain man or his relatives, the master had 
only to surrender tlie slave.^ It is interesting to notice 
that those Northern sources which Wilda takes to repre¬ 
sent a more primitive stage of German law confine liability 
for animals to surrender alone.^ There is also a trace of 
the master’s having been able to free himself in some cases, 
at a later date, by showing that the slave was no longer in 

^ See Austin, ^urisp. (8d ed.) 513; Doctor and Student, Dial. 2, ch. 42. 

2 Cf. L. Burgund. XVIII. ; L. Rip. XLVI. (al. 48), 

* See the word Zegre, Merkel, Lex Salica, p. 103. Cf. Wilda, Strafreeht 
der Germanen, 660, n. 1. See further Lex Salica, XIj* ; Pactus pro 
tenore pacia Child, et Chloth., c. 5; Deoretio Chlotharii, c. 5 ; Edictus 
Hilperichi, cc. 6, 7 ; and the observations of Sohm in hia treatise on the 
Procedure of the Salic Law, §§ 20, 22, 27, French Tr. (Thevenin), pp. 
83 n., 03, 94, 101-108, 180. 

* Wilda, Strafreeht, 590. 


2 
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hia possession.^ There are later provisions making a mas¬ 
ter liabl^ for the wrongs committed by his slave by his 
command.^ In the laws adapted by the Thuringians from 
the earlier sources, it is provided in terms that the master 
is to pay for all damage done by his slaves.® 

In short, so far as I am able to trace the order of devel- 
* opment in the customs of the German tribes, it seems to 
have been entirely similar to that which we have already 
followed in the growth of Roman law. The earlier liflr 
bility for slaves and animals was mainly confined to sur> 
render; the later became personal, as at Rome. 

The reader may begin to ask for the proof that all this has 
any bearing on our law of to-day. So far as concerns the 
influence of, the Roman law upon our own, especially the 
Roman law of master and servant, the evidence of it is to 
be found in every book which has been written for the last 
five hundred years. It has been stated already that we 
still repeat the reasoning of the Roman lawyers, empty 
as it is, to the present day. It will be seen direc^y 
whether the German folk-laws can also be followed into 
England. 

In the Kentish laws of Hlothhmre and Eadric (a.d. 680 ) 

1 Cf. Wilda, Strafrecht, 660, n. 1 ; Merkel, Lex Salica, Gloss. Lege, p. 
103. Lex Saxon. Xl. § 3 : “Si servus perpetrsto facinore fugerit, ita 
nt a domino nlterius inveniri non possit, nihil solvat.” Cf. id. 11. § 5. 
Capp. Rip. c. 6 : “ Nemini liceat servnm stium, propter damnum ab 
iUo cuilibet inlatum, dimittere ; sed juxta qualltatem damni dominns 
pro illo respondeat vel eum in compoaitione aut ad pcenam petitori offered 
Si autem servus perpetrato scelere fngerit, ita ut a domino {mbiu^ 
inveniri non j>ossit, sacramento so dominns ejns excusare studeat, quod 
nec sue voluntatis nec conscieqtia fnisset, quod servus ejus tale facinss 
comxnisit." 

a L. Saxon. XI. % 1. 

* Lexo'Angl.^t Wer. XYI.: “ Omne damnum quod servus feceiit domi- 
nns emendet.*' ^ 
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it is said, " If any one's slave slay a freeman, whoever it 
be, let the owner pay with a hundred shillings, gi\% up the 
slayer," &c.^ There are several other similar provisions. 
In the nearly contemporaneous laws of Ine, the surrender 
and payment are simple alternatives. “ If a Wessex slave 
slay an Englishman, then shall he who owns him deliver 
him up to the lord and the kindred, or give sixty shillings 
for his life."^ Alfred’s laws (a. d. 871-901) have a like 
provision as to cattle. If a neat wound a man, let the 
neat be delivered up or compounded for.” ® And Alfred, 
although two hundred years later than the first English 
lawgivers who have been quoted, seems to have gone back 
to more primitive notions than we find before his time. 
For the same principle is extended to the case of a tree by 
which a man is killed. “ If, at their common work, one man 
slay another unwilfully, let the tree be given to the kin¬ 
dred, and let them have it oft* the land within thirty nights. 
Or let him take possession of it who owns the wood.” ^ 
li is not inapposite to compare what Mr. Tylor has 
mentioned concerning the rude Kukis of Southern Asia. 

If a tiger killed a Kuki, his family were in disgrace till 
they had retaliated by killing and eating this tiger, or an¬ 
other ; but fui*ther, if a man was killed by a fall ft'om a 
tree, his relatives would take their revenge by cutting the 
tree down, and scattering it in chips.” ® 

To return to, the English, the later laws, from about a 
htindred years after Alfred do^vn to the collection known 

as the laws of Henry I., compiled long after the Conquest, 

• 

^ C. 3 j I Thorpe, Anc. I^ws, pp. 27, 29. ' , 

^ C. 74; 1 Thorpe, p. 149; of. p. 118, n. a. See LL. Hen. L, LXX § jS. 

* C. 24; 1 Thorpe, p. 79. Of. Ine, c. 42; 1 Thorpe, p. 129, 

* C. 13; 1 Tlioi'po, p, 71. ^ 

4 1 Tylor, Primitive Culture, Am, ed., p. 286, 
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increase the lord’s liability for his household, and moke 
him surety for his men’s good conduct. If they incur a 
fine to the king and run away, the lord has to, pay it unleto o 
he can clear himself of complicity. But I cannot say that 
I find until a later period the unlimited liability of master 
for servant which was worked out on the Continent, both 
by the German tribes and at Rome. Whether the princi¬ 
ple when established was an indigenous growth, or whether 
the last step was taken under the influence of the Roman 
law, of which Bracton made great use, I cannot say. It 
is enough that the soil was ready for it, and that it took 
root at an early day.^ This is all that need be said here 
with regard to the liability of a master for the misdeeds 
of his servants. 

It is next to be shown what became of the principle as 
applied to animals. Nowadays a man is boutidat his peril to 
keep his cattle from trespassing, and he is liable for damage 
done by Ids dog or by any fierce animal, if he has notice of 
a tendency in i.he brute' to do the harm complaiuecf of. 
The question is whether any connection can be established 
between these very sensible and intelligible rules of modem 
law and the surrender directed by King Alfred. 

Let us turn to one of the old books of the Scotch law, 
where the old principle still appears in fiill force and is 
stated with its reasons as then understood.® 

"Gif ane wylde or head-strang horse, carries ane man 

i Cf. Record in MoUoy, Book 2, ck. 8, § 10, 24 Ed. III.: « Viamn fait 
enriee, quod unusquiaque magister navia tonetur respondere de quaunnque 
transgreasione per servientea suos in navi aua facta.” Tlio kiaws of Oleron 
irere relied on in this case. Cf. Stat. of the Staple, 27 Ed. III., Stat. 2, c. 19* 
Later, the influence of the Roman law is clear. 

3 ^on. Altach., c. 48, pi. 10 ei aeq* Cf. The Forme and Manor 
Baron Courts, c. 62 et seq. 
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against his will over an craig, or heuch, or to the water, 
and the man happin to drowne, the horse sail pevteine to 
the king as escheit. 

Bot it is otherwise of ane tame and dantoned horse ; 
gif any man fnlishlie rides, and be sharp spurres compelles 
his horse to take the water, and the mail drownes, the horse 
sould not be escheit, for that comes be the mans fault or 
trespasse, and not of the horse, and the man has rcceaved 
his punishment, in sa farre as he is perished and dead; and 
the horse quha did na fault, sould not be escheit. 

The like reason is of all other beastes, quhilk slayes anie 
man, [It is added in a later work, ^'of the quhilk slaughter 
they haue gilt,”] for all these beasts sould be escheit.” ^ 

“ The Forme and Manor of Baron Courts ” continues as 
follows: — 

It is to witt, that this question is asked in the law, 
Gif ane lord lies ane mil no, and any man fall in the damne, 
and be borne down with the water quhill he comes to the 
qulieill, and there be slaine to death with the quheill; 
quhither aught the milne to be escheit or not ? The law 
sayes thereto nay, and be this reason, For it is ane dead 
thing, and ane dead thing may do na fellony, nor be made 
escheit throw their gilt. Swa the milne in this case is not 
culpable, and in the law it is lawfull to the lord of the 
land to liaue ane mylne on his awin water quhere best 
likes him.” ® , 

The reader will see in this passage, as has been remarked 
already of the Boman law, that a distinction is taken be¬ 
tween things which are capable of guilt and those which 

1 and Mailer of Baron Courts, c. 63. 

2 C. 6i, This substantially follows tbe Quoniam AttachiSnieuta, c. 48, 
pLlS, but is a little clearer, CWim, Fitzh, Abr. Oorone, ji. 380, 8 Ed. 11. 
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ar© not, — between living and dead things; but he Willrideo 
see that* no difficulty Was felt in treating animals as guilty. 

Take next an early passage of the English law, a re¬ 
port of what was laid down by one of the English judges. 
In 1333 it was stated for law, that, “if my dog kills your 
sheep, and I, freshly after the fact, tender you the dog, you 
are without recovery against me.” ^ More than three cen¬ 
turies later, in 1676, it was said by Twisden, J. that, “ if 
one hath kept a tame fox, which gets loose and grows 
wild, he that hath kept him before sliall not answer for the 
damage the fox doth after ho hath lost him, and he hath 
resumed his wild nature.” ® It is at least doubtful wheth¬ 
er that sentence ever would have been written but for 
the lingering influence of the notion that the ground of 
the owner’s liability was his ownership of the offending 
thing and liis failure to surrender it. When the fox es¬ 
caped, by another principle of law the ownership was at an 
end. In fact, that very consideration was seriously pressed 
in England as late as 1846, with regard to a monkey which 
escaped and bit the plaintiff.® So it seems to be a reason* 
able conjecture, that it was this way of thinking which led 
Lord Holt, near the beginning of the last century, to inti¬ 
mate that one ground on which a man is bound at his 
peril to restrain cattle from trespassing is that he has a 
valuable property in such animals, whereas he has not in 
dogs, for which his responsibility is les8.^« To this day, 
in fact, cautious judges state the law as to cattle to be, 
that, “ if I am the owner of an animal in which by law the 

1 Fitzh. Abr. Barre, pi. 2J»0. 

s MiUMl V. AUsirce^ 1 Vent. 295 ; s. c, 2 Irfv. 172 ; s. 0. 3 Keb. 

Cf. Mo/y V. SurdeUt 9 Q. B, 101, 113. 

3 May V. iturdett., 9 Q. B. 101. 

* Mourn V, ^eeliriyf 12 Mod. 332, 336 j e, 0. 1 Ld. Rajto. ©06^ 60®. 
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right of property can exist, I am bound to take care that it 
does not stray into the land of my neighbor.” ^ * 

I do not mean that our modem law on this subject is 
only a survival, and that the only change from primitive no- 
tiems was to substitute the owner for the offending animal. 
For although it is probable that the early law was one of the • 
causes which led to the modem doctrine, there has been 
too much good sense in every stage of our law to adopt 
any such sweeping consequences as would follow from the 
whole^e transfer of liability supposed. An owner is not 
bound at his peril to keep his cattle from harming his 
ndghbor’s person.® And in some of the earliest instances 
of personal liability, even for trespass on a neighbor's land, 
the ground seems to have been the owner’s n^ligence.® 

It is the nature of those animals which the common 
law recognizes as the, subject of ownership to stray, and 
when straying to do damage by trampling down and eating 
crops. At the same time it is usual and easy to restrain 
them. On the other hand, a dog, which is not the subject 
of property, does no harm by simply crossing the land of 
others than its owner. Hence to this extent the new law 
might have followed the old. The right of property in the 

^ Williams, J, in Cox v. BurhidgCy 13 C. B. N. s. 430, 438. Cf. WUles, J. 
in Bmd v. EdwardSy 17 C. B. N. s. 246, 261. 

* Mason v. Keelingy 1 L4. Rayia 606, 608. 

® In the laws of ■ Ine, c. 42 (1 Thorpe, Anc. Laws, 129), personal lia* 
hility seems to be tmposed where there is a failure to fence. But if an 
animal breaha hedges the only remedy mentioned is to kill it, the owner 
to have the skin and flesh, and forfeit the rest. The defendant was held 
** because it was found that this was for default of guarding •them, . . . 
for default of good guard,” in 27 Ass., pL 66, fol. 141, a. n. 1353 or 1354. 

It is mwh. later that the reason is stated in the absolute form, ** beeaus<31 
am bound by law to keep my beasts without doing wrong^to any one.” 
Mich. 12 Henry VIL, Keilway, 3 5, pi. 7. See, further, the distijticti<ms 
^ to almrse killing a man in Hegiam Majestatem, IV. c. 2^ 
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offending animal, which was the ancient ground of respon- 
Ability, might have been adopted safely enough as the test 
of a liability based on the fault of the owner. But'the re* «. 
Sponsibility for damage of a kind not to be expected from 
such animals is determined on grounds of policy compara¬ 
tively little disturbed by tradition. The development of 
persona] liability for fierce wild animals at Home has been 
explained. Our law seems to have followed the Homan. 

We will now follow the history of that branch of the 
primitive notion which was least likely to survive, — the 
liability of inanimate things. 

It will be remembered that King Alfred ordained the 
surrender of a tree, but that the later Scotch law refused 
it because a dead thing could not have guilt. It will be 
remembered, also, that the animals which the Scotch law 
forfeited were escheat to the king. The same thing has 
remained true in England until well into this century, with 
regard even to inanimate objects. As long ago as Brae* 
ton,^ in case a man was slain, the coroner was to value H;he 
object causing the death, and that was to be forfeited as 
deodand “pro rege** It was to be given to God, that is 
to say to the Clmrch, for the king, to be expended for the 
good of his soul. A man’s death had ceased to be the 
private affair of his friends as in the time of the barba¬ 
rian folk-laws. The king, who furnished the court, now 
sued for the penalty. He supplanted the family in the 
claim on the guilty thing, and the Church supplanted him. 

In Edward the First’s time some of the oases remind us 
of the barbarian laws at their rudest stage. If a man fell 
from a tree, the tree was deodand.^ If he drowned in a 

1 Fol. 128f 

* Of, 1 Brititjj (Nich.), 6 a, b, 16 {top paging 16,39); Bract, fol, 136 6^ 
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well, the well was to be filled up.^ It did not matter that 
the forfeited instrument belonged to an innocenU person* 
“Where a man killeth another with the sword of John 
at Stile, the sword shall be forfeit as deodand, and yet no 
default is in the owner.” ^ That is from a book written in 
the reign of Henry VIIL, about 1530 . And it has been 
repeated from Queen Elizabeth’s time ® to within one hun- ' 
dred years/ that if my horse strikes a man, and afterwards 
I sell my horse, and after that the man dies, the horse shall 
be forfeited. Hence it is, that, in all indictments for homi* 
cide, until very lately it has been necessary to state the 
instrument causing the death and its value, as that the 
stroke was given by a certain penknife, value sixpence, so 
as to secuire the forfeiture. It is said that a steam-engine 
has been forfeited in this way. 

I now come to what I regard as the most remarkable 
transformation of tliis principle, and one which is a most 
important factor in our law as it is to-day. I must for the 
mojnent leave the common law and take up the doctrines 
of the Admiralty. In the early books which have just 
been referred to, and long afterwards, the fact of motion 
is adverted to as of much importance. A maxim of Henry 
Spigumel, a judge in the time of Edward L, is reported, 
that “ where a man is killetl by a cart, or by the fall of a 
house, or in other like manner, and the thing in motion is 

the cause of the death, it shall be deodand.” ® So it was 

• 

bli. Alfred, c. 13 (1 Thorpe, Anc. Laws, p. 71); Lex Saxon., Tit. XIII./, 
-l^g. Alatnann., Tit. Clll. 24. 

1 Fleta, I. 26, g 10; Fitzh. Abr. Coronc^ pi. 416. See generally Staund’ 
forde, P. C„ I. c. 2, fol. 20 ef. seq. ; 1 Hale, P. C. 419 et seq. 

* Doctor and Student, Dial. 2, c. 61. 

* Plowd. 260, * Jacob, I^aw Tix&tmJDeodmd* 

* Yf D. 30 A 31 Ed. L, pp. 524, 525; cf. Bract., fol, 1^6 A 
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said in the next reign that ** omne illud qnod moTet cnm en 
quod oocidit homines deodandum domino Regi erit, <vel 
feodo cierici.'' ^ The reader sees how motion g^ves. life 
to the object forfeited. 

The most striking example of this sort is a ship. And ac¬ 
cordingly the old books say that, if a man falls from a ship 
' and is drowned, the motion of the ship must be taken to 
cause the death, and the sliip is forfeited, — provided, how¬ 
ever, that this happens in fresh water.^ For if the death 
took place on the high seas, that was outside the ordinary 
jurisdictiocL This proviso has been supposed to mean that 
ships at sea were not forfeited; ^ but there is a long series 
of petitions to the king in Parliament that such forfeiture 
may be done away with, which tell a dilFerent story.* The 
truth seems to be that the forfeiture took place, but in a 
different court. A manuscript of the reign of Henry 
VI., only recently printed, discloses the fact that, if a 
man was killed or drowned at sea by the motion of the 
ship, the vessel was forfeited to the admiral upon a pro¬ 
ceeding in the admiral’s court, and subject to release by 
favor of the admiral or the king.® 

A ship is the most lining of inanimate things. Servants 
sometimes say “ she ” of a clock, but every one gives a gen¬ 
der to vessels. And we need not be surprised, therefore, to 
find a mode of dealing which has shown such extraordinary 
vitality in the criminal law applied with even more striking 
thoroughness in the Admiralty. It is only by supposing 

* Fitzh. Abr. Corom, pi. 403. 

S Bmct. 122; 1 Britton (Nich.), top p. 16; Fleta, I. c. 25, $ 9, foL St. 

» 1 Hal«, P. C. 428. 

* 1 Rot Pari. 872; 2 Rot. Pari. 345, 372 a,^; Z Rot Part 941200, . 
121; 4 Rot Pii'l. 12 a, 5, 492 5, 493. But see 1 Hale, P. C. 423^ 

* X Black, Book of the Admiralty, 242^ 
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tbe ship to have been treated as if endowed with person¬ 
ality, that the arbitrary seeming peculiarities of the marl- 
time law can be made intelligible, and on that supposition 
they at once become consistent and logical. 

By way of seeing what those peculiarities are, take first 
a case of collision at sea. A collision takes place between ^ 
two vessels, the Ticonderoga and the Melarapus, through 
the fault of the Ticonderoga alone. That ship is under a 
lease at the time, the lessee has his own master* in chaige, 
and the owner of the vessel has no manner of control <yver 
it. The owner, therefore, is not to blame, ai^d lie can¬ 
not even be charged on the ground that the carnage was 
done by his servants. He is free from personal liability 
on elementary princiirles. Y'ct it is perfectly settled that 
there is a lien on his vessel for the amount of the damage 
done,^ and this means that that vessel may be arrested 
and sold to pay the loss in any admiralty court whose 
process will reach her. If a livery-stable keeper lets a horse 
and wagon to a customer, who runs a man down by care¬ 
less driving, no one would think of claiming a right to seize 
the horse and wagon. It would be seen that the only 
property which could be sold to pay for a wrong was the 
property of the wrong doer, * 

But, again, suppose that the vessel, instead of being under 
lease, is in charge of a pilot wliose employment is made 
compulsory by jibe laws of the port vhich she Ls just enter¬ 
ing. Tlie Supreme Court of the Jnited States holds the 
ship liable in this instance also.® The English courts would 
probably have decided otherwise, and the matter is settled 
in England by legislatiop. But there the court of appeal, 
the Privy Council, has been largely composed commom 

' Cff. TicondetogOf, Swabey, 217. f Wall. 
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law lawyers, and it has shown a marked tendency to assimi¬ 
late common-law doctrine. At common law one who could 
not impose a personal liability on the owner could not bind 
a particular chattel to answer for a wrong of which it had 
been the instrument. But our Supreme Court has long 
recognized that a person may bind a sliip, when he could 
not bind the owners personally, because he was not their 
agent. 

It may be admitted that, if this doctrine were not sup¬ 
ported by an appearance of good sense, it would not have 
survived. The ship is the only security available in deal¬ 
ing with foreigners, and rather than send one’s own citi¬ 
zens to search for a remedy abroad in strange courts, it 
is easy to seize the vessel and satisfy the claim at home, 
leaving the foreign owners to get their indemnity as they 
may be able. I dare say some such thought has helped 
to keep the practice alive, but I believe the true historic 
foundation is elsewhere. The ship no doubt, like a sword,^ 
would have been forfeited for causing death, in whosfjso- 
ever hands it might have been. So, if the master and 
mariners of a ship, furnished with letters of reprisal, com¬ 
mitted piracy against a friend of the king, the owner lost 
his ship by the admiralty law, although the crime was com¬ 
mitted without his knowdedge or assent.^ It seems most 
likely that the principle by which the ship was forfeited 
to the king for causing death, or for piracy^ was the same 
as that by which it was bound to private sufferers for 
other damage, in whose hands soever it might have been 
when it did the harm. 

If we should say to an uneducated man to-day, *'She 
did it and she ought to pay for it,” it may be doiibted 

i Doctor k Sladeiit, Djid. 2, c. 6^ * 1 Boll. Abr. 630 ^C) J, 
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whether he would see the fallacy, or be ready to explain 
that the ship was only property, and that to say, “The 
• ship has to pay for it,”^ was simply a dramatic way of 
saying that (^mcbody's property was to be sold, and the 
proceeds applied to pay for a wrong committed by some¬ 
body else. 

It would seem that a similar form of words has been 
enough to satisfy the minds of great lawyers. The fol¬ 
lowing is a passage from a judgment by Chief Justice 
Marshall, which is quoted with approval by Judge Stoiy 
in giving the opinion of the Supreme Court of the United 
States : “ Tliis is not a proceeding against the owner; it 
is a proceeding against the vessel for an offence committed 
by the vessel; which’ is not the less an offence, and does 
not the less subject her to forfeiture, because it was com¬ 
mitted without the authority and against the will of the 
owner. It is true that inanimate matter can commit no 
offence. But this body is animated and put in action 
bylihe crew, who arc guided by the master. The vessel 
acts and speaks by the master. She reports herself by the 
master. It is, therefore, not unreasonable that the vessel 
should be affected by this report.” And again Judge 
Stoiy quotes from another case : “ The thing is here pri¬ 
marily considered as the offender, or rather the offence is 
primarily attached to the thing.” ^ 

In other wotds, those great judges, although of course 
aware that a ship is no more alive than a mill-wheel, 
thought that not only the law did in fact deal wijth it as if 
it were alive, but that it was reasonable that the law 
should do so. The reader will observe that they do not 
say simply that it is reasonable on grounds ot policy to 

1 8 Black Book of Adm. 108. » Malde Adhel, 2 How. 210, 28A 
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8a<^ce justice to the owner to security for somebody else, 
but th^t it is reasonable to deal with the vessel as ail 
offending thing. Whatever the hidden ground of policy c 
may be, their thought still clothes itself in personifying 
language. 

Let us now go on to follow the peculiarities of the mari¬ 
time law in other directions. For the cases which have 
been stated are only parts of a larger whole. 

By the maritime law of the Middle Ages the ship was 
not only the source, but the limit, of liability.^ The rule 
already prevailed, which has been borrowed and adopted 
by the English statutes and by our own act of Congress 
of 1851, according to which the owner is discharged from 
responsibility for wrongful acts of a*master appointed by 
himself upon surrendering his interest in the vessel and 
the freight which she had earned. By the doctrines of 
agency he wouKl be personally liable for the whole dam¬ 
age. If the origin of the system of limited liability which 
is believed to be so essential to modern commerce to 
be attributed to those considerations of public policy on 
which it would now be sustained, that system has nothing 
to do with the law of collision. But if the limit of liabil¬ 
ity here stands on the same ground as the noxw deditio, it 
confirms the explanation already, given of the liability of 
the ship for wrongs done by it while out of the owner’s 
hands, and conversely the existence of that liaMlity Con¬ 
firms the argument liere. 

Let us now take another rule, for which, as usual, 
is a plausible explanation of policy. Freight, it is said, W 
the mother of wages; for, we are told, *'if the ship 

i 3 Kent, ^8 ; CxjAtoim of the Soa, cap. 27} 141, 182, in 3 Black Book 
of the Adnurallt, 103, 243, 345. 
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ishod^ if the mariners were to have their wages in such 
eases, thejr would not use their endeavors, nor hazard their 
^lives, for the safety of the ship.” ^ The best commentary 
on this reasoning is, that the law has recently been changed 
by statute. But even by the old law there was au excep¬ 
tion inconsistent with the supposed reason. In case of 
shipwreck, which was the usual case of a failure to earn 

freight, so long as any portion of the ship was saved, the 

1 

lien of the mariners remained. I suppose it would have 
been said, because it was sound policy to encourage them 
to save all they could. If we consider that the sailors 
were regarded as employed by the ship, we shall under¬ 
stand very readily both the rule and the exception, The 
ship is the debtor/’ as was said in arguing a case decided 
in the time of William III.^ If the debtor perished, there 
was an end of the matter. If a part came ashore, that 
might be proceeded against. 

Even the rule in its modem form, that freight is the 
mothpr of wages, is shown by the explanation commonly 
given to have reference to the question whether the ship 
is lost or arrive safe. In the most ancient source of the 
maritime law now extant, which has anything about the 
matter, so far as I have been able to discover, the state¬ 
ment is that the mariners will lose their wages when the 
ship is lost.^ In like manner, in what is said by its Eng- 

1 S Kent’s ComiD. J88. 

* Cloey r. Snelgravc^ 1 Id. Raym. 676, 677; 8. c. 1 Salk. 33. Cf. 
MoUoy, p. 355, Book II. ch. 3« § 8. 

• **Aas perdroht^ lars loera quant la nof ost perdue.” 2 Bl^ck Book* 

218. This is fi^ni the Judgments of the Sea, which, according to the 
editor (II., pp, xllv., xlvii.), is the most ancient extant source of modem 
marithue law except the decisions of Trani. So Molloy, Book IL oh. 3, 
I 7, p. 854;: **If the ship perishes at sea they lose their wa^.” Bo 1 
^erfin, 236, pt. 2. o 
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Ikh editor, Sir Travers Twiss, to be the oldest part of 
Oonsufate of the Sea,* we read that ** whoever the freights 
may be who runs away or dies, the ship is bound to payc 
the mariners.” ^ I think we may assume that the vessel 
was bound by the contract with the sailors, much in 
the same way as it was by the wrongs for which it was 
answerable, just as the debtor’s body was answerable for 
his debts, as well as for his crimes, under the ancient law 
of Rome. 

The same thing is true of other maritime dealings with 
the vessel, whether by way of eontract or otherwise. If 
salvage scrrice is rendered to a vessel, the admiralty 
court will hold the vessel, although it has been doubted 
whether an action of contract would lie, if the owners 
were sued at law.^ So the ship is bound by the master’s 
contract to carry cargo, just as in case of collision, although 
she was under lease at the time. In such cases, also, ac¬ 
cording to our Supreme Court, the master may bind the ves¬ 
sel when he cannot bind the general ow'iiers.* By custom 
the ship is bound to the merchandise, and the merchan¬ 
dise to the ship.” ® “ By the maritime law every contract 
of the master implies an hypothecation.” ® It might be 
urged, no doubt, with force, that, so far as the usual mari¬ 
time contracts are concerned, the dealing must be on the 
security of the sliip or merchandise in many cases, and there- 

* 3 Black Book, pp. lix,, Ixxiv. * 

^ 8 Black Book, 263. It should be added, however, that it i» laid 
down in the same hook that, if the vessel is detained in port bj the local 
authoritiet, the master is not hound to give the mariners wages, ** for he 
has earned no freight.'* 

• Lipaon v. Jffarriaon, 2 Weekly B.ep. 10. Cf. Louim i/hne, 2 Lowell, 295. 

^ 8 Ken|is Comm. (12th ed.), 218 ; ih. 138, n. 1. 

• 8 Kent, ^18. 

* Juatin V. Ballcm^ 1 Salk. 84; s. o. 2 Ld. Haym. $05. 
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fore that it is policy to give this security in all cases; that 
tlie risk to which it subjects ship-owners is calculal^le, and 
»tliat they must take it into account when they let their ves¬ 
sels. Agmn, in many cases, when a party asserts a maritime 
lien by way of contract, he has improved the condition of 
the thing upon which the lien is claimed, and this has been 
recognized as a ground for such a lieu in some systems.^ 
But this is not true universally, nor in the most important 
cases. It must be left to the reader to decide whether 
ground has not been shown for believing that the same 
metaphysical confusion which naturally arose as to the 
ship’s wrongful acts, affected the way of tliinking as to 
her contracts. The whole manner of dealing with vessels 
obviously took the form which prevailed in the cases first 
mentioned. Pardessus, a high auH;hority, says that the 
lien for freight prevails even against the owner of stolen 
goods, as the master deals less with the person than 
the thing.” * So it was said in the argument of a famous 
English case, that “ the ship is instead of the owner, and 
therefore is answerable.” ® In many cases of contract, as 
well as tort, the vessel was not only the security for the 
debt, but the limit of the owner’s liability. 

The principles of the admiralty are embodied in its form 
of procedure. A suit may be brought there against a vea^ 
sel by name, any person interested in it being at liberty to 
come in and defend, but the suit, if successful, ending 
in a sale of the vessel and a payment of the plaintiff *s 
claim out o£ the proceeds. As long ago as the^ time of 
James I* it was said that ^Hhe libel ought to be only 

1 B. 20. 4. 6 & 6 ; cf, Livy, XXX. 38. ^ 

^ Pardefidus, Droit Comm., n. 981. 

« 3 keb. 112, 114, citing 1 Roll. Abr. 530. • 

8 
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.against the ship and goods, and not against the party/* ^ 
And ahthority for the statement was cited from the reign 
of Henry VL, the same reign when, as we have seen, thOfl 
Admiral claimed a forfeiture of ships for causing death. 

I am bound to say, however, that 1 cannot find such an 
authority of that date. 

We have now followed the development of the chief 
.forms of liability in modern law for anything other than 
the immediate and manifest consequences of a man’s own 
acts. We have seen the parallel course of events in the 
two parents,— the Roman law and the German customs, — 
and in the offspring of those two on English soil with re¬ 
gard to servants, animals, and inanimate things. We have 
seen a single germ multiplying and branching into products 
as different from each other as the flower from the root. 
It hardly remains to ask what that germ was. We have 
seen that it was the desire of retaliation against the offend¬ 
ing thing itself. Undoubtedly, it might be argued that 
many of the rules stated were derived from a seizure of the 
offending thing as security for reparation, at first, perhaps, 
outside the law\^ That explanation, as well as the one 
offered here, would show that modem views of responsi¬ 
bility had not yet been attained, as the owner of the thing 
might very well not have been the person in fault But 
such has not been the view of those most competent to 
judge. A consideration of the earliest instances will show, 
as might have been expected, that vengeance, not com¬ 
pensation, and vengeance on the offending thing, was the 
original object. The ox in Exodus was to be stoned. The 
axe in the Athenian law was to be banished. The tree, in 
Mr. Tyloi’s instance, was to be chopped to pieces. The 

1 Oodbofl, 2d0. 3 8 CJolqnlioim, Homan Civil Law, { 2iae. 
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slave under all the systems was to be surrendered to the 
relatives of the slain man, that they might do ■with him 
• what they liked.^ The deodand was an accursed thing. 
The original limitation of liability to surrender, when the 
owner was before the court, could not be accounted for if 
it was his liability, and not that of his property, which 
was in question. Even where, as in some of the cases, 
expiation seems to be intended rather than vengeance, the 
object is equally remote from an extrajudicial distress. 

The foregoing history, apart from the purposes for which 
it has been given, well illustrates the paradox of form and 
substance in the development of law. In fonn its growth 
is logical The official theory is that each new decision 
follows syllogistically from existing precedents. But just 
as the clavicle in the cat only tells of the existence of some 
earlier creature to which a collar-bone was useful, prece¬ 
dents survive in the law long after the use they once served 
is at an end and the reason for them has been forgotten. 
THie* result of following them must often be failure and 
conihsion from the merely logical point of view. 

On the other hand, in substance the growth of the law 
is legislative. And tliis in a deeper sense than that what 
the courts declare to have always been the law is in fact 
new. It is legislative in its grounds. The veiy considera- 
tlons which judges most rarely mention, and always with 
an apology, are •the secret root from which the law draws 
all the juices of life. I mean, of course, considerations of 
what is expedient for the coipmunity conceme^. Every 
important principle which is developed by litigation is in 
fact and at bottom the result of more or less definitely un¬ 
derstood views of public policy; most generally, to he sure, 

» Lex Selica (Merkel), LXXVII.; Ed. Hilpericli.,*§ 6. 
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under our practice and traditions, the unconscious result 
of instinctive preferences and inarticulate convictions, but 
none the less traceable to views of public policy in the last* 
analyus. And as the law is administered by able and ex- 
pericnced men, who know too much to sacrifice good sense 
to a syllogism, it will be found that, when ancient rules 
maintain themselves in the way that has been and will be 
shown in this book, new reasons more fitted to the time 
have been found for them, and that they gradually receive 
a new content, and at last a new form, from the grounds 
to which they have been transplanted. 

But hitherto this process has been largely unconscious. 
It is important, on that account, to bring to mind what the 
actual course of events has been. If it were only to insist 
on a more conscious recognition of the legislative function 
of the courts, as just explained, it would be useful, as we 
shall see more clearly further on.^ 

What has been said will explain the failure of all the¬ 
ories which consider the law only from its formal*side, 
whether they attemj)t to deduce the corpus from a priori 
postulates, or fall into the humbler error of supposing the 
science of the law to reside in the elegmitia juris, or logical 
cohesion of part with part. The truth is, that the law is 
always approaching, and never reaching, consistency. It is 
forever adopting new principles from life at one end, and 
it always retains old ones from history at-the other, which 
have not yet been absorbed or sloughed off. It will be¬ 
come ei^tirely consistent oply when it ceases to grow. 

The study upon which we have been engaged is ne¬ 
cessary both for the knowledge and for the revisioa of 
the law, • 

« 

* See Lectore HI., ad fin. 
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However much we may codify the law into a series 
of seemin^y self«ufficient propositions, those propt>sitions 
,will be but a phase in a continuous growth. To under- 
s]^and their scope fully, to know how they will be dealt with 
by judges trained in the past which the law embodies, we 
must oui%elve8 know something of that past. The history 
of what the law has been is necessary to the knowlet^e of 
what the law is. 

Again, the process which I have described has involved 
the attempt to follow precedents, as well as to give a good 
reason for them. When wo find that in large and impor¬ 
tant branches of the law the various grounds of policy on 
which the various rules have been justified arc later inven¬ 
tions to account for what are in fact survivals from more 
primitive times, we have a right to reconsider the popular 
reasons^ and, taking a broader view of the field, to decide 
anew whether those reasons arc satisfactory. They may 
be, notwithstanding the manner of their appearance. If 
tmtli were not often suggested by error, if old implements 
could not be adjusted to new uses, human progress would 
be slow. But scrutiny and revision arc justified. 

But none of the feyegoing considerations, nor the purpose 
of showing the materials for anthropology contained in the 
history of the law, are the immediate object here. My aim 
and purpose hate been to show that the various forms of 
liability ^nown ^ modem law spring from the common 
ground of revenge. In the sphere of contract the fact 
will hardly be material outside the cases which have been 
stated in this Lecture, But in the criminal law and the 
law of torts it is of the first importance. It shows that 
they have started from a moral basis, from th# thought 
that some one was to blame. • 
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It remains to be proved that, while the terminology of 
morals \s still retained, and while the law does still and al- 
ways, in a certain sense, measure legal liability by mortd, 
standards, it nevertheless, by the very necessity of its 
nature, is continually transmuting those moral standards 
into external or objective ones, from which the actual guilt 
of the party concerned is wholly eliminated. 



LECTUBE IL 


THE CRIMINAL LAW. 

In the beginning of the first Lecture it wag shown that 
the appeals of the early law were directed only to inten¬ 
tional wrongs. Tlie appeal was a far older form of pro¬ 
cedure. than the indictment, and may be said to have had 
a criminal as well as a civil aspect. It had the double 
object of satislpng the private party for his loss, and the 
king for the breach of his peace. On its civil side it was 
rooted in vengeance. It was a proceeding to recover 
those compositions, at first optional, afterwards compul¬ 
sory, by which a wrong-doer bought the spear from his 
side.^ Whether, so far as concerned the king, it had the 
same object of vengeance, or was more particularly directed 
to revenue, does not matter, since the claim of the king 
did not enlarge the scope of the action. 

It would seem to be a fair inference that indictable 

offences were originally limited in the same way as those 

** 

which gave rise to an appeal. For whether the indictment 
arose by a splitting up of the appeal, or in some other way, 
the*two were closely connected. 

An acquittal of the appellee on the merits was a bar to 
an indictment; and, on the other hand, when ah appeal 
was fairly started, although the appellor might fail to pros¬ 
ecute, or might be defeated by plea, the cause giight still 
be luoceeded with on behalf of the king.^ * 

* Of, 2 Hawk. P. C. 303 et seq.; 27 Ass. 26. 
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Hie presentment; which is the other parent of our orin^ 

, inal procedure, had an origin distinct from the appeal If, 
as has been thought, it was merely the successor of fresh 
suit and lynch law/ this also is the child of vengeance, 
even more clearly than the other. 

The desire for vengeance imports an opinion that its 
' object is actually and personally to blame. It takes an 
internal standard, not an objective or external one, and 
condemns its victim by that. The question is whether 
such a standard is still accepted cither in this primitive 
form, or in some more refined development, as is commonly 
supposed, and as seems not impossible, considering the 
relative slowness with which the criminal law has im¬ 
proved. 

It certainly may be argued, with some force, that it has 
never ceased to be one object of punishment to satisfy the 
desire for vengeance. The argument will be made plain 
by considering those instances in which, for one reason or 
another, compensation for a wrong is out of the question. 

Thus an act may be of such a kind as to make indemnity 
impossible by putting an end to the principal sufferer, as 
in the case of murder or manslaughter. 

Again, these and other crimes, like forgery, although 
directed against an indi^ndual, tend to make others feel 
unsafe, and this general insecurity does not admit of beutg 
paid for. 

r 

Again, there are cases where there are no means of en¬ 
forcing indemnity. In Macaulays draft of the Indian 
Penal Code, breaches of contract for the carriage of pas¬ 
sengers, were made criminal. Tlie palanquin-bearers of 
India wer^ too poor to pay damages, and yet had to ^ 

58 VO, Commonwealth, exxx., cjuacii, 
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trusted tb cany unprotected women and children through 
wjjd and desolate tracts, where their desertion would have 
j>laced those under their charge in great danger. 

In all these cases punishment remains as an alternative. 
A pain can be inflicted upon the wrong-doer, of a sort 
which does not restore the injured party to his former 
situation, or to another equally good, but which is inflicted 
for the very purpose of causing pain. And so far as this 
punishment takes the place of compensation, whether on 
account of the death of the person to whom the wrong 
was done, the indefinite number of persons afiected, the 
impossibility of estimating tlie wortli of the suffering in 
money, or the poverty of the criminal, it may be said that 
one of its objects is to gratify the desire for vengeance. 
The prisoner pays with his body. 

The statement may be made stronger still, and it may 
be said, not only that the law docs, but that it ought to, 
make the gratification of revenge an object. This is the 
opinion, at any rate, of two iiuthorities so great, and so 
opposed in other views, as Bishop Butler and Jeremy Beu- 
tham^^ Sir James Stephen says, The criminal law stands 
to the passion of revenge in much the same relation as 
marriage to the sexual appetite.” ^ 

The' first requirement of a sound body of law is, that it 
should correspond with the actual feelings and demands of 
the community, .whether right or wrong. If people would 
grati^ the passion of revenge outside of the law, if the 
law did not help them, the law has no choice but to satisfy 
the craving itself, and thus avoid the greater evil 6f private 

1 Buffer, Sermons, VIII. B«ntham, Theory of Legislation <Prinoiplw 
of Penal Code, Part 2, ch. 16), Hildreth’s tr., p. 309. * 

* General Tiew of the Criminal Law of England, p. 99,# 
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retribution. At the same time, this passion is not one 
which we encourage, either as private individuals or as 
law-makers. Moreover, it does not cover the whole, 
^ound. There are crimes which do not excite it, and we 
should naturally expect that the most important purposes 
of punishment would be coextensive with the whole field 
of its application. It remains to be discovered whether 
such a general purpose exists, and if so what it is. Dif¬ 
ferent theories still divide opinion upon the subject. 

It has been thought that the purpose of punishment is 
to reform the criminal; that it is to deter the criminal and 
others frpm committing similar crimes ; and that it is retri¬ 
bution. Few would now maintain that the first of these 
purposes was the only one. If it were, every prisoner 
should be released as soon as it appears clear that he 
will never repeat his offence, and if he is incurable he 
should not be punished at all. Of course it would be hard 
to reconcile the punishment of death with this doctrine. 

The main struggle lies between the other two. On Xhe 
one side is the notion that there is a mystic bond between 
wrong and punishment; on the other, that the infliction 
of pain is only a means to an end. Hegel, one of the 
great expounders of the former view, puts it, in his quasi 
mathematical form, that, wrong being the negation of 
right, punishment is the negation of that negation, or 
retribution. Thus the punishment must be equal, in 
the sense of proportionate to the crime, because its only 
function is to destroy it. Others, without this logical 
apparatus,* are content to rely upon a felt necessity fhat 
suffering should follow wrong-doing. 

It is objected that the preventive theory is immoral, 
because it o^rlooks the ill-desert of wrong-doing, and fur- 
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fikhes no measure of the amount of punishment, except 
the lawgiver's subjective opinion in regard to the sufficiency 
of the amount of preventive suffering.^ In the language 
of Kant, it treats man as a thing, not as a person; as a 
means, not as an end in himself. It is said to conflict with 
the sense of justice, and to violate the fundamental princi- ^ 
pie of all free communities, that the members of such com¬ 
munities have equal rights to life, liberty, and personal 
security.® 

In spite of all this, j)robably most English-speaking 
lawyers would accept the preventive theory without hesi¬ 
tation. As to the violation of c(]ual rights which is 
charged, it may be re])lied that the dogma of equality 
makes an equation between individuals only, not between 
an individual and the community. No society has ever 
admitted that it could not sacrifice individual welfare to 
its own existence. If conscripts are necessary for its army, 
it seizes them, and marches them, with bayonets in their 
rear, to death. It runs highways and railroads through 
old family places in spite of the owner’s protest, paying 
in this instance the market value, to be sure, because no 
civilized government sacrifices the citizen more than it can 
help, but still sacrificing his will and his welfare to that of 
the rest.® 

If it were necessary to trench further upon the field of 
mo^rals, it might be suggested that the dogma of equality 
applied even to individuals only within the limits of Ordi¬ 
nary dealings in the common run of affairs. You cannot 
argue with your neighbor, except on the admission for the 

1 Wharton, Ciim, Law, (8tli ed.) § 8, n. 1. 

a Ibid., -§ 7, 

* Evan tbe law recognizes that this is a saqrihee. C^momotaUk 
iStotmn, 2 Pick. (Mass.) 547, 549. 
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moment that he is as wise as you, although you may by 
no means believe it. In the same way, you cannot deal 
with him, where both are free to choose, except on the 
footing of equal treatment, and the same rules for both. 
The ever-growing value set upon peace and the social rela¬ 
tions tends to give the law of social being the appearance 
of the law of all being. But it seems to me clear that the 
ultima ratio, not only regum, but of private persons, is 
force, and that at the bottom of all private relations, how¬ 
ever tempered by sympathy and all the social feelings, is 
a justifiable self-preference. If a man is on a plank in 
the deep sea which will only float one, and a stranger 
lays hold of it, he will thrust him off if he can. When 
the state finds itself in a similar position, it does the same 
thing. 

The considerations which answer the argument of equal 
rights also answer the objections to treating man as a 
thing, and the like. If a man lives in society, he is lidr 
ble to find himself so treated. The degree of civilization 
which a people has reached, no doubt, is marked by their 
anxiety to do as they would be dune by. It may be the 
destiny of man that the social instincts shall grow to con¬ 
trol his actions absolutely, even in anti-social situations. 
But they have not yet done so, and as the rules of Lw are 
or should be based upon a morality which is generally ac¬ 
cepted, no nile founded on a theory of absolute unselfish¬ 
ness -Gan be laid down without a breach between law 
and working beliefs. 

If it be true, as I shall presently try to show, that the 
general principles of criminal and civil liability arc Hie 
same, it wilb follow from that alone that theory and fact 
agree in frequently punishing those who have be^ guilty 
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of BO moral wrong, and who could not be condemned by 
any standard that did not avowedly disregard flie per- 
• Bonal peculiarities of the individuals concerned. If pun¬ 
ishment stood on the moral grounds which are proposed 
for it, the first thing to be considered would be those lim¬ 
itations in the capacity for choosing rightly which arise » 
from abnormal instincts, want of education, lack of intelli¬ 
gence, and all the other defects which are most marked in 
the criminal classes. I do not say that they should not 
be, or at least I do not need to for my argument. I do 
not say that the criminal law does more good than harm. 

I only say that it is not enacted or administered on that 
theory. 

There remains to be mentioned the affirmative argument 
in favor of the theory of retribution, to the effect that the 
fitness of punishment following wrong-doing is axiomatic, 
and is instinctively recognized by unperverted minds. I 
think that it will be seen, on self-inspection, that this feel¬ 
ing of fitness is absolute and unconditional only in the case 
of our neighbors. It docs not seenf to me that any one 
who has satisfied himself that an act of his was wrong, 
and that he will never do it again, would feel the least 
need or propriety, as between himself and an earthly pun¬ 
ishing power alone, of bis being made to suffer for what he 
had done, although, when third persons were introduced, 
he might, as a philosopher, admit the necessity of hurt¬ 
ing him to frighten others. But when our neighbors do 
wrong, we sometimes feel the fitness of making them 
smart for it, whether they have repented or not. The 
feelhig of fitness seems to me to be only vengeance in 
disguise, and I have already admitted that vefigeanee Was 
an dement, though not the chief element, of punishment. 
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But, again, the aupposcd intuition of fitnesB does ndt 
seem Co me to be coextensive with the thing to be ac¬ 
counted for. The lesser punishments are just as fit for tb^ 
lesser crimes as the greater for the greater. The demand 
that crime should be followed by its punishment should 
therefore be equal and absolute in both. Again, a malum 
prohibitum is just as much a crime as a malum in se. If 
there is any general ground for punishment, it must apply 
to one ease as mucli as to the other. But it will hardly 
be said that, if the wrong in the ease just supposed con¬ 
sisted of a breach of the revenue laws, and the govern¬ 
ment had been indemnifiesd for the loss, we should feel 
any internal necessity tliat a man who had thoroughly 
repented of his wrong should be punished for it, except 
on the ground that his act was known to others. If it 
was known, the law would have to verify its threats in 
order that others miglit believe and tremble. But if the 
fact was a secret between the sovereign and the subject, 
the sovereign, if wholly free from passion, would undoubt¬ 
edly sec that punishment in such a ease was wholly with¬ 
out justification. 

On the other hand, there can be no case in which the 
law-maker makes certain conduct criminal without his 
thereby showing a wish and purpose to prevent that con¬ 
duct. Prevention would accordingly seem to be the chief 
and only universal purj)oae of punishment. The law 
tlircatens certain pains if you do certain things, intending 
thereby to give you a new motive for not doing them. If 
you persist in doing them, it has to inflict the pains in 
order that its threats may continue to bo believed. 

If this k a true account of the law as it stands, the law 
does undi)Uk)tcdIy treat the individual as a ijoeans to an 
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ead, and uses him as a tool to increase the general welfare 
at his own expense. It has been suggested abcwe, that 
,this course is perfectly proper; but even if it is wrong, 
om* criminal law follows it, and the theory of our criminal 
law must be shaped accordingly. 

Further evidence that our law exceeds the limits of 
retribution, and subordinates consideration of the individ¬ 
ual, to that of the public well-being, will be found in some 
doctrines which cannot be satisfactorily explained on any 
other ground. 

The first of these is, that even the deliberate taking of 
life will not be punished when it is the only way of saving 
one’s own. This principle is not so clearly established as 
that next to be mt^ntioned; but it has the support of very 
great authority.^ If that is the law, it must go on one of 
two grounds, either that self-preference is' proper in the 
case supposed, or that, even if it is improper, the law can¬ 
not prevent it by punishment, because a threat of death at 
some future time can never be a sufficiently powerful mo¬ 
tive to make a man choose death now in order to avoid the 
threat. If the former ground is adopted, it admits that a 
single person may sacrifice another to himself, and a for¬ 
tiori that a people may. If the latter view is taken, by 
abandoning punishment when it can no longer be expected 
to prevent an act, the law abandons the retributive and 
adopts the preventive theory. 

The next doctrine leads to still clearer conclusions. 
Ignorance of th& law is no excuse for breaking it. This 
substantive principle is sometimes put in the form of a 
rule of evidence, that every one is presumed to know the 

^ Cf, 1 East, P, C. 294; United States t. Holmes, 1 Wall. Jr. 1; 1 Bishop^ 
Critii. Law, §§ 847‘-349, 846 (6th ed.) ; 4 Bl. Comm. 81. * 
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few. It has accordingly been defended by Austin and 
others/on tlie ground of diflSculty of proof. If justice re¬ 
quires the fact to be ascertained, the difficulty of doing sc^ 
is no ground for refusing to try. But every one must feel 
that ignorance of the law could never be admitted as an 
excuse, even if the fact could be proved by sight and hear¬ 
ing in every case. Furthermore, now that partis can tes¬ 
tify, it may be doubted whether a man’s knowledge of the 
law is any harder to investigate than many questions which 
are gone into. The difficulty, such as it is, would be met 
by throwing the burden of proving ignorance on the law¬ 
breaker. 

The principle cannot be explained by saying that we are 
not only commanded to abstain from certain acts, but also 
to find out that we arc commanded. For if there were 
such a second command, it is very clear that the guilt of 
failing to obey it would bear no proportion to that of dis¬ 
obeying the principal command if known, yet the failure 
to know would receive the same punishment as the failure 
to obey the principal law. 

The true explanation of the rule is the same as that 
which accounts for the law’s indifference to a man’s par¬ 
ticular temperament, faculties, and so forth. Public policy 
sacrifices the individual to the general good. It is desira¬ 
ble that the burden of all should be equal, but it is still 
more desirable to put an end to robbery and murder. It 
is no doubt true that there are many cuvses in which the 
criminal could not have known that he'was breaking the 
law, but to admit the excuse at all would be to encourage 
ignorance where the law-maker has determined to make 
men know and obey, and justice to the individual is rightly 
outweighed) by the larger interests on the other side of the 
scales. ^ 
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If the foregoing aiguments are sound, it is already xuani- 
fest that liability to punishment cannot be finally and ab¬ 
solutely determined by considering the actual personal 
unworthiness of the criminal alone. That consideration 
will govern only so far as the public welfare permits or 
demands. And if we take into account the general re¬ 
sult which the criminal law is intended to bring about, • 
we shall see that the actual state of mind accompanying a 
criminal act plays a different part from what is commonly 
supposed. 

For the most part, the purpose of the criminal law is 
only to induce external conformity to rule. All law is di¬ 
rected to conditions of things manifest to the senses. And 
whether it brings those conditions to pass immediately by 
the use of force, as when it protects a house from a mob 
by soldiers, or appropriates private property to public use, 
or bangs a man in pursuance of a judicial sentence, or 
whether it brings them about mediately through men’s 
fears, its object is equally an external result. In directing 
itself against robbery or murder, for instance, its purpose is 
to put a stop to the actual physical taking and keeping of 
other men’s goods, or the actual poisoning, shooting, stab¬ 
bing, and otherwise putting to death of other men. If those 
things are not done, the law forbidding them is equally 
satisfied, whatever the motive. 

Considering this purely external purpose of the law 
together with the fact that it is ready to sacrifice the in¬ 
dividual so far^ as necessary in order to accomplish that 
purpose, we can see more readily than befor§ that the 
actual degree of personal guilt involved in any particular 
trfknsgression cannot be the only element, if it is an ele¬ 
ment at all, in the liability incurred. So ftr from its 
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being true, as is often assumed, that the conditio]i of a 
msm’s heart or conscience ought to be more considered 
in detennitung criminal than civil liability, it might al¬ 
most be said that it is the very opposite of truth. For* 
civil liability, in its immediate working, is simply a re¬ 
distribution of an existing loss between two individuals; 
and it will be argued in the next Lecture that sound pol¬ 
icy lets losses lie where they fall, except where a special 
reason can be shown for interference. The most frequent 
of such reasons is, that the party who is changed has been 
to blame.' 

It is not intended to deny that criminal liability, as 
well as civil, is founded on blameworthiness. Such a 
denial would shock the moral sense of any civilized com¬ 
munity ; or, to put it another way, a law which punished 
conduct which would not be blameworthy in the average 
member of the community would be too severe for that 
community to bear. It is only intended to point out that, 
when we arc dealing with that part of the law which aims 
more directly than any other at establishing standard^' of 
conduct, we should expect there more than elsewhere to 
find that the tests of liability are external, and independent 
of the degree of evil in the particular person’s motives or 
intentions. The conclusion follows directly from the nature 
of the standards to which conformity is required. ^ These 
are not only external, as was shown above, but they are of 
general application. They do not merely require that 
every man should get as near as he can to the best con¬ 
duct possible for him. They require him at his own peril 
to come up to a certain height. They take no account of 
incapacities, unless the weakness is so marked as to Ml 
into well-known exceptions, such as infrmey or madness. 
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They assume- that every man is as able as every other to 
behave as they command. If they fall on any one class 
harder than on another, it is on the weakest. For it is 
• precisely to those who ai*c most likely to err by tempera¬ 
ment, ignorance, or folly, that the threats of the law are 
the most dangerous. 

The reconciliation of the doctrine that liability is founded 
on blameworthiness with the existence of liability where 
the party is not to blame, will be worked out more fully in 
the next Lecture. It is found in the conception of the 
average man, the man of ordinary intelligence and reason¬ 
able prudence. Liability is said to arise out of such con¬ 
duct as would be blameworthy in him. But he is an 
ideal being, represented by the jury when they are ap¬ 
pealed to, and his conduct is an external or objective 
standard when applied to any given individual. That 
individual may be morally without stain, because he has 
less thau ordinary intelligence or prudence. But he is 
required to have those qualities at his peril. If he has 
thdfti, he will not, as a general rule, incur liability with¬ 
out blameworthiness. 

The next step is to take up some crimes in detail, 
and to discover what analysis will teach with regard 
to them. 

I will begin with murder. Murder is defined by Sir 
James Stephen, in his Digest of Criminal Law,^ as unlaw¬ 
ful homicide with malice aforethought, lu his earlier 
work,* he exphiined that malice meant wickedness, and 
that the .law had determined what states of mind were 
wicked in the necessary degree. Without the same pre- 
liminaiy he continues in his Digest as follows: — 

* Aft. ,223. 2 General View of the Criminal Law of England, p. 116. 
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** Malice aforethought means any one or more of the 

following states of mind. 

“ (a,) An intention to cause the death of, or grievous 
bodily harm to, any person, whether such person is theP 
person actually killed or not; 

(5.) Knowledge that the act which causes death will 
probably cause the death of, or grievous bodily harm to, 
some person, whether such person is the person actually 
killed or not, although such knowledge is accompanied by 
indifference whether death or grievous bodily harm is 
caused or not, or by a wish that it may not be caused; 

“ (c.) An intent to commit any felony whatever; 

** (d.) An intent to oppose by force any officer of justice 
on his way to, in, or returning from the execution of the 
duty of arresting, keeping in custody, or imprisoning any 
person whom he is lawfully entitled to arrest, keep in cus¬ 
tody, or imprison, or the duty of keeping the peace or dis¬ 
persing an unlawful assembly, provided that the offender 
has notice that the person killed is such an officer so em¬ 
ployed,” *' 

Malice, as used in common speech, includes intent, and 
something more. When an act is said to be done with an 
intent to do harm, it is meant that a wish for the harm is 
the motive of the act. Intent, however, is perfectly con¬ 
sistent with the harm being regretted as such, and being 
wished only as a means to something else. But when an 
act is said to be done maliciously, it is meant, not only that 
a wish for the harmful effect is the motive, but also that 
the harm is wished for its own sake, or, as Austin would 
say with more accuracy, for the sake of the pleasurable 
feeling which knowledge of the suffering caused by the 
act would excite. Kow it is apparent from Sir James 
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Stephen’s enumeration, that of these two elements of 
malice the intent alone is material to murder. It is just 
, as much murder to shoot a sentry for the purpose of re¬ 
leasing a friend, as to shoot him because you hate him. 
Malice, in the definition of murder, has not the same 
meaning as in common speech, and, in view of the con¬ 
siderations just mentioned, it has been thought to mean 
criminal intention.^ 

But intent again will be found to resolve itself into 
two things; foresight that certain consequences will fol¬ 
low from an act, and the wish for those consequences work¬ 
ing as a motive which induces the act. The question 
then is, whether intent, in its turn, cannot be reduced to a 
lower term. Sir James Stephen’s statement shows that 
it can be, and that knowledge that the act will probably 
cause death, that is, foresight of the consequences of the 
act, is enough in murder as in tort. 

For instance, a newly born child is laid naked out of 
doors, where it must perish as a matter of course. This is 
none the loss murder, that the guilty party would have 
been very glad to have a stranger find the child and 
save it.^ 

But again, What is foresight of consequences ?. It is a 
picture of a future state of things called up by knowledge 
of the present state of things, the future being viewed as 
standing to the present m the relation of effect to cause. 
Again, we must seek a reduction to lower terms. If the 
known present state of things is such that the act done 
will very certainly cause death, and the probability is 
a matter of common knowledge, one who does the act, 

1 Harris, Criminal Law, p. 13. * 

* Steph. Dig. Cxim. Law, Art. 223, Illustration (6), %nd n. 1. 
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knowing the present state of things, is guilty of murder, 
mid the daw will not inquire whether he did actually fore> 
see the consequences or not. The test of foresight is not 

f ^ 

what this very criminal foresaw, but what a man of reason* 
able prudence would have foreseen. 

On the other hand, there must be aetual present knowl¬ 
edge of the present facts which make an act dangerous. 
The act is not enough by itself. An act, it is true, im¬ 
ports intention in a certain sense. It is a muscular con¬ 
traction, and something more. A spasm is not an act. 
The contraction of the muscles must be willed. And as 
an adult who is master of himself foresees with mysterious 
accuracy the outward adjustment which will follow his 
inward effort, that adjustment may be said to be intended. 
But the intent necessarily accompanying the act ends there- 
Nothing would follow from the act except for the environ¬ 
ment. All acts, taken apart from their surrounding cir¬ 
cumstances, arc indifferent to the law. For instance, to 
crook the forefinger with a certain force is the same ^ct 
whether the trigger of a pistol is next it or not. It is 
only the surrounding circumstances of a pistol loaded 
and cocked, and of a human being in such relation to it 
as to be manifestly likely to be hit, that make the act a 
wrong. Hence, it is no sufficient foundation for liability, 
on any sound principle, that the proximate cause of loss 
was an act. 

The.reason for requiring an act is, that an act implies a 
choice, and that it is felt to be impolitic ^d ntqust to 
make a nian answerable for harm, unless he might have 
chosen otherwise. But the choice must be made vritH a 
chance of (Contemplating the consequence complained of, 
or else it no bearing on responsibility for that oemse- 
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quenoe* If this were not true, a man m%ht be held an< 
swerable for everything which would not have happened 
but for his choice at some past time. For instance, for 
having in a fit fallen on a man, which he would not 
have done had he not chosen to come to 4he city where he 
was taken ilL 

All foresight X)f the future, all choice with regard to any 
possible consequence of action, depends on what is known 
at the moment of choosing. An act cannot be wrong, 
even when done under circumstances in which it will, be 
hurtful, unless those circumstances are or ought to be 
known. A fear of punishment for causing harm cannot 
work as a motive, unless the poswsibility of harm may be 
foreseen. So far, then, as criminal liability is founded upon 
wrong-doing in any sense, and so far as the threats and 
punishments of the law are intended to deter men from 
bringing about various harmful results, they must be con¬ 
fined to cases where circumstances making the conduct 
dangerous were known. 

Still, in a more limited way, the same principle applies 
to knowledge tliat applies to foresight. It is enough that 
such circumstances were actually known as would have 
led a man of common understanding to infer from them 
the rest of the group making up the .present state of 
things. For instance, if a workman on a house-top at 
mid-day knows that the space below him is a street in a 
grcai^city, he knows facts from which a man of common 
understanding would infer that there tvere people passing 
below. He is therefore bound to draw that infei%nce, or, 
in other words, is chargeable with knowledge of that fact 
also, whether he draws the inference or not. then, he 
thepWB dpwn a heavy beam into the street,* he (^oes an act 
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which a person of ordinary prudence woiild foresee is 
likely te cause deaths or grievous bodily harm, and he is 
dealt with as if he foresaw it, whether he does so in &ct, 
or not. If a death is caused by the act, he is guilty of 
murder.^ But if the workman has reasonable cause to 
believe that the space below is a private yard from which 
every one is excluded, and which is used as a rubbish- 
heap, his act is not blameworthy, and the homicide is a 
mere misadventure. 

To make an act which causes death murder, then, the 
actor ought, on principle, to know, or have notice of the 
facts which make the act dangerous. There are certain 
exceptions to this principle which will be stated pres¬ 
ently, but they have less application to murder than to 
some smaller statutory crimes. The general rule prevails 
for the most part in murder. 

But furthermore, on the same principle, the danger 
which in fact exists under the known circumstances ought 
to be of a class which a man of reasonable prudence co^ild 
foresee. Iterance of a fact and inability to foresee a 
consequence have the same effect on blameworthiness. 
If a consequence cannot be foreseen, it cannot be avoided. 
But there is this practical difference, that whereas, in most 
cases, the question of knowledge is^ question of the actual 
condition of the defendant’s consciousness, the question of 
what he might have foreseen is determined by the stand¬ 
ard of the prudent man, that is, by general experience. 
For it is to be remembered that the object of the law is to 
prevent human life being endangered or taken; and that, 
although it so far considers blameworthiness in punishing 
as not to <hold a man responsible for consequences which 

*’ ^ 4 Bl. Oomin. 192. 
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, no one, or only some exceptional specialist, could have fore¬ 
seen, still the reason for this limitation is simply tt> make 
a rule which is not too hard for the average member of the 
community. As the purpose is to 4;ompel men to abstain 
from dangerous conduct, and not merely to restrain them 
from evil inclinations, the law requires them at their peril 
to know the teachings of common experience, just as it 
requires them to know the law. Subject to these explana^ 
tions, it may be said that the test of murder is the degree 
of danger to life attending the act under the known cir¬ 
cumstances of the casc.^ 

It needs no further explanation to show that, when 
the particular defendant docs for any reason foresee what 
an ordinary man of reasonable prudence would not have 
foreseen, the ground of exemption no longer applies. A 
harmful act is only excused on the ground that the party 
neither did foresee, nor could with proper care have fore¬ 
seen harm. 

It would seem, at first sight, that the above analysis 
ought to exhaust the whole subject of murder. But it 
does not without some further explanation. If a man 
forcibly resists an officer lawfully making an arrest, and 
kills him, knowing him to be an officer, it may be murder, 
although no act is done which, but for his official func¬ 
tion, would be criminal at all. So, if a man does an act 
with intent to commit a felony, and thereby accidentally 
kills another; for instance, if he fires at chickens, in¬ 
tending to steal them, and accidentally kills the owner, 
whom he does not sec. Such a case as this la&t seems 
hardly to be reconcilable with the general principles which 
have been laid down. It has been argued somewhat as 


1 Cf. 4 Bl. Comm. 197. 
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follow^: — The only blameworthy act is firing at the 
chicke^, “knowing them to belong to another. It is 
neither more nor less so because an accident happens 
afterwards; and hitting a man, whose presence could not* 
have been suspected, is an accident. The fact that the 
shooting is felonious does not make it any more likely 
to kill people. If the object of the rule is to prevent 
such accidents, it should make accidental killing with fire* 
arms murder, not 'accidental killing in the effort to steal; 
while, if its object is to prevent stealing, it would do bet¬ 
ter to hang one thief in every thousand by lot. 

Still, the law is intelligible as it stands. The general 
test of murder is the degree of danger attending the acts 
under the known state of facts. If certain acts are re¬ 
garded as peculiarly dangerous under certain circum¬ 
stances, a legislator may make them punishable if done 
under these circumstances, although the danger was not 
generally known. The law often takes this step, although 
it does not nowadays often inflict death in such cases. It 
sometimes goes even further, and requires a man to Snd 
out present facts, as well as to foresee future harm, at his 
peril, although they are not such as would necessarily be 
inferred from the facts known. 

Thus it is a statutory offence in England to abduct a girl 
under sixteen from the possession of the person having 
lawful charge of her. If a man does acts which induce a 
girl under sixteen to leave her parents, he is not charge¬ 
able, if he had no reason to know that she was under the 
lawful charge of her parents,^ and it may be presumed that 
he would not be, if he had reasonable cause to believe tiiiai 
she was ahoy* But if he knowingly abducts a girl from 

^ ^ JSeg, ▼, Hihhert^ L. R. 1 C, C. ISA 
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parents, he must find out her age at his peril. It is 
nd defence that he had every reason to think hero'Vier six> 
teen.^ So, under a prohibitory liquor law, it has been held 
Ihkt, if a man sells Plantation Bitters,” it is no defence 
that he does not know them to be intoxicating.^ And 
there are other examples of the same kind. 

Now, if experience shows, or is deemed by the law-maker 
to show, that somehdw or other deaths wliich the evidence 
makes accidental happen disproportionately often in connec¬ 
tion with other felonies, or with resistance to officers, or if 
on any other ground of policy it is deemed desirable to make 
special efforts for the prevention of such deaths, the law¬ 
maker may consistently treat acts which, under the known 
circumstances, are felonious, or constitute resistance to offi¬ 
cers, as having a sufficiently dangerous tendency to be put 
under a special ban. The law may, therefore, throw on 
the actor the peril, not only of the consequences foreseen 
by Jhim, but also of consequences which, although not pre¬ 
dicted by common experience, the legislator apprehends. 
I do not, however, mean to arg\ie that the rules under 
discussion arose on the above reasoning, any more than 
that they are right, or would be generally applied in this 
country. 

Returning to the main line of thought it will be instruct¬ 
ive to consider the relation of manslaughter to murder. 
One great difference between the two will be found to lie 
in the de^^e of danger attaching to the act in the given 
state of facts. If a man strikes another with a small stick 
wliich is not likely to kill, and which he has no reason to 
suppose will do more than slight bodily harm, but which 

* Heff. V. Prince, L. R, 2 C. C, 164. 

* GommonweaMh v. HaZlett, lOS Mass. 462. 
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does kill the other, ho commits manslaughter, noit murder.^ 
But if» the blow is struck as hard as possible with an iron 
bar an inch thick, it is murder.^ So if, at th^ time o{ 
striking with a switch, the party knows an ad(titional fiict, 
by reason of which he foresees that death will be the con¬ 
sequence of a slight blow, as, for instance, that the other 
has heart disease, the offence is equally murder.® To ex¬ 
plode a barrel of gunpowder in a crowded street, and 
kill people, is murder, although the actor hopes that no 
such harm will be done.^ *But to kill a man by careless 
riding in the same street would commonly be manslaugh¬ 
ter.® Perhaps, however, a case could be put where the 
riding was so manifestly dangerous that it would be mur¬ 
der. 

To recur to an example which has been used already for 
another purpose: “ When a workman flings down a stone 
or piece of timber into the street, and kills a man; this 
may be either misadventure, manslaughter, or murder, ac¬ 
cording to the circumstances under which the original 
act was done: if it were in a country village, where few 
passengers are, and he calls out to all people to have a 
care, it is misadventure only ; but if it were in London, 
or other populous town, where people are continually 
passing, it is manslaughter, though he gives loud warn¬ 
ing ; and murder, if he knows of their passing, and gives 
no warning at all.” ® 

Tlie law of manslaughter contains another doctrine 

^ Stephen, Dig. Cr. Law, Art. 223, Illuatr. (5); Foster, 294, 295. 

* Cf. Gh'wy's case, cited 2 Strange, 774. 

* Steph. Dig., Art. 223, Ilhistr. (1). 

* Steph. Dig., Art. 223, Illustr. (8). 

* Jtese v^AfasUn, 6 C. & F. 396. Cf. Jlegf. y. SwindaU, 2 C. & K. 230. 

4 4 Bl. Cc^ram. 192, 
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whioh should be referred to in order to complete the 
understanding of the general principles of the criminal 
law. This doctrine is, that provocation may recfuce an 
•offence which would otherwise have been murder to man¬ 
slaughter, According to current morality, a man is not so 
much to blame for an act done under the disturbance of 
great excitement, caused by a wrong done to himself, as 
when he is calm. The law is made to govern men through 
their motives, and it must, therefore, take their mental 
constitution into account. » 

It might be urged, on the other side, that, if the object 
of punishment is prevention, the heaviest punishment 
should be threatened where the strongest motive is needed 
to restrain; and primitive legislation seems sometimes to 
have gone on that principle. But if any threat will re¬ 
strain a man in a passion, a threat of less than death will 
be sufficient, and therefore the extreme penalty has been 
thought excessive. 

At the same time the objective nature of legal standards 
is Shown even here. The mitigation does not come from 
the fact that the defendant was beside himself with rage. 
It is not enough that he had grounds which would have 
had the same effect on every man of his standing and 
education. The most insulting words are not provocation, 
although to this day, and still more yrhen the law was 
established, many people would rather die than suffer 
them without action. There must be provocation suffi-' 
cieut to justify the passion, and the law decides on general 
considerations what provocations are sufficient. ^ 

It is said that even what the law admits to be provo¬ 
cation does not extenuate the guilt of homicide, unless the 
pduon provoked is at the time when he does^the deed 
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deprived of the power of self-control by the provocatidn 
which he has received” ^ There are obvious reasons for 

cl 

taking the actual state of the defendant’s consciousness 
into account to this extent. The only ground for not 
plying the general rule is^ that the defendant was in such 
a state that he could not be expected to remember or be 
influenced by the fear of punishment; if he could be, the 
ground of exception disappears. Yet even here, rightly or 
wrongly, the law has gone far in the direction of adopting 
external tests. The courts seem to have decided between 
murder and manslaughter on such grounds as the nature 
of the weapon used,^ or the length of time between the 
provocation and the act.^ But in other cases the ques¬ 
tion whether tlie prisoner was deprived of self-pontrol by 
passion has been left to the jury.^ 

As the object of this Ijccture is not to give an outline 
of the criminal law', but to explain its general theory, I 
shall only consider such oftences as throw some special 
light upon the subject, and shall treat of those in such 
order as seems best fitted for that purpose. It wdll ^ow 
be useful to take up malicious mischief, and to compare 
the malice required*to constitute that offence wdth the 
malice aforethought of murder. 

The charge of malice aforethought in an indictment for 
murder has been jshown not to mean a state of the de¬ 
fendant’s mind, as is often thought, except in the sense 
that he knew circumstances which did in fact make his 
conduct dangerous. It is, in truth, an allegation like that 

of negligence, which asserts that the party accused did not 
♦ 

' Steph. Dig. Cr. Law, Art. 225. 

* Bax V. ShaWy 6 C. & P, 372., 

* Rex y. Onehyy 2 Strange, 766, 778, 

* Bex V. Hayward, 6 C. & P. 157. 
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QOaiie ttp to tlie legal standard of action under the eircum- 
stanoes in which he found himself, and also that the^ was 
no exceptional fact or excuse present which took the case 
out of the general rule. It is an averment of a conclusion 
of law which is permitted to abridge the facts (positive 
and negative) on whicli it is founded. 

When a statute punishes the “ wilfully and maliciously 
injuring another’s property, it is arguable, if not clear, 
that something more is meant. The presumption that the 
second word was not added without some meaning is sec¬ 
onded by the unreasonableness of making every wilful 
trespass criminal.^ If this reasoning prevails, maliciously 
is here used in its popular sense, and imports that the 
motive for the defendant's act was a wish to harm the 
owner of the property, or the thing itself, if living, as an 
end, and for the sake of the harm. Malice in this sense 
has nothing in common with the malice of murder. 

Statutory law need not profess to be consistent with 
itself, or with the theory adopted by judicial decisions. 
Hence there is strictly no need to reconcile such a statute 
with the principles which have been explained. But there 
is no inconsistency. Although punishment must be con¬ 
fined to compelling external conformity to a rule of conduct, 
so far that it can always be avoided by avoiding or doing 
certain acts as required, with whatever intent or for what¬ 
ever motive, still the prohibited conduct may not be hurtful 
unless it is accompanied by a particular state of feeling. 

Common disputes about property are satisfactorily set¬ 
tled by compensation. But every one knows that., some¬ 
times secret harm is done by neighbor to neighbor out of 

^ i^amirumweaUh y. WoHdm, 3 Gash. (Moss.) 558. Cf. Sl^h. Ocu. 
View oif the Cnm. Law, 84, 
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pure malice and spite. The damage can be paid for, but 
the malignity calls for revenge, and the difficulty of de- 
tccting the authors of such wrongs, which are always done 
secretly, affords a ground for punishment, even if revenge 
is thought insufficient. 

How far the law will go in this direction it is hard to 
say. The ciime of arson ip defined to be the malicious and 
wilful burning of the house of another man, and is gener¬ 
ally discussed in close connection with malicious mischief. 
It has been thought that the burning was not malicious 
where a prisoner set fire to his prison, not from a desire to 
consume the building, but solely to effect his escape. But 
it seems to be the better opinion that this is arson,^ in 
which case an intentional burning is malicious within the 
meaning of the rule. When we remember that arson was 
the subject of one of the old appeals which take us far 
back into the early law,^ we may readily understand that 
only intentional burnings were redressed in that way.® 
The appeal of arson was brother to the appeal de pace et 
plagis. As the latter was founded on a warlike assault, 
the former supposed a house-firing for robbery or revenge,* 
such as that by which Njal perished in the Icelandic Saga. 
But this crime seems to have had the same history as 
others. As soon as intent is admitted to be sufficient, the 
law is on the high-road to an external standard. A man 
who intentionally sets fire to his own house, which is so 
near to other houses that the fire will manifestly endanger 
them, is guilty of arson if one of the other houses is burned 
in con,sequence.® In this case, an act which would not 

1 2 Bishop Crim. Law, § 14 (6tli ed.). 

* Glanv., Lib. XIV. c. 4. 

® Birct., fol. 146 h. * Ibid. 

* 2 East, P. C., c. 21, §§ 7, 8, pp. 1027, 1081. 
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have been arson, taking only its immediate consequences 
into account, becomes arson by reason of more renntte con¬ 
sequences which were manifestly likely to follow, whether 
they were actually intended or not. If that may be the 
effect of setting fire to things which a man has a right to 
burn, so far as they alone are concerned, why, on prin¬ 
ciple, should it not be the effect of any other act which 
is equally likely under the surrounding circumstances to 
cause the same harm ? Cases may easily be imagined 
where firing a gun, or making a chemical mixture, or 
piling up oiled riigs, or twenty other things, might be 
manifestly dangerous in the highest degree and actually 
lead to a conflagration. If, in such cases, the crime is 
held to have been committed, an external standard is 
reached, and the analysis which has been made of murder 
applies here. 

There is another class of cases in which intent plays an 
important part, for quite different reasons from those which 
have been offered to account for the law of malicious mis¬ 
chief. The most obvious examples of this class are ciirni- 

I' 

nal attempts. Attempt and intent, of course, arc two dis¬ 
tinct things. Intent to commit a crime is not itself criminal. 
There is no law against a man’s intending to commit a 
murder the day after to-morrow. The law only deals with 
conduct. An attempt is an overt act. It differs from the 
attempted crime in this, that the act has failed to bring 
about the result which would liave given it the character 
of the principal crime. If an attempt to murder results 
in death within a year and a day, it is mufdcr. If an 
attempt to steal results in carrying off the owner’s goods, 
it is larceny. 

If an act is done of which the natural and probable 
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effect under the circumstances is the accomplishment of 
a substontive crime, the criminal law, wldle it may prop* 
erly enough moderate* the severity of punishment if the* 
act has not that effect in the particular case, can hardly 
abstain altogether from punishing it, on any theory. It 
has been ai’gucd that an actual intent is all that can 
give the act a criminal character in such instances.^ But 
if the views whieh I have advanced as to murder and 
manslaughter are sound, the same principles ought logi¬ 
cally to determine the criminality of acts in general. Acts 
should be judged by their tendency under the known 
circumstances, not by the actual intent which accompa¬ 
nies them. 

It may be true that in the region of attempts, as else¬ 
where, the law began with cases of actual intent, as those 
cases are the most obvious ones. But it cannot stop with 
them, unless it attaches more importance to the etymo¬ 
logical meaning of the word attem,pt than to the general 
principles of punishment. Accordingly there is at least 
color of authority for the proposition that an act is pun¬ 
ishable as an attemi)t, if, supposing it to have produced 
its natural and probable effect, it would have amounted 
to a substantive crime.^ 

But such acts are not the only punishable attempts. 
There is another class in which actual intent is clearly 
necessary, and the existence of this class as well as the 
name (attempt) no doubt tends to affect the whole 
doctrine. 

Some acts may bo attempts or misdemeanors whiidi 

1 1 Bishop, Crim. Law, § 736 (6th ed.). 

® Eeg, v*: 2 Moo. & Rob. 631; Jteg. v. 9 C. & P. 268. 

The statement, that a man is presumed to intend the natural consequences 
of his acts is a mere fiction disguising the true theory. See Lecture IV. 
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could not have effected the crime unless followed Ujr 
other acts on the part of the wrong-doer. For instance, 
•lighting a match with intent to set fire to a haystack 
has been held to amount to a criminal attempt to bum 
it, although the defendant blow out the match on semng 
that he was watched,^ So the purchase of dies for mak¬ 
ing counterfeit coin is a misdemeanor, although of course 
the coin would not be counterfeited unless the dies were 
used-* 

In such cases the law goes on a new principle, different 
from that governing most substantive crimes. The reason 
for punishing any act must generally be to prevent some 
hann which is foreseen as likely to follow that act under 
the circumstances in which it is done. In most substantive 
crimes the ground on which that likelihood stands is the 
common working of natural causes as shown by experience. 
But when an act is punished the natural effect of which is 
not harmful under the circumstances, that ground alone 
will not suffice. The probability does not exist unless there 
are grounds for expecting that the act done will be fol¬ 
lowed by other acts in connection with which its effect 
will be harmful, although not so otherwise. But as in 
fact no such acts have followed, it cannot, in general, be 
^G^isumed, from the mere doing of what has been done, that 
they would have followed if the actor had not been inter¬ 
rupted. They would not have followed it unless the actor 
had chosen, and the only way generally available to show 
that he would have chosen to do them is by shoving that 
he intended to do them when he did what he did. The 
accompanying intent in that case renders the otherwise 

^ V. Taylor^ 1 F. & F. 511. 

* V. JtohcrtSf 26 L. J. M. C. 17 ; s. c. Dearely, C? C. 639. 
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idnoccnt act harmful^ because it raises a probability that 
it will be followed by such other acts and events as will 
all together result in harm. The impoi’tance of the intent* 
is not to show that the act was wicked, but to show that 
it was likely to be followed by hurtful consequences. 

It will be readily seen that there are limits to this kind 
of liability. The law does not punish every act which is 
done with the intent to bring about a crime. If a man 
starts from Boston to. Cambridge for the purpose of com¬ 
mitting a murder when he gets there, but is stopped by 
the draw and goes home, he is no more punishable than if 
he had sat in his chair and resolved to shoot somebody, 
but on second thoughts had given up the notion. On" 
the other haml, a slave who ran after a white woman, but 
desisted before he caught her, has been convicted of an at¬ 
tempt to commit rape.^ We have seen what amounts to 
an attempt to burn a haystack ; but it was said in the same 
case, that, if the defendant had gone no further than to buy 
a box of matches for the purpose, he would not have been 
liable. 

Eminent judges have been puzzled where to draw the 
line, or even to state’ the principle on which it should be 
drawn, between the two sets of cases. But the principle 
is believed to be similar to that on which all other lines 
are drawn by the law. Public policy, that is to say, legis¬ 
lative considerations, are at the bottom of the matter; 
the considerations being, in this case, the nearness of the 
danger, Jbhe greatness of the harm, and the degree of ap¬ 
prehension felt. When a man buys matches to foe a 
haystack, or starts on a journey meaning to murder at the 
end of it^ there is still a considerable chance that he will 

1 Lewis V. TJte State, 85 Ala. 880. 



THE CRIMINAL LAW. 


69 


change his mind before he comes to the point. But when 
he has struck the matcli^ or cocked and aimed the pistol, 
i;here is veiy little chance that he will not persist to the 
end, and the danger becomes so great that the law steps 
in. With an object which could not be used innocently, 
the point of intciTention might bo put further back, as 
in the case of the purchase of a die for coining. 

The degree of apprehension may alfect the decision, as 
well as the degree of probability that the crime will be 
accomplished. No doubt the fears peculiar to a slave¬ 
owning community had their share in the conviction which 
has just been mentioned. 

There is one doubtful point which should not be passed 
over. It has been thought that to shoot jit a block of wood 
thinking it to be a man is not an attempt to murder,^ and 
that to put a hand into an empty })ocket, intending to pick 
it, is not an attempt to commit larceny, although on the 
latter question there is a difFcrcncc of opinion.^ The rea¬ 
son given is, that an act which could !iot Imvc effected the 
crime if the actor had been allowed to follow it up to all 
results to which in the nature of things it could have led, 
cannot be an attempt to commit that crime when inter¬ 
mitted. At some point or other, of course, the law must 
adopt this conclusion, unless it goes on the theory of retri¬ 
bution for guilt, and not of prevention of harm. 

But even to prevent harm effectually it will not do to 
be too exact 1 do not suppose that firing a pistol at a 
man with intent to kill him is any the less an att^irnpt to 
murder because the bullet misses its aim. Yet there the 
act has produced the whole effect possible to it in the 

1 See M^Phermt’s case, Dearsly & Bell, 197, 201, Bramwell, B. 
a Cf. 1 Bishop, Orim. Uw, §§ 741-745 {6th ed.). * 
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course^of nature. It is just as impossible that that ballet 
under those circumstances should hit that man, as to pick 
an empty pocket. But there is no difficulty in saying tha^ 
such an act under such circumstances is so dangerous, so 
far as the possibility of human foresight is concerned, that 
it should be punished. No one can absolutely know, 
though many would be pretty sure, exactly where the 
bullet will strike; and if the harm is done, it is a very 
great harm. If a man fires at a block, no harm can pos¬ 
sibly ensue, and no theft can be committed in an empty 
pocket, besides that the harm of successful theft is less 
than that of murder. Yet it might be said that even such 
things as those should be punished, in order to make dis¬ 
couragement broad enough and easy to, understand. 

There remain to be considered certain substantive crimes, 
which differ in very important ways from murder and the 
like, and for tlie exidanation of which the foregoing analysis 
of intent in criminal attempts and analogous misdemeanors 
will be found of service. 

The type of these is larceny. Under' this name acts are 
punished which of themselves would not be sufficient to 
accomplish the evil which tlio law seeks to prevent, and 
which are treated as equally criminal, whether the evil 
has been accomplished or not. Murder, manslaughter, 
and arson, on the other hand, are not committed unless 
the evil is accomplished,’ and they all consist of acts the 
tendency of which under the surrounding circumstapeos is 
to hurt or destroy person or property by the mere working 
of natural laws. 

In larceny the consequences immediately flowing from 
the act are generally exhausted with little or ho harm to 
the owner. Goods are removed from his possession by 
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trespass, and that is all, when the crime is complete. But 
Hiey must be permanently kept from him before flie harm 
»is done which the law seeks to prevent. A momentary 
loss of possession is not what has been guarded against 
with such severe penalties. What the law means to pre¬ 
vent is the loss of it wholly and forever, as is shown by the, 
fact that it is not larceny t^ take for a temporary use with¬ 
out intending to deprive the owner of his property. If 
then the law punishes the mere act of taking, it punishes 
an act which will not of itself produce the evil effect 
sought to be prevented, and punishes it before that effect 
^ has in any way come to pass. 

The reason is plain enough. The law cannot wait until 
the property has been used up or destroyed in other hands 
than the owner’s, or until the owner has died, in order to 
make sure that the harm which it seeks to prevent has 
been. done. And for the same reason it cannot confine 
itself to acts likely to do that hann. For the harm of 
permanent loss of property will not follow from the act of 
taking, but only from the series of acts which constitute re¬ 
moving and keeping the property after it has been taken. 
After these preliminaries, the bearing of intent upon the 
c^me is easily seen. 

According to Mr. Bishop, larceny is the taking and re¬ 
moving, by trespass, of personal property which the tres¬ 
passer knows to belong cither generally or specially to 
another, with the intent to deprive such owner of his owner¬ 
ship therein; and perhaps it should be added, for the sake 
of some advantage to the trespasser, — a proposition on 
which the decisions are not harmonious.” ^ 

There inust be an intent to deprive sueh o#ncr of his 

* 2 Bishop, Crfm. Law, § 758 (6th ed.). * 
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ownership therein, it is said. But why? Is it because the 
law is nlore anxious not to put a man in prison for stealing 
unless he is actually wicked, than it is not to hang him ^ 
for killing another ? That can hardly be. The true 
answer is, that the intent is an index to the external 
, event wliich probably would have happened, and that, if 
the law is to punish at all, it must, in this case, go on 
probabilities, not on accomplished facts. The analogy to 
the manner of dealing with attempts is plain. Theft 
may be called an attempt to permanently deprive a man of 
his property, which is punished with the same severity 
whether successlul or not. If theft can rightly be con¬ 
sidered in this way, intent must play the same part as in 
other attempts. An act which does not fully accomplish 
the^ prohibited result may be made wrongful by evidence 
that but for some interference it would have been followed 
by other acts co-ordinated with it to produce that result. 
This can only be shown by showing intent. In theft the 
intent to deprive the owner of his property establishes that 
the thief would have retained, or would not have taken 
steps to restore, the stolen goods. Nor would it matter 
that the thief afterwards changed his mind and returned 
the goods. From the point of view of attempt, the crime 
was already complete when the property was carried off. 

It may be objected to this view, that, if intent is only a 
makeshift which from a practical necessity takes the place 
of actual deprivation, it ought not to be required where 
the actual deprivation is wholly accomplished, provided the 
same criminal act produces tlie whole effect. Suppose, for 
instance, that by one and the same motion a man seizes and 
backs another’s horse over a precipice. The whole evil 
whidi the law seeks to prevent is the natural and manifestly 
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certain consequence of the act under the known circumstan¬ 
ces. ' In such a case, if the law of larceny is consistent with 
IJie theories here maintained, the act should be passed upon 
according to its tendency, and the actual intent of the 
wrong-doer not in any way considered. Yet it is possi¬ 
ble, to say the least, that even in such a case the intent 
would make all tlic dilferencb. I assume that the act was 
without excuse and wrongful, and that it would have 
amounted to larceny, if done for the purpose of depriving 
the owner of his horse. Nevertheless, if it was done for 
the sake of an experiment, and without actual foresight of 
the destruction, or evil design against the owner, the tres¬ 
passer might not be held a thief. 

The inconsistency, if there is one, seems to be explained 
by the way in which the law has grown. I’he distinctions 
of the common law as to tlieft arc not those of a broad 
theory of legislation; they are highly technical, and very 
largely dependent ux)on histr)ry for explanation.' 

The type of theft is taking to one’s own iisc.^ It used 
to be, and sometimes still is, thouglit that the taking must 
be lucri mma^ for the sake of some advantage to the thief. 
In such cases the owner is deprived of his property by the 
thiefs keeping it, not by its destruction, and the permar 
nenee of his loss can only be judged of beforehand by the 
intent to keep. The intent is therefore always necessary, 
and it is naturally stated in the form of a sclf-regtird- 
ing intent. It was an advance on the old precedents 
when it was decided that the intent to deprive the owner 
of his property was sufficient. As late as 1815 the Eng¬ 
lish judges stood only six to live in favor of the proposition 

^ Cf. Stephen, General View of Criminal Law of England, 49 et seq. 

* Cf. Stephen, Ge.neud View, 49-52; 2 East, P, C. 553. • 
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that it was larceny to take a horse intending to kill it for 
no other purpose than to destroy evidence against a friend.^ 
Even that case, however, did not do away with the univer¬ 
sality of intent as a test, for the destmction followed the 
taking, and it is an ancient rule that the criminality of the 
act must be detennined by the state of things at the time 
of the taking, and not afterwards. Whether the law of 
larceny would follow what seems to be the general princi¬ 
ple of criminal law, ot would be held back by tradition, 
could only be decided by a case like that supposed above, 
where the same act accomplishes both taking and destruc¬ 
tion. As has been suggested already, tradition might very 
possibly prevail. 

Another crime in which the peculiarities noticed in lar¬ 
ceny are still more clearly marked, and at the same time 
more easily explained, is burglary. It is defined as break¬ 
ing and entering any dwelling-house by night with intent 
to commit a felony therein.^ The object of punishing such 
a breaking and entering is not to prevent trespasses, even 
when committed by night, but only such trespasses as are 
the first step to wrongs of a greater magnitude, like robbery 
or murder.® In this case the function of intent when 
proved appears more clearly than in theft, but it is precisely 
similar. It is an index to the probability of certain future 
acts which the law seeks to prevent. And here the law 
gives evidence that this is the true explanation. For if 
the apprehended act did follow, then it is no longer necea* 
sary to allege that the breaking and entering was with that 
intent. An indictment for buiglary which chaigcs that 

* Rex^, Cabbage^ Russ. & Ry. 292. 

^ Cf. 4 Bh Comm. 224; Steph. Dig. Oiim. Law, Arts. 319. 

* C£ 4 SI. Comm. 227, 228. 
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the defendant broke into a dwelling-house and stoic certain 
property, is just as good as one which alleges that he broke 
Jn with intent to stcal.^ 

It is believed that enougli lias now been said to explain 
the general theory of criminal liability, as it stands at com¬ 
mon law. The result may bo suaiincd up as follows. 

All acts are indifferent per se,' 

In the characteristic type of substantive crime acts are 
rendered criminal because tliey are done under circumstan¬ 
ces in which they will probably cause some harm which 
the law seeks to prevent. 

The test of criminality in such cases is the degree of 
danger shown by experience to attend that act under 
those circumstances. 

In such cases the mem rea, or actual wickedness of Jhe 
party, is wholly unnecessary, and all reference to the state 
of his consciousness is misleading if it means anything 
more than that the cii*cumstauccs in connection with 
which the tendency of his act is judged are the circum¬ 
stances known to him. Even the requirement of knowl¬ 
edge is subject to certain limitations. A man must find 
out at his peril things which a reasonable and prudent 
man would have inferred from the things actually known. 
In some cases, especially of statutory crimes, he must go 
even further, and, when he knows certain facts, must find 
out at his peril whether the other facts are present which 
would make the act criminal. A man who abducts a girl 
from her parents in England must find out atjhis peril 
whether she is under sixteen. 

1 1 Starkie, Cr. PI. 177. This doctrine goes further tlian my argument 
requires. For if burglary were dealt with only on the footflig of an at¬ 
tempt, the whole crime would have to he complete at the ii^^ment of break¬ 
ing into the house. Cf. v. FiimivaJ^ Russ. & Ry. 445. 



76 


THE COMMON LAW. 


In some cases it may be that the consequence of the 
act, uiftler the circumstances, must be actually foreseen, 
if it is a consequence which a prudent man would not 
have foreseen. The reference to the prudent man, as a 
standard, is the only form in which blameworthiness as 
such is an element of crime, and what would bo blame¬ 
worthy in such a man is jui element; — first, as a survival 
of true moral standards ; sccon<l, because to punish what 
would not be blameworthy in an average member of the 
community would be to enforce a standard which was 
indefensible theoretically, and which practically was too 
high for that coirtnninity. 

In some cases, actual malice or intent, in the common 
meaning of those words, is an element in crime. But it 
will be found that, wlitai it is so, it is because the act 
when done maliciously is followed by harm which would 
not have followed the act alone, or because the intent 
raises a strong probability that an act, innocent in itself, 
will be followed by other acts or events in connection with 
which it wall accomplish the result sought to be prevented 
by the law. 



LECTURE III. 

TORTS.—TRESPASS AND NEGLIGENCE. 

The object of the next two Lectures is to discover whether 
there is any common ground at the bottom of all liability 
in tort, and if so, what that ground is. Supposing the 
attempt to succeed, it will reveal the general principle 
of civil liability at common law. The liabilities incurred 
by W’ay of contract are more or less expi’cssly fixed by 
the agreement of the parties concerned, but those arising 
from a tort are independent of any previ<jus consent of the 
wrong-doer to bear the loss occasioned by his act. If A 
fails to pay a certain sum on a certain day, or to deliver a 
lecture on a certain night, after having made a binding 
promise to do so, the damages which he has to pay are 
recovered in accordance with his consent that some or 
all of the harms which may be caused by his failure shall 
fall upon him. But when A assaults or slanders his neigh¬ 
bor, or converts his neighbor’s property, he does a harm 
which he has never consented to bear, and if the law 
makes him pay for it, the reason for doing so must be 
found in some general* view of the conduct which every 
one may fairly expect and demand from every; other, 
whether that other has agreed to it or not. 

Such a general view is very hard to find. The law did 
not begin with a theory. It lias never worked *0116 out. 
The point from which it started and that at which I shall 
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try to show that it has arrived, are on different planes. 
In thh progress from one to the other, it is to be expected 
that its course should not be straight and its direction 
not always visible. All that can be done is to point out 
a tendency, and to justify it. The tendency, which is our 
main concern, Ls a matter ^f fact to be gathered from the 
cases. But the difficulty of showing it is much enhanced 
by the circumstance that, until lately, the substantive law 
has been approached only through the categories of the 
forms of action. Discussions of legislative principle have 
been darkened by arguments on the limits between trespass 
and case, or on the scope of a general issue. In place of 
a theory of tort, w(^ have a theory of trespass. And even 
within that narrower limit, precedents of the time of the 
assize mdjurata have been applied without a thought of 
their connection with a long forgotten procedure. 

Since the ancient forms of action have disappeared, a 
broader treatment of the subject ought to be possible. 
Ignorance is the best of law reformers. People are glad 
to discuss a question on general principles, when they 
have forgotten the special knowledge necessary for tech¬ 
nical reasoning. But the present willingness to generalize 

« _ 

is founded on more than merely negative grounds. The 

philosophical habit of the day, the frequency of legislation, 
and the ease with which the law may be changed to meet 
the opinions and wishes of the public, all make it nat¬ 
ural and unavoidable that judges as well as others should 
openly discuss the legislative principles upon which their 
decisions must always rest in the end, and should base 
their judgments upon broad considerations of policy to 
which the traditions of the bench would hardly have tol¬ 
erated a reference fifty years ago. 
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The buBiness of the law of torts is to fix the dividing 
lines between those cases in which a man is liable fof harm 
which he has done, and those in which he is not. But it 
cannot enable him to predict with certainty whether a 
given act under given circumstances will make him liable, 
because an act will rarely have that elFect unless followed 
by damage, and for the most part, if not always, the con¬ 
sequences of an act are not knowii, but only guessed at as 
more or less probable. All the rules that the law can lay 
down beforehand are rules for detcniiining the conduct 
which will be followed by liability if it is followed by 
hann, — that is, the conduct which a man pursues at his 
periL The only guide for the future to be drawn from a 
decision against a defendant in an action of tort is that 
similar acts, under circumstances which cannot be distin¬ 
guished except by the result from those of the defendant, 
are done at the peril of the actor ; that if he escapes lia¬ 
bility, it is simply because by good fortune no harm comes 
of his conduct in the particular event. 

If, therefore, there is any common ground for all liabil¬ 
ity in tort, we shall best find it by eliminating the event as 
it actually turns out, and by considering only the princi¬ 
ples on which the peril of his conduct is thrown upon the 
actor. We are to ask what are the elements, on the de¬ 
fendant’s side, which must all be present before liability 
is possible, and the presence of which will commonly make 
him liable if damage follows. 

The law of torts abounds in moral phraseology. ^ It has 
much to say of wrongs, of malice, fraud, intent, and negli¬ 
gence. Hence it may naturally be supposed that the risk 
of a man’s conduct is thrown upon him as the*result of 
some moral short-coming. But while this notion has been 



80 


THE COMMON LAW. 


entertained, the extreme opposite will be found to have 
been S far more popular opinion; — I moan the notion that 
a man is answerable for all the consequences of his act®, 
or, in other words, that he acts at his peril always, and 
wholly irrespective of the state of his consciousness upon 
the matter. 

To test the former opinion it would be natural to take 
up successively the several words, such as negligence and 
inter^t, which in the language of morals designate various 
well-understood states of mind, and to show their signifi¬ 
cance in the law. To test the latter, it would perhaps be 
more convenient to (ionsider it under the head of the sev¬ 
eral forms of action. Ho many of our autliorities are de¬ 
cisions under one or another of these forms, tliat it will not 
be safe to neglect them, at least in the first instance ; and 
a compromise between the two modes of approaching the 
subject may be reached by beginning witli the jiction of 
trespass and the notion of negligence together, leaving 
wrongs which arc defined as intentional for the next 
Lecture. 

Trespass lies for unintentional, as well as for intended 
wrongs. Any wrongful and direct application of force 
is redressed by that action. It therefore affords a fair 
field for a discussion of the general principles of liability 
for unintentional wrongs at common law. For it can 
hardly be supposed that a man’s responsibility for the 
consequences of his acts varies as the remedy happens to 
fall on one side or the other of the penumbra which sep¬ 
arates trespass from the action on the case. And the 
greater part of the law of torts will bo found under one 
or the 6ther of those two heads. 

It raigltt be hastily assumed that the action on the case 
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is founded on the defendant’s negligence. But if that be 
so, the same doctrine must prevail in trespass. It might 
J>e assumed that trespass is founded on the defendant’s 
having 'caused damage by his act, without regard to negli¬ 
gence. But if that be true, the law must apply the same 
criterion to other wrongs differing from trespass only in 
some technical point; as, for instance, that the property 
damaged was in the defendant’s possession. Neither of 
the above assumptions, however, can bo hastily permitted. 
It might very well be argued that the action on the case 
adopts the severe rule just suggested for trespass, except 
when the action is founded on a contract. Negligence, it 
might be said, had nothing to do with the common-law 
liability for a nuisance, and it might be added that, where 
negligence was a ground of liability, a special duty had to 
be founded in the defendant’s super se (mumjtsil, or public 
calling.^ On the other hand, we shall sec what can be 
said for the proposition, that even in trespass there must 
at least be negligence. But whichever argument prevails 
for the one form of action must prevail for the other. The 
discussion may therefore be shortened on its technical 
side, by confining it to trespass so far as may be practica¬ 
ble without excluding light to be got from other parts of 
the law. 

As has just been hinted, there are two theories of the 
eommon-law liability for unintentional harm. Both of 
them seem to receive the imx3lied assent of popular text¬ 
books, and neither of them is wanting in plausibility and 
the semblance of authority. 

The first is that of Austin, which is essentially the the¬ 
ory of a criminalist. According to him, the characteristic 

See Lecture VII. 

6 
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feature of law, properly so caUed, is a sanction or detriment 
threatXined and imposed by the sovereign for disobedience 
to the sovereign’s commands. As the greater part of the 
law only makes a man civilly answerable for breaking it, 
Austin is compelled to regard the liability to an action as' 
a sanction, or, in other words, as a penalty for disobe* 
dience. It follows from this, according to the prevailing 
views of penal law, that such liability ought only to be 
based upon personal fault; and Austin accepts that con¬ 
clusion, with its corollaries, one of which is that negli¬ 
gence means a state of the party’s mind.^ These doctrines 
will be referred to later, so far as necessary. 

The other thhoiy is <lirectly opposed to the foregoing. 
It seems to be .adopted by some of the greatest common- 
law authorities, and rc(juires serious discussion before it 
can be set aside in favor of any third opinion which may 
be maintained. According to this view, broadly stated, 
under the common law a man acts at his peril. It may 
be held as a sort of set-oft‘, that he is never liable for omis¬ 
sions except in consecjucncc of some duty voluntarily un¬ 
dertaken. But the whole and sufficient ground for such 
liabilities as ho <loes incur outside the last class is sup¬ 
posed to be that he has voluntarily acted, and that dam¬ 
age has ensued. If the act was voluntary, it is totally 
immaterial that the detriment which followed from it was 
neither intended nor due to the negligence of the actor. 

In order to do justice to this way of looking at the sub¬ 
ject, we must remember that the abolition of the com- 
mon-law forms of pleading has not changed the rules of 
substantive law. Hence, although pleaders now generally 

^ Austirt Jurispniderice (3(1 ed.), 440 et scq.^ 474, 484, L6ct. XX., 

XXIV., xxv* 
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allege intent or negligence, anything which would formerly 
have been sufficient to charge a defendant in tre^ass is 
still sufficient, notwithstanding the fact that the ancient 
form of action and declaration has disai>peared. 

In the first place, it is said, consider genemlly the pro- 
tec*tion given by the law to property, both within and 
outside the limits of the last-inuned action. If a man 
crosses his neighbor’s boundary by however innocent a 
mistake, or if liis cattle eseaj)e into his neighbor’s field, 
he is said to be liable in trespass qnare vlatimm fregit. 
If an auctioneer in the most ])erfect good faith, and in the 
regular course of his business, sells goods sent to his rooms 
for the purpose of being sold, he may be coini)elled to pay 
their full value if a tliird person turns out to be the owner, 
although he has paid over tlic proceeds, and has no means 
of obtaining indemnity. 

Now suppose that, instead of a dealing with the plain¬ 
tiff’s property, the ease is that force lias ju'oeeeded <lircctly 
from the defendant’s hotly to tlie plaintiff’s body, it is 
urged that, as the law cannot be less careful of the persons 
than of the property of its subjects, the only defences pos¬ 
sible are similar to those which wouhl have been open to 
an alleged trespass on land. You may show that there 
was no trespass by showing that the defendant did no 
act; as where he was thrown from his horse upon the 
plaintiff, or where a third person took his hand and struck 
the plaintiff with it. In such cases tlic defendant’s body 
is the passive instnimcnt of an external force, gnd the 
bodily motion relied on by the plaintiff is not his act at all. 
So you may show a justification or excuse in the conduct 
of the plaintiff himself. But if no such excuse ^s shown, 
and the defendant has voluntarily acted, he must answer 
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for the consequences, however little intended and how¬ 
ever flnforeseen. If, for instance, being assaulted by a 
third person, the defendant lifted his stick and accidental^ 
hit the plaintiff, who was standing bcliind him, according 
to this view he is liable, irrespective of any negligence 
toward the party injured. 

The arguments for the doctrine under consideration are, 
for the most part, drawn from precedent, but it is some¬ 
times supposed to be defensible as theoretically sound. 
Every man, it is said, has an absolute right to his person, 
and so fortli, free from detriment at the hands of his neigh¬ 
bors. In the cases put, the plaintiff has done nothing; the 
defendant, on the other hand, has chosen to act. As be¬ 
tween the two, the party whose voluntary conduct has 
caused the damage should suffer, rather than one who has 
had no share in producing it. 

We have more difficult matter to deal with when we 
turn to the pleadings and precedents in trespass. The 
declaration says nothing of negligence, and it is clear that 
the damage need not have been intended. The words vi et 
armis and contra pace7nj which might seem to imply intent, 
are supposed to have been inserted merely to give jurisdic¬ 
tion to the king’s court. Glanvill says it belongs to the 
sheriff, in case of neglect on the part of lords of franchise, 
to take cognizance of melees, blows, and even wounds, 
unless the accuser add a charge of breach of the king’s 
peace {nisi accusator adjiciat de pace Domini Begis in- 
fraeta)} Reeves observes, ‘‘ In tlhis distinction between 
the sheriffs jurisdiction and that of the king, we see the 
reason of the allegation in modern indictments and writs, 
vi et a/rrhis, of * the king’s crown and dignity,’ ^ the king’s 

1 Lib. I. c. 2, (fd Jin. 
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peace^’ and ^ the peace/ — this last expression being suffi¬ 
cient, after the peace of the shcriif had ceased to bo dis- 
^nguished as a separate iiirisdictioii.” * 

Again, it might be said that, if the defendants intent or 
neglect was essential to his liability, the absence of both 
would deprive his act of the cliaracter of a trespass, and 
ought therefore to be admissible under the general issue. 
But it is perfectly well settled at common law that “ Not 
guilty ” only denies the act.*'^ 

Next comes the argument from authority. I will begin 
with an early and important case.^ It was trespass quare 
clausu7n. The defendant pleaded that h|^ owne<l adjoin¬ 
ing land, upon wliich was a thorn hedge; that he cut the 
i,horns, and that they, against his will (ipso im^ifo)^ fell 
on the plaintiffs land, and the defcaidunt went (piickly 
upon the same, and took them, wliich was the trespass 
complained of. And on demurrer judgment was given for 
the plaintiff. The plaintiff ’s counsel put cases which have 
been often repeated. One of them, Fairfax, said : “ There 
is a diversity between an act vcftulting in a felony, and one 
resulting in a trespass, ... If one is cutting trees, and 
the boughs fall on a man and woiiml him, in this case he 
shall have an action of trespass, &c., and also, sir, if one is 
shooting at butts, and his bow shakes in his hands, and 
kills a man, invito^ it is no felony, as has been said, 

^ Hist. English Law, I. 113 (bis), n.(»; Id., eel. Finlason, I. 178, n. 1. 
Fitzherbert (N. B. 85, F.) ^ys that in the vicontiel writ of trespass, 
which is not returnable into tlie king’.s court, it shall not })c said qu/ire vi 
ct armis. Of. Ib. 86, H. 

* MUmuv V. Dolwell^ 2 Camp. 378 ; Kuapj^t y. tS^alshnry, 2 T'amp. 500 ; 
Pearey v. Walter^ 6 C. & P. 232 ; Hall v. Fmnxley, 3 Q. B. 9f9V 

^ y. B. 6 Ed. IV. 7, 1>1. 18, A. f) 1460 ; cf. Amos, Cjises in Tort, 69, 
for a translation, which has been followed for* the most part. 
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&c.; bjit if he wounds one by sliootinp^, he shall have a 
good action of trespass against him, and yet the shooting 
was lawful, &c., and the wrong which the other receives* 
was against liis will, &c.; and so here, &c.*' Brian, an¬ 
other counsel, states the whole doctrine, and uses equally 
familiar illustrations. When one does a thing, he is 
bound to do it in such a way that by his act no prejudice 
or damage shall be done to &c. As if I am building a 
house, and when the timber is being put up a piece of 
timber tails on my neighbor’s house and breaks ffis house, 
he shall have a good action, &c.; and yet the raising of 
the house was lawful, and the timber fell, me invito^ &c. 
And so if one assaults me and 1 cannot escape, and I in 
self-defence lift my stick to strike him, and in lifting it hit 
a man who is behind me, in this case he shall have an 
action against me, yet my raising my stick was lawful in 
self-defence, and I hit him, me invito, &c.; and so here, 
&c." 

“ Littleton, J, to the same intent, and if a man is dam¬ 
aged he ought to be recompensed. ... If your cattle 
come on my land and cat my grass, notwithstanding you 
come freshly and drive them out, you ought to make 
amends for what your cattle have done, be it more or 
less. . . . And, sir, if this should be law that he might 
enter and take the thorns, for the same reason, if he cut 
a laigc tree, he might come with his wagons and horses to 
carry the trees off, which is not reason, for perhaps he has 
com or other crops growing, &c., and no more here, for 
j the law is all one in great things and small. . . . Choke, 
C. J. to ^the same intent, for when the principal thing. 
was not lawful, that which depends upon it was not law¬ 
ful ; for when he cut the thorns and they fell on my land. 
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this falling was not lawful, and therefore his coming to 
take them out was not lawful. As to what was said 
a]>out their falling in invitOj that is no plea, but he 
ought to show that he could not do it in any other way, 
or that he did all that was in his power to keep them 
out.” 

Forty years later,^ the Year Books report Rede, J. as 
adopting the argument of Fairfax in the last case. In 
trespass, he says, “ the intent cannot be construed; but in 
felony it shall be. As when a man shoots at butts and 
kills a man, it is not felony et il scr come n’avoit I’entent 
de luy tucr ; and so of a tilcjr on a house who wnth a stone 
kills a man unwittingly, it is not felony.^ But w’’hen a 
man shoots at the butts and wounds a man. though it is 
against his will, he shall be called a trespasser against his 
intent.” 

There is a series of later shooting cases, Weaver v. 
WardJ^ Dickenson v. Watson,^ and Underwood v. llcwson,^ 
followed by the Court of Appeals of New York in Castle 
V. Durycel^ in w'hich defences to the effect that the dam¬ 
age was done accidentally and by misfortune, and against 
the will of the defendant, were held insufficient. 

In the reign Queen Elizabeth it was held that where 
a man with a gun at the door of his house shot at a fowl, 
and thereby set fire to his owrn house and to the house of 
his neighbor, he was liable in an action on the case gen¬ 
erally, the declaration not being on the custom of the realm, 

1 Y. B. 21 Hen. VII. 27, pi. 5, A. i). 1506. 

3 Cf. Bract., fol. 136 h. But cf, Stat. of Gloucester, 6 Ed. 1, c. 9 ; 
Y. B. 2 Hen. IV. 18, pi. 8, by Thiming; Essays in Ang. Sox. Law, 276. 

» Hobart, 184, A. P. 1616. • 

* Sir T. Jones, 206, A.P. 1682. 

4 1 Strange, 596, a. p. 1723. 


^ 2 Keyes, 169, A. 1^. 1865. 
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“ viz. for negligently keeping liis fire.” For the injury is 
the same, although this mischance was not by a common 
negligence; but by misadventure.” ^ c 

The above-mentioned instances of the stick and shoot¬ 
ing at butts became standard illustrations; they are re¬ 
peated by Sir Thomas Raymond, in Bessey v. Olliot^ by 
Sir William Blackstone, in the famous squib case,® and by 
other judges, and have become familiar through the text¬ 
books. Sir T. Raymond, in the above case, also repeats 
the thought and almost the words of Littleton, J., which 
have been quoted, and says further; “ In all civil acts the 
law doth not so much regard the intent of the actor, ns 
the loss and damage of the party suffering.” Sir William 
Blackstone also adopts a phrase from Diefeenson v. WatsoUf 
just cited: ^‘Nothing but inevitable necessity” is a justifica¬ 
tion. So Lord Ellenborough, in Leanie v. Bray : ^ “If the 
injury - were received from the personal act of another, it 
was deemed sufficient to make it trespass ” ; or, according 
to the more frequently quoted language of Grose, J., in the 
same case: “ Looking into all the cases from the Year 
Book in the 21 II. VII. down to the latest decision on the 
subject, I find the principle to be, that if the injury be done 
by the act of the party himself at the tim#, or he be the 
immediate cause of it, though it happen accidentally or by 
misfortune, yet he is answerable in trespass.” Further 
citations are deemed unnecessary. 

In spite, however, of all the arguments which may be 

1 Anonymous, Cro. Eliz. 10, a. d. 1582. 

* Sir T. Raym. 467, A. d. 1682. 

® Scott V. Shepherd, 2 ‘Wni. Bl. 892, A. T). 1773. 

* 8 Ea.«5t^ 693. See, further, Coleridge's note to 3 Bl. Cojnra. 128; 
Saunders, Negligence, ch. 1, § 1*; argument in Fletcher v, Bylmda, 3 H. 
a C. 774, 783 ^ Lord Cramvortli, in-s. o.; L. R. 3 H. L. 380, 841. 
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urged for the rule that a man acts at his peril, it has been 
rejected by veiy eminent courts, even under the old forms 
pf action. In view of this fact, and of the further circum¬ 
stance tliat, simce the old forms have been abolished, the 
allegation of negligence has spread from the action on the 
case to all ordinary declarations in tort which do not al¬ 
lege intent, probably many lawyers would be surprised that 
any one should think it worth while to go into the present 
discussion. Such is the natural impression to be derived 
from daily practice. But even if the doctrine under con¬ 
sideration had no longer any followers, which is not the 
case, it would be well to have something more than daily 
practice to sustain our views upon so fundamental a ques¬ 
tion ; as it seems to me at least, the true j)rinciplc is 
far from being articulately grasped by all who are inter¬ 
ested in it, and can only be arrived at after a careful 
analysis of what has been thought hitherto. It-might 
be thought enough to cite the decisions opposed to the 
rule of absolute responsibility, and to show that such 
a rule is inconsistent with admitted doctrines and sound 
policy. But we may go further with profit, and inquire 
whether there are not strong grounds for thinking that 
the common law has never known such a rule, unless 
in that period of dry precedent which is so often to be 
found midway between a creative epoch and a period of 
solvent philosophical reaction. Conciliating the attention 
of those who, contrary to most modern practitioners, still 
adhere to the strict doctrine, by reminding them once more 
that there are weighty decisions to be cited adverse to it, 
and that, if they have involved an innovation, the fact that 
it has been made by such magistrates as Chi5f Justice 
Bhaw goes far to prove that the change was politic, I 
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think 1 may assert that a little reflection will show that 
it was required not only by policy, but by consistency. I 
will begin with the latter. « 

The same reasoning which would make a man answer- 
able ill trespass for all damage to another, by force directly 
. resulting from his own act, irrespective of negligence or 
intent, w^oiild make him answerable in case for the like 
damage similarly rcsultiug from the act of his servant, in 
the course of the latter’s employment. The discussions of 
the company’s negligence in many railway cases ^ would 
therefore be wholly out of place, for altliough, to be sure, 
there is a contract which would make the company liable 
for negligence, that contract cannot be taken to dimmish 
any liability which would otherwise exist for a trespass on 
the part of its employees. 

More than this, the same reasoning would make a de¬ 
fendant responsible for all damage, however remote, of 
which his act could be called the cause. So long, at least, 
as only physical or irresponsible agencies, however unfore¬ 
seen, co-operated with the act complained of to produce 
the result, the argument which would resolve the case of 
accidentally striking the plaintiff, when lifting a stick in 
necessary self-defence, adversely to the defendant, would 
require a decision against him in every case wdiere his act 
was a factor in the result complained of. The distinction 
between a direct application of force, and causing damage 
indirectly, or as a more remote consequence of one’s act, 
although it may detcnninc whether the form of action 
should be trespass or case, docs not touch the theory of 
responsibility, if that theory be that a man acts at his periL 

i 

1 Ex. gr. UrdropolUan Jiailway Co. v. Jackso\ 3 App, Cas. 103. 
Sec Jlf'JIfawwj Crickeit, 1 East, IOC, 108. 
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As . was said at the outset, if the strict liability is to be 
maintained at all, it must be maintained throughout;. A 
principle cannot be stated which would retain the strict 
liability in trespass while abandoning it in case. It cannot 
be said that trespass is for acts alone, and case for con¬ 
sequences of those acts. All actions of trespass are for 
consequences of acts, not for the acts themselves. And 
some actions of trespass are for consequences more remote 
from the defendant’s act than in other instances where the 
remedy would be case. 

An act is always a voluntary muscular contraction, and 
noihirig else. The chain of physical setpicnces which it 
sets in motion or directs to the j)laintiff’s hami is no part 
of it, and very generally a long train of such sequences in¬ 
tervenes. An example or two will make this extremely 
clear. 

When a man commits an assault and battery with a pis¬ 
tol, his only act is to contract the muscles of his arm and 
forefinger in a certain way, but it is the delight of elemen¬ 
tary writers to point out what a vast series'of physical 
changes must take place before the harm is done. Sup¬ 
pose that, instead of firing a pistol, he takes up a hose 
which is discharging water on the sidewalk, and directs it 
at the plaintiff, he docs not even set in motion the phys¬ 
ical causes which must co-operate with his act to make a 
battery. Not only natural causes, but a living being, may 
intervene between the act and its effect. Gihhons v. Pep¬ 
per^ which decided that there was no battery when a 
man’s horse was frightened by accident or a third person 
and ran away with him, and ran over the plaintiff, takes 
the distinction that, if the rider by spurring is the cause of 
1 1 Ld. Bayjn. 88 ; fi. o. Salk. 637 ; 4 Mod. 404 ; a. dT 1695. 
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the accident, then he is guilty. In Scott v. Shepherd^ 
already mentioned, trespass was maintained against one 
who had thrown a squib into a crowd, where it was tossed 
from hand to hand in self-defence until it burst and injured 
the plaintiff. Ilere even human agencies were a part of 
the chain between the defendant’s act and the result, al¬ 
though they were treated as more or less nearly automatic, 
in order to arrive at the decision! 

Now I repeat, that, if i)rincii>lc requires us to charge a 
man in trespass when his act has brouglit force to bear on 
another through a comparatively short train of interven¬ 
ing causes, in spite of his liaving used all possible care, it 
requires the same liability, however numerous and un¬ 
expected the events between the act and the result. If 
running a man down is a trespass when the accident can 
be referred to the rider’s act of spurring, why is it not a 
tort in every case, as was argued in Viaceni v. Stimhour^ 
seeing that it can always be referred more remotely to his 
act of mounting and taking the horse out ? 

Why is a man not responsible for the consequences of an 
act innocent in its direct and t)bvious effects, when those 
consequences would not have followed but for the inter¬ 
vention of a series of extraordinary, although natural, 
events ? The reason is, that, if the intervening events are 
of such a kind that no foresight could have been expected 
to look out for them, the defendant is not to blame for 
having failed to do so. It seems to be admitted by the 
English judges that, even on the question whether the acts 
of leaving dry trimmings in hot weather by the side of a 

railroad, and then sending an engine over the track, are 

« 

1 2 Wiu. Bl. 892. Cf. Clark v. Chariibers, 8 Q. B. D. 327, 830, 338. 

® 7 Vt. 62l 
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negligent, — that is, are a ground of liability, — the conse* 
quences which might reasonably bo anticipated are ma-- 
Jcrial.^ Yet these arc acts wliich, under the circumstances, 
can hardly be called innocent in their natural and obvious 
effects. The same doctrine has been applied to acts in 
violation of statute which could not reasonably have been 
expected to lead to the result complained of.^ 

But there is no difference in principle between the case 
where a natural cause or physical factor intervenes after 
the act ill some way not to be foreseen, and turns what 
seemed innocent to harm, and tlic case where such a cause 
or factor intervenes, unknown, at the time; as, for the mat¬ 
ter of that, it did in the English cases cited. If a man is 
excused in the one case Ix^causc he is not to blame, he 
must be in the other. The difference taken in Gibbons v. 
Pepper, cited above, is not between results which are and 
those which are not the consequences of the defendant’s 
acts : it is between consequences which he was bound as a 
reasonable man to contemplate, and those which he was 
not. Hard spurring is just so much more likely to lead to 
harm than merely riding a horse in the street, that the 
court thought that the defendant would be bound to look 
out for the consequences of the one, while it would not 
hold him liable for those resulting merely from the other; 

1 Bmith V. London Semth- Western Railway Co,, L. R. 6 C. P. 14, 21. 
Cf. s. c., 6 id. 98, 103, 106. 

2 Sharp V. Powell, L. R. 7 C. P. 253. Cf. Clark v. Chambers, 3 Q. B. 
f>. 327, 336-338. Many American cases could he cited which carry the 
dwtriue further. But it is desired to lay down no proposition which ad¬ 
mits of controversy, and it is enough for the present pur]>oscs that Si home 
fait un loyal act, que apres devini illoyal, ceo est lUtmnilin sine injuria. 
Latch, 18. I purposely omit any discussion of the true ruleigjf damages 
where it is once settled that a wrong has been done. The text regards only 
the tests by which it is decided whether a wrong boa been dc^ie. 
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because the possibility of being run away with when rid¬ 
ing qdietly, though familiar, is comparatively slight. If, 
however, the horse had been unruly, and had been takeji 
into a frequented phice for the purpose of being broken, 
the Qwner might have been liable, because "it was his 
fault to bring a wild horse into a place where miscliief 
might probably be done,” ^ 

To return to the example of the accidental blow with a 
stick lifted in self-defence, there is no difference between 
hitting a person standing in one’s rear and hitting one who 
was pushed by a horse within range of the stick just as it 
was lifted, provided that it was not possible, under the 
circumstances, in the one ctise to have known, in the other 
to have anticii)ated, the proximity. In either case there is 
wanting the only element w^hicli distinguishes voluntary 
acts from spasmodic muscular contractions as a ground of 
liability. In neither of them, that is to say, has there been 
an opportunity of choice with reference to the consequence 
complained of, — a chance to guard against the result 
which has come to i)ass. A choice wliich entails a con¬ 
cealed consequence is as to that consequence no choice. 

The general principle of our law is that loss from acci¬ 
dent must lie where it falls, and this principle is not 
affected by the fact that a human being is the instrument 
of misfortune. But relatively to a given human being 
anything is accident which he could not fairly have been 
expected to contemplate as possible, and therefore to.avoid. 
In the language of the late Chief Justice Nelson of New 
York; " No case or principle can be found, or if found 
can be maintained, subjecting an individual to liability for 

* MUckU V, AleAreCt I Ventris, 295; s. c., 3 Keb. 650; 2 Lev. 172. 
Compare Han:'.'itiack v. White^ 11 C. B. N. b, 588 ; p. 168. 
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an act done without fault on his part. . . . All the cases 
concede that «wi injury arising from inevitable accident, or, 
which in law or reason is the same thing, from an act 
fhat ordinary human care and foresiglit are unable to 
guard against, is but the misfortune of the sufferer, and 
lays no foundation for legal responsibility.” ^ If this were 
not so, any act would be sufficient, however remote, which 
set in motion or opened the door for a scries of physical 
sequences ending in damage; such as riding liie horse, in 
the case of the runavvay, or even coming to a place where 
one is seized with a lit and strikes the plaintiff in an un¬ 
conscious spasm. Nay, why need the defendant have 
acted at all, and wdjy is it not enough that his existence 
has been at the expense of the jdaintiff? The require¬ 
ment of an act is the rc<iuircmeut that the defendant 
should have made a choice. But the only possible pur¬ 
pose of introducing this moral element is to make the 
power of avoiding the evil complained of a condition of 
liability. There is no such power wdicre the evil cannot 
be foreseen.^ Here we reach the argument from pol¬ 
icy, and I shall accordingly postpone for a moment the 
discussion of trespasses upon land, and of conversions, 
and will take up the liability for cattle scj^arately at a 
later stage. 

A man need not, it is true, do this or that act, — the 
term act implies a choice, — but he must act somehow. 
Furthermore, the public generally profits by individual 
activity. As action cannot be avoided, and tends to the 
public good, there is ob'viously no policy in throwing the 
hazard of what is at once desirable and inevitable upon 
the actor. • 

* Harvey v. Dunlop, Hill k Denio, (Lalor,) 193» 

* Soe Iiccture II. pp. 54, 55. 



96 


THE COMMON LAW. 


The state might conceivably make itself a mutual insur¬ 
ance Company against accidents, and distribute the burden 
of its citizens’ mishaps among all its members. There 
might be a pension for paralytics, and state aid for those 
who suffered in person or estate from tempest or wild 
beasts. As between individuals it might adopt the mu¬ 
tual insurance principle pro iantOj and divide damages 
when both were in fault, as in the rusticum judicium of 
the admiralty, or it might throw all loss upon the actor 
irrespective of fault. The state docs none' of these things, 
however, and the prevailing view is that its cumbrous and 
expensive machinery ought not to be set in motion unless 
some clear benefit is to be derived from disturbing the 
status quo. State interference is an evil, where it cannot be 
shown to be a good. Universal insurance, if desired, can 
be better and more cheaply accomplished by private enter¬ 
prise. The undertaking to redistribute losses simply on the 
ground that they resulted from the defendant’s act would 
not only be open to these objections, but, as it is hoped 
the preceding discussion has shown, to the still graver 
one of offending the sense of justice. Unless my act is 
of a nature to threaten others, unless under the circum¬ 
stances a prudent man would have foreseen the possibility 
of barm, it is no more justifiable to make me indemnify 
TOj ne\^bor a«a\n.st tbe consequences, than to make me 
do tbe same thing if 1 bad fallen upon bim in a fit, or to 
compel me to insure bim against lightning. 

1 must now recur to tbe conclusions drawn from inno¬ 
cent trespasses upon land, and conversions, and the sup¬ 
posed analogy of those cases to trespasses against the per¬ 
son, lest the law concerning the latter should be supposed 
to lie b(j);weeii two antinomies, each necessitating with 
equal cogency an opposite conclusion to the other. 
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Take firet the case of trespass upon land attcn^Jcd by 
actual damage* When a man goes upon his neighbor s 
land, thinking it is his own, he intends the very act or 
consequence complained of. He means to intermeddle 
with a certain thing in a certain way, and it is just that 
intended intermeddling for which he is sued.^ Whereas, ' 
if he accidentally hits a stranger as he lifts his staff in 
self-defence, the fact, which is the gist of the action,— 
namely, the contact between the staff and his neighbor’s 
head, — was not intended, and could not have been fore¬ 
seen, It might be answered, to be sure, that it is not 
for intermeddling with property, but for intermeddling 
with the plaintiff’s property, that a man is sued; and 
that in the supposed! cases, just as much as in that of 
the accidental blow, the defendant is ignorant of one of 
the facts making up the total environment, and which 
must be present to make his action wrong. He is igno¬ 
rant, that is to say, that the true owner either has or 
claims any interest in the property in question, and there¬ 
fore he does not intend a wrongful act, because he does 
not mean to deal with his neighbor’s property. But 
the answer to this is, that he docs intend to do the 
dan^e complained of. One who diminishes the value 
of pmperty by intentional damage knows it belongs to 
somebody. If he thinks it belongs to himself, he ex¬ 
pects whatever harm he may do to come out of his own 
pocket. It would be odd if he were to get rid of the 
burden by discovering that it belonged to his neigh¬ 
bor. It is a very different thing to say that he who 
intentionally does harm must bear the loss, froya saying 
thal^ one from whose acts harm follows accidentally, as 
1 Cff. ffabart v. Uagget, 3 Fairf. (Me.) 67. 
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a consequence which could not have been foreseen, must 
bear it. 

Next, suppose the act complained of is an exercise cf 
dominion over the plaintiff’s property, such as a merely 
technical trespass or a conversion. If the defendant 
thought that the property belonged to himself, there 
seems to be no abstract injustice in requiring him to 
know the limits of his own titles, or, if he thought that 
it belonged to another, in holding him bound to get proof 
of Jtitle before acting. Consider, too, what the defend¬ 
ant’s liability amounts to, if the act, whether an entry 
upon land or a conversion of chattels, has been unat¬ 
tended by damage to the property, and the thing has 
come back to the hands of the true owner. The sum 
recovered is merely nominal, and the payment is nothing 
more than a formal acknowledgment of the owner’s title; 
which, considering the effect of prescription and statutes 
of limitation iii)on repeated acts of dominion, is no more 
than right.^ All semblance of injustice disappears when 
the defendant is allowed to avoid the costs of an action 
by tender or otherwise. 

But - suppose the psoperty has not come back to the 
hands of the true owner. If the thing i^emains in the 
hands of the defendant, it is clearly right that he should 
surrender it. And if instead of the thing itself he holds 
the proceeds of a sale, it is as reasonable to make him 
pay over its value in trover or assumpsit as it would 
have been to compel a surrender of the thing. But the 
question whether the defendant has subsequently paid 
over the proceeds of the sale of a chattel to a third 
person, cannot affeejb the rights of the true owner of the 

1 See JBonomi v. Backhouse, El. Bl. & El. 622, Coleridge, J., at p. 640. 
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chattel. In the supposed case of an auctioneer, for in- 
stance, if he had paid the true owner, it would have 
been an answer to his bailor’s claim. If he has paid his 
bailor instead, he has paid one whom he was not bound 
to pay, and no general principle requires that this should 
be held to divest the plaintiff’s right. 

Another consideration affecting the argument that the 
law as to trespasses upon property establishes a general 
principle, is that the defendant’s knowledge or ignorance of 
the plaintiff’s title is likely to lie wholly in his owm breast, 
and therefore hardly admits of satisfactory proof. In¬ 
deed, in many cases it cannot have been open to evi¬ 
dence at all at the time when the law was settled, before 
parties were permitted to testify. Accordingly, in Bauhj 
V. ClarksoUj^ where tlie defence set up to an action of 
trespass quare clausum was that the defendant in mowing 
his own land involuntarily and by mistake mowed down 
some of the plaintiff’s grass, the ])laintilf had judgment 
on deinurrer. ^^For it appears the fact was voluntary, 
and his intention and knowledge are not traversable; they 
can’t be known.” 

This language suggests that it would be sufficient to ex¬ 
plain the law of trespass upon property historically, without 
attempting to justify it. For it seems to be admitted that 
if the defendant’s mistake could be proved it might be 
material.^ It will be noticed, further, that any general ar¬ 
gument from the law of trespass upon land to that gov¬ 
erning trespass against the person is shown to be misleading 
, by the law as to cattle. The owner is bound at his peril 

^ 3 Levinz, 87, a. i>. 1681. % - 

* Compare tlie rule as to cattle iw Y. B. 22 Edw. IV. 8, pi. 24, stated 
laalov. u, 118. * 
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to keep them off his neighbor s premises, but he is not 
bound at his peril iii all eases to keep them from his neigh¬ 
bor’s person. •• 

The objections to such a decision as supposed in the 
case of an auctioneer do not rest on the general theory 
of liability, but spring altogether from the special exigen¬ 
cies of commerce. It <locs not become unjust to hold 
a person liable for unauthorized intermeddling with an¬ 
other’s property, until there arises the practical necessity 
for rapid dealing. But where this pi’cietical necessity ex¬ 
ists, it is not Burj)rising to find, and we do find, a dif¬ 
ferent tendency in the law. The absolute protection of 
property, however natural to a i)rimitivc community more 
occupied in production than in exchange, is hardly con¬ 
sistent with the requirements of modern business. Even 
when tlio rules which w^e have been considering were es¬ 
tablished, the traflic of the public markets was governed 
by more liberal principles. On the continent of Europe 
it was long ago decided that the policy of protecting titles 
must yield to the policy of protecting trade. Casaregis 
held that the general i>riiiciple nemo plus Juris in alium 
transferre potest quam ipse hahet must give way in mer¬ 
cantile transactions to possession vaut litre} In later 
times, as markets overt have lost their importance, the 
Factors’ Acts and their successive amendments have 
tended more and more in the direction of adopting tike 
Continental doctrine. 

I must preface the argumeut from precedent with a 
reference to what has been said already in the first Lec¬ 
ture about early forms of liability, and especially about 

t. 

^ Disc, 123, pr. ; 124, §§ 2, 3. As to the historical origin of Uie latter 
rule, compar/Lecture V. 
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the appeals* It was there shown that the apppals de 
pace et plngis and of mayhem became the action of tres¬ 
pass, and that those ap[)eaLs and the early actions of 
trespass were always, so far as appears, for intentional 
wrongs.^ 

The contra parem in the writ of trespass was no doubt 
inserted to lay a foundation for the king s writ; but there 
seems to be no reason to attribute a similar purpose to 
vi et armiSf or cum vi sua, as it was often put. Glanvill 
says that wounds are within the sheriff’s jurisdiction, un¬ 
less the appellor adds a charge of brcacli of the king’s 
peace.^ Yet the wounds are given vl ct armis fis ranch in 
the one case as in the other. Bracton says that the lesser 
wrongs described by him belong to the king’s jurisdiction, 

because they arc sometimes against the peace of our 
lord the king,”® while, as has been observed, they were 
supposed to be always committed intentionally. It might 
even perhaps be inferred that the allegation contra pacem 
was originally material, and it will bo remembered that 
trespasses formerly involved ilic liability to pay a fine to 
the king.^ 

If it be true that trespass was originally confined to in¬ 
tentional wrongs, it is hardly necessary to consider the 
argument drawn from the scope of the general issue. In 
form it was a mitigation of the strict denial de verbo in 
mrbum of the ancient procedure, to which the in<|ue8t 
^ven by the king’s writ was unknown.® The strict form 
seems to have lasted in England some time after the 
trial of the issue by recognition was introduced.® When 

^ Lecture I, pp. 3, 4. ® Lib. I. c. 2, ad Jin. * Fol. 165. 

* Bto. Trespass, pi. 119 ; Fincb, 198 ; 3 Bl. Comm. 118, 119. 

* See Brunner, Seliwur^ericbte, p. 171. • 

* An example of the yeai' 1195 will be fouml in Mr, Bigelow’s very in- 
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a recognition was granted, the inquest was, of course, dnlj 
competent to speak to the facts, as has been said above.^ 
When the general issue was introduced, trespass was stiH 
confined to intentional wrongs. 

We may now take up the authorities. It will be re- 
membered that the earlier precedents are of a date when 
the assize and juraia had not given place to the modem 
jury. These bodies Ri)okc from their own knowledge to an 
issue defined by the writ, or to certain familiar questions 
of fact arising in the trial of a cause, but did not hear the 
whole case upon evidence adduced. Their function was 
more limited than that which has been gained by the jury, 
and it naturally happened that, wdien they had declared 
what the defendant had done, the judges laid down the 
standard by which those acts were to be measured without 
their assistaiicc. Hence the question in the Year Books 
is not a loose or general iinjuiry of the jury whether they 
think the alleged trcsi)asscr was negligent on such facts 
as they may find, but a well-defined issue of law, to be 
determined by the court, whether certain acts set forth 
upon the record arc a ground of liability. It is possible 
that the judges may have dealt pretty strictly with defend¬ 
ants, and it is quite easy to pass from the premise that 
defendants have been held trespassers for a variety of acts, 
without mention of neglect, to the conclusion that any 
act Iby which another was damaged will make the actor 
chargeable. But a more exact scrutiny of the early books 
will show that liability in general, then as later, was 

teresting and valuable Placita Anglo-Nonnannica, p. 285, citing Rot. Cur. 
Regia, 38 : s. c. ? Al>br, Plac., fol. 2, Ebor. rot. 6. The suit Was by way 
of appeal; the cause of action, a felonious trespass, Cf.,,Bract., fol. 144 a. 

1 An exaffiplo may be se,en in the Year Book, 30 & 81 Edward I. (Hor- 
wood), p. 106. 
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founded on the opinion of the tribunal that the defendant 
ought to have acted otherwise, or, in other words, that he 
to blame. 

Returning first to the case of the thorns in the Year 
Book,^ it will be seen that the falling of the thorns 
into the plaintiff s close, although a result not wished' by 
the defendant, was in no other sense against his will. 
When he cut the thorns, he did an act which obviously 
and necessarily would have that consequence, and he must 
be taken to have foreseen and not to have prevented it. 
Clioke, C. J. says, “As to what was said about their fall- 
,ing in, ipso invito^ that is no plea, but he ought to show 
that he could not do it in any other way, or that he did 
all in his power to keep them out ” ; and both the judges 
put the unlawfulness of the entry upon the plaintiffs land 
as a consequence of the unlawfulness of dropping the 
thorns there. Choke admits that, if the thorns or a tree 
had been blown over upon the plaintiff’s land, the defend¬ 
ant might have entered to gt^t them. Chief J ustice Crew 
says of this case, in Milieu v. Fawdry^ that the opinion 
was that “ trespass lies, because he did not plead that he 
did his best endeavor to hinder their falling there ; yet 
this was a hard case.” The statements of law by counsel 
in argument may be left on one side, although Brian is 
quoted and mistaken for one of the judges by Sir William 
Blackstoue, in Scott v. Shephsrd. * 

The principal authorities are the shooting cases, and, as 
shooting is an extrarhazardous act, it would not be sur¬ 
prising if it should be held that men do it at their peril in 
public places. The liability has been put on the general 
ground of fault, however, wherever the line ofr necessary 

* 6 “Ed. IV. 7, pi. 18. ® Popham, 151 ; 13, 11^, A. n, 1605. 
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precaution may be drawn. In Weaver v. Ward^ tbe de- 
fendanf set up that the plaintiff and.be were skinnbhing 
in a trainband, and that when discharging his piece 
wounded the plaintiff by accident and misfortune, and 
against liis own will. On demurrer, the court says that 
'*no man shall be excused of a trespass, . . . except it 
may be judged utterly without his fault. As if a man by 
force take my hand and strike you, or if here the defend¬ 
ant had said, that the plaintiff ran cross his piece when it 
was discharging, or liad set forth the case with the cir¬ 
cumstances so as it had appeared to the court that it had 
been inevitable, and that the defendant had committed no 
negligence to give occasion to the hurt.” The later cases 
simply follow Weaver v. Ward. 

The quotations which were made above in favor of the 
strict doctrine from Sir T. Raymond, in Bessey v. Ollioty 
and from Sir William Blackstone, in Scott v. Shepherd^ 
are both taken "from dissenting opinions. In the latter 
case it is pretty clear that the majority of the court con¬ 
sidered that to repel personal danger by instantaneously, 
tossing away a squib thrown by another upon one’s stall 
was not a trespass, although a new motion was thereby 
imparted tp the squib, and the plaintiff’s eye was put out 
in consequence. The last case cited above, in stating the 
aiguments for absolute responsibility, was Leame v, Bray,^ 
The question under discussion was whether the action (for 
running down the plaintiff) should not have been case 
rather than trespass, the defendant founding his objection 
to trespass on the ground that the in jury happened through 
his neglect, but was not done wilfully. There was there¬ 
fore no question of absolute responsibility for one’s acts, 

1 Hobart, 184, A. i). 1616. * 8 East, 698, 
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before tbe courts as negligence was admitted; and the lan> 
guage used is all directed simply to the proposition that 
tl^ damage need not have been done intentionally. 

In Wakeman v. Robinson another runaway case, there 
wa« evidence that the defendant pulled the wrong rein, 
and that he ought to have kept a straight course. The 
jury were instructed that, if th('. injury was occasioned by 
an immediate act of the defendant, it was immaterial 
whether the act was wilfiil or accidental. On motion for 
a new trial, Dallas, C. J. said, “ If the accident happened 
entirely without default on the part of the defendant, or 
blame imputable to him, the action does not lie. . . . The 
accident was clearly occasioned by the default of the de¬ 
fendant. The weight of evidence' was all that way. I am 
now called upon to grant a new trial, contrary to the justice 
of the case, upon the ground, that the jury were not called 
on to consider whether the accident was unavoidable, or 
occasioned by the fault of the defendant. There can be 
no doubt that the learned judge who presided would have 
taken the opinion of the jury on that ground, if he had 
been requested so to do.” This language may have been 
inapposite under the defendant’s plea (the general issue), 
but the pleadings were not adverted to, and the doctrine 
is believed to be sound. 

In America there have been several decisions to the 
point. In Brown v. Kendall,^ Chief Justice Shaw settled 
the question for Massachusetts. That, was trespass for 
assault and battery, and it appeared that the defendant, 
while tiding to separate two fighting dogs, had raised his 
stick over his shoulder in the act of striking, and had acci¬ 
dentally hit the plaintiff in the eye, inflicting upon him a 

* 1 Bing. 213, A.». 1823. a 6 Cuah, 8d2. 
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severe iiyuiy. The case was stronger for the plaintiff than 
if th^ defendant had been acting in self-defence; but the 
court held that,^although the defendant was bound by jio 
duty to separate the dogs, yet, if he was doing a lawful 
act, he was not liable unless he was wanting in the care 
which men of ordinary prudence would use under the cir¬ 
cumstances, and that the burden was on the plaintiff to 
prove the want of such care. 

In such a matter no authority is more deserving of re¬ 
spect than that of Chief Justice Shaw, for the strength of 
that great judge lay in an accurate appreciation of the 
requirements of the community whose officer he was. 
Some, indeed many, English judges could be named who 
have surpassed him in accurate technical knowledge, but 
few have lived who were his equals in their understanding 
of the grounds of public policy to which all laws must 
ultimately be referred. It was this which made him, in 
the language of the late Judge Curtis, the greatest magis¬ 
trate which this country has produced. 

Brown v. Ke^idall has been followed in Connecticut,^ 
in a case where a man fired a pistol, in lawful self-defence 
as he alleged, and hit a bystander. The court was strongly 
of opinion that the defendant was not answerable on the 
general principles of trespass, unless there was a failure to 
use such care as was practicable under the circumstances. 
The foundation of liability in trespass as well as case was 
said to be negligence. Tlie Supreme Court of the United 
States has given the sanction of its approval to the same 
doctrine.^ The language of Harvey v. Dunlop ® has be^ 

^ Morri^^y. Platt^ 32 Conn. 75, 84 et scq., a. d. 1864. 

• Nitro-gJycerine Case (Parrfit v. Wells\ 15 Wall. 624, 688. 

• Hill & Denio, (Lalor,) 193 ; Losee v. Bucimnan, 51 N. Y. 476, 489. 
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quoted^ and there is a case in Vermont which tends in the 
same direction.^ 

. Supposing it now to be conceded that the general no¬ 
tion upon which liability to an action is founded is fault 
or blameworthiness in some sense, the question arises, 
whether it is so in the sense of personal moral short¬ 
coming, as would practically result from Austin’s teach¬ 
ing. The language of Rede, J., which has been quoted 
from the Year Book, gives a sufficient answer. In 
trespass the intent ” (we may say more broadly, the defend¬ 
ant’s state of mind) cannot be construed.” Suppose that 
a defendant were allowed to testify that, before acting, he 
considered carefully wliat would be the conduct of a pru¬ 
dent man under the circumstances, and, having formed 
the best judgment he could, acted accordingly. If the 
story was believed, it would be conclusive against the de¬ 
fendant’s negligence judged by a moral standard which 
would take his personal cliaractcristics into account. But 
supposing any such evidence to have got before the jury, 
it is very clear that the court would say, Gentlemen, the 
question is not whether the defendant thought his conduct 
was that of a prudent man, but whether you think it 
was.* 

Some middle point must be found between the horns of 
this dilemma. 

1 VineefU v. Stinchour, 7 Vt. 62. Sop, further, Clayton, 22, pi. 88 ; 
Holt, C. J., in Cole v. Turner, 6 Mod. 149 ; Lord Hardwieke, in Williwma 
v, Janes, Cas. t^mp. Hardw. 298 ; Hall v. Feamley, 3 Q. B. 919 ; Martin, 
B., in Coward v. BaddeUy, 4 H. & N, 478 ; Holmes Mailwr, L. R. JO 
Ex, 201; Biezell v. Booker, Ark. 308 ; Brown v. Collins, 53 N. H. 
442. 

* Blyih V. Birmingham Waterworks Co., 11 Exch. 781, 7%t ; Smithy. 
Burndon df Sloutk-Western. By. Co., L. R. 5 C. P. 98,102. ('ompare Camp- 
bell. Negligence, § 1 (2(1 ed. for Austin’s jtoint of view. ^ 
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The standards of the law are standards of general ap¬ 
plication. The law takes no account of the infinite varie¬ 
ties of temperament, intellect, and education which .make 
the internal character of a given act so different in different 
men. It docs not attempt to see men as God sees them, 
for more than one sufficient reason. In the first place, the 
impossibility of nicely measuring a man’s powers and limita¬ 
tions is far clearer tlian that of iiscertaining his knowledge 
of law, which has been thought to account for what is called 
the presumption that every man knows the law. But a 
more satisfactory explanation is, that, when men live in so¬ 
ciety, a certain average of conduct, a sacrifice of individual 
peculiarities going beyond a certain point, is necessary to 
the general welfare. If, for instance, a man is born hasty 
and awkward, is always having accidents and hurting him¬ 
self or his neighbors, no doubt his congenital defects will 
be allowed for in the courts of Heaven, but his slips are 
no less troublesome to his neighbors than if they sprang 
from guilty neglect. His neighbors accordingly require 
him, at his proper peril, to come up to their standard, 
and the courts which they establish decline to take his 
personal equation into account. 

The rule that the law does, in general, determine liar 
bility by blameworthiness, is subject to the limitation that 
minute differences of character are not allowed for. The 
law considers, in other words, what would be blameworthy 
in the avemge man, the man of ordinary intelligence and 
prudence, and determines liability by that. If we fall be¬ 
low the level in those gifts, it is our misfortune; so much 
as that we must have at our j)eril, for the reasons just 
given. Bat he who is intelligent and prudent does not 
act at his peril, in theory of law. : On the contrary, it is 
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only when he fails to exercise the foresight of which he 
is capable^ or exercises it with evil intent^ that he is 
answerable for the consequences. 

There are exceptions to the principle that every man is 
presumed to possess ordinary capacity to avoid harm to his 
neighbors^ which illustrate tbc rule, and also the moral 
basis of liability in general. AVhen a man has a distinct 
defect of such a nature that all caii recognize it as making 
certain precautions impossible, he will not be held answer- 
able for not taking them. A blind man is not required 
to see at his peril; and although he is, no doubt, bound 
to consider his infirmity in regulating his actions, yet if he 
properly finds himself in a certain situation, the neglect of 
precautions requiring eyesight would not prevent his re¬ 
covering for an injury to himself, and, it may be presumed, 
would not make him liable for injuring another. So it is 
held that, in cases where he is the plaintiff, an infant of 
very tender years is only bound to take the precautions 
of which an infant is capable ; the same principle may be 
cautiously applied where he is defendant.^ Insanity is a 
more difficult matter to deal with, and no general rule 
can be laid down about it. There is no doubt that in 
many cases a man may be insane, and yet perfectly capable 
of taking tlie precautions, and of being influenced by the 
motives, which the circumstances demand. But if insanity 
of a pronounced type exists, manifestly incapacitating the 
sufferer from complying with the rule which he has broken, 
good sense would require it to be-admitted as an excuse. 

Takiqg the qualification last established in connection 
with the general pi-oposition previously laid down, it will 

^ Cf. Bro. Corone, pi. 6 ; Neal v. GiUett, 23 Conn. 437, 442 ; D. 9. 2. S, 
§ 2 ; D. 48. 8. 12. 
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now be asBumed that^ on the one hand, the law {n^umeB 
or retjuires a man to possess ordinary capacity to avoid 
harming iiis neighbors, unless a clear and manifest mpa> 
pacity be shown ; but that, on the other, it does not in 
general hold him liable for unintentional injuiy, unless, 
possessing such capacity, he might and ought to have 
foreseen the danger, or, in other words, unless a man of 
ordinary intelligence and forethought would have been 
to blame for acting as he did. The next question is, 
whether this vague test is all that the law has * to say 
upon the matter, and the same question in another form, 
by whom this test is to be applied. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the grounds of legal lia¬ 
bility are moral to the extent above explained, it must be 
borne in mind that law only works within the sphere of 
the senses. If the extenud phenomena, the manifest acta 
and omissions, are such as it requires, it is wholly indif¬ 
ferent to the internal phenomena of conscience. A man 
may have as bad a heart as he chooses, if his conduct is 
within the rules. In other words, the standards of the 
law are external standards, and, however much it may 
take moral considerations into account, it does so only 
for the purpose of drawing a line between such bodily 
motions and rests as it permits, and such as it does not. 
What the law really forbids, and the only thing it forbids, 
is the act on the wrong side of the line, be that act blame¬ 
worthy or otherwise. 

Again, any legal standard must, in theory;" be one which 
would apply to all men, not specially excepted, upder the 
same circumstances. It is not intended that the public 
force sffould fall upon an individual accidentally, or at 
the whim of any body of men. The standard, that is. 
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must be fixed. In practice, no doubt, one man may have 
to pay and another may escape, according to the difierent 
feelings of different juries. But this merely shows that the 
law does not perfectly'accomplish its ends. The theory 
or intention of the law is not that the feeling of approba¬ 
tion or blame which a particular twelve may entertain 
should be the criterion. They are supposed to leave their 
idiosyncrasies on one side, and to represent the feeling of 
the community. The ideal average prudent man, whose 
equivalent the jury is taken to be in many cases, and 
whose culpability or innocence is the supposed test, is a 
constant, and his conduct under given circumstances is 
theoretically always the same. 

Fineilly, any legal standard must, in theory, be capable 
of being known. When a man has to pay damages, he is 
supposed to have broken the law, and he is further sup¬ 
posed to have known what the law was. 

If, now, the ordinary liabilities in tort arise from failure 
to comply with fixed and uniform standards of external 
conduct, which every man is presumed and required to 
know, it is obvious that it ought to be possible, sooner 
or later, to formulate these standards at least to some ex¬ 
tent, and that to do so must at last be the business of the 
court. It is equally clear that the featureless generality, 
that the defendant was bound to use such care as a pru¬ 
dent man would do under the circumstances, ought to be 
continually giving place to the specific one, that he was 
bound to use this or that precaution under these or 
those circumstances. The standard which the defendant 
was bound to come up to was a standard of specific acts or 
omissions, with reference to the specific circum^nces in 
which he found himself. If in the whole department of 
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unintentional wrongs the courts arrived at no further ut- 
teraiice than the question of negligence, and left every case, 
without rudder or compass, to the jury, they would simply 
confess their inability to state a very large part of the law 
which they reciuircd the defendant to know, and would 
assert, by implication, that nothing could be learned by 
experience. But neither courts nor legislatures have ever 
stopped at that point. 

From the time of Alfred to the present day, statutes 
and decisions have busied themselves with defining the 
precautions to be taken in certain familiar cases; that is, 
with substituting for the vague test of the care exercised by 
a prudent man, a precise one of specific acts or omissions. 
The fundamental thought is still the same, that the way 
prescribed is that in which prudent men are in the habit 
of acting, or else is one laid down for cases where prudent 
men might otherwise be in doubt. 

It will be observed that the existence of the external 
tests of liability which will be mentioned, while it iUua* 
trates the tendency of the law of tort to become more 
and more concrete by judicial decision and by statute, 
does not interfere with the general doctrine maintained 
as to the grounds of liability. The argument of this Lec¬ 
ture, although opposed to the doctrine that a man acts or 
exerts force at his peril, is by no means opposed to the 
doctrine that he docs certain particular acts at his peril. 
It is the coarseness, not the nature, of the standard which 
is objected to. If, when the question of the defendant’s 
negligence is left to a jury, negligence does not mean the 
actual state of the defendant’s mind, but a failure to act as 
a prudent man of average intelligence would have done, 
he is required to conform to an objective standard at hk 
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peril, even in that case. When a more exact and specific 
rule has been arrived at, he must obey that rule at his 
peril to the same extent. But, furtlicr, if the law is wholly 
a standard of external conduct, a man must always comply 
with that standard at his peril. 

Some examples of the process of specification will be 
useful. In LL. Alfred, providing for the case of a 
man’s staking himself on a spear carried by another, we 
read, ** Let this (liability; be if the point be three fingers 
higher than the hindmost part of the shaft; if they be 
both on a level, ... be that without danger.” 

The rule of the road and the sailing rules mlopted by 
Congress from England arci modern examples of such stat¬ 
utes. By the former rule, the question has boon narrowed 
from the vague one, Was the party negligent ? to the pre¬ 
cise one, Was he on the right or left of tlie road ? To 
avoid a possible misconception, it may be observed that, of 
course, this question does not necessarily and under all 
circumstances decide that of liability ; a i)laintiff may have 
been on the wrong side of the road, as he may have been 
negligent, and yet the conduct of the defendant may have 
been unjustifiable, and a ground of liability.^ So, no 
doubt, a defendant could justify or excuse being on the 
wrong side, under some circumstances. The difference 
between alleging that a defendant was on the wrong side 
of the road, and that he was negligent, is the difference be¬ 
tween an allegation of facts recpiiiing to be excused by a - 
counter allegation of further facts to prevent their being a 
ground of liability, and an allegation which involves a coii- 
elurion of law, and denies in advance the existence of an 

1 1 Thorpe, p. 85 ; cf. LI.. Hen. T., c. 88, § 3. 

* Spofford V, Harlow^ 3 Allen, 176. 
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excuse. Whether tlie former allegation ought not to be 

.enough, and whether the establishment of the fact ought 

not to shift tJie burden of proof, are questions which ibe- 

♦ 

long to the theory of pleading and evidence, and could be 
answered either way consistently with analogy. I should 
have no difficulty in saying that the allegation of facts 
which are ordinarily a ground of liability, and which 
would be so unless excused, ought to bo sufficient. But 
the forms of the law, especially tlie forms of pleading, do 
not change with every change of its substance, and a pru¬ 
dent lawyer would use the broader and safer phrase. 

The same course of specification which has been illus¬ 
trated from the statute-book ought also to be taking place 
in the growth of judicial decisions. That this should hap¬ 
pen is in accordance with the past history of the law. It 
has been suggested q^eady tliat in the days of the assize 
mwdi jurata the court decided whether the facts constituted 
a ground of liability in all ordinary cases. A question of 
negligence might, no doubt, have gone to the jury. Com¬ 
mon sense and common knowledge are as often sufficient 
to determine whether proper care has been taken of an 
animal, as they are to say whether A or B owns it. The 
cases which first arose were not of a kind to suggest analy¬ 
sis, and negligence was used as a proximately simple ele¬ 
ment for^a long time before the need or possibility of 
analysis was felt. Still, when an issue of this sort is founds 
the dispute is rather what the acts or omissions of the 
defendant were than on the standard of conduct.' The 

1 See 27 Aas., pi. 56, fol. 141; Y. B. 43 Edw. III. 83, pi. 88. The plea 
in the latter case'was that the defendant perfonned the cure as well as he 
knew how, |i^ithout this that the horse died for default of his care., The 
inducement, at least, of tliis plea seems to deal with negligence as meaning 
the actual state of tlie party’s mind. 
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distinction between the functions of court and juiy does 
not come in question until the parties differ as to the 
f^andard of conduct. Negligence, like ownership, is a 
complex conception. J ust as the latter imports the exist¬ 
ence of certain facts, and also the consequence (protection 
against all the world) which the law attaches to those 
fjxcts, the former imports the existence of certain facts 
(conduct), and also the consc(|ucnce (liability) which the 
law attaches to those facts. In most cases the question is 
upon the facts, and it is only occasionally that one arises 
on the consequence. 

It will have been noticed how the judges pass on the 
defendant's acts (on grounds of fault and public policy) in 
the case of the thoniJi, and that in Weaver v. Ward ^ it is 
said that the facts constituting an excuse, and showing 
that the defendant was free from ilfegligence, should have 
been spread upon the record, in onlcr that the court might 
judge. A similar requirement was laid down with regard 
to the defence of probable cause in an action for malicious 
prosecution.® And to this day the (luestion of probable 
cause is always passed on by the court. Later evidence 
will be found in what follows. 

There is, however, an important consideration, which has 
not yet been adverted to. It is undoubtedly j)os8ible that 
those who have the making of the law should deem it 
wise to put the mark higher in some cases than the point 
established by common practice at which blameworthiness 
begins. For instance, in Morris v. Plait^ the court, 
while declaring in the strongest terms that, in general, 

1 Hobart, 134. 

* See Knight v, Jermin^ Cro. Eliz. 184 ; Qmmbera v, ^aylor^ Cwh 
Eliz. 900, 

a 32 Conn. 75, 89, 90. 
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n^igligence is the foundation of liability for accidental 
trespasses, nevertheless hints that, if a decision of the point 
were necessary, it might hold a defendant to a stricter nde 
where the damage was caused by a pistol, in view of the 
danger to the public of the growing habit of carrying deadly 
weapons. Again, it might well seem that to enter a man^s 
house for the purpose of carrying a present, or inquiring 
after his health when he was ill, w^as a harmless and rather 
praiseworthy act, although crossing the owner’s boundary 
was intentional. It is not supposed that an action would 
lie at the present day for such a cause, unless the defendant 
had been forbidden the house. Yet in the time of Henry 
VIII. it was said to be actionable if without license, for 
then under that color my enemy might be in my house 
and kill me.” ^ There is a clear case where public policy 
establishes a standard l»f overt acts without regard to fault 
in any sense. In like manner, policy established excep¬ 
tions to the general prohibition against entering another’s 
premises, as in the instance put by Chief Justice Choke in 
the Year Book, of a tree being blown over upon them, or 
when the highway became impassable, or for the purpose 
of keeping the peace.^ 

Another example may perhaps be . found in the shape 
which has been given in modem times to the liability for 
animals, and in the derivative principle of Byla,nd8 v. 
Fhtch&r^ that when a person brings on his lands, and 
collects and keeps there, anything likely to do mischief 
if it escapes, he must keep it in at his peril; and, if he 
does not do so, is prirrut facie answerable for all the 

1 Y. B. 12 Hen. VIII. 2 J, pi. 2. 

* Keilway, 46 b. 

« L. B. 8 H. L. 330, 839 ; L. R. 1 £x. 265, 279-282 ; 4 H. & C. 268; 
8 id. 774. 
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damage which ’ is the natural consequence of its escape. 
Caaes of this sort do not stand on the notion that it is 
^rong to keep cattle, or to have a reservoir of water, as 
might have been thought with more plausibility when 
fierce and useless animals only were in question.^ It may 
even be very much for the public good that the dangerous 
accumulation should be made (a consideration which might 
influence the decision in some instances, and differently in 
different jurisdictions); but as there is a limit to the nicety 
of inquiry which is possible in a trial, it may be considered 
that the safest way to secure care is to throw the risk upon 
the person who decides what precautions shall be taken. 
The liability for trespasses of cattle seems to lie on the 
boundary line between mles based on policy irrespective of 
fault, and requirements intended to formulate the conduct 
of a prudent man. ♦ 

It has been shown in the first Lecture how this lia¬ 
bility for cattle arose in the early law, and how far the 
influence of early notions might be traced in the law of to¬ 
day. Subject to what is there said, it is evident that the 
early discussions turn on the general consideration whether 
the owner is or is not to blame.® But they do not stop 
there: they go on to take practical distinctions, based on 
common experience. Thus, when the defendant chased 
sheep out of his land with a dog, and as soon as the sheep 
were out called in his dog, but the dog pursued them into 
adjoining land, the chasing of the sheep beyond the defend¬ 
ant’s line was held no trespass, because “ the nature of a 
dog is such that he cannot be ruled suddenly.” ® 

^ Soo QoitA V. GctiSCf 6 C. li. 622^ 633, 634. 

> See Lecture 1. p. 23 and n. 3. 

® MiUen V. Fandrye, Pophatn, 161 ; s. c., 1 Sir W. Jones, 136 ; a. c., 
pom. y. Hatoery, LatcU, IS ; id. 119. Ip the latter report, at 
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It was lawful in ploughing to turn the horses on adjoin¬ 
ing land, and if while so turning the beasts took a mouth¬ 
ful of grass, or subverted the soil with the plough, against 
the will of the driver, die had a good justification, because 
the law will recognize that a man cannot at every instant 
govern his cattle as he will.^ So it was said that, if a man 
bo driving cattle through a town, and one of them goes 
into another man’s house, and he follows him, trespass 
does not lie for this.^ So it was said by Doderidge, J., in 
the same case, that if deer come into my land out of the 
forest, and I chase them with dogs, it is excuse enough for 
me to wind my horn to recall the dogs, because by this the 
warden of the forest has notice that a deer is being 
chased.^ 

The very case of Mafion v. Keeling which is referred to 
in the first Lecture for its echo of primitive notions, shows 
that the working rules of the law had long been founded 
on good sense. With regard to animals not then treated 
as property, which in the main were the wilder animals, 
the law was settled that, “ if they are of a tame nature, 
there must be notice of the ill quality ; and the law takes 
notice, that a dog is not of a fierce nature, but rather the 
contrary.”® If the animals “are such as are naturally 

p. 120, after reciting the opinion of the court in accordance with the text, 
it is said that judgment was given non ohatant for the plaintiff; con¬ 
trary to the earlier statement in the same hook, and to Popham and 
Jones; but the principle was at all events admitted. For the limit, see 
Bead v. Edwards^ 17 C. B. n. s. 246. 

1 Y. B. 22 Edw. IV. 8, pL 24. 

* Popham, at p. 162 ; s. c., Latch, at p. 120 ; cf. Maaon y. Keeling^ 
1 Ld. Raym. 606, 608. But cf. Y. B. 20 Edw. IV. 10, 11, pi. 10. 

• Latch, at p, 120. This is a further illustration of the very practical 
grounds on which the law of trespass was settled. 

4 12 Mod. 832, 335 ; s. c., 1 Ld. Bayin. 606, 608. 

4 12 Mod. 335; Dyeis, 25 5, pi. 162, and cas. in marg.; 4 Co. Rep. 18 5; 
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mischievous in their kind, be shall answer for hurt done 
by them, without any notice.” ^ The latter principfe has 
be^n applied to the case of a bear,^ and amply accounts 
for the liability of the owner of such animals as horses 
and oxen in respect of trespasses upon land, although, as 
has been seen, it was at one time thought to stand upon 
his ownership. It is said to be the universal nature of 
cattle to stray, and, when straying in cultivated land, to do 
damage by trampling down and eating the crops, whereas 
a dog does no harm. It is also said to be usual and easy 
to restrain them.® If, as has been suggested, the historical 
origin of the rule was different, it does not matter. 

Following the same line of thought, the owner of cattle 
is not held absolutely answerable for all damage which 
they may do the person. According to Lord Holt in the 
above opinion, these animals, wliicli are not so familiar 
to mankind ” as dogs, “ the owner ought to cdnfiiie, and 
take all reasonable caution that they do no mischief. . . . 
But ... if the owner puts a horse or an ox to grass in 
his field, which is adjoining to the highway, and the horse 
or the ox breaks the hedge and runs into the highway, 
and kicks or gores some i)a8sengcr, an action will not 
lie against the owner; otherwise, if he had notice that 
they had done such a thing before.” 

Buxendin v. Sha/rp^ 2 Salk. 662; s. r., 3 Salk. 169; s. c., nom. Bayntine 
V. Sharp, 1 Lutw. 90; Smith v. Pelah, 2 Strange, 264 ; May v. Burdett, 
9 Q. B. 101 ; Ca/rd v. Case, 5 C. B. 622. 

^ 12 Mod. 835. See Andrew Baker's case, 1 Hale, P. C. 430. 

2 Besozzi V. Harris, 1 F. & F. 92. 

• See Bldchcr V. Bylaiids, L. E. 1 Ex. 265, 281, 282 ^ Coxy. Burhndye, 
18 0. B. N. 8. 430, 4'41 ; Read v. Edwards, 17 B. N. s. 24.5, 260 ; Lee v. 
Ritsy, 18 C. B. n. s. 722 ; EHis v. Loftus Iron Co., L. R. 10 C.iiP. 10 ; 27 
Ass., id. 66, fol. 141 ; Y. B. 20 Ed. IV. 11, pi, 10 ; 13Tlen. VII. 15, pi. 10 ; 
Keilway, 8 b, pL 7. Cf. 4 Kent (12tli ed.), 110, n. 1, ad Jin. 
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Perhaps the most striking authority for the position that 
the judge’s duties are not at an end when the question of 
negligence is reached, is shown by the discussions concern¬ 
ing the law of bailment. Consider the judgment in Goggs 
V. Bernard,^ the treatises of Sir William Jones and Story, 
and the chapter of Kent upon the subject. They are so 
many attempts to state the duty of the bailee specifically, 
according to the nature of the bailment and of the object 
bailed. Those attempts, to be sure, were not successful, 
partly because they were attempts to engraft upon the 
native stock a branch of the Roman law which was too 
lai^c to survive the process, but more especially because 
the distinctions attempted were purely qualitative, and 
were therefore useless when dealing with a jury.<* To in¬ 
struct a Jury that they must find the defendant guilty of 
gross negligence before he can be charged, is open to the 
reproach that for such a body the word gross ” is only a 
vituperative epithet. But it would not be so with a judge 
sitting in admiralty without a jury, l^he Roman law and 
the Supreme Court of the ITnited States agree that the 
word means something.^ Successful or not, it is enough 
for the present argument that the attempt has been made* 

The principles of substantive law which have been es¬ 
tablished by the courts are believed to have been some¬ 
what obscured by having presented themselves oftenest 
in the fonn of rulings upon the sufficiency of evidence. 
When a judge rules that there is no evidence of negligence, 
he does something more than is embraced in an ordinary 
ruling that there is no e^ddcuce of a fact. He rules that 

1 2 Ld. Raym. 909; 13 Am. L. R. 609. 

* See Opll V, General Iron Screw Qollier Co., L. R. 1 C. P. 600, 612, 
614. 

^ Kailroad Co. v. Lorjewood, 17 Wall. 357, 388. 
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the acts or omissions proved or in question do not con¬ 
stitute a ground of legal liability, and in this way the law 
is gradually enriching itself from daily life, as it should. 
Thus, in Craflon v. Metropolitan Railway Cb.,^ the plain¬ 
tiff slipped on the defendant’s stairs and Was severely hurt. 
The cause of his slipping was that the bVass nosing of the 
stairs had been worn smooth by travel over it, and a 
builder testified that in his opinion the staircase was un¬ 
safe by reason of this circumstance and the absence of 
a hand-rail. There was nothing to contradict this ex¬ 
cept that great numbers of persons had passed over the 
stairs and that no accident had happened there, and the 
plaintiff had a verdict. The court set the verdict aside, 
and ordered a nonsuit. The ruling was in fonn that there 
was no evidence of negligence to go to the jury; but this 
was obviously equivalent to saying, and did in fact mean, 
that the railroad com])a.ny had done all that it was bound 
to do in maintaining such a staircase as was proved by the 
plaintiff. A hundred other equally concrete instances will 
be found in the text-books. 

On the other hand, if the court should rule that certain 
acts or omissions coupled with damage were conclusive 
evidence of negligence unless explained, it would, in sub¬ 
stance and in truth, rule that such acts or omissions were 
a ground of liability,^ or prevented a recovery, as the case 
might be. Thus it is said to be actionable negligence to 
let a house for a dwelling knowing it to be so infected with 
small-pox as to be dangerous to health, and concealing the 
knowledge.® To explain the acts or omissions in such a 

1 L. R. 1 C. P. 300. 

* See Gorlvam v. Orossi, 125 Mass. 232, 239, bottom? 

• Hfinot' V. fiharov., 112 Mass. 477, 487. 
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case would be to prove different conduct from that ruled 
upon, or to show that they wore not, juridically speaking, 
the cause of the damage complained of. The ruling 
BumcB, for the purposes of the ruling, that the facts in 
evidence arc all the facts. 

The cases which have raised difficulties needing explana^ 
tion are those in which the court has ruled that there was 
prima facie evidence of negligence, or some evidence of 
negligence to go to the jury. 

Many have noticed the confusion of thought implied in 
speaking of such cases as presenting mixed questions of 
law and fact. No doubt, as has been said above, the aver- 
ment that the defendant has been guilty of negligence is a 
complex one: first, that he has done or omitted certain 
things; second, that his alleged conduct does not come up 
to the legal standard. And so long as the controversy is 
simply on the first half, the whole complex averment is 
plain matter for the jury without special instructions, just 
as a question of ownership would be where the only dis¬ 
pute was as to the fact upon which the legal conclusion was 
founded.^ But when a controversy arises on the second 
half, the question whether the court or the jury ought to 
judge of the defendant’s conduct is wholly unaffected by 
the accident, whether there is or is not also a dispute as 
to what that conduct was. If there is such a dispute, it is 
entirely possible to give a series of hypothetical instruc¬ 
tions adapted to every state of facts which it is opefn to the 
jury to find. If there is no such dispute, the court may 
still take their opinion as to the standard. The {nroblem is 

* See IVinsmorc v. Chemhank, Willea, 577, 583; Rex v. Onebij, 2 Strange, 
766, 773 ; LiUftipUigh v. BraOiwait, Hobart, 105, 107 ; Wigratn, Disc., pi. 
240; Evans on Pleading, 49, 138, 139, 143 et aeq.; Id., Miller’s dd., pp. 
147, 149. 
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to explain the relative functions of court and jury with re¬ 
gard to the latter. 

a case arises in which the standard of conduct, 
pure and simple, is submitted to the jury, the explanar 
tion is plain. It is that the court, not entertaining any 
clear views of public policy applicable to the matter, 
derives the rule to be applied from daily experience, as 
it has been agreed that the great body of the law of tort 
has been derived. But the court further fools that it is 
not itself possessed of sufficient practical experience to lay 
down the rule intelligently. It conceives that twelve men 
taken from the practical part of the community can aid 
its judgment.^ Therefore it aids its conscience by taking 
the opinion of the jury. 

But supposing a state of facts often repeated in practice, 
is it to be imagined that the court is to go on leaving the 
standard to the jury forever ? Is it not manifest, on the 
contrary, that if the jury is, on the whole, as fair a tribunal 
as it is represented to be, the lesson which can bo got from 
that souikje will be learned^ Either the court will find 
that the fair teaching of experience is that the conduct 
complained of usually is or is not blameworthy, and there¬ 
fore, unless explained, is or is not a ground of liability ; or 
it will find the jury oscilLating to and fro, and will see the 
necessity of making up its mind for itself. There is no 
reason why any other such question should not be settled, 
as well as that of liability for stairs with smooth strips of 
brass upon their edges. The exceptions would mainly be 
found where the standard was rapidly changing, as, for in¬ 
stance, in some questions of medical treatment.^ 

1 See Dei/roU Milwaukee R. R. Co. v. Van Stcinhurg, 17 MiJh. 99,120. 

* In the emaU'pox case, Minor v. Sharon^ 112 Mass. 477, while thft 
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If this be the proper conclusion in plain cases, further 
consequences ensue. Facts do not often exactly repeat 
themselves in practice ; but cases with comparatively small 
variations from cfich other do. A judge who has long sat 
at nisi prius ought gradually to acquire a fund of experi¬ 
ence which enables him to represent the common sense of 
the community in ordinary instances lar better than an 
average jury. Tic should bo able to lead and to instruct 
them in detail, even whore lie thinks it desirable, on the 
whole, to take their opinion. Fuiihcrmorc, the sphere in 
which he is able to rule without taking their opinion at all 
should be continually growing. 

It has often been said, that negligence is pure matter of 
fact, or that, after the court has declared the evidence to 
be such that negligence n^n/ be inferred from it, the jury 
arc always to decide AV'hethcr the inference shall be drawn.^ 
But it is believed that the (join ts, when they lay down this 
broad proposition, arc thinking of cases where the conduct 
to be passed u])i)n is not proved directly, and the main or 
only question is what that conduct was, not what standard 
shall be applied to it after it is established. 

Most cases which go to the jury on a ruling that there is 
evidence from which they may find negligence, do not go 
to them princijially on account of a doubt as to the stand¬ 
ard, but of a doubt as to the conduct. Take the case 
where the fact in proof is an event such as the dropping of 
a brick from a railway bridge over a highway upon the 
plaintiif, the fact must be infcn*ed that the dropping was 

court ruled with regard to the defendaril’s conduct as has hcen mentioned, 
it held that whether the plaintiff’ was guilty of contributory negligence in 
not having^accinated his children was “a question of fact, and was prop¬ 
erly left to the jury,” p. 488. 

^ Meir&polUdn Railway Co. v. Jackson., 3 App. Cas. 193» 197. 
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due, not to a sudden operation of weather, but to a gradual 
falling out of repair wliich it was physically possible for 
this defendant to have prevented, before there can be any 
question as to the standard of conduct.^ 

So, in the case of a ban*ol falling from a warehouse win¬ 
dow, it must be lound that the defendant or his servants 
were in charge of it, before any question of standard can 
arise.^ It will be seen that in each of these well-known 
cases the court assumed a rule which Avould make the de¬ 
fendant liable if his conduct was such as the evidence 
tended to prove. When tlierc is no (juestion as to the con¬ 
duct established by the evidence, as in the case of fit col¬ 
lision between two trains belonging to the same company, 
the jury have, soiuctiines at least, been told in effect that, 
if they believed the evidence, tlie defendant was liable.® 

The principal aigunient that is urged in favor of tht 
view that a more extended function belongs to the jury as 
matter of right, is the necessity of continually conforming 
our standards to experience. No doubt the general foun¬ 
dation of legal liability in blamcwcn'thincss, as determined 
by the existing average standards of the community, should 
always be kept in mind, for the pui pose of keeping such 
concrete rules as from time to time may be laid down con¬ 
formable to daily life. No doubt this conformity is the 
practical justification for requiring a man to know the civil 
law, as the fact that crimes are also generally sins is one 
of the practical justifications for requiring a man to know 
the criminal law. But these considerations only lead to 

1 See Kenmey v. Lonilon, Brighton, <£• S. Coast Ry, Co,, L. R. 5 Q. B. 
411, 414, 417; s. c., 6 id. 769, 

* Bymc V. Boodle, 2 H. & C. 722, 

* See Skinner v. London, Bnyhltm, S. Coast Ry, Co,, 5 Ezcli. 787. 
But cf. Hanmmck v. While, 11 C. B. n. s. 588, 594. 
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the conclusion that precedents should be overruled when 
they become inconsistent with present conditions; and this 
has generally hai>i)cned, except with regard to the consti*iic- 
tion of deeds and wills. On the other hand) it is very de¬ 
sirable to know as nearly as we can the standard by which 
wc shall be judged at a given moment, and, moreover, the 
standards for a very large part of human conduct do not 
vary from century to century. 

The considcratioJis urged in this Lecture are of peculiar 
importance in this country, or at least in States where the 
law is as it stands in iMassachusetts. In England, the 
judges at nial 2^1^!ifs ex))ress their opinions freely on the 
value and weigiit of the evidence, and the judges in banc, 
by consent of ])arties, constantly draw inferences of fact. 
Hence idee distinctions as to the province of court and 
jury are not of the first necessity. But when judges are 
forbidden by statute to charge the jury with respect to 
matters of fact, and wlum the court in banc will never 
hear a case calling for inl'erences of fact, it becomes of vital 
importance to understand that, when standards of conduct 
are left to the jury, it is a tcrn])orary surrender of a judicial 
function which may be resumed at any moment in any case 
when the court feels competent to do so. Were this not 
so, the almost universal acceptance of the first proposition 
in this Lecture, that the general foundation of liability for 
unintentional wrongs is conduct different from that of a 
prudent man under the circumstances, would leave all our 
rights and duties throughout a great part of the law to the 
necessarily fiv>re or less accidental feelings of a jury. 

■ It is perfectly consistent with the views maintained in 
this Lecture that the courts have been very slow to with¬ 
draw questions of negligence from the jury, without dis^ 
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tmguishing nicely whether the doubt concerned the facts 
or the standard to be applied. Legal, like natural divis- 
ioifh, however clear in their general outline, will be found 
on exact scrutiny to end in a penumbra or debatable land. 
This is the region of the jury, and only cases falling on 
this doubtful border arc likely to be carried far in court. 
Still, the tendency of the law must always be to narrow the 
field of uncertainty. That is what analogy, as well as the 
decisions on this very subject, would lead us to expect. 

The growth of the law is very apt to lake pla^e in this 
way. Two widely different cases suggest a general distinc¬ 
tion, which is a clear one when stated broadly. But as 
new cases cluster around the opposite poles, and begin to 
approach each other, the distinction becomes more difficult 
to trace; the determinations arc made one way or the other 
on a very slight preponderance of feeling, rather than of 
articulate reason; and at last a mathematical line is ar> 
rived at by the contact of contrary decisions, which is so 
far arbitrary that it might ecpially well have been drawn a 
little farther to the one side or to the other, but which 
must have been drawn somewhere in the neighborhood of 
where it falls.^ 

In this way exact distinctions have been worked out 
upon questions in which the elements to be considered are 
few. For instance, what is a reasonable time for present¬ 
ing negotiable paper, or what is a difference in kind and 
what a difference only in quality, or the rule against per¬ 
petuities. 

An example of the approach of decisions tpwards each 
other from the opposite poles, and of the functiojj of the 
jury midway, is to be found in the Massacliusetts a(^udicar 
1 7 American Law Review, 664 tt seq.t July, 1878. 
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tions, that, if a child of two years and four months is un¬ 
necessarily sent unattended across and down a street in a 
large city, he cannot recover for a negligent injury; ^ that^to 
allow a boy of eight to be abroad alone is not necessarily 
negligent; ^ and that the effect of permitting a boy of ten 
to be abroad after dark is for the jury; ^ coupled with the 
statement, which may be ventured on without authority, 
that such a i)ernii8sion to a young man of twenty possessed 
of common intelligence has no effect whatever. 

Take again the law of ancient lights in England. An 
obstruction to be actionable must be substantial. Under 
ordinar)" circumstances the enaction of a structure a hun¬ 
dred yards off, and one foot above the ground, would not 
be actionable. One within a foot of the window, and cov¬ 
ering it, would be, without any finding of a jury beyond 
these facts. In doubtful cases midway, 'the question 
whether the interference was substantial has been left to 
the jury.'* But as the elements are few^ and permanent, an 
inclination has been shown to lay down a definite rule, 
that, in ordinary cases, the building complained of must 
not be higher than the distance of its base from the domi¬ 
nant windows. And although this attempt to work out 
an exact line requires much caution, it is entirely philo¬ 
sophical in spirit.® ^ 

The same principle applies to negligence. If the whole 
evidence in the case was that a party, in full command of 

1 Calla.ha.n v. Bean, 9 Allen, 401. 

® Co/rier v. Tovme, 98 Mass. 567. 

• L(yoett V. Sttlcm SonfA Dan vent B. II. Oo., 9 Allen, 557. . 

* JJadfc^v. Stacey, 2 C. k P. 465. 

® Cf. Beadel v. Perry, L. K. 3 Eq. 465 ; City of Ijmdon Br&wery Co. r. 
TeamaiU, L. K. 9 Ch. 212, 220; Hacketl v. Baiaa, L. B. 20 Eq. 494; 
Thud, V. DeAenhaTti, 2 Ch. D. 165. ] 
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his Senses and intellect, stood on a railway track, looking 
at an approaching engine until it ran him down, no judge 
would leave it to the jury to say whether the conduct 
was prudent. If the whole evidenee was that he at¬ 
tempted to cross a level track, which was visible for half a 
mile each way, and on which no engine was in sight, no 
court would aUow a jury to find negligence. Detween 
these extremes are cases which would go to the jury. But 
it is obvious that the limit of safety in such casbs, suj)- 
posing no further elements present, could be determined 
almost t6 a foot by mathematical cakailation. 

The trouble with many cases of negligence is, tlnit they 
are of a kind not frequently recurring, so as to enable any 
given judge to profit by long experience with juries to lay 
down rules, and that the elements arc so complex that 
courts are glad to leave the whole matter in a lump for 
the jury’s determination. 

I reserve the relation between negligent and other torts 
for the next Lecture. 



LECTURE IV. 


FRAUD, MALICE, AND INTENT. — THE THEORY OP 

TORTS. 

The next subjects to be considered arc fraud, malice, and 
intent. In the discussion of unintentional wrongs, the 
greatest difficulty to be overcoino was found to be the 
doctrine that a man acts always at his peril. In what 
follows, on the other hand, the difficulty will be to prove 
that actual wickedness of the kind described by the several 
words just mentioned is not an element in the civil wrongs 
to which those words are applied. 

It has been shown, in dealing with the criminal law, that, 
wlien we call an act malicious in common speech, we mean 
that harm to another person was intended to come of it, 
and that such harm was desired for its own sake as an end 
in itself. For the purposes of the criminal law, however, 
intent alone was found to be important, and to have the 
same consequences as intent with malevolence superadded. 
Pursuing the analysis, intent was found to be made up of 
foresight of the harm as a consequence, coupled with a 
desire to bring it about, the latter being conceived as* the 
motive for the act in question. Of these, again, foresight 
only seemed material. As a lat^t step, foresight was re¬ 
duced to jits lowest term, and it was concluded that, sub¬ 
ject to exceptions which were explained, the general bads 
of ctimlual liability was knowledge, at the time of action, 
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of facts from which common experience showed that cer¬ 
tain harmful results were likely to follow. 

• It remains to be seen whether a similar reduction is 
possible on the civil side of the law, and whether thus 
fraudulent, malicious, intentional, and negligent wrongs 
can be brought into a philosophically continuous series. 

A word of preliminary explanation will be useful. It 
has been shown in the Lecture just referred to that an act, 
although always importing intent, is per se indifferent to 
the law. It is a willed, and therefore an intended co¬ 
ordination of muscular contractions. But the intent neces¬ 
sarily imported by the act ends there. And all muscular 
motions or co-ordinations of them are harmless apart from 
concomitant circumstances, the presence of which is not 
necessarily implied by the act itself. To strike out with 
the fist is the same act, whether done in a desert or in a 
crowd. 

The same considerations which have been urged to 
show that an act alone, by itself, does not and ought not 
to impose either civil or criminal liability, apply, at least 
frequently, to a scries of acts, or to conduct, although the 
series shows a further co-ordination and a further intent. 
For instance, it is the same series of acts to utter a sen¬ 
tence falsely stating that a certain barrel contains No. 1 
Mackerel, whether the sentence is uttered in the secrecy of 
the closet, or to another man in the course of a bargain. 
There is, to be sure, in either case, the further intent, be¬ 
yond the co-ordination of muscles for a single sound, to 
allege that a certain barrel has certain contents, — an in¬ 
tent necessarily shown by the ordering of the words. But 
both the series of acts and the intent are per se indif¬ 
ferent. They are innocent when spoken in solitude, and. 
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are only a ground of liability when certain concomitant 
circumstances are shown. 

The intent which is meant when spoken of as an efe- 
ment of legal liability is an intent directed toward the 
harm comi)lained of, or at least toward harm. It is not 
necessary in every case to carry the analysis back to the 
simple muscular contractions out of which a course of 
conduct is made up. On the same principle that requires 
something more than an act followed by damage to make 
a man liable, we constantly find ourselves at. liberty to as¬ 
sume a co-ordinated series of acts as a proximately simple 
element, per se indiffei*eut, in considering what further cir¬ 
cumstances or facts must be present before the conduct in 
question is at the actor s peril. It will save confusion and 
the need of repetition if this is borne in mind in the fol¬ 
lowing discussion. 

The chief forms of liability in which fraud, malice, and 
intent are said to be necessary elements, are deceit, slan¬ 
der and libel, malicious prosecution, and conspiracy, to 
which, perhaps, may be added trover. 

Deceit is a notion drawn from the moral world, and 
in its popular sense distinctly imports wickedness. The 
doctrine of the common law with regard to it is generally 
stated in terms which arc only consistent with actual 
guilt, and an actual guilty intent. It is said that a man is 
liable to an action for deceit if he makes a false representar 
tion to another, knowing it to be false, but intending that 
the other should believe and act upon it, if the person 
addressed believes it, and is thereby persuaded to act to 
his own harm. This is no doubt the typical case, and it is 
a case of intentional moral wrong. Now, what is the 
party’s conduct here. It consists in uttering certain words, 
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80 ordered that the utterance of them imports a knowl¬ 
edge of the meaning which tlicy would convey if heard. 
But that conduct with only that knowledge is neither 
moral nor immoral. Go one step further, and add the 
knowledge of another’s presence within hearing, still the act 
has no determinate character. The elements which make 
it immoral are the knowledge that the statement is false, 
and the intent that it shall be acted on. 

The princijial question then is, whether this intent can 
be reduced to the same tenns as it has been in other 
cases. There is no difficulty in the answer. It is per¬ 
fectly clear that the intent that a f;dsc representation 
should be acted on would be conclusively established 
by proof that the defendant knew that the other party 
intended to act upon it. If the defendant foresjiw the 
consequence of his acts, he is chargeable, whether his 
motive was a desire to induce the other party to act, or 
simply an unwillingness for jjrivatc reasons to state the 
truth. If the defendant knew a present fact (the other 
party’s intent), which, according to common experience, 
made it likely that his act would have the harmful con¬ 
sequence, he is chargeable, whether ho in fact foresaw 
the consequence or not. 

In this matter the general conclusion follows from a 
single instance. For the moment it is admitted that in 
one case knowledge of a present fact, such as the other 
party’s intent to act on the false statement, dispenses with 
proof of an intent to induce him to act upon it, it is ad¬ 
mitted that the lesser element is all that, is necessary in the 
laiger compound. For intent embraces knowledge suf¬ 
ficing for foresight, as has been shown. Hence,Vlmn you 
prove intent you prove knowledge, and intent may often 
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be the easier to prove of the two. But when you prove 
knowledge you do not prove intent. 

It may be said, however, that intent is implied or pue^ 
Burned in such a case as has been supposed. But this is 
only helping out a false theory by a fiction. It is very 
much like saying that a consideration is presumed for an 
instrument under seal; which is merely a way of reconcil¬ 
ing the formal theory that all contracts must have a con¬ 
sideration with the manifest fact that sealed instruments 
do not rexjuire one. Whenever it is said that a certain 
thing is essential to liability, but that it is conclusively 
presumed from something else, there is always ground for 
suspicion that the essentiiil element is to be found in that 
something else, and not in what is said to be presumed 
from it. 

With regard to the intent necessary to deceit, we need 
not stop with the single instance which has been given. 
The law goes no farther than to require proof either of 
the intent, or that the other party was justified in infer¬ 
ring such intention. So that tlic whole meaning of the 
requirement is, that the natural and manifest tendency of 
the representation, under the known circumstances, must 
have been to induce the opinion that it was made with 
a view to action, and so to induce action on the faith 
of it. Tlie standard of what is called intent is thus 
really an external standard of conduct under the known 
circumstances, and the analysis of the criminal law holds 
good here. 

Nor is this all. The law pursuing its course of specifi¬ 
cation, as^ explained in the last Ijecture, decides what is 
the tendency of representations in certain cases, — a^, for 
instance, that a horse is sound at the time of making a 
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sale; or, in general, of any statement of fact which it is 
known the other party intends to rely on. Beyond these 
s^cific rules lies the vague realm of the juiy. 

The other moral element in deceit is knowledge that the 
statement was falfee. With this I am not strictly con¬ 
cerned, because all that is necessary is accomplished when 
the elements of risk are reduced to action and knowledge. 
But it will aid in the general object of showing that the 
tendency of the law everywhere is to transcend moral and 
reach external standards, if this knowledge of falsehood, 
can be transmuted into a formula not necessarily importing 
guilt, although, of course, generally accompanied by it in 
fact. The moment we look critically at it, we find the 
moral side shade away. 

The question is, Avhat known circumstances are enough 
to throw the risk of a statement upon him who makes it, if 
it induces another man to act, and it turns out untrue. 
Now, it is evident that a man may take the risk- of his 
statement by express agreement, or by an implied one 
which the law reads into his bargain. He may in legal 
language warrant the truth of it, and if it is not true, the 
Jaw treats it as a fraud, just as much when he makes it 
fully believing it, as when he knows that it is untrue, and 
'means to deceive. If, in selling a horse, the seller war¬ 
ranted him to be only five years old, and in fact he was 
thirteen, the seller could be sued for a deceit at common 
law, although he thought the horse was only five.' The 
common-law liability for the truth of statements is^ there¬ 
fore, more extensive than the sphere of actual moral 
fraud. 

But, again, it is enough in general if a repfesentation 

* Williamson v. Allison^ 2 East, 446. 
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is made recklessly, without knowing whether it is iarue or 
false. Now what does recklessly ” mean. It does not 
mean actual personal indifference to the truth of the stat^ 
ment. It means only that the data for the statement were 
so fur insufficient that a prudent man could not have made 
it witliout leading to the inference that he was indifferent. 
That is to say, repeating an analysis which has been gone 
through with before, it means that the law, applying a 
general objective standard, determines that, if a man makes 
his statement on those data, he is liable, whatever was the 
state of his mind, and although he individually may have 
been perfectly free from wickedness in making it. 

Hence similar reasoning to that which has been applied 
already to intent may be applied to knowledge of falsity. 
Actual knowledge may often be easier to prove than that 
the evidence was insufficient to warrant the statement, and 
when proved it contains tlu^ lesser element. But as soon 
as the lesser element is shown to be enough, it is shown 
that the law is ready to apply an external or objective 
standard here also. 

Ooui'ts of eejuity have laid down the doctrine in terms 
which are so wholly irrespective of the actual moral condi¬ 
tion of the defendant as to go to an opposite extreme. It 
is said that ‘‘when a representation in a matter of business 
is made by one man to another calculated to induce him 
to adapt his conduct to it, it is perfectly immaterial whether 
the representation is made knowing it to be untrue, or 
whether it is made believing it to be true, if, in fa<?t, it was 
untrue.” ^ 

Perhaps the actual decisions could be reconciled on a 

t 

* Lmther v. Simpsnn.^ 11. 11 Eq. 398, 406. On the other hand, tbfl 
extreme moral view is i,taled in IFoir v, Bell, 3 Ex. D. 238, 243. 
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narrower principle, but the nile just stated goes the length 
of saying that in business matters a man makes every state¬ 
ment (of a kind likely to be acted on) at his peril. This 
seems hardly justifiable in poJicy. The moral starting- 
point of liability in general should never be forgotten, 
and the law cannot without disregarding it hold a man 
answerable for statements based on facts which would 
have convinced a wise and prudent man of their truth. 
The public advantage and necessity of freedcun in im¬ 
parting information, which privileges even the slander of 
a third person, ought a fortiori^ it seems to me, to priv¬ 
ilege statements made at the request of the pjirty who 
complaiils of them. 

The common law, at any rate, preserves the reference to 
morality by making fraud the ground on which it goes. It 
does not hold that a man always speaks at his peril. But 
starting from the moral ground, it works out an external 
standard of what would be fraudulent in tlic average pru¬ 
dent member of the community, and requires every member 
at his peril to avoid that. As in other cases, it is gradu¬ 
ally accumulating precedents which decide that certain 
statements under certain circumstances are at the peril of 
the party who makes them. 

The elements of deceit which throw the risk of his con¬ 
duct upon a party are these. First, making a statement of 
facts purporting to be serious. Second, the known presence 
of another within hearing. 'J^hird, known facts sufficient to 
•warrant thb expectation or suggest the probability that the 
other party will act on the statement. (Wliat facts are suffi¬ 
cient has been specifically determined by the courts in some 
instances; in others, no doubt, the question would go to the 
jury on the principles heretofore explained.) Fourth, the 
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jysebood of the statement. This must be known, or else 
the known evidence concerning the matter of the statement 
must be such as would not warrant belief according to«tbe 
ordinary course of human experience. (On this point also 
the court may be found to lay down specific rules in some 
cases. 

I next take up the law of slander. It has often been 
said that malice is one of the elements of liability, and 
the doctrine is commonly stated in this way : that malice 
must exist, but that it is presumed by law from the mere 
speaking of the words; that again you may rebut this 
presumption of malice by showing that the words were 
spoken under circumstances which made the communicar' 
tion privileged, — as, for instance, by a lawyer in the 
necessary course of his argument, or by a person answering 
in good faith to inquiries as to the character of a former 
servant, —and then, it is said, the plaintiff may meet this 
defence in some cases by showing that the words were 
spoken with actual malice. 

All this sounds as if at least actual intent to cause the 
damage complained of, if not malevolence, were at the 
bottom of this class of wrongs. Yet it is not so. For 
although the use of the phrase “ malice ” points as usual 
to an original moral standard, the rule that it is presumed 
upon proof of speaking certain words is equivalent to say¬ 
ing that the overt conduct of speaking those words may be 
^actionable whether the consequence of damage to the plain¬ 
ts was intended or not. And this falls in with the general 
theory, because the manifest tendency of slanderous words 
is to harm the person of \frhom they are spoken. Agmn, 
the real lubstance of the defence is not that the damage 

* ^ As to adnial knowledge and intent, see Lecture II. p. $7. 
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was not intended,—that would be no defence at all; but 
that, whether it was intended or not, — that is, even if 
tha defendant foresaw it and foresaw it with pleasure, 
— the manifest facts and circumstances under which he 
said it were such that the law considered tlie damage to 
the plaintiff of less importance than the benefit of free 
speaking. 

It is more difficult to apply the same analysis to the last 
stage of the process, but perhaps it is not impossible. It 
is said that the plaintiff may meet a case of privilege thus 
made out on the part of the defendant, by proving actual 
malice, that is, actual intent to cause the damage com¬ 
plained of. , But how is this actual malice made out ? It 
is by showing that the defendant knew the statement 
which he made was false, or that his untrue statements 
were grossly in excess of what t!ie occasidn required. Now 
is it not very evident that the law is looking to a wholly 
different matter from the defeixlant’s intent? The fact 
that the defendant foresaw and foresaw with pleasure the 
damage to the plaintiff, is ()f no more iniportance in this 
case than it would be where the communication was 
privileged. The question again is wholly a (luestion of 
knowledge, or other external standard. And what makes 
even knowledge important? It is that the reason for which 
a man is allowed in the other instances to make false 
charges against his neighbors is wanting. It is for the 
public interest that people should be free to give the best 
information they can under certain circumstances withefiit 
fear, but there is no public benefit in having lies told at 
any time; and when a charge is known to be false, Or is in 
excess of what is required by the occasion, it is not neces- 
saiy to make that charge in order to speak ft’eely, and 
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therefore it falls under the ordinary rule, that certain 
charges are made at the party’s peril in ease they turn out 
to be false, whether evil consequences were intended#or 
not. The defendant is li<ablc, not because his intent was 
evil, but because he made false charges without excuse. 

It will be seen that the peril of conduct here b^ins 
farther back than with deceit, as the tendency of slander 
is more universally harmful. There must be some con¬ 
comitant cifcumstanccs. There must at least be a human 
being in existence whom the statement designates. There 
must be another human being within hearing who under¬ 
stands the statement, and the statement must be false. 
But it is arguable that the latter of these facts need not 
be known, as certainly the falsity of the charge need not 
be, and that a man must take the risk of even an idle state¬ 
ment being heard; unless he made it under known circum¬ 
stances of privilege. It would be no great curtailment of 
freedom to deny a man immunity in attaching a chaige of 
crime to the name of his neighbor, even when he supposes 
himself alone. But it does not seem clear that the law 
would go quite so far as that. 

The next form of liability is comparatively insignificant. 
I mean the action for malicious prosecutiotft A man 
may recover damages against another for maliciously and 
without probable cause instituting a criminal, or, in some 
cases, a civil prosecution against him upon a false charge. 
The want of probable cause refers, of course, only to the 
state of the defendant’s knowledge, not to his intent. It 
means the absence of probable cause in the facts known 
to the defendant when he, instituted the suit. But the 
standard applied to the defendant’s consciousness is ex¬ 
ternal to it. The question is not whether he thought the 
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facts to constitute probable cause, but whether the court 
thiiiks they did. 

!Chen as to malice. The conduct of the defendant con¬ 
sists in instituting proceedings on a chaise which is in fact 
false, and which has not prevailed. That is the root of 
the whole matter. If the charge was true, or if the plain¬ 
tiff has been convicted, even thougli lie may be able now 
to prove that he was wrongly convicted, the defendant is 
safe, however great his malice, and however little ground 
he had for his charge. 

Suppose, however, that the charge is false, and does not 
prevail. It may readily be admitted that malice did origi¬ 
nally mean a malevolent motive, an actual intent to harm 
the plaintiff by making a false charge. The legal remedy 
here, again, started from the moral basis, the occasion for 
it> no doubt, being similar to that which gave rise to the 
old law of conspiracy, that a man’s enemies would some¬ 
times seek his destruction by setting the criminal law in 
motion against him. As it was punishable to combine for 
such a purpose, it was concluded, with some hesitation, 
that, when a single individual wickedly attempted the 
same^thing, he should be liable on similar grounds.^ I 
must fully ^mit that there is weighty authority to the 
effect that malice in its ordinary sense is to this day a 
distinct fact to be proved and to be found by the jury. 

But this view cannot be accepted without hesitation. 
It is admitted that, on the one side, the existence of prob¬ 
able cause, believed in, is a justification notwithstanding 
malice; * that, on the other, “ it is not enough to show 

1 Cf, Knigld r. German, Cro. Eli/. 70 ; s. c., ib. 134. 

5* Mitchell V. Jenkins, 5 B. & Ad. 588, 594 ; Turner v. Ambler, 10 Q. B. 
252, 257, 261. 
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that the case appeared »uMcient to this particular party, 
but it must bo sufficient to induce a sober, sensible and 
discreet person to act upon it, or it must fail as a justifica¬ 
tion for the f)rocecding upon general grounds.” ^ On the 
one side, niaJice alone will not make a man liable for insti¬ 
tuting a groundJiiss prosecution; on the other, his justifica¬ 
tion will depend, not on his opinion of the facts, but on 
that of the (jourt. When his actual moral condition is disre¬ 
garded to this extent, it is a little hard to believe that the 
existence of an iinproj)cr motive should be material. Yet 
that is what malice must mean in this case, if it means any¬ 
thing.^ For the evil cflects of a successful indictment are 
of course intended by one who j)rocurc8 another to be in¬ 
dicted. I cannot but think that a jury would be told that 
knowledge or belief that the charge was false at the time 
of making it was conclusive evidence of malice. And if so, 
on grounds which need not be repeated, malice is not the 
important thing, but the facts known to the defendant. 

Nevertheless, as it is obviously treading on delicate 
ground to make it actionable to set the regular processes 
of the law in motion, it is, of course, entirely possible to 
say that the action shall be limited to those cases where the 
charge was preferred from improper motives, %t least if the 
defendant thought that there was probable cause. Such 
a limitation would stand almost alone in the law of civil 
liability. But the nature of the wrong is peculiar, and, 
moreover, it is quite consistent with the theory of liability 
here advanced that it should bo confined in any given in¬ 
stance to actual w’^rong-doing in a moral sense. - 

The qnly other cause of action in which the moral con- 

1 Redfield, C. J. in Barron v. Mason, 31 Vt. 189, 197. 

* MUcitcll V. Jenbins, 5 13. & Ad. 588, 595. 
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dition of the defendant's consciousness might seem to be 
important is conspiracy. The old action going by that name 
wag much like malicious prosecution, and no doubt was 
originally confined to cases where several persons had con¬ 
spired to indict another from malevolent motives. But in 
the modem action on the case, where conspiracy is charged, 
the allegation as a rule only means that two or more per¬ 
sons were so far co-operating in their acts that the act 
of any one was the act of all. Generally speaking, the 
liability depends not on the co-operation or conspiring, but 
on the character of the acts done, supposing them all to be 
done by one man, or irrespective of the question whether 
they were done by one or several. There may be cases, to 
be sure, in which the result could not be accomplished, or 
the offence could not ordinarily bej)roved, without a com¬ 
bination of several; as, for instance, the removal of a teacher 
by a school board. The conspiracy would not affect the 
case except in a practical way, but the question would be 
raised whether, notwithstanding the right of the board to 
remove, proof that they were actuated by malevolence 
would not make a removal actionable. Policy, it might 
be said, forbids going behind their judgment, but actual 
evil motive* coupled with the absence of grounds with¬ 
draw this protection, because policy, although it does not 
require them to take the risk of being right, does require 
that they should judge honestly on the merits.^ 

Other isolated instances like the last might, perhaps, be 
found in different, parts of the law, in which actual malevo¬ 
lence would affect a man’s liability for his conduct. Again, 
in trover for the conversion of another’s chattel, where the 
dominion exercised over it was of a slight and ambiguous 

^ See Burton t. FulUnit 49 Penn. St. 151. 
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nature, it has been said that the taking must be with the 
intent of exercising an ownership over the chattel incon¬ 
sistent with the real owner’s right of possession,”^ ,3ut 
this seems to be no more than a faint shadow of the doc¬ 
trine explained with regard to larceny, and does not require 
any further or special discussion. Trover is commonly 
understood to go, like larceny, on the plaintiff’s being 
deprived of his property, although in practice every pos¬ 
sessor has the action, and, generally speaking, the shortest 
wrongful withholding of possession is a conversion. 

Be the exceptions more or less numerous, the general 
purpose of the law of torts is to secure a man indemnity 
against certain forms of harm to person, reputation, or 
estate, at the hands of his neighbors, not because they are 
wrong, but because they are harms. The true explanation 
of the reference of liability to a moral standard, in the 
sense which has been ex[)lained, is not that it is for the 
purpose of improving men’s hearts, but that it is to give 
a man a fair chance to avoid doing the harm before he is 
held responsible for it. It is intended to reconcile the 
policy of letting accidents lie where they fall, and the 
reasonable freedom of others with the protection of the 
individual from injury. 

But the law does not even seek to indemnify a man from 
all harms. An unrestricted enjoyment of all bis possibilities 
would interfere with other equally important enjoyments on 
the part of his neighbors. There are certain things which 
the law allows a man to do, notwithstanding the fact that 
he foresees that harm to another will follow from them. 
He may^charge a man with crime if the charge is true. He 
may establish himself in business where he foresees that 

1 Rolfe, B, in Fouldes v. Willoughby^ 8 Meeson & Weliiby, 640. 



THE THEOKY OF TORTS. 


145 


the effect of his competition will be to diminish the custom 
of anotlier shopkeeper, perhaps to ruin him. Ho may 
ei^ct a building which cuts another off from a beautiful 
prospect, or he may drain subterranean waters and thereby 
drain another’s well; and many other cases might be put. 

As any of these things may be done with foresight of 
their evil consequences, it would seem that they might be 
done with intent, and even with malevolent intent, to pro¬ 
duce them. The whole argument of this Lecture and the 
preceding tends to this conclusion. If the aim of liability 
is simply to prevent or indemnify from harm so far as is 
consistent with avoiding the extreme of making a man 
answer for accident, when the law permits the harm to be 
knowingly inflicted it would be a strong thing if the pres¬ 
ence of malice made any difrorence in its decisions. That 
might happen, to be sure, without affecting the general 
views maintained here, but it is not to be expected, and 
the weight of authority is against it. 

As the law, qn the one hand, allows certain harms to be 
inflicted irrespective of the moral condition of him who 
inflicts them, so, at the other extreme, it may on grounds 
of policy throw the absolute risk of certain transactions 
on the person engaging in them, irrespective of blame¬ 
worthiness in any sense. Instances of this sort have been 
mentioned in the last Lecture,^ and will be referred to 
again. 

Most liabilities in tort lie between these two extremes, 
and are founded on the infliction of harm which the de¬ 
fendant had a reasonable opportunity to avoid at the time 
of the acts or omissions which were its proximate cause. 
But as fast as specifle rules are worked out in pTace of the 

^ Supra^ pp. 115 et segj, 

10 
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vague reference to the conduct of the average man, they 
range themselves alongside of other specific rules based on 
public policy, and the grounds from which they spring cease 
to be manifest. So that, as will be seen directly, rules 
which seem to lie outside of culpability in any sense have 
sometimes been referred to remote fault, while others 
which started from the general notion of negligence may 
with equal case be referred to some extrinsic ground of 
policy. 

Apart from the extremes just mentioned, it is now easy 
to sec how the point at which a man’s conduct begins to 
be at his own peril is generally fixed. Wlien the principle 
is understood on which that point is determined by the 
law of torts, w^e possess a common ground of classification, 
and a key to the whole subject, so far as tradition has not 
swerved the law' from a consistent theory. It has been 
made pretty clear fi’om what precedes, that I find that 
ground in knowledge of circumstances accompanying an 
act or conduct indifferent but for those circumstances. 

But it is worth remarking, before that criterion is dis¬ 
cussed, that a possible common ground is reached at the 
preceding step in the descent from malice through intent 
and foresight. Foresight is a possible common denomina¬ 
tor of wrongs at the two extremes of malice and negli¬ 
gence. The purpose of the law is to prevent or secure a 
man indemnity from harm at the hands of his neighbors, so 
far as consistent writh other considerations which have been 
mentioned, and excepting, of course, such harm as it per¬ 
mits to be intentionally inflicted. When a man foresees 
that harm will result from In's conduct, the principle which 
exonerates him fr‘c»m accident no longer applies, and he is 
liable. But, as has been shown, he is bound to foresee 
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whatever a prudent and intelligent man would have fore¬ 
seen, and therefore he is liable for conduct from which 
sujh a man would have foreseen that harm was liable to 
follow. 

Accordingly, it would be possible to state all cases of 
negligence in terms of imputed or presumed foresight. It 
would be possible even to press tlie presumption further, 
applying the very inaccurate maxim, that evci 7 man is 
presumed to intend the natural consequences of his own 
acts; and this mode of expression will, in fact, be found 
to have 'been occasionally used,^ more especially in the 
criminal law, w^hcre the notion of intent has a stronger 
foothold.^ , The latter fiction is more remote and less philo¬ 
sophical than the former; but, after all, both are equally 
fictions. Negligence is not foresight, but precisely the 
want of it; and if foresight were presumed, the ground of 
the presumption, and therefore the essential element, would 
be the knowledge of facts wdiicli made foresight possible. 

Taking knowledge, then, as the true starting-point, the 
next question is how to determine the circumstances neces¬ 
sary to be known in any given case in order to make a man 
liable for the consequences of his act. They must be such 
a« would have led a prudent man to perceive danger, 
although not necessarily to foresee the specific harm. But 
this is a vague test, flow is it decided what those cir¬ 
cumstances are ? The answ’cr must V>e, by experience. 

But there is one point which has been left ambiguous 
in the preceding Lecture and here, and which must be 
touched upon. It has been assumed that conduct which 

1 See, e. g., Cooley, Torts, 164. 

, * Hex V. Dixmy 8 Maule & Selwyn, 11, 15; Meg. v. Hickliny L. R. 
3 Q. B. 360 ; 5 C. & P. 266, ii. 
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the maa of ordinary intelligence would perceive to be dan¬ 
gerous under the circumstances, would be blameworthy if 
pursued by him. It might not be so, however. Suppose 
that, acting under the threats of twelve armed men, which 
put him in fear of his life, a man enters another’s close and 
takes a horse. In such a case, he actually contemplates 
and chooses harm to another as the consequence of his act. 
Yet the act is neither blameworthy nor punishable. But 
it might be actionable, and Rolle, C. J. ruled that it was 
BO in Gilbert v. Stone,^ If this be law, it goes the full 
length of deciding that it is enough if the defendant has 
had a chance to avoid inflicting tlie hanu complained of. 
And it may well be argued that, although he does wisely 
to ransom his life as he best may, there is no reason why 
he should be allowed to intentionally and permanently 
transfer his misfortunes to tlie shoulders of his neighbors. 

It cannot be inferred, from the mere circumstance that 
certain conduct is made actionable, that therefore the law 
regards it as wrong, or seeks to prevent it. Under our 
mill acts a man has to pay for flowing his neighbor’s lands, 
in the same way that he has to pay in trover for convert¬ 
ing his neighbor’s goods. Yet the law approves and en¬ 
courages the flowing of lands for the erection of mills. 

Moral predilections must not be allowed to influence 
our minds in settling legal distinctions. If we accept the 
test of the liability alone, how do we distinguish between 
trover and the mill acts? or between conduct which is 
prohibited, and that which is merely taxed? The only 
distinction which I can see is in the diflference of the col¬ 
lateral consequences attached to the two classes of con¬ 
duct. In the one, the maxim in jpari delicto potior e$i 

^ Aleyn, ; Style, 72 ; d. 1648. 
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emditio defendentis, and the invalidity of contracts con¬ 
templating it^ show that the conduct is outside the pro¬ 
tection of the law. In the other, it is otherwise.^ ^ This 
opinion is confirmed by the fact, that almost the only cases 
in which the distinction between prohibition and taxation 
comes up concern the application of these maxims. 

But if this be true, liability to an action does not neces¬ 
sarily import wrong-doing. And this may be admitted 
(Without at all impairing the force of the argument in the 
foregoing Lecture, which only requires that people should 
not be made to pay for accidents which they could not 
have avoided. 

It is doubtful, however, whether the ruling of Chief 
Justice Rollc would now be followed. The squib case, 
Scott V. Shepherd^ and the language of some text-books, 
are more or less opposed to it.^ If the latter view is law, 
then an act must in general not only be dangerous, but one 
which would be blameworthy on the part of the average 
man, in order to make the actor liable. But, aside from 
such exceptional cases as Gilbert v. Stone, the two tests 
agre^ and the difference need not be considered in what 
follows. 

I therefore repeat, that experience is the test by which 
it is decided whether the degree of danger attending given 
conduct under certain known circumstances is sufficient 
to throw the risk upon the party pursuing it. 

For instance, experience shows that a good many guns 
supposed to be unloaded go off and hurt people. The or¬ 
dinarily intelligent and pnident member of the community 

1 l Kent (12th ed.),, 467, ii. 1; 6 Am, Law Rev. 723-725 ^7 id. 652. 

'* 2 Wm. Bl. 892, a. t>. 1773 ; mpra, p. 92 ; Addison on Torts (4th: 
ed.), 264, citing Y. B. 37 Hen. VI. 87, pi. 26, which hardly sastains the 
broad language of the text. 
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would foresee the possibility of danger from pointing a 
gun which he had not inspected into a crowd, and pulling 
the trigger, altliough it was said to be unloaded. Hence, 
it may veiy properly be held that a man who does such a 
thing does it at his peril, and that, if damage ensues, he is 
answerable for it. The co-ordinated acts necessary to point 
a gun and pull a trigger, and the intent and knowledge 
shown by the co-ordination of those acts, are all consistent 
with entire blamelessness. They threaten harm to no one 
without further facts. But tlu; one additional circumstance 
of a man in the line and within range of the piece makes 
the conduct manifestly dangerous to any one who knows 
the fact. There is no longer any need to refer to the pru¬ 
dent man, or general experience. The facts have taught 
their lesson, and have generated a concrete and external 
rule of liability. He who snaps a cap upon a gun pointed 
in the direction of another person, known by him to be 
present, is answerable for the consequences. 

The question what a i)rudent man would do under 
given circumstances is then equivalent to the question 
what arc the teachings of experience as to the dangerous 
character of this or that conduct under these or those cir¬ 
cumstances ; and as the teachings of experience are matters 
of fact, it is easy to see why the jury should be consulted 
with regard to them. They arc, however, facts of a spe¬ 
cial and peculiar function. Their only bearing is on the 
question, what ought to have been done or omitted under 
^^the circumstances of the cfise, not on what was done. 
Their function is to suggest a rule of conduct. 

Sometimes courts are induced to lay dowm rules by 
facts of a more specific nature; as that the legislature 
passed a certain statute, and that the case at bar is within 
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the fair meaning of its words; or that the practice of a 
specially interested class, or of the public at large, has 
generated a rule of' conduct outside the law which it is 
desirable that the courts should recognize and enforce. 
These are matters of fact, and have sometimes been pleaded 
as such. But as their only importance is, that, if believed, 
they will induce the judges to lay down a rule of con¬ 
duct, or in other words a rule of law, suggested by them, 
their tendency in most instances is to disappear as fast as 
the rules suggested by them become settled.^ While the 
facts arc uncertain, as they are still only motives for decis¬ 
ion upon the law, — grounds for legislation, so to speak, 
— the judges may asccitain them in any way which satis¬ 
fies their conscience. Thus, courts recognize the statutes 
of the jurisdiction judicially, although the laws of other 
jurisdictions, with doubtful wisdom, are left to the jury.^ 
They may take judicial cognizance of a custom of mer¬ 
chants.® In former days, at least, they might inquire 
about it in pais after a dtnnurrer.^ They may act on the 
statement of a special jury, as in the time of Tjord Mans¬ 
field and his successors, or upon the finding of a common 
jury based on the testimony of witnesses, as is the practice 
to-day in this country. But many instances will bo found 
in the text-books which show that, when the facts are 
ascertained, they soon cease to be referred to, and give 
place to a rule of law. 

I Compare Crouch v. London, N. W. R. Go.,, 14 C. B. 255, 283; 
Xkdyds Case, 8 Co, Rep. 32 ; Co. Lit. 89 a, n. 7 ; 1 Oh. PI. (1st ed,), 219, 
(6tli ed.), 216, 217 ; 7 Am. J^aw Rev. 6f»6 et seq. 

s But of. The Pa/ioashick, 2 Lowell, 142. 

* Oihs&n V. Stevens, 8 How. 384, 398, 399 ; Barnett v. Bran^jjda, 6 Man. 
& Or. 630, 665 ; Hawkins v. Cardy, 1 Ld. Raym. 860. 

^ Pickering v. Barkley, Style, 132; Wegerstoffe v. Keene, 1 Strange^ 
214, 216^ 228 ; Smith v. Keoidall, 6 T. R. 123, 124. 
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The same transition is noticeable with regard to the 
teachings of experience. There are many cases, no dohbt, 
in which the court would lean for aid upon a juiy; J)ht 
there are also many in which the teaching has been formu¬ 
lated in specific rules. These rules will be found to vary 
considerably with regard to the number of concomitant 
circumstances necessary to throw ’ the peril of conduct 
otherwise indiflerent on the actor. As the circumstances 
become more numerous and complex, the tendency to cut 
the knot wdth the jury becomes greater. It will be useful 
to follow a line of cases up from the simple to the more 
complicated, by way of illustration. The difficulty of dis¬ 
tinguishing rules based on other grounds of policy from 
those which have been worked out in the field of negli¬ 
gence, will be particularly noticed. 

In all these cases it will be found that there has been 
a voluntary act on the part of the person to be charged. 
The reason for tliis requirement was shown in the fore¬ 
going Lecture. Unnecessary though it is for the defendant 
to have intended or foreseen the evil which he has caused, 
it is necessary that he should have chosen the conduct 
which led to it. But it has also been shown that a volun¬ 
tary act is not enough, and that even a co-ordinated series 
of acts or conduct is often not enough by itself. But the 
co-ordination of a series of acts shows a further intent than" 
is necessarily manifested by any single act, and sometimes 
proves with almost equal certainty the knowledge of one 
or more concomitant circumstances. And there, are cases 
where conduct with only the intent and knowledge thus 
necessarily implied is sufficient to throw the risk of it on 
the actor. 

For instance, when a* man does the series of acts called 
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tralking, it is assumed for all purposes of responsibility 
that he knows the eaith is under his feet. The con- 
diwt jper se is indifferent, to be sure. A man may go 
through the motions of walking without legal peril, if he 
chooses to practise on a private treadmill; but if he goes 
through the same motions on the surface of the earth, it 
cannot be doubted that he knows that the earth is there. 
With that knowledge, he acts at his peril in certain re¬ 
spects. If he crosses his neighbor’s boundary, he is a tres¬ 
passer. The reasons for this strict rule have been par¬ 
tially discussed in the last Lecture. Possibly there is 
more of history or of past or present notions of policy 
in its explanation than is there suggested, and at any 
rate I do not care to justify the rule. But it is intelli- • 
gible. A man who walks knows that he is moving over 
the surface of the earth, he knows that he is surrounded 
by private estates which he has no riglit to enter, and he 
knows that his motion, unless properly guided, will carry 
him into those estates. Tie is thus warned, and the burden 
of his conduct is thrown upon himself. 

But the act of walking docs not throw the peril of all 
possible consequences upon him. He may run a man 
down in the strebt, but he is not liable for that unless he 
does it negligently. Confused as the law is with cross- 
lights of tradition, and hard as we may find it to arrive at 
any perfectly satisfactory general theory, it docs distinguish 
in a pretty sensible way, according to the nature and degree 
of the different perils incident to a given situation. 

From the simple case of walking we may proceed to the 
more complex cases of dealings with tangible objects of 
pfToperty. It may be said that, generally speaking, a man 
ineddles ivith such things at his own risk. It does not 



154 


THE COMMON LAW. 


f 


matter how honestly he may believe that they belong to 
himself, or are free to the public, or that he has a license 
from the owner, or that the case is one in which the l^w 
has limited the rights of ownership; he takes the chance 
of how the fact may turn out, and if the fact is other¬ 
wise than as he supposes, he must answer for his con¬ 
duct. As has been already suggested, he knows that he 
is exercising more or less dominion over property, or that 
he is injuring it; he must make good his right if it is 
challenged. 

Whether tliis strict rule is based on the common 
grounds of liability, or upon some special consideration of 
past or present policy, policy has set some limits to it, as 
. was mentioned in the foregoing Lecture. 

Another case of conduct which is at the risk of the 
party without further knowledge than it necessarily im¬ 
ports, is the keeping of a tiger or bear, or other animal of 
a species commonly known to be ferocious. If such an 
animal escapes and docs damage, the owner is liable 
simply on proof that he kept it. In this instance the 
comparative remoteness of the moment of choice in the 
line of causation from the effect complained of, will be par¬ 
ticularly noticed. Ordinary cases of liability arise out of 
a choice which was the proximate cause of the harm upon 
which the action is founded. But here there is usually no 
question of negligence in guarding the beast. It is enough 
in most, if not in all cases, that the owner has chosen 
to keep it. Experience has shown that tigers and bears 
are alert to find means of escape, and that, if they escape, 
they are very certain to do harm of a serious nature* The 
possibility of a great danger has the same effect as the 
probability of a less one, and the law throws the risk of 
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the venture on the person who introduces the peril into 
the community. 

This remoteness of the opportunity of choice goes far to 
show that this risk is thrown upon the owner for other 
reasons than the ordinary one of imprudent conduct. It 
has been suggested that the liability stood upon remote 
inadvertence.* But the law docs not forbid a man to keep 
a menagerie, or deem it iii any way blameworthy. It has 
applied nearly as strict a rule to dealings which arc even 
more clearly beneficial to the community than a show of 
wild beasts. 

This seems to be one of those cases where the ground of 
liability is to bp sought in policy coupled with tradition, 
rather than in any form of blameworthiness, or the exist¬ 
ence of such a chance to avoid doing the hann as a man is 
usually allowed. But the fiict that remote inadvertence 
has been suggested for an exjdanation illustrates what has 
been said about the difficulty of deciding whether a given 
rule is founded on special grounds, or has been worked out 
within the sphere of negligence, when once a special rule 
has been laid down. 

It is further to be noticed that there is no question'*of 
the defendant’s knowledge of the nature of tigers, although 
without that knowledge he cannot be said to have intelli¬ 
gently chosen to subject the community to danger. Here 
again even in the domain of knowledge the law applies its 
principle of averages. The fact that tigers and bears are 
dangerous is so gcnerjilly known, that a man who keeps 
them is presumed to know their peculiarities. In other 
words, he does actually know thiit he has an animal with 
certain teeth, claws, and so forth, and he must finfl out the 

* (hfd V. Cflwe, 5 C. B. 622, 634. Cf. Austin (3d ed.), 613. 
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rest of what an average member bf the community would 
know, at his peril. 

What is true as to damages in general done by ferocious 
wild beasts is true as to a particular class of damages done 
by domestic cattle, namely, trespasses upon another’s land. 
This has been dealt with in former Lectures, and it is 
therefore needless to do more than to recall it here, and to 
call attention to the distinction based on experience and 
policy between damage wliicli is and that which is not of 
a kind to be expected. Cattle generally stray and damage 
cultivated land when they get upon it. They only excep¬ 
tionally hurt human beings. 

I need not recur to the possible historical connection of 
either of these last forms of liability with the noxm deditioj 
because, whether that origin is made out or not, the policy of 
the rule has been accepted as sound, and carried further in' 
England within the last few years by the doctrine that a man 
who brings upon his land and kcejis there anything likely 
to do mischief if it escape, must keep it in at his peril.^ 
The strictness of this principle will vary in different juris¬ 
dictions, as the balance varies between the advantages to 
the public and the dangers to individuals from the (jonduct 
in question. Danger of harm to others is not the only 
thing to be considered, as has been said already. The law 
allows sotnc harms to be intentionally inflicted, and a for^ 
tiori some risks to be intentionally run. In some Western 
States a man is not rerpiireU to keep his cattle fenced in. 
Some courts have refused to follow Eylands v. Fletcher,'^ 
On the other hand, the principle has been applied to artifi- 

^ RylaTtisv. Fldcher^ L. R. 3 H. L. 330; supra, p. 316. 

* J^arshall v. Wehoood, 38 N. J. (9 Vroom), 339 j 2 Thompson, 
Negligence, 1234, n. 3. 
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dial reservoirs of water, to cesspools, to accumulations of 
snow and ice upon a building by reason of the form of its 
roof, and to party walls. ^ 

In these cases, as in that of ferocious animals, it is no 
excuse that the defendant did not know, and could not 
liave found out, the weak point from which the dangerous 
object escaped. The period of choice was further back, 
and, although he was not to blame, he was bound at his 
peril to know that the object was a continual threat to his 
neighbors, and tliat is enougii to throw the risk of the 
business on him. 

I now j)ass to cases one degree more complex than those 
thus far considered. In tliese there must be another con¬ 
comitant circumstance known to the jxirty in addition to 
those of whicli the knowledge is necessarily or practically 
proved by his conduct. The cases which naturally suggest 
tliemselvcs again concern animals. Experience as inter¬ 
preted by the English law has shown that dogs, rams, and 
bulls are in general of a tame and mild nature, and that, if 
any one of them docs by chance exhibit a tendency to bite, 
butt, or gore, it is 411 exceptional phenomenon. Hence it 
is not the law that a man keeps dogs, ranis, bulls, and 
other like tame animals at his peril as to the personal 
damages which they may inflict, unless he kno’^s or has 
notice that the particular animal kept by him has the ab¬ 
normal tendency which they dy sometimes show. The law 
has, however, been brought a little nearer to actual experi¬ 
ence by statute in many jurisdictions. 

Now let us go one step farther still. A man keeps an 
unbroken and unruly horse, knowing it to be so. 4> That is 
uot enough to throw the risk of its behavior on him. ’’ The 
1 Ot/rham v. OtosSf 125 Mass. 232 ; mpra^ p. 117. 
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tendency of the known wildness is not dangerous generally, 
but only under particular circumstances. Add to keeping, 
the attempt to break the horse; still no danger to the pub¬ 
lic is disclosed. But if the place where the owner tries to 
break it is a crowded thoroughfare, the owner knows an 
additional circumstance which, according to common ex¬ 
perience, makes this conduct dangerous, and therefore 
must take the risk of what harm may be doiie.^ On the 
other hand, if a man who was a good rider bought a horse 
with no appearance of vice and mounted it to ride home, 
there would be no such aj)parent danger as to make him 
answerable if the horse became unndy and did damage.^ 
Experience has mcasui*cd the probabilities and draws the 
line between the two eases. 

Whatever may be the true explanation of the rule ap¬ 
plied to keeping tigers, or the principle of Bylands v. 
Fletcher, in tlie last eases we have entered the sphere of 
negligence, and, if w c take a case lying somcwdicre between 
the two just stated, and add somewhat to the complexity 
of the circumstances, wt shall find that both conduct and 
standard would pro})ably be left without nmeh discrimina¬ 
tion to the Jury, on the broad issue w'hether the defendant 
had acted as a prudent man would have done under the 
circumstances. 

As to wrongs called malicious or intentional it is not ne¬ 
cessary to mention the differpnt classes a second time, and 
to find them a place in this series. As has been seen, they 
vary in the number of cinnimstances which must be known. 
Slander is conduct wdiich is very generally at the risk of , 

* V. Akstrec, 1 Vent. 295; 8. c., 3 Keb. 650 ; 2 Lev. 172; 
supra, p. 94. 

* Hammock v. White, 11 C. B. N. s, 688. 
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the speaker, because, as charges of tlie kind with which it 
deals are manifestly detrimental, the questions which prac¬ 
tically arise for the most part concern the defence of truth 
or privilege. Deceit requires more, but still simple facts. 
Statements do not threaten the harm in question unless 
they are made under such circumstances as to naturally 
lead to action, and arc made on insufficient grounds. 

It is not, however, without significance, that certain 
wrongs are described in language importing intent. The 
harm iu such casc.s is most frequently done intentionally, 
and, if intent to cause a certain harm is shown, there 
is no need to prove knowledge of facts which made it 
likely that harm would follow. IMoreover, it is often 
much easier to prove intent directly, than to prove the 
knowledge which would make it unnecessary. 

The cases in which a man is treated as the responsible 
cause of a given harm, on the one hand, extend beyond 
those in which his conduct was chosen in actual contem¬ 
plation of that result, and in which, therefore, he may be 
said to have chosen to cause that harm; and, on the other 
hand, they do not extend to all instances where the dam¬ 
ages would not have happened but for some remote elec¬ 
tion on his part. Generally speaking, the choice will be 
found to .have extended further than a simple act, and to 
have co-ordinated acts into conduct. Very commonly it 
will have extended further still, to some external conse¬ 
quence. But generally, also, it will be found to have 
stopped short of the consequence complained of. 

The question in each case is whether the actual choice, 
or, iu other words, the actually contemplated result, was 
near enough to the remoter result complained of to throw 
the peril of it upon the actor. 
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Many of the cases which have been put thus fair are oases 
where the proximate cause of the loss was intended to be 
produced by the defendant. But it will be seen that^the 
same result may be caused by a choice at different points. 
For instance, a man is sued for having caused his neighbor's 
house to bum down. The simplest case is, that he actu¬ 
ally intended to bum it down. If so, the length of the 
chain of physical causes intervening is of no importance, 
and has no bearing on the case. 

But the choice may have stopped one step farther back. 
The defendant may have intended to light a fire on his 
own land, and may not have intended to burn the house. 
Then the nature of the intervening and concomitant 
physical causes becomes of the highest importance. The 
question will be the degree of danger attending the ebn- 
templatcd (and therefore chosen) eflect of the defendant’s 
conduct under the circumstances known to him. If this 
was very plain and very great, as, for instance, if his con^ 
duct consisted in lighting stubble near a haystack close to 
the house, and if the manifest circumstances were that the 
house was of wood, the stubble very dry, and the wind 
in a dangerous quarter, the court would probably rule 
that he was liable. If the defendant lighted an ordinary 
fire in a fireplace in an adjoining house, having no knowl¬ 
edge that the fireplace was unsafely constructed, the court * 
would probably rule that he was not liable. Midway, com¬ 
plicated and doubtful cases would go to the jury. 

But the defendant may not even have intended to aet 
the fire, and his conduct and intent may have been simply 
to fire % gun, or, remoter still, to walk across a room, in 
doing which he involuntarily upset a bottle of acid. So 
that cases may go to the jury by reason of the romoteneas 
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of the choice in the series of events, as well as because of 
the complexity of the circumstances attending the act or 
conduct. The difference is, perhaps, rather dramatic than 
substantial. 

But the philosophical analysis of every wrong begins by 
determining what the defendant has actually chosen, that 
is to say, what his voluntary act or conduct has been, and 
what consequences he has actually eonteinplatcd as flowing 
from them, and then goes on to determine wliat dangers at¬ 
tended either the conduct under the known eircumstances, 
or its contemplated consequence under the contemplated 
circumstances. 

Take a case like the glancing of Sir Walter Tyrrel’s ar¬ 
row. If an expert marksman contemplated that the arrow 
would hit a certain person, cadit qmustlo. If he contem¬ 
plated that it would glance in the direction of another 
person, but contemplated no more than that, in order to 
judge of his liability we must go to the end of his fore¬ 
sight, and, assuming the foreseen event to happen, consider 
what the manifest danger was then. But if no such event 
was foreseen, the marksman must be j\idged by the cir¬ 
cumstances known to him at the time of shooting. 

The theory of torts may be summed up very simply. 
At the two extremes of the law are rules determined by 
policy without reference of any ^ kind to morality. Certain 
harms a man may inflict even wickedly; for certain others 
he must answer, although his conduct has been prudent 
and beneflcial to the community. 

But in the main the law started from those intentional 
wrongs which are the simjdest and most pronounced cases, 
as well as the nearest to*the feeling of revenge which leads 
to adf-redresB. It thus naturally adopted tire vocabulary, 
. u 
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and in some degree the tests, of morals. But as the law 
has grown, even when its standards have continued to 
model themselves upon those of morality, they have ne-ccs- 
sarily become external, because they have considered, not 
the actual condition of the particular defendant, but 
whether his conduct would have been wrong in the feir 
aveiuge member of the community, whom he is expected 
to equal at his peril. 

In general, this question will be determined by consider¬ 
ing the degree of danger attending the act or conduct 
under the known circumstances. If there is danger that 
harm to another will follow, the act is generally wrong 
in the sense of the law. 

But in some cases the defendant’s conduct may not have 
been morally wrong, and yet he may have chosen to jnfliet 
the harm, us where he has acted in fear of his life. In 
such cases he will be liable, or not, according as the law 
makes moral blameworthiness, within the limits explained 
above, the ground of liability, or deems it sufficient if the 
defendant has had reasonable warning of danger before 
acting. This distinction, however, is generally unimpor¬ 
tant, and the known tendency of the act under the known 
circumstances to do harm may be accepted as the general 
test of conduct. 

The tendency of a given act to cause harm under given 
circumstances must be determined by experience. And 
experience either at first hand or through the voice of the 
jury is continually working out concrete rules, which in form 
are still more external and still more remote from a refer¬ 
ence to Jhe moral condition of the defendant, than even the 
test of the prudent man wliich makes the first stage of the 
division between law and morals. It does this in the do- 
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main of wrongs described as intentional, as systematicaliy 
as in those styled unintentional or negligent. 

5 ut while the law is thus continually adding to its spe¬ 
cific rules, it does not adopt the coarse and impolitic prin¬ 
ciple that a man acts always at his peril. On the contrary, 
its concrete rules, as well as the general questions addressed 
to the jury, show that the defendant must have had at 
least a fair chance of avoiding the iiillietiou of harm before 
he becomes answerable for such a conseciuence of his con¬ 
duct. And it is certainly arguable that even a fair chance 
to avoid bringing harm to j)ass is not sufficient to throw 
upon a person the i)eril of his conduet, unless, judged by 


average standards, he is also to blame for what he does. 



LECTURE V. 


THE BAILEE AT COMMON LAW. 

So far the discusBion has been confined to the general 
principles of liability, and to the mode of ascertaining the 
point at which a man begins to act at his own peril. But 
it docs not matter to a man whether he acts at liis own 
peril or not, unless harm comes of it, and there must 
always be some one witliin rcacli of the consequences of 
the act before any harm can be done. Furthermore, and 
more to the point, there are certain forms of harm which 
arc not likely to be suffered, and which can never be com¬ 
plained of by any one except a person who stands in a 
particular relation to the actor or to some other person or 
thing. Thus it is neither a harm nor a wrong to take fish 
from a pond unless the pond is possessed or owned by 
some one, and then only to the possessor or owner. It is 
neither a harm nor a wrong to abstain from delivering a 
bale of wool at a certain time and place, unless a binding 
promise has been made so to deliver it, and then it is a 
wrong only to the promisee. 

The next thing to be done is to analyze those special re¬ 
lations out of which special rights and duties arise. The 
chief of them — and I mean by the word relations ” re¬ 
lations of fact simply — arc possession and contract, and I 
shall tafcc up those subjects successively. 

The test of the theory of possession which prevails in 
any system of law is to be found in its mode of deaUng 
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with x)eroon 8 who have a thing within their power, but 
who do not own it, or assert the position of an owner for 
theijiselves with regard to it,—bailees, in a word. It is 
necessary, therefore, as a preliminary to understanding the 
common-law theoiy of possession, to study the common 
law with regard to bailees. 

The state of things which prevailed on the border 
between England and Scotland wdthin recent times, and 
which is brought back in the flesh by the ballad of the 
Fray o’ Suport, is very like that which in an earlier century 
left its skeleton in the folk-laws of Germany and England. 
Cattle were the principal property knowm, and cattle-steal¬ 
ing the principal form of wrongful taking of property. Of 
law there was very little, and what there w^as depended 
almost wholly upon the party himself to enforce. The 
Balic Law of the fifth century and the Anglo-Saxon laws 
of Alfred arc very full in their directions about following 
the trail. If the cattle were come up with before three 
days were gone, the pursuer had tlic right to take and 
keep them, subject only to sw^caring that he lost them 
against his will. If more than three days went by before 
the cattle were found, tlic defendant might swear, if he 
could, to facts which w^ouhl disprove the claimant’s loss. 

This procedure was in truth a legal procedure; but it de¬ 
pended for its beginning and for its execution on the party 
making the claim. From its ‘^executive” nature, it could 
hfirdly h^ive been started by any other than the pei'son on 
the spot, in whose keeping the cattle were. The oath 
was to the effect that the party hud lost j)osscssion against 
his will. But if all that a man had to swear was that he 
had lost possession against his will, it is a natural con¬ 
clusion that the right to take the oath and make use of 
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the procedure depended on possession, and not on owner¬ 
ship. Possession was not merely sufficient, but it was 
essential. Only he who was in possession could say ^hat 
he had lost the property against his will, just as only he 
who was on the spot could follow the cattle.^ 

This, so far as known, was the one means afforded by 
the early law of our race for the recovery of property 
lost against one’s will. So that, in a word, this procedure, 
modelled on the self-redress natural to the case which gave 
rise to it, was the only remedy, was confined to the man 
in possession, and was not open to the owner unless he 
was that man. 

To this primitive condition of society has been traced a 
rule which maintained itself to later tiines and a more 
civilized procc«lurc, tliat, if chattels were intrusted by their 
owner to another person, the bailee, and not the bailor, 
was the proper party to sue for their wrongful appropria¬ 
tion by a third. It followed that if the bailee, or person 

1 Laband, Vermbgeiisrecbtliclien Klagen, § 16, pp. 108 et seq.; Heusler, 
Gewere, 487, 492. These authors eonect tlic earlier opinion of Bruns, R. 
d. Besitzes, § 37, pp. 313 cl seq., adopted by Sohm in his Proc. d. Lex 
Sahea, § 9. ("!f. the disoussion of s^ia in writs of trespass, &c, in the Eng¬ 

lish law, at the end of Lecture VI. Those who wish short accounts in 
English may consult North Amor. Rev., CX. 210, and see Id., CXVIII. 
416 ; Essays in Anglo-Saxon Law, pp. 212 cf scq. Our knowledge as to the 
primitive form of action is somowliat meagre and dependent ou inference. 
Some of the earliest texts are Ed. Liutpr. 131 ; Lex Baiw., XV. 4; L. 
Frision. Add. X. ; L. Visig., V. 5. 1 ; L. Burg., XLTX. 1, 2. The edict of 
Liutprand, dealing with housebreaking followed by theft of property left 
in charge of the householder, lays down that the owner shall look to the 
bailee alone, and the bailee shall hold the thief both for the housebreaking 
and for the stolen goods. Because, as it say-s, we cannot raise two claims 
out of one causa; somewhat as our law was 'unable to divide the severing 
a thing fr^ the realty, ;ind the conversion of it, into two different wrongs. 
Compare, further, Jones, Bailm. 112 ; Exodns xxii. 10-12 ; LL. Alfred, 28 ; 
1 Thorpe, Anc. L., p. 61 ; Gaii lust., 111. §§ 202-207. 
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80 ixitrasted^ sold or gave the goods in his charge to an* 
other, the owner could only look to the bailee, and could 
not, sue the stranger; not from any principle in favor of 
trade, intended to protect those who bought in good faith 
from parties in possession, but because there was no form 
of action known which was open to him. .But as the 
remedies were all in the bailee’s hands, it also followed 
that he was bound to hold his bailor harmless. If the 
goods were lost, it was no excuse that they were stolen 
without his fault. He alone could recover the lost prop¬ 
erty, and therefore he was bound to do so. 

In the course of time this reason ceased to exist. An 
owner out of possession could sue the wrongful taker of 
his property, as well as one who had i)ossession. But the 
strict liability of the bailee remained, as such rules do 
remain in the law, long after the causes which gave rise to 
it had disappeared, and at length wo find cause and effect 
inverted. We read in Beaumanoir (a. d. 1283) that, if a 
hired thing is stolen, the suit belongs to the bailee, because 
he is answerable to the person from whom he hired.^ At 
first the bailee was answerable to the owner, because he 
was the only person who could sue. Now it was said he 
could sue because he was answerable to the owner. 


All the above peculiarities reappear in the Anglo-Nor¬ 
man law, and from that day to this all kinds of bailees 
have been treated as having j)ossession in a legal sense, as 
I shall presently show. 

It is desirable to prove the native origin of our law of 
bailment, in order that, when theory comes to l>e con¬ 


sidered, modern German opinion may not be valued at 
more than its true worth. Tlic only existing theories on 


1 XXXJ. 16 . 
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the subject come from Germany. The Gernuni^ philoso^ 
phers who have written upon law have known no other 
system than the Roman, and the German lawyers who 
have philosophized have been professors of Roman law. 
Some rules which we think clear are against what iJie 
German civilians would regard as first principles. To test 
the value of those principles, or at least to prevent the 
hasty assumption that they are universal, toward which 
there is a slight tendency among English writers, it is well 
to realize that we are dealing with a new system, of which 
philosophy has not yet taken account. 

In the first place, we find an action to recover stolen 
property, which, like the Salic procedure, was based on 
possession, not on title. Bracton says that one may sue 
for his chattel as stolen, by the testimony of good men, 
and that it does not matter whether the thing thus taken 
was his own property, or another’s, provided it was in his 
custody.* 

The point of especial importance, it will be remembered, 
was the oath. The oath of the probi homines would seem 
from the letter of Bracton to have been that the thing was 
lost {adirata), and this we are expressly told was the fact 
in a report of the year 1294. “Note that where a man’s 
chattel is lost (ou la chosse de un home est endire), he 
may count that he [the finder] tortiously detains it, &c., 
and tortiously for this that whereas he lost the said thing 
on such a day, &c., he [thedoser] came on such a day, &c. 

1 ” Potent eiiim rem suam y»etere [civiliter] ut adiratam i»er testi- 
haoiiium proboram horniTnim, et sic consequi rem snain cpininvis furatam. 

. . , Et non refert iitrum res quse ita subtracta fiiit extiterit llliiw appel- 
lantis proprit vel alterius, dum tamen de custodia sua.” Bract., Ibl. 160 6, 
151 ; Britton (Nicb. ed.), 1.' .59, 60 [23 6], De Lafeyiia; cf. ib. 67 (26 b]; 
Fleta, foL 64, L. 1. c. 38, § 1. 
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Oft vjTit yl e eti jour), and found it in the house of such an 
one, and told him, &c., and prayed him to restore the 
thit|g, but that he would not restore it, &c., to his damage, 
&c.; and if he, &c. In this case, the demandant must 
prore (his own hand the twelfth) that he lost the thing” ^ 

Assuming that as the first step we find a procedure kin¬ 
dred to that of the early German folk-laws, the more im¬ 
portant question is whether we find any principles similar 
to those which have just been explained. One of these, it 
will be remembered, concerned wrongful transfer by the 
bailee. We find it laid down in the Year Books that, if I 
deliver goods to a bailee to keep for me, and he sells or 
gives them to a stranger, the property is vested in the 
stranger by the gift, and I cannot maintain trespiiss against 
him ; but that I have a good remedy against the bailee by 
writ of detinue (for his failure to return the goods).^ These 
cases have been understood, and it would seem on the 
whole rightly, not merely to deny trespass to the bailor, 
but any action whatever. Modem writers have added, 
however, the characteristically modern qualification, that 
the purchase must be bona fide, and without notice.® It 
may be answered, that the proposition extends to gifts as 
well as to sales by the bailee, that there is no such condi¬ 
tion in the old books, and that it is contrary to the spirit of 
the strict doctrines of the common law to road it in. No 
lawyer needs to be told that, even so qualified, this is no 

* Y. B. 21 & 22 Ed. I. 466-468, noticed iu North Ainer. Rev., CXVIII. 

421, n. (So Britton [26 b], “ Si il juise averreer la perte.”) This is not 
trover. The declaration in detinue per invent ion^m was called '‘un new¬ 
found Haliday'* in Y. B. 83 Hen. VI. 26, 27; cf. 7 Hen. VI. 22, pL 8; 
Imi'Je r. Clarbe, 1 Bolle, R. 126, 128. • 

2 Y. B. 2 Ed. IV. 4, 5, pL 9; 21 Hen. VTI. 39, pi. 49; Bro. TrespoM, 
pi. 216, 296. 

* 2 Wjnn. .Saund. 47, n. 1. See above, p. 167. 


'ff 
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longer the law.* The doctrine of the Year Books must be 
regarded as a survival from the primitive times when we 
have seen the same rule in force, unless we are prepared, to 
believe that in the fifteenth century they had a nicer feeling 
for the rights of hoiia fide purchasers than at present. 

The next point in logical order would be the degree of 
responsibility to which the bailee was held as towards his 
bailor who intrusted him. But for convenience I will con¬ 
sider first the explanation which was given of the bailee’s 
right of action against third persons wrongfully taking 
the goods from his possession. The inverted explanation 
of Beaumanoir will bo remembered, that the bailee could 
sue because he was answerable over, in place of the origi¬ 
nal rule, that he was answerable over so strictly because 
only he could sue. We find the same reasoning often re¬ 
peated in the Year Books, and, indeed, from that day to 
this it has always been one of the commonplaces of the 
law. Thus Hankford, then a judge of the Common Bench, 
says {circa a. d. 1410),2 “ If a stranger takes beasts in my 
custody, 1 shall have a writ of trespass against him, and 
shall recover the value of the beasts, becan.sc I am charge¬ 
able for the beasts to my bailor, who has the property.” 
There are cases in which this rctisoning was pushed to the 
conclusion, that if, by the terms of the trust, the bailee was 
not answerable for the goods if stolen, he would not have 
an action against the thief.^ Tlie same explanation is re¬ 
peated to this day. Thus we read in a well-known text- 

^ Notes to Saunders, Wilhraham v. Snmv^ note Qi). 

® Y. B. 11 Hen. IV. 23, 24. Sec, further, Y. B. 8 Ed. IV. 6, pi 5 ; 
9 Ed. IV. 34, pi 9; 3 Hen. VII 4, pi 16; 20 Hen. VII. 1, pi 1; 21 
Hen. VII. 14?>, pi 23 ; 13 Co. Kcp. 69; 1 Hull Air. 4 (I), pi 1; F. N. 
B. 86, n. a; suprOy p. J67. 

* Fitz. Abr. BarrCy pi 130; Y. B. 9 Ed. IV. 34, pi 9; 12 Am. Xaw 
R ev. 694. 
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book^ ^^For the bailee being responsible to the bailor, if 
the goods be lost or damaged by negligence, or if he do 
not deliver them up on lawful demand, it is therefore rea- 
sonable that he should have a right of action,” &c.^ In 
general, nowadays, a borrower or hirer of j)roperty is not 
answerable if it is taken from him against his will, and if 
the reason offered were a true one, it would follow that, as 
he was not answerable over, he could not sue the wrong¬ 
doer. It would only be necessary for the wrong-doer to 
commit a wrong so gross as to free the bailee from respon¬ 
sibility, in order to dej>rive him of his right of action. The 
truth is, that any person in ])ossc,ssion, whether intrusted 
and answerable over or not, a finder of property as well as 
a bailee, can sue any one except the tnie owner for inter¬ 
fering with his possession, as will he shown more particu¬ 
larly at the end of the next Lecture. 

The bailor also obtained a right of actmn against the 
wrong-doer at a pretty early date. It is laid down by 
counsel in 48 Edwjird 111.,'^ in an fiction of trespass by an 
agister of cattle, that, ‘‘ in this ease, he who has the prop¬ 
erty may have a WTit of tresiffiss, and he wdio has the cus¬ 
tody another writ of trespass, Persay: Sir, it is true. But 

1 2 Steph. Coram. (6th fd.), Hli, cited ])i( ey, Partic.s, 353 ; 2 Bl. Coram. 
453 ; 2 Kent, 585. As the bailee roeovci-ed the wliole value of the {ijoods, 
the old reason, that he was aiisweniLle ovei-, has in .some cases heeoine a 
new rule, (seemingly based on a ini.sundcrslaiiding,) that the bailee is a 
trustee for the bailor as to the excess over his own damage. Of. Li/lc v. 
JbarkeTf 6 Binu. 457, 400 ; 7 Cowen, OSl, n. ; White v. Wetiib, 15 Conn. 
802, 305 ; in the order cited. (Thence the new rule ha.s been extended to 
insurance recovered by a bailee. 1 Hall, N. Y. 84, 91 ; 3 Kent’s Comm. 
(12tli ed.), 371, 370, n. 1 (fr).) In this torin it ceases to be a reason for 
allowing the action. 

® Y. B. 48 Ed. III. 20, pi. 8 ; Dm. Ttr^mss, pi. 67. Cf. 1 Britton 
(Nich. ed.), 67 [26 ; Y. B. 6 Hen. VII. 12, pi. 9 j 12 Ed. IV. 13, pL 9 ; 

12 Am. Law Hev. 694. 
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he who recovers first shall oust the other of the action, and 
80 it shall Ixi ill many cases, as if tenant by elegit is ousted, 
each shall have the assize, and, if the one recover first, t}>e 
writ of the other is abated, and so here.” 

It would seem from other books that this was spoken 
of bailments generally, and was not limited to those which 
arc terminable at the pleasure of the bailor. Thus in 22 
Edward IV., counsel say, If I bail to you my goods, and 
another takes them out of your possession, I shall have 
good action of trespass quare vi et armi'i” ^ And this 
seems to have been Rollc’s understanding in the passage 
usually relied on by modern courts.^ 

It was to be expected that some action should be given 
to the bailor as soon as the law had got machinery wliich 
could be worked without help from the fresh pursuit and 
armed hands of the possessor and his friends. To allow the 
bailor to sue, and to give him trespass, wxre pretty nearly 
the same thing before the action on the case was heard 
of. Many early writs will be found whicli show that tres¬ 
pass had not always the clear outline which it developed 
later. The point which seems to be insisted on in the 
Year Books is, as Brooke sums it up in the margin of his 
Abridgment, that two shall have an action for a single 
act, — not that both shall have trespass rather than case.® 
It should be added that the Year Books quoted do not go 
beyond the case of a wrongful taking out of the custody 
of the bailee, the old case of the folk-laws.^ Even thus 

1 Y. B. 22 Ed. IV. 5, pi. 16. 

* 2 Rolle, Abr. 569, IW/tpass, 5. Cf. Y. B. 20 Hen. VII. 5. pT. 15 j 

21 Hen. VII. 39, pi. 49; Clayton, 135, pi. 243 ; 2 Wins, Saund, 47 « 
(3d <sd.). ^ 

® Bro. Trespass^ pi, 67 in marg. ; cf. Ed. Liutpr. 13li cited mpra^ 
p. 166, n. 

* In one instance, where, against the opinion of Brian, the baBof ivas 
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limited; the right to maintain trespass is now denied where 
the bailee has the exclusive right to the goods by lease or 
liep ; ^ although the doctrine has been repeated with ref¬ 
erence to bailments tenninable at the pleasure of the 
bailor,* But the modified rule docs not concern the pres¬ 
ent discussion, any more than the earlier form, because it 
still leaves open the possessory remedies to all bailees 
without exception. This a[)j>cars from the relation of the 
modified rule to the ancient law; from the fact that Baron 
Parke, in the just cited case of Manders v. WiliktTnSf hints 
that he would have been prepared to apply the old rule to 
its full extent but fur Gordon v. HarpeVy and still more 
obviously from the fact, that the bailee’s right; to trespass 
and trover is asserted in the same breath with that of the 
bailor, as well as proved by express decisions to be cited. 

It is true that in Lotan v. Crons, ^ Lord Ellenborough 
ruled at nisi prius that a lender could maintain trespass 
for damage done to a chattel in the hands of a borrower, 
and that the case is often cited as authority without re¬ 
mark. Indeed, it is sometimes laid dowm generally, in 
reputable text-books, that a gratuitous bailment does not 
change the possession, but leaves it in the bailor; * that 
a gratuitous bailee is quasi a servant of the bailor, and the 
possession of one is the possession of the other ; and that 
it is for this - reason that, althought the bailee may sue on 

allowed to sue for claraa^re to the ( liattel by a straopjer, the action seems to 
liAve been case. Y. li. 12 EJ. IV. 13, pi. 9 ; of. the margin of the report. 

1 Gordon v. Harper, 7 T. R. 9 ; Lord v. Price, L. R. 9 Ex. 54; Mug' 
gridge r. EveUOi, 9 Mot. 233. Cf. Clayton, 136, pi. 243. 

* Hicolls V. BciHlord, 2 C M. & R. 659, 660 ; Mnnders v. WUldams, 

4 Exeb. 339, 343, 344 ; Morgan v, ide, 8 Cush. 420; Strong v. Adams, 30 
Vt. 221, 223 ; Little v. Fonsett, 34 Me. 545. • 

* 2 Camp. 464 ; cf. Mcars v. London <£• South' Western Eailwoug Co., 
11 C. B. N. s. 849, 854, 

* Addison, Torts (4th ed.), 364. 
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his possession, the bailor has the same actions.^ A part of 
this confusion has already been explained, and the rest 
will be when I come to speak of servants, between whom 
and all bailees there is a broad and well-known distinction. 
But on whatever ground Lotan v. Cross may stand, if on 
any, it cannot for a moment be admitted that borrowers in 
general have not trespass and trover. A gratuitous de¬ 
posit for tlie sole benetit of t^ie depositor is a much stronger 
case for the denial of these remedies to tlie depositary; yet 
we have a decision by tlie full court, in which Lord Ellen- 
borough also took pai‘t, that a depositary has case, the 
reasoning implying that a fortiori a borrower would have 
trespass. And this lias always been the law.** It has been 
seen that a similar doctrine necessarily resulted from the 
nature of the early German })rocedure ; and the cases cited 
in the note show that, in this as ip other respects, the 
English followed the traditions of their race. 

The meaning of the ndc that all bailees have the posses¬ 
sory remedies is, that in the theory of the common law 
every bailee has a true possession, and that a bailee recovers 
on the strength of his possession, just as a finder does, and 
as even a wrongful possessor may have full damages or a 
return of the specific thing from a stranger to the title. 
On the other hand, so far as the possessory actions are 
still allowed to bailors, it is not on the ground that they 
also have possession, but is probably by a survival, which 

1 Wms. Pers. Prop., 26 (5th <3<1.), 27 (7tli ed.). « 

a Itooih V. mismi, 1 B. k Aid. 59 ; Y. B. 48 Ed. HI. 20, pi. 8; H 
Hen. IV. 17, pi. 39 ; 11 llf-n. IV. 23, 24, pi. 46 (Tro. “ou d'apprompte’r”); 
21 Hen. VII. 14 h, pi. 23 ; Clo(ll>olt, 173, pi. 239 ; Sutton v. 2 Taunt. 
802, 309 ; Lurton v. JIiKfhfUy 2 173 ; Nicolls v. JiaMard, 2 C. M. & B. 

6S9, 660 ; Manders y. IFilliamSt 4 Kxeh. 339, 343, 344 ; 2 Wnifl. Sautid., 
note to Wilbraham v. Siww ; 2 Xvent, 685, 568, 674 ; Moran v. PofiUmd 
8. P. Co.i 35 Me. 65. See, fiirllier. Lecture VI. ad fin. 
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has been explained^ and which in the modem form of the 
mle is an anomaly.^ Tlie reason usually given is. that a 
right of immediate possession is sufficient, — a reason which 
excludes the notion that the bailor is actually possessed. 

The point which is essential to understanding the eom- 
mon-law theory of possession is now established: that all 
bailees from time immemorial have been regarded by the 
English law as possessors, and entitled to the possessory 
remedies. It is not strictly necessary to go on and com¬ 
plete the proof that our law of bailment is of pure Gemian 
descent. But, apart from curiosity, the doctrine remaining 
to be discussed has had such important influence upon the 
law of the present day, tliat I shall follow it out with some 
care. That doctrine was the absolute responsibility of the 
bailee to the bailor, if the goods were wrongfully taken 
from him.^ 

The eaily text-writers are not as instructive as might be 
hoped, owing to the influence of the Roman law. Glan- 
vill, however, says in tenns that, if a borrowed thing be 
destroyed or lost in any way while in the borrower’s cus¬ 
tody, he is absolutely bound to return a reasonable price.^ 
So does Bracton, who partially repeats but modifies the 
langu^ige of Justinian as to comrnodatum^ depositum, and 
pignm ; ^ and as to the duty of the hirer to use the care 
of a diligentisskiius paterfamilias,^ 

^ Cf. Lord V- iVicc, L. R. 9 Ex. 54, 56, supra^ p. 172. 

® Supray p. 167- * Lib. X. c. 13; cf. ib., c. 8. 

* “Is qui rem co{nmodatam accepit, ad ipsain restituendam tenetnr, vel 
ejus precium, si forte incendio, ruina, naufragio, aui latroiium, vel hostium 
incursu, consiuapta fuerit vel depordita, substracta, vel ablata.” Fol, 
99 a, 6. This has been thought a corrupt text (Guterbock, Bracton, by 
Coxe, p. 175 ; 2 Twiss, Bract. Int. xxviii.), but agrees viith Glanvill, 
mpray and with Fleta, L. II, c. 56, § 5. 

• Bract., fol. 62 6, c. 28, § 2; Fleta, L. II. c. 69, § 4, fol. 128. Ct 
JuHt. Inst. 3. 24, § 6 ; ib. 15, g 2. 
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The language and decisions of the courts are perfectly 
clear; and there we find the Gennan tradition kept alive 
for several centuries. I begin witli the time of Edward 
11., about 1315. In detinue the plea was that the 
plaintiff delivered the defendant a chest locked with his 
key, that the chattels were in the chest, and that they 
were taken from the defendant together with his own goods 
by robbery. The replication was that the goods were de¬ 
livered to the defendant out of enclosure, and Fitzherbert 
says the party was driven to that issue; ^ which implies 
that, if not in the chest, but in the defendant’s custody, he 
was liable. Lord Holt, in Coggs v. Bernard^ denies that 
the chest would make any difference; but the old books 
agree that there is no delivery if tlie goods are under lock 
and key ; and this is the origin of the distinction as to car¬ 
riers breaking bulk in modern criminal law.® In the reign 
of Edward IIthe case of a pledge came up, which 
seems always to have been regarded as a special bailment 
to keep as one’s own goods. The defence was, that the 
goods were stolen with the defendant’s own. The plaintiff 
was driven to reply a tender before the theft, which would 
have put an end to the pledge, and left the defendant a 
general bailee.® Issue was taken thereon, which coniimis 
the other cases, by implying that in that event the defend¬ 
ant would be liable. 

Next I take a case of the time of Henry VL, a. d, 1456.® 

1 Y. B. 8 Ed. Tl. 275 ; Fitz. Detinue, pi. 59. » 2 Ld. Kaym. 909. 

* y. B. 13 Ed. TV. 9, pi, 5. See Lecture VI. 

* 29 Ass. 163, pi. 28. 

* Cf. Ratcliff y. Davis, Yelv. 178 ; Cro. Jac, 244; Noy, 137; 1 iSalatr. 29. 

® Y. B. Hen. Vi, 1, pi. 3. This case is cited and largely relied 

in Woodlife's Cass, infra; Souiheot v, Bennett, infra; Puikisrmg v. Raf^‘ 
ley. Style, 182 (24 Car. 1., covenant on a charter-party) j aad Morm V* 
Sltie, imfra : in short, in all the leading cases on hailxnent. 



BAILMENT. 


m 


This was an action of debt against the Marshal of the 
Marshalsea, or jailer of the King’s Bench prison, for an 
escape of a prisoner. Jailers in charge of prisoners were 
governed by thje same law as bailees in charge of cattle. 
The body of the prisoner was delivered to the jailer to 
keep under the same liabilities that cows or goods miglit 
have been.^ He set up in defence that enemies of the king 
broke into the prison and carried off tlie prisoner, against 
the will of the defendant. The question was whether this 
was a good defence. The court said that, if alien enemies 
of the king, for instance the French, released the prisoner, 
or perhaps if the burning of the prison gave him a chance 
to escape, the excuse would be gotid, “ because then [the 
defendant] has remedy against no one.” But if subjects of 
the king broke the prison, the defendant would be liable, for 
they are not enemies, but traitors, and then, it is implied, 
the dcfen<lant would have a right of action against them, 
and therefore wouhl himself be answerable. In this case 
the court got very near to the original ground of liability, 
and distinguished accordingly. The person intrusted was 
liable in those cases where he had a remedy over against 
the wrong-doer (and in which, originally, he was the only 
person who had such a remedy); and, on the other han<l, 
lus liability, being founded on that circumstance, ceased 
where the remedy ceased. The jailer could not sue the 
soldiers of an invading army of Frcttcliracn ; but in theory 
he could sue any British subject who carried off the pris¬ 
oner, however little it was likely that he would get much 
satisfaction in that way. 

A few years later the law is stated the same way by the 
famous Littleton. He says that, if goods are dllivcred to 

^ Cf. Abbreviatio Placitorum, p. 348, col. 2, rot. 87, 17 EtL II. 

12 
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a man, he shall have an action of trespass if thej are car* 
ried off, for lie is chargeable over.^ That is, he is bound to 
make the loss good to the party who intrusted him. 

In 9 Edward IV.,® Dan by says if a bailee received goods 
to keep as his proper goods, then robbery shall excuse him> 
otherwise not. Again, in a later case,® robbery is said not 
to be an excuse. There may have been some hesitation 
as to robbery when the robber was unknown, and so tbo 
bailee had no remedy over,* or even as to robbeiy gfener* 
ally, on the ground that by reason of the felony the bailee 
could not go against either the robber’s body or his estate; 
for the one was lianged and the other forfeited.® But 
there is not a shadow of doubt that the bailee was not 
exctised by an ordinary wTongful taking. If the goods 
are taken by a trespasser, of whom tlie bailee has conu¬ 
sance, he shall be chargeable to his bailor, and shall have 
his action over against his trespasser,”® The same point 
was touched in other passages of the Year Books,^ and 
the rule of law is clearly implied by the reason which was 
given for the bailee’s right to sue in the cases cited above. 

The principle was directly decided in accordance with 
the ancient law in the famous case of Southed v. Bennet.^ 
This was detinue of goods delivered to the defendant to 

1 Y. B. 9 Ed. IV. 34, pi. 9 ; 2 Ed. IV. 15, pi. 7. It is proper to add, 
that in the latter case Littleton does not seem to distinguish between 
servants and bailees. 

» Y; B. 9 Ed. IV. 40, pi. 22. So Brian, in 20 Ed. IV. 11, pi. 10, adji^ 

• Y, B. 10 Hen. VII. 25, 26, pi. 3. 

, * Cf, L. Baiw., XV. 5 ; Y. B. 33 Hen. VI. 1, pi. 3. 

* Y. B. 6 Hen. VII. 12, pi. 9 ; Bro. Detinue^ pL 37 ; 10 Hen. VL 
pi. 69. 

« Y. B. ^en. VII. 4, pi. 16. Cf. 10 Hen. VI. 21, pi, 69. 

» y. B. 11 Hen. IV. 23, 24 ; 6 Hen. VII. 12. pi. 9. 

. B Cro, Eliz. 815; 4 Co. liep. 83 h ; Co. Lit. 89; 2 Bl. Comm. . 
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keep safely. The defendant confessed the delivery, and set 
np that he was robbed of the goods by J. S. “ And, after 
argument at the bar, Gawdy and Clench, ceteruahsentihus, 
held that the plaintiff ought to recover, became it was not a 
special bailment; that tlwj defendant accepted them to keep 
as his proper goods, and not otherwise ; but it is a delivery^ 
which chargeth him to keep them at his peril And it is 
not any plea in a detinue to say that he was robbed by one 
stteh ; for he hath his remedy over by trespass, or appeal, 
to have them again.’' The above from Croke’s report im¬ 
plies, what Lord Coke expressly says, that “to be kept, 
and to be kept safe, is all one,” and both reports agree that 
the obligation was founded on the delivery alone. Croke’s 
report confirms the caution which Lord Coke adds to his 
report: “ Note, reader, it is good policy for him who takes 
any goods to keep, to take them in special manner, scil. to 
keep them as he keeps his own goods, . . . <»r if they 
happen to be stolen or purloined, that he shall not be an¬ 
swerable for them; for he who accepted them ought to 
take them in such or the like manner, or otherwise he may 
be charged by his general acceptance.” 

Down to this time, at least, it was clear law that, if a 
person accepted the possession of goods *td keep for another 
even as a favor, and lost them by wrongful taking, wholly 
without his fault, he was bound to make good the loss, 
unless when he took possession he expressly stipulated 
against such a responsibility. The attempts of Lord Holt in 
Cogga v. Bernard, and of Sir William Jones in his book 
on Bailments, to show that Southcot v. Bennct was not 
sustained by authority, were futile, as any one who will 
study the Year Books for himself may see. The same 
principle was laid down seven years before by Peiyam, 
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C. B., in Drake v. Boyman^ and 8outhcote*s Case was fol¬ 
lowed as a leading precedent without question for a huii' 
dred years. ,, 

Thus the circle of analogies between the English and the 
early German law is complete. There, is the same pro¬ 
cedure for lost property, turning on the single question 
whether the plaintiO* had lost possession against his will; 
the same principle that, if the person intrusted with the 
property parted with it to another, the owner could not 
recover it, but must get his indemnity from his bailee; 
the same inverted explanation, that the bailee could 
sue because he was answerable over, but the substance 
of the true doctrine in the rule that when he had no 
remedy he was not answerable; and, finally, the same 
absolute responsibility for loss, even when happening 
without fault on the part of the person intrusted. The 
last and most important of these prinbiplcs is seen in force 
as late as the reign of Queen Elizabeth. We have now to 
follow its later fortunes. 

A common carrier is liable for goods which are stolen 
from him, or otherwise lost from his charge except by the 
act of God or the public enemy. Two notions have been 
entertained with regard to the source of this rule: one, that 
it was borrowed from the Roman law; ^ the other, that it 
was introduced by custom, as an exception to the general 
law of bailment, in the reigns of Elizabeth and James 1.^ 

I shall try to show that both these notions are ,wrong, 
that this strict responsibility is a fragmenlary survival from 
the general law of bailment which I have just explained; 

* Savile*138,134. Cf. Bro. Accion stir le OasSt pi. 103 ; Dyer, 161 A, % 

• •NtxgesU v. Smitht 1 C. P. D. 19, Brett, J., at p, 28. 

6 Ifvgent v. Smith, 1 C. P. D. 423, Cockbum, C. J., at p. 428. 
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aad that the modifications which the old law has under¬ 
gone were due in part to a confusion of ideas which came 
in with the displacement of detinue by the action on the 
case, in part to Conceptions of public policy which were 
read into the precedents by Lord Holt, and in part to still 
later conceptions of policy which have been read into the 
reasonings of Lord Holt by later judges. 

SouthcotVs Case was decided in the forty-third year of 
Queen Elizabeth (a. d. 1601). I think the first mention 
of a carrier, pertinent to the question, occurs in Woodlifes 
CasBy^ decided four or five years earlier (38 or 39 Eliz., 
A. D. 1596 or 1597). It was an action of account for 
merchandise delivered to the defendant, it would seem as 
a factor (“ pur merchandizer ”), — clearly not as a carrier. 
Plea, robbery at sea with defendant’s own goods. * Gawdy, 
one of the Judges who decided Soufheote's Case, thought 
the plea bad; but Popham, 0. J. said that, though it would 
not be a good plea for a carrier because he is paid for his 
carriage, there was a difFerence in this respect between 
carriers and other servants and fiictors. 

This is repeated in Southcote's Case, and appears to im 
volve a double distinction, — first between paid and un¬ 
paid bailees, next between bailees and servants. If the 
defendant was a servant not having control over the goods, 
he might not fall within the law of bailment, and factors 
are treated on the footing of servants in the early law. 

The other diversity marked the entrance of the doc¬ 
trine of consideration into the law of bailment. Con- 
sideratlon originally meant quid pro quo, as will be ex- 
{»lained hereafter. It was thus dealt with in Dgetor and 
Student * when the principle was still young. Chief Jusk 

> Moore, 462; Owen, 57. * Pial. 2, ch. 38, a. d, 1530, 
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tice Popham prol^bly borrowed his distinction between 
paid and unpaid bailees from that work, where common 
carriers arc mentioned as an example of the former class. 
A little earlier, reward made no difference.^ 

But in Woodlife's Case, in reply to what the Chief Jus¬ 
tice had said, Gawdy cited the case of the Marshal of the 
King’s Bench,® stated above, whereupon Popham fell back 
on the old distinction that ‘the jailer had a remedy over 
against the rebels, bi\t that there was no remedy over in 
the case at bar. 

The other cases- relied on were some of those on general 
bailment collected above; the same authorities, in short, 
on which Southcotes Case was founded. The principle 
adopted was the same as in Southcote\s Case, subject only 
to the question whether the defendant fell within it. 
Nothing was said of any custom of the realm, or ever had 
been in any reported case before this time; and I believe 
this to be the first instance in which carriers are in any 
way distinguished from any other class of persons intrusted 
with goods. There is no hint of any special obligation 
peculiar to them in the old books; and it certainly is not 
true, that this case introduced one. It will be noticed, 
with reference to what follows, that Popham does not 
speak of common carriers, but of carriers. 

Next came Southcotds Case^ (43 £liz., a. ». 1601), 
which presented the old law pure and simple, irrespective 
of reward or any modem innovation, ^n Hiis and the 
earlier instances of loss by theft, the action was detintie, 
counting, we may presutne, simply on a delivery and 
wrongful detainer. 

* Keilway, 160, pL 2 (2 Hen. VIII.); cf. ib. 77 h (21 Han. VU.). 

* Y. B, 38 Hen. VI. 1, pi. 8. 

* 4 Co, B«p. 83 &/ Cro. Eliz. 815. 
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But about this time important* changes took place in 
the procedure usually adopted, which must be explained. 
If the chattel could be returned in specie, detinue af¬ 
forded no satisfaction for damage which it might have 
suffered through the bailee’s neglect.^ The natural remedy 
for such damage was the action on the case. But before 
this could be made entirely satisfactory, there were certain 
difficulties to be overcome. The neglect which occasioned 
the damage might be a mere omission, and what was there 
akin to trespass in a nonfeasance to sustain the analogy 
upon which trespass on the case was founded ? Moreover, 
to chaige a man for not acting, 3 ’^ou must show that it was 
his duty to act. As pleadings were formerly construed, it 
would not have been enough to allege that the plaintiff’s 
goods were damaged by the defendant’s negligence.* 
These troubles had been got over by the well-known 
words, super se assumpsit, which will be exj)lained Later, 
Assumpsit did not for a long time become an independent 

action of contract, and the allegation was simply the in- 
# 

ducement to an action of tort. The ground of liability was 
that the defendant had started upon the undertaking, so 
that his negligent omission, which let in the damage, could 
be connected with his acts as a part of his dealing with the 
thing.* We shall find Lord Holt recognizing this original 
purport of assumpsit when we come to Coggs v. Bernard, 
Of course it was not confined to cases of bailment. 

But there was another way besides this by which the 
defisndsmt could *be charged with a^duty and made liable 

? -Keilwny, 160, pt. 2. 

* Y. B. 10 Hen. VI. 49, ad fin. Cf. Mulgrave v. OgcUi^ Cro. EUz. 
219; 8. 0 ., Ov,’en, 141, 1 Leon. 224 ; with laomk v. aark, 2 Bulstr. 806, 
at p. 812, Coke, J. 

• ^ Lecture VL^, 
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in case^ and which, although less familiar to lawyers, has 
a special bearing on the law of carriers in .later times. If 
damage had been done or occasioned by the act or OQiis* 
sion of the defendant in the pursuit of some of the more 
common callings, such as that of a farrier, it seems that 
the action could be maintained, without laying an assump¬ 
sit, on the allegation that he was a “ common ” farrier,^ 
The latter princij)le was also wholly independent of bail¬ 
ment. It expressed the general obligation of those exer¬ 
cising a public or common ” business to practise their art 
on demand, and show skill in it. For,'’ as Fitzherbert 
says, ‘‘ it is the duty of every artificer to exercise his art 
rightly and truly as he ought.” ^ 

When it had thus been established that case would lie 
for damage when occasioned by the omission, as well as 
when caused by the act, of the defendant, there was no 
reason for denying it, even if the negligent custody had 
resulted in the destruction of the property.® From this it 
was but a step to extend the same fonn .of action to all 
cases of loss by a bailee, and so avoid the defendant’s right 
to wage his law. Detinue, the primitive remedy, retained 
that mark of primitive procedure. The last extension was 
made about the time sjf Sonthcoies Case.^ But when the 

1 Paston, J., in Y. B. 19 Hen. VI. 49. See, also, Rogers v. Head^ Cro. 
Jac. 262 ; Rich v. Knecland, Cro. Jac. 330, whicli will be mentioned again. 
An innkeeper must lx? a common innkeeper, Y. B. 11 Hen. IV. 45, Se6 
further, 3 111. Comm. 165, where “the transition from status to contract” 
will be found to have taken place. 

2 F. N. B. 94 D ; infra^ j». 203. 

» Y. B. 7 Hen. lY. 14 ; 12 Ed. IV. 13, pi. 9,. 10; Dyer, 22 6. 

^ The process may be traced by reading, in the following order, Y. B. 
2 Hen. Vll^ll ; Keilway, 77 5, ad Jin. (21 Hen. VH.); ib. 360, pi. 2 
(2 Hen- VIII.); Drtt.kc v. Itoy/nnn, Savile, 133, 134 (36 KHz.) ; MUsley v. 
Fomtf Moore, 543 (40 Eliz.); 1 lloll. Abr. 4, F, pi. 5; Rich v. K^elandf 
Cro. Jac, 330 (11 Jac. I.). 
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same form of action thus came to be used aJike for dam¬ 
age or destruction by the bailee’s neglect and for loss by a 
wr^ng-doer against whom the bailee had a remedy over, a 
source was opened for confusion with regard to the foun¬ 
dation and nature of the defendant’s duty. 

In truth, , there were two sets of duties, — one not pecu¬ 
liar to bailees, arising from the assumpsit or public calling 
of the defendant, as just explained ; the other, the ancient 
obligation, peculiar to them as such, of which Soutlicoie's 
Case was an example. But any obligation of a bailee 
might be conceived of as part of a contract of bailment, 
and after assumpsit had become ai>proj)riated to contract, 
and the doctrine of consideration had been developed, 
(both of which had happened in Lord Coke’s time,) it 
seemed unnecessary to distinguish nicely between the two 
sets of duties just mentioned, provided a consideration and 
special promise could be alleged. Furthermore, as for¬ 
merly the defendant’s public calling had the same effect as 
an assumpsit for the j)urpose of charging him in tort, it 
seems now to have been thought an equally good substi¬ 
tute for a special promise, in order to charge him in as¬ 
sumpsit. In Rogers v. Head} the argument was, that to 
charge one in assumpsit you must show cither his public 
calling at the time of the delivery, or a special promise on 
sufficient consideration. This argument assumes that a 
bailee who received goods in the course of a public em- 

^ Cro. Jac. 262 (8 Jac. !.)• Compare Maynard’s argument iu Willinms 
V. Jffide, Palmer, 548* Symmis v, iJarknoU, ib. 523, and other eases be¬ 
low : 1 Roll. Abr. 4, F, pi. 3. v. Fossc.t, Moore, .543 (40 Elix.), an 

obscurely reported case, seenus tt» have been assumpsit against an agistor, 
for a> lioi'se stolen while in his charg«J, and asserts ohiter tlj|,t “without 
such special assumpsit the action does not he.” This must have reference 
to the form of the action, as the judges who decided Soiitkcote*s Case took 
part in the decision. See, furtlier, Evans v. Yeoman^ Clayton, 83, 
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plojment, for instance as a common carrier, could be 
bhaiged in this form of action for a breach of either of the 
above sets of duties, by alleging either his public calling or 
his reward and a special promise. It seems to have been 
admitted, as was repeatedly decided before and since that 
case, that one who was not a common carrier could have 
been charged for non-delivery in a special action ; that is, 
in case as distinguished from assumpsit. 

Suppose, next, that the plaintiff sued in case for a tort. 
As before, the breach of duty complained, of might be such 
damage to property as had always been sued for in that 
form of action, or it might be a loss by theft for which 
detinue would formerly have been* brought, and which fell 
on the bailee only by reason of the bailment. If the goods 
had been stolen, the bailee’s liability rested neither on his 
common calling nor on his assumpsit and his neglect, but 
arose from the naked facts that he had accepted a delivery 
and that the goods were gone, and in such cases it ought 
to have been enough to allege those facts in the declara¬ 
tion.^ But it was very natural that the time-honored 
foundations for the action on the case in its more limited 
application should still be laid in the pleadings, even after 
the scope of the action had been enlarged. We shall have 
to inquire, later, whether the principles of Southeote's Case 
were not also extended in the opposite direction to cases 
not falling within it. The reasons for the rule which it laid 
down had lost their meaning centuries before Gawdy and 
Clench were bom, when owners had acquired the right 
to sue for the wrongful taking of property in the hands 

t See Syrians v. Darhuoll, and the second count in M&rw v. 

(The latter case shows the averment of uegligenoe to have been 
xQMiefonn.) Cf. 1 Salk. 18, to|>. 



BAILMENT. 


187 


of bialeeS; and the rule itself was a dry precedent likely 
to be followed according to the letter because the spirit 
hadg departed. It had begun to totter when the reporter 
cautioned bailees to accept in such terms as to get rid 
of it.^ 

Accordingly, although that decision was the main author* 
ity relied on for the hundred years between it and Coggs v. 
Bernard whenever a peculiar responsibility was imposed 
upon bailees, we find that sometimes an assumpsit was laid 
as in the early precedents,® or more frequently that the 
bailee was alleged to be a common bargeman, or common 
carrier, or the.like, without much reference to the special 
nature of the tort in question; and that the true bearing 
of' the allegation was sometimes lost sight of. At first, 
however, there were only some slight signs of confusion in 
the language of one or two cases, and if the duty was con¬ 
ceived to fall within the principle of Soutficotes Cctse, 
pleaders did not always allege the common or public call¬ 
ing, which was held unnecessary.® But they also adopted 
other devices from the precedents in case, or to strengthen 
an obligation which they did not well understand. Chief 
Justice Popham had sanctioned a distinction between paid 
and unpaid bailees, hence it was deemicd prudent to lay a 
reward. Negligence was of course averred ; and finally it 
became frequent to allege an obligation by the law and 
custom of the realm. This last deserves a little further 
attention. 

There is no vmt in the Register alleging any special 
obligation of common carriers by the custom of the realm. 
But the writ against innkeepers did lay a duty “ the 

* p, 179. * Sytrums v. Darknoillt infirm, 

* JBoaan v. Sand/ordf Shower, 101 ; Coggs y. Bemard^ infra. 
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law and custom of England/’ and it was easy to adopt 
the phrase. The allegation did not so much imply the 
existence of a special principle^ as state a propositio]|;^ of 
law in the form which was then usual. There are other 
writs of trespass which allege a common-law duty in the 
same way, and others again setting forth a statutoiy obli¬ 
gation.^ So “the judges were sworn to execute justice 
according to law and the custom of England.” ® 

The duties of a common carrier, so far as the earlier 
evidence goes, were simply those of bailees in general, 
coupled with the liabilities generally attached to the exer¬ 
cise of a public calling. The word “ common ” addressed 
itself only to the latter point, as' has been shown above. 
This is farther illustrated by the fact that, when the duty 
was thus set forth, it was not alleged as an obligation 
peculiar to common carriers as such, but was laid as the 
custom of law of common hoymen, or lightermen, &c., 
according to the business of the party concerned. It will 
be noticed that Chief Justice Holt in Coggs v. Bernard 
states the liability as applicable to all biiilces for reward, 
exercising a public employment, and mentions common 
hoymen and masters of ships alongside of, not as embraced 
under, common carriers. It will also be noticed in the 
cases before that time, that there is no settled formula for 
the obligation in question, but that it is set forth in each 
case that the defendant was answerable for what he was 
said to have done or omitted in the particular instance.* 

c 

1 Reg. Brev. 92 6, 9r,a, 98 a, 100 6, 104a; cf. Y. B. 19 FA. II. 624; 
80 Ed. III. 25, 26 ; 2 Hen. IV. 18, pi. 6; 22 Hen. VI. 21, pi. 38; 82 A 
88 Ed. I., Int.,xxxiii.; Brunner, Schwurgerichte, 177 ; id. Franzosische, 
Inhaberpap&ir, 9, n. 1. 

« 12 Co. Rep. 64. 

* See, besides the following cases, the declaration in V* 
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Returning now to the succession of the cases, Bkh 
V. Kmeland^ is the next in order (11 Jac, L, a. d. 
1613). It was an action on the case (tort), against a 
common hoyman. In Croke’s report nothing is said of 
custom ; but the declaration avers that the defendant was 
a common bargeman, tliat the plaintiff delivered him a 
portmanteau, &c. to carry, and paid him for it, and that 
the defendant tarn negligenter eustodivit, that it was taken 
from him by persons unknown, — like the second count in 
Morse v, SltiCf below. The plea was demurred to, and 
adjudged for the plaintiff. A writ of error being brought, 
it was assigned that “ this action lies not against a com¬ 
mon bargeman without special promise. iSut all the 
Justices and Barons held, that it well lies as against a 
common carrier upon the land.” If we follow this report, 
it seems at the first glance that importance was attributed 
to the common calling. But as the loss wtis clearly within 
the 4 )rinciple of Southcote's Case, which required neither 
special promise nor common calling for its application, and 
which remained unquestioned law for three quarters of a 
century later, the court must have referred to the form of 
action employed (case), and not to the liability of the 
defendant in some form of action (detinue). The objection 
was that ‘Hhis action lies not,” not that the defendant 
was not liable, '^without special promise.” *Even thus 
narrowed, it rather countenances the notion that allegar 
tions which were necessary to charge a man for damage 
happening through his neglect, in the more ancient and 
familiar use of this action, were also necessary in this new 

Cooke, 2 Ventris, 75 (1 W. & M.), and note especially the frariations of 
statetnent in Morse v. Shce, set forth helow, in the text. 

* Hohart, 17; Cro. Jae, 330. See also Charge v. Wihwm, 1 Roll. Ahr. 
6, pi. 4 (A. B. 1638). 



190 


THE COMMON LAW- 


extension of it to a different class of wrongs. As it was 
now pretty clear that case would lie for a nonfeasance^ the 
notion was mistaken, and we shall see that it was denied 

• . r 

in subsequent decisions.^ 

According to Hobart’s report, it was alleged that the 
defendant was a common hoy man, to cariy goods by water, 
for hire, &c., that by the custom of England such carriers 
ought to keep the goods, &c., so as they should not be 
lost by the default of them or their servants, &c. ** And 

it Was resolved that, though it was laid as a custom of the 
realm, yet indeed it is common law.” This last resolution 
may only mean that the custom of the realm and the com¬ 
mon law are the same thing, as had been said concerning 
innkeepers long before.^ But the law as to innkeepers, 
which was called the custom of the realm in the writ^ 
had somewhat the air of a special principle extending 
beyond the law of bailment, inasmuch as their liability 
extended to goods within the inn, of which they ha<^ not* 
the custody, and the court may have meant to make an 
antithesis between sucli a special principle and the com¬ 
mon law or general law of bailment governing the pres¬ 
ent case. 

Whatever doubts spme of Croke’s language might raise, 
standing alone, the fact remains indisputable, that for 
nearly a century froqi Woodlifes Case the liability of car¬ 
riers for loss of goods, whether the custom of the realm or 
the defendant’s common calling was alleged or not, was 
placed upon the authority and was intended to be decided 
on the principle of Southcotes Case. 

^ Th6 us^ which has been made of this case in later times shows the 
extreme difficulty in distinguishing between principles of substantive law 
and rules relating only to procedure, in the older books. 

* Y, B. 22 Hen. VI. 21, pL 88; supra, p. 188, n. 1. 
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Symons v, Darknoll ^ (4 Car. L, A. d. 1628) is precisely 
in point. The declaration was, that, by the common law, 
erel!^ lighterman ought so to manage his lighter that the 
goods carried therein should not perish. And although 
no promise laid, it seemed to the court that the plain¬ 
tiff should recover; and not alleging that defendant was 
common lightenhan was no harm. Hyde, C. J., delivery 
makes the contract.” This did not mean that delivery was 
a good consideration for a promise ; but, as was laid down 
in Southcote*8 Case, that delivery, without a special accept¬ 
ance to keep only as one’s own goods, bound the bailee to 
keep safely, and therefore made it unnecessary to allege 
either an .assumpsit or the defendant's common calling. 
Whitlock, J. called attention to the fact that the action 
was tort, not contract. ** Et en cest case . . . Southcote's 
CoLsefait cite'' 

The same rule is stated as to bailments in general, the 
same year, by Sergeant Maynard arguendo in Wiliams v. 
Hide^ again citing Southcote's Case. 

In Kenrig v. Eggleston^ (24 Car. I., a. d. 1648), "case 
against a country carrier for not delivering a box,” &c., of 
which he was robbed, nothing was said about custom, nor 
of defendant's being a common carrier, unless the above 
words imply that he was; but it was laid down, as in 
Southcote's Case, that " it must come on the carrier’s part 
to make special acceptance ” if he would lessen his liability 
as bailee. 

NiehoUs V. Modrei (13 Car. IL, a. d. 1661) was case 
against a " water carrier,” between Hull and London, lay¬ 
ing a delivery to him at York. It was moved in |rr68t of 

1 Palmer, 623. * Palmer, 548. 

* Aleyn, 93. * 1 Sid. 36. 
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judgment, that the defendant did not undertake to carry 
the goods from York to Hull. But notwithstanding this 
jp&r totam curiarrij the defendant shall be charged on his 
general receipt at York, according to Southcofe's Corny 

It is fair to mention that in Matthews v. Hopkins ^ (17 
Car, 11.) the declaration was on the custom‘of the realm 
against a common earner, and there was a motion in arrest 
of Judgment, because there was a misrecital of the custom 
of the realm, and the defendant was not alleged to have 
been a carrier at the time of the receipt, and also because 
counts in trover, and in case on the custom, were joined. 
Judgment was arrested, it would seem on the latter ground, 
but the court continued: “ And, although the declaration 
may be good Avithout recital of the custom of the realm, 
as Hobart says, still it is the better way to recite it.” 

We now come to the great case of Morse v. Slue^ (23 & 
24 Car, IL, a. I). 1671,1672). This was an action against 
the master of a ship lying in the river Thames, for the loss 
of goods intrusted to him. The goods in question were 
taken away by robbers, and it was found that the ship had 
the usual guard at the time. There seem to have been 
two counts, one on the law and custom of England (1 
Vent. 190), for masters of ships “ careftilly to govern, pre¬ 
serve, and defend goods shipped, so long as said ship 
should remain in the river Thames” (2 Keb. 866); “to 
keep safely [goods shipped to be carried from London be¬ 
yond sea] without loss or subtraction, ita quod pro defectu of 
them they may not come to any damage ” (i Vent. 190); 
“ to keep safely goods delivered to them to carry, dangers 

i ^ * 

* 1 Sidh 244. Cf. Dalston v. Janson, 1 Ld. Eajm. 58. 

* 2 Keb. 866 ; 3 id. 72, 112, 135 ; 2 Lev. 69 ; 1 Vent. 190, 238 ; 1 Mod. 
85 ; Sir T. Ray in. 220. 
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of the sea excepted” (2 Levinz, 69; the excci)tioii last 
stated perhaps drawn by the reporter from the usual 
form of bills of lading referred to in argument). The sec- 
ond’count, which is usually overlooked, was a sj^ecial count 
in case, ‘‘ on delivery and being stolen by his neglect.” ^ 

The case was twice argued, and all the reports agree, as 
far as they go, in their statements of the })oints insisted on. 

Holt, for the plaintiff, maintained : ^ 1. That the master 
receives goods generally, citing Southcotos Case, and that 
“only guardian in socage who hath the custody by law, 
and factor who is servant at the master’s dispose, and so 
cannot take care, are exempt.” 2. That tlie master has a 
reward for his kccj)ing, and is therefore a proper person to 
be sued. 3. That the master has a rcme<ly over, citing the 
case of the Marshal of the King’s Bencli.® That the mis¬ 
chief would be great if tlie master were not liable, as mer¬ 
chants put their trust in him, and no particular default 
need be shown, as appears by the bill of lading, and, finally, 
that neglect appeared. 

On the x)thcr side, it was urged that no neglect was 
found, and tliat the master was only a servant; so that, if 
any one was liable, the owners were.^ It was also sug¬ 
gested that, as there would have bepn no liability if the 
goods had been taken at sea, when the case would have 
fallen within the admiralty law, it was absunl that a differ¬ 
ent rule should govern the beginning of the voyage from 
that which would have governed the rest of it.^ 

^ 2 Keb. 866. See 3 Keb. 74 ; 1 Mod. 85 ; Sir T. Raym. 220. 

a 8 Keb. n, 

• y, B. 33 Hen. VI. 1 ; sicprn, p. 177. 

* 3 Reble, 73. This is the main point mentioned by Sir 3*. Raymond 
and Levinz. 

» Cf. 1 Mod. 86. 


13 
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On the second argument, it was again maintained for the 
plaintiff that the defendant was liable ** at the common lav^ 
on the general bailment, ’ citing Southcote'a Cgm^ and also 
that, by the Roman and maritime law, he was liable as a 
public carrier and master of a ship. 

The opinion of the court was delivered by Chief Justice 
Hale. It was held that, the ship being within the body of 
the county, the admiralty law did not apply; or, according 
to 1 Mod. 85, note a, the master could not avail himself 
of the rules of the civil law, by which masters are not 
chargeable pro damno fatall tliat the master was liable 
to an action because he took a reward; that “ he might 
have made a caution for himself, which he omitting and 
taking in the goods generally, he shall answer for what 
haj>pens.” ^ The case of Kmrlg v. Eggleston ® seems also 
to have been referred to. It was further said’ that the 
master was rather an officer than a servant, and in effect 
received his wages from the merchant who paid freight. 
Finally, on the question of negligence, that it was not suffi¬ 
cient to have the usual number of men to guard the ship, 
but that it was neglect not to have enough to guard the 
goods, unless in case of the common enemies, citing the 
case of the Marshall which it ^vill be remembered was 
merely the principle of Southcote's Case and the common 
law of bailment in another form.® 

It will be observed that this case did not go on any 
special custom, either as to common carriers or shipmas¬ 
ters, but that all the arguments and tWb opinion of the 
court assumed that, if the case was to be governed by the 
common law, and not by the milder provisions of the civil 

4 

^ 1 Ventris, 238, citing Southcote's Case in the margin. Of. 3 Eeble, 135. 

3 Aleyu, 93 ; mpra^ p. 191. ^ See aleo 1 Hale, P. C. 512, 513. 
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law relied on for the defence^ and if the defendant could 
be regarded as a bailee, and not merely a servant of the 
owuers, then the general law of bailment wotild apply, and 
the defendant would be charged, a^ in Southcote's Cim, 

“ by his general acceptance.” 

It can hardly be supposed, however, that so enlightened 
a judge as Sir Matthew Hale would not have broken away 
from the Year Books, if a case had arisen before him where 
property bad been received as a pure favor to the plaintiff, 
without consideration or reward, and was taken from the 
defendant by robbery. Such a case was tried before Chief 
Justice Pemberton, and he very sensibly ruled that no 
action lay, declining to follow the law of Lord Coke’s time 
to such extreme results ^ (33 Car. II., a. d. 1681). 

About the same time, the defendant’s common calling 
began to assume a new importance. The more important 
alternative allegation, the assumpsit, had the effect in the 
end of introducing the not intrinsically objectionable doc¬ 
trine that all duties arising from a bailment are founded on 
contract.® But this allegation, having now a special action 
to whicfi it had given rise, was not much used where the 
action was tort, while the other averment occurs with in¬ 
creasing frequency. The notion was evidently gaining 
ground that the liability of common carriers for loss of 

^ JS/ing V. J^iscount Hertford^ 2 Shower, 172, pi. 164; cf. Woodlifds 
supra. 

* Boson V. Sandford, 1 Shower, 101 (2 W. & M.). See above, pp. 188, 
185 ; below, p. 197. • Modern illnstrat.ions of the doctrine will be found in 
Fl&ming v. Manchester, Shcjfield, & Lincolnshire Railioay Co., 4 Q. B. D. 
81, and cases cited, Tn Boorman v. Brown,, 8 Q. B. 611, 5^, the reader 
will find the primitive assumpsit, which was the inducement to a declara¬ 
tion in tort, interpreted as meaning contract in the modern sSase. It will, 
be seen directly that Lord Holt took a different view. Note the mode of 
dealing with the MaTshal’s ca.se, 33 Hen. VI. 1, in Aleyn, 27. 
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goods^ whatever the cause of the loss might be, arose 
from a special principle peculiar to them, and not appli^ 
cable to bailees in general. The confusion of independent 
duties which has been explained, and of which the first 
trace was seen in Rich v. Kmeland, was soon to become 
complete.^ Holt became Chief Justice. Three of the 
cases in the last note were rulings of his. In Lane v. CoU 
ton^ (13 Will. III., A. D. 1701 ), he showed his disapproval 
of Southcotes Case, and his impression that the common 
law of bailment was borrowed from Rome. The over¬ 
throw of Southcote's Case and the old common law may 
be said to date from Coggs v. Bernard ^ (2 Anne, a. d. 
1703 ). Lord Holt’s famous opinion in the latter case 
quotes largely from the Roman law as it filtered to him 
through Bracton; but, whatever influence that may have 
had upon his general views, the point decided and the 
distinctions touching common carriers were of English 
growth. 

The action did not sound in contract. The cause was 
for damage to the goods, and the plaintiff sued for a tort, 
laying an assumpsit by way of inducement to a charge of 
negligence, as in the days of Henry VI. The plea was not 
guilty. But after vv3rdict for the plaintiff, there was a 
motion in arrest of judgment, “ for that it was not alleged 
in the declaration that the defendant was a common por¬ 
ter, nor averred that he had anything for his pains.” Con- ’ 
sideration w^ never alleged or thought of in the primitive 
assumpsit, but in the modem action of contract in that form 

^ See Zovett v. ffobbs, 2 Shower, 127 (32 Car. II.) ; Chamberlain y. 
Cooket 2 Ventris, 75 (1 W. & M.); Boson v. Sandford, 1 Shower, 101, 
citing SovAcote's Case (2 W. & M.); Upshare v. Aidee^ 1 Comyns, 2S 
(8 W. III.) ; Middleton v. Fowler, 1 Salk. 288 (10 W. III:). 

* 12 Mod. 472. * 2 Ld. Kayin. 909. 
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it .was required. Hence^ it was inferred that, wherever an 
assumpsit was laid, even in an action of tort for damage 
to property, it was the allegation of a contract, and that 
a consideration must be shown for the undertaking, al¬ 
though the contrary had been decided in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth.^ But the motion did not prevail, and 
judgment was given for the plaintiff. Lord Holt was well 
aware that of assumpsit was not confined to 

contract. It is true that he said, “ The owner s trusting 
[the defendant] with the goods is a sufficient consideration 
to oblige him to a careful management,” or to return them; 
but this means as distinguished from a consideration suffi¬ 
cient to oblige him to carry them, which he thought the 
defendant would not have been bound to do. He then 
expressly says, This is a different case, for assumpsit does 
not only signify a future agreement, but, in such cases as 
this, it signifies an actual entry upon the thing and taking 
the trust upon himself”; following the earlier cases in the 
Year Books.® This was enough for the decision, and the 
rule in Southcote's Case had nothing to do with the matter. 
5ut as the duty of common carriers by reason of their call¬ 
ing was now supposed to extend to all kinds of losses, and 
the doctrine of Southcote^s Case was probably supposed to 
extend to many kinds of damage, it became necessary, ii^a 
general discussion, to reconcile or elect between the two 
principles. 

The Chief Justice therefore proceeded to distinguish be- 

^ PffWtuary v. Walton^ 1 Roll. Abr. 10, pi. 5 (.39 Eliz.). Cf. Keilway, 

leo. * 

* 2 Ld. Rayni. 919. See Lecture VTI. How little liord H^lt meant to 
Adopt the modern view, that delivery, being a detriment to the owner, was 
A coiuideration, may be further seen by examining the cases put and agreed 
to by him from the Year Books. 
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tween bailees for reward exercising a public emplo^^ent, 
such as common carriers, common hoymen, masters of 
ships, &c., and other bailees; denied the rule in 8o9tth- 
cote*s Case as to the latter; said that the principle Of 
strict responsibility was confined to the former class, and 
was applied to them on grounds of public policy, and that 
factors were exonerated, not because they were mere ser¬ 
vants, as had always been laid down (among others, by 
himself in arguing Morse v. Slue), but because they were 
not within the reason of the rule. * 

The reader who has followed the argument so far, will 
hardly need to bo convinced that this tlid not mean the 
adoption of the Praetor’s Edict. There is further evidence 
at hand if required. 

In the first place, as we have seen, there was a century 
of precedents ending with Morse Slue, argued by Holt 
himself, in which the liability of masters of ships, hoy- 
men, carriers, &c. had been adjudicated. Morse v. Slue 
is cited and relied on, and there is no hint of dissatisfac¬ 
tion with the other cases. On the contrary, they furnished 
the examples of bailees for reward exercising a public 
calling. The distinction between bailees for reward and 
others is Chief Jusfice Popham’s; the latter qualification 
(zeroising a public calling) was also English, as has partly 
appeared already, and as will be explained further on. 

In the next place, the strict rule is not confined to 
rmutm, caupones, and stahularii, nor eveq to common car¬ 
riers ; but is applied to all bailees for reward, exercising a 
public ^calling. 

In ther next place, the degree of responsibility is pre¬ 
cisely that of bailees in general, as worhed out by the 
previous decisions; but quite unlike and much more se- 



BAILMENT. 


199 


ym than that imposed by the Roman law, as others have 
observed.^ 

And, finally, the exemption from liability for acts of God 
or the public enemy is characteristically English, as will 
be proved further on. 

But it has been partially shown in this Lecture that the 
law of to-day has made the carrier s burden heavier than it 
was in the time of the Year Books. Southcotes Case, and 
the earlier authorities which have been ^ited, all refer to 
a loss by robbery, theft, or trespass, and hold the bailee 
liable, where, in theory at least, he has a remedy over. It 
was with reference to such cases, as has been seen, that the 
rule arose, although it is not improbable that it would 
have been applied to an unexplained loss ; the writ against 
innkeepers reads absque subtract lone sett amissione custo- 
dire. In later times, the principle may have been ex¬ 
tended from loss by theft to loss by destruction. In 
Symons v. Darknoll ^ (4 Oar. I.), already cited as decided 
on the authority of Southcote’s Case, the goods were 

•i 

spoiled, not stolen, and probably had not even perished 
in specie. Before this time, the old rule had become an 
arbitrary precedent, followed according to its form with 
little thought of its true intent. * 

The language of Coggs v. Bernard is, that “ the law 
charges the person thus intrusted to carry goods as against 
ail events but acts of God and the enemies of the king.” 
This was adopted by solemn decision in Lord Mansfiehls 
time, and it is now settled that the common carrier ** is 
liable for all losses which do not fall within the eiicepted 

y 2 Kent, 598 ; 1 C. P. D. 429. • 

* Palmer, 523. See too Keilway, 77 5, and 160, pi. 2, where the eu- 
droaehment of case on detinue, and the correspondinj; confusion in prin¬ 
ciple, may Ins ju'ctty seen taking place. But see p. 175, supra. 
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cases.” ^ That is to say, he has become an insurer to that 
extent, not only against the disappearance or destruction, 
but against all forms of damage to the goods except^ as 
excepted above. 

The process by which this came to pass has been traced 
above, but a few words may be added here. The Year 
Books, even in dealing with the destruction (as distin¬ 
guished from the conversion) of chattels in the hands of 
a bailee, always state his liability as based upon his fault, 
although it must be admitted that the language is used 
alio intuitu.^ A jettison, in tempest, seems to have been 
a good plea for a factor in the time of Edward III,; ® but 
that cannot be relied t)n for an analogy. The argument 
from the Marshal’s case ^ i.s stronger. There it appears to 
have been thought that burning of the prison was as good 
an excuse for an escape as a release by alien, enemies. 
This must refer to an accidental fire, and would seem to 
imply that he was not liable in that event, if not in fault. 
The writs in the Register against bailees to keep or carry 
goods, all have the general allegation of negligence, and so 
do the older precedents of d(;clarations, so far as I have 
observed, whether stating the custom of the realm or not.® 
But a bailee was ansi\'erable for goods wrongfully taken 
from him, as an innkeeper was for goods stolen from his 
inn, irrespective of negligence.® 

It is true that the Marshal’s case speaks of his negligent 

^ 2 Kent, 597 : Foricnnl v. Villa,rd, 1 T. R. 27. 

a Of. y. B. 7 Hen. JV. 14 ; 2 Hen. VII. 11; Keilway, 77 ft, 160, 2, 

an<l other cases alrea<ly cited. 

« Y. #41 Ed. III. 3, pi. 8. 

< Y. B. Zi Hen. VT. 1, pi. 3. 

® Keg. Bniv, 107 n, lOSrt, 110 tr, ft; entries cited 1 T. R. 29. 

* See. aOove, ])p. 167, 17.5 H sfij. ; 12 Am. Law Rev. 692, 698 Y. Bv42 
Ed. III. 11, jil. 13; 42 As.s., j>l. 17. 
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keeping when the prisoners were released by rebels, (al¬ 
though tliat was far less likely to result from negligence, 
onejwould think, than a fire in the prison,) and that after 
Lord Coke’s time negligence was alleged, although the 
goods had been lost by wrongful taking. So the writ 
against innkeepers is pro defect it hujusmodi hospitatorum. 
In these instances, neglect only means a failure de facto to 
keep safely. As was said at a much later date, every¬ 
thing is a negligence in a carrier or boyman that the law 
does not excuse.” ^ The allegation is simply the usual 
allegation of actions on the case, and seems to have ex¬ 
tended itself from the earlier declarations for damage, 
when case supplanted detinue and the use of the former 
action became universal. It can hardly have been imma¬ 
terial to the case for which it was first introduced. But 
the short reason for disbelieving that there was any war¬ 
rant in the old law for making the carrier an insurer 
against damage is, that there seem to be no early cases in 
which bailees were held to such a responsibility, and that 
it was not within the principle on which they were made 
answerable for a loss by theft. 

Having traced the process by which a common carrier 
has been made an insurer, it only remains to say a word 
upon the origin of the admitted exceptions from the risk 
assumed. It has been seen already how loss by the pub¬ 
lic enemy came to be mentioned by Chief Justice Holt. 
It is the old distinction taken in the Marshal’s case,^ that 
there the bailee has no remedy over. 

With regard to the act of God, it was a genera^ princi¬ 
ple, not peculiar to carriers nor to bailees, that a duty was 

1 1 Wilson, 282 ; cf. 2 Kent (12tli ed.), 596, n. 1, 6. 

* Y, B. 83 Hen. VI. 1, pi, 3. 
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disclmi^ged if an act of God made it impoBsible of perfbrm- 
anoe. Lord Coke mentions the case of jettison from a 
Gravesend barge,^ and another of a party bound to keep 
and maintain sea-walls from overflowing, as subject to the 
same limitation,^ and a similar statement as to contracts in 
general will be found in the Year Books.® It is another 
form of the principle which, has been laboriously reargued 
in our own day, that parties arc excused from the perform¬ 
ance of a contract which has become impossible before 
breach from the perishing of the thing, or from change of 
mrcumstances the continued existence of which was the 
foundation of the contract, provided there was no warranty 
and no fault on the piirt of the contractor. Whether the 
act of God has now acquired a special meaning with regard 
to common carriers may be left for others to consider. 

It appears, from the foregoing evidence, that we cannot 
determine what classes of bailees are subject to the strict 
responsibility imposed on common carriers by referring to 
the Prmtor’s Edict and then consulting the lexicons under 
NautcB, CauponeSj or Stahularii. The question pf pre¬ 
cedent is simply to what extent the old common law of 
bailment still survives. We can only answer it by enumer¬ 
ating the decisions in which the old law is applied; and 
we shall find it hard to bring them together under a gen¬ 
ial principle. The mle in Southoote's Case has been done 
away with for bailees in general: that is clear. But it is 
equally clear that it has not maintained itself, even within 
the limits of the public policy invented by Chief Justice 

* M<nm*a 12 Oo. Rep. 63. 

* Bird V. AsAcock, 2 Bulstr. 280 ; cf. Dyer, 33 <x, pL 10; KeigMeyt Ckue, 
10 Go. Bep. frofr, 140. 

^ Y. B. 40 Ed. III. 6, pi. 11; see also Willcma ▼. Balmeav 
1^48; Shep. Touchst. 173. 
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Holt. It is not trae to-day that all bailees for reward 
exereising a public calling are insurers. N'o such doctrine 
is applied to grain-elevators or deposit-vaults.^ 

How Lord Holt came to distinguish between bailees 
for reward and others has been shown above. It is more 
pertinent here to notice that his further qualification, ex¬ 
ercising a public calling, was part of a protective system 
which has passed away. One adversely inclined might say 
that it was one of many signs that the law was adminis¬ 
tered in the interest of the upper classes. It has been 
shown above that if a man was a common farrier he could 
be charged for negligence witliout an assumpsit. The 
same judge who threw out that intimation established in 
another case that he could be sued if he refused to shoe a 
horse on reasonable request.^ Common carriers and com¬ 
mon innkeepers were liable in like case, and Lord Holt 
stated the principle: “ If a man takes upon him a public 
employment, he is bound to serve the public as far as the 
employment extends, and for refusal an action lies.” ® An 
attempt to apply this doctrine generally at the present 
day would be thought monstrous. But it formed part of 
a consistent scheme for holding those who followed useful 
callings up to the mark. Another part was the liability 
of persons exercising a public employment for loss or 
damage, enhanced in cases of bailment by what remained 
of the rule in Smtkeote's Case. The scheme has given 
way to more liberal notions; but the disjecta membra still 
move. 

Lord Mansfield stated his views of public policy in terms 

^ See Deposit Cowpany of Pittshu/rgh v. Pollock^ 85 ^nn. 391. 

* Pastou, J., in Y. B. 21 Hen. VI. 66 ; Keilway, 60 a, pi. 4; Hardres, 
163. 

* Lbum V. Cotton, 1 Ld. Baynai. 640, 654; 1 Salk. 18 ; 12 Mod. 484. 
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not unlike those used by Chief Justice Holt in Cogga v. 
Bernard, but distinctly confines their application to com¬ 
mon carriers. ** But there is a further degree of res|^n- 
sibility by the custom of the realm, that is, by the common 
law; a carrier is in the nature of an insurer. ... To pre¬ 
vent litigation, collusion, and the necessity of going into 
circumstances impossible to be unravelled, the law pre¬ 
sumes against the carrier, unless,” &c.^ 

At the present day it is assumed that the principle is 
thus confined, and the discussion is transferred to the 
question who arc common carrricu’s. It is thus conceded, 
by implication, that Lord Holt’s rule has been abandoned. 
But the trouble is, that with it disappear not only the 
general system which w'c have seen that Lord Holt enter¬ 
tained, but the special reasons rcjxiiitcd by Lord Mansfield. 
Those reasons apply to other bailees as well as to common 
carriers. Besides, hoymen and masters of ships were not 
originally held because they were common carriers, and 
they were all three treated as co-ordinate species, even in 
Coggs V. Bernard, where they w'cre mentioned only as so 
many instances of bailees exercising a public calling. We 
do not get a new' and single principle by simply giving a 
single name* to all the eases to be accounted for. If there 
is a sound rule of pidfiic policy A^luch ought to impose a 
special resyK>nsibility u])on common carriers, as those words 
are now understood, and upon no others, it has never yet 
been stated. If, on the other liand, there are considera¬ 
tions which apply to a ])articu:ar class d^nong those so 
designated, — for instance, to railroads, w'ho may have a 
private individual at th'eir mercy, or exercise a power too 
vast for the common welfare, — we do not prove t|iat the 

' Forward v. Fitiard^ 1 T. R. 27, 33. 
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reasomng extends to a general ship or a public cab by 
calling all three common carriers. 

I£ there is no common rule of policy,* and common car¬ 
riers remain a merely erai)irical exception from general 
doctrine, courts may well hesitate to extend the signifi¬ 
cance of those words. Furthermore, notions of public 
policy which would not leave parties free to make their 
own bargains are somewhat discredittHi in most depart¬ 
ments of the law.^ Hence it may perhaps be concluded 
that, if any new case should arise, the degree of respon¬ 
sibility, and the validity and interi)rctation of any contract 
of bailment that there may be, should stand open to argu¬ 
ment on general principles, and that the matter has been 
set at large so far as early precedent is concerned, 

I have treated of the law of carriers at greater length 
than is proportionate, because it seems to me an interesting 
example of the way in which the common law has grown 
up, and, especially, because it is an excellent illustration 
of the principles laid down at the end of the first Lecture. 
I now proceed to the discussion for the sake of which an 
account of the law of bailment was introduced, and to 
which an understanding of that part of the law is a ne¬ 
cessary preliminary. » 

1 Printing and Numerical Registering Co. v. Sampson, L. 11. 19 E<j. 
462, 465. 
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POSSESSION. 

ft 

Possession is a conception which is only less important 
than contract. But the interest attacliing to the theory of 
possession does not stop with its practical importance in 
the body of English law. The theory has fallen into the 
hands of the philosophers, and with them has become a 
corner-stone of more than one elaborate structure. It will 
be a service to sound tliinking to show that a far more 
civilized- system than the Roman is framed upon a plan 
which is irreconcilable with the a priori doctrines of Kant 
and Hegel. Those doctrines are worked out in careful 
correspondence with German views of Roman law. And 
most of the speculative jurists of Germany, from Savigny 
to Ihering, have been at once professors of Roman law, 
and profoundly influenced if not controlled by some form 
of Kantian or post-Kantian philosophy. Thus everything 
has combined to give a special bent to German speculation, 
which deprives it of jts claim to universal authority. 

Why is possession protected by the law, when the pos¬ 
sessor is not also an owner ? That is the general problem 
which has much exercised the German ;nind. Kant, it is 
well known, was deeply influenced in his opinions upon 
ethics and law by the speculations of Rousseau. Kant, 
Rouleau, and the Massachusetts Bill of Rights agree 
that all men are bom free and equals and one or the other 
branch of that declaration has afforded the answer to the 
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question why possession should be protected from that 
day to this. Kant and Hegel start from freedom. The 
freedom of the will^ Kaut said, is the essence of man. It 
is an end in itself; it is that which needs no further ex¬ 
planation, which is absolutely to be respected, and which 
it is the very end and object of all government to realize 
add aihrm. Possession is to be protected because a man 
by taking possession of an object has brought it within the 
sphere of his will. He has extended his personality into 
or over that object. As Hegel would have said, possession 
is the objective realization of free will. And by Kant’s 
postulate, the will of any individual thus manifested is 
entitled to absolute respect from every other individual, 
and can only be overcome or set aside by the universal 
will, that is, by the state, acting through its organs, the 
courts. 

Savigny did not follow Kant on this point. He said 
that every act of violence is unlawful, and seemed to con¬ 
sider protection of possession a branch of protection to the 
person.^ But to this it was ans^red that possession was 
protected against disturbance by fraud as well as by force, 
and his view is discredited. Those who have been con¬ 
tented with humble grounds of expediency seem to have 
been few in number, and have recanted or arc out of favor. 

The majority have followed in the direction pointed out 
by ICant. Bruns, an admirable writer, expresses a charac¬ 
teristic yearning of the German mind, when he demands 
an internal juristic necessity drawn from the nature of 
possession itself, and therefore rejects empirical reasons.* 
He finds the necessity he seeks in the freed^ of the 
human will, which the whole legal system does but recog* 

^ Bosaession, $ 6, Eng. tr., pp. 27, 28. * R. d. Besitces, 487« 
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nise and carry out. Constraint of it is a wrong, whicli 
must be righted without regard to conformity of the will 
to law, and so on in a Kantian vein.^ So Gaiis, a favorite 
disciple of Hegel, “The will is of itself a substantial thing 
to be protected, and this individual will hafe only to yield 
to the higher common will.” ^ go Puchta, a great master, 
“ The will which wills itself, that is, the recognition of Its 
own personality, is to be protected.” ^ 

The chief variation from this view is that of Windscheid, 
a writer now in vogue. lie prefers the other branch of 
the declaration in the Bill of Rights. He thinks that the 
protection to possession stands on the same grounds as 
protection against injuria^ that every one is the equal of 
every other in the state, and that no one shall raise him¬ 
self over the othcr.^ Ihering, to be sure, a man of genius, 
took an independent start, and said that possession is own¬ 
ership on the defensive; and that, in favor of the owner, 
he who is exercising ownership in fact (i. c. the possessor) 
is freed from the necessity of proving title against one 
who is in an unlawful^position. But to this it was well 
answered by Bruns, in his later work, that it assumes the 
title of disseivsors to be generally worse than that of dis¬ 
seisees, which cannot be taken for granted, and which 
probably is not true in fact.*^ 

It follows from the Kantian doctrine, that a man in pos¬ 
session is to be confirmed and maintained in it until he is 
put out by an action brought for the purposed Perhaps 
^ R. d. Besitzes, 490, 491. 

® Bruns, R. d. Besitzes, 415 ; Windscheid, Pand. § 148, n. 6. Fur¬ 
ther Hegelian discourse may be found hi Dr. J. Hutchison Sterling’s Lec¬ 
tures on the Philo.sophy of Law. 

* Institutionen, §§ 224, 226 ; Windscheid, Fund. § 148, n. 6. 

* Windscheid, Pand. § 148, ii. 6. , ^ 

^ Besitzklagen, 276, 279. 
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'another fact besides those which have been mentioned has 
influenced this reasoning, and that is the accurate division 
between p0SBe88oi7 and petitory actions or defences in Con¬ 
tinental procedure.^ When a defendant in a possessoiyr 
action is not allowed to set up title in himself, a theorist 
readily finds a myfetical importance in possession. 

*But when does a man become entitled to this absolute 
protection ? On the principle of Kant, it is not enough 
that he has the custody of a thing. A protection based on 
the sacredness of man’s personality requires that the object 
should have been brought within the sphere of that per¬ 
sonality, that the free will shoidd have unrestrainedly set 
itself into that object. There must be then an intent to 
appropriate it, that is, to make it part of one’s self, or one’s 
own. 

Here the prevailing view of the Roman law comes in t .* 
fortify principle with |.)reccdcnt. We arc told that, of the 
many who might have the actual charge or custody of a 
thing, the Roman law recognized as possessor only the 
owner, or one holding as owner and on his way to become 
one by lapse of time. In later days it made a few excep¬ 
tions on practical grounds. But beyond the pledgee and 
the sequester (a receiver appointed "by the court) these 
exceptions are unimportant and disputed.^ Some of the 
Roman jurists state in terms that depositaries and bor¬ 
rowers have not possession of the things intrusted to 
them.® Whether the German interpretation of the sources 
goes too far or not, it must be taken account of in the 
examination of German theories. 

^ Bruus, R. d. Besitzes, 49d. % , 

* BraUs, R. d, Besitzes, § 2, pp. 5 ei seq. ; Puchta, Besilz, in Weiake, 
ReebtsUx. ; Winds^-heid, Ponjil. § 154, pp. 461 et seq. (4tli ed.). 

• D. 41. 2. 3, § 20; 13. 6. 8 & 9. C1‘. D. 41. 1. 9, § 6. 

14 
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Philosophy by denying possession to bailees in general 
cunningly adjusted itself to the Roman law, and thus put 
itself in a position to claim the authority of that la^ for 
the theory of which the mode of dealing with bailees was 
merely a corollary. Hence I say that it i^ important to 
show that a far more developed, more rational, and 
mightier body of law than the Roman, gives no sanction 
to cither premise or conclusion as held by Kant and his 
successors. 

In the first place, the English law has always had the 
good sense ^ to allow title to be set up in defence to a 
possessory action. Jn the assize of novel disseisin, which 
which was a true possessory action, the defendant could 
always rely on his titlc.^ Even when possession is taken or 
kept in a way which is punished by the criminal law, as in 
case of forcible entry and detainer, proof of title allows the 
defendant to retain it, and in many cjiscs has been held an 
answer to an action of trespass. So in trespass for taking 
goods the defendant may set up title in himself. There 
might seem to be a trace of the distinction in the general 
rule, that the title cannot be tried in trespass quare clau¬ 
sum. But this is an exception commonly put on the 
ground that the judgment cannot change the property, 
as trespass for chattels or trover can.® The rule that you 
cannot go into title in a possessory action presupposes 
great difficulty in the proof, the probatio diabolica of the 
Canon law, delays in the process, and importance of pos- 

^ But see Ihering, deist d. Rom. R., § 62, French tr., IV. p. 51. 

2 Heusler thinks tliis merely a result of the English foimalism and nar¬ 
rowness in their interpretation of the word stco in the writ (disseiaivit de 
ieneinenio suo). Gewere, 429-432. But there was no such narrowness 
in dealing with catalhi f,tja in trespass. See below, p. 242. 

• See, further, Bractou, fol. 413 ; Y. B. 6 lieu. VII. 9, pi. 4. 
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gession ad interim, — all of wliicli mark a stage oi society 
which has long been passed. In iiiiiety-niiie cases out of 
a hundred, it is about as easy and cheap to prove at least 
facie title as it is to prove possession. 

In the next place, and this was the importance of the 
last Lecture to, this subject, the coimnon law has always 
given the possessory remedies to all bailees without excep¬ 
tion. The right to these remedies extends not only to 
pledgees, lessees, and those having a lien, who exclude 
their bailor, but to simple bailees, as they have been 
called, who have no interest in the chattels, no right of 
detention us against the owner, and neither give nor re¬ 
ceive a reward.^ 

Modem German statutes liave followed in the same 


path so far as to give the possessory remedies to tenants 
and some others. Bruns says, as the spirit of the Kantian 
theory rc(piired him to say, t’uit this is a sacrifice of prin¬ 
ciple to convenience.^ But I cannot see what is left of 
a principle which avows itself inconsistent with conven¬ 
ience and the actual course of legislation. The first call 
of a theory of law is that it should fit the facts. It must 
explain the observed course of legislation. And as it is 
pretty certain that men will make; laws which seem to 
them convenient without troubling themselves very much 
what principles are encountered by tljcir legislation, a prin¬ 
ciple which defies convenience is likely to wait some time 
before it finds itself permanently realized. 

It remains, tlTcn, to seek for some ground for the protec¬ 
tion of possession outside the Bill of Rights or the Decla¬ 
ration of Independence, which shall be consistent with the 
larger scope given to the conception in modern Taw. 


> Infra^ p. 243. 


^ B. d. Besitzes, 494. 
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!Oie courts have said but little on the subject. It Wfttt 
laid down in one case that it was an extension of the pro^ 
tection which the law throws around the person, and «on 
that ground held that trespass qiiare clausum did not pass 
to an assignee in bankruptcy.^ So it has been said, that 
to deny a bankrupt trover against strangers for goods com¬ 
ing to his possession after his bankruptcy would be an 
invitation to all the world to scramble for the possession; 
of them ”; and reference was made to “ grounds of policy 
and convenience.” ^ I may also refer to the cases of cap¬ 
ture, some of which will be cited again. In the Greenland 
whale-fishery, by the English custom, if the first striker 
lost his hold on the fish, and it was then killed by another, 
the first had no claim ; but he had the whole if he kept 
fast to the whale until it was struck by the other, although 
it then broke from the first harpoon. , By the custom in 
the Gallipagos, on the other hand, the first striker had 
half the whale, although control of the line was lost.* 
Each of these customs has been sustained and acted on 
by the English courts, and Judge Lowell has decided in 
accordance with still a third, which gives the whale to the 
vessel whose iron first remains in it, provided claim be made 
before cutting in.^ The ground as put by Lord Mansfield 
is simply that, were it not for such customs, there must be 
a sort of warfare perpetually subsisting between the adven¬ 
turers.* If courts adopt different rules on similar facts, 
according to the point at which men will fight in the 

* Sogers v. Spence, 13 M. & W. 679, 581. 

* Webh V. Fox, 7 T. R. 391, 397. 

* Fennvngs^y, Lord Orenvilk, 1 Taunt. 241 ; LiUledale v. Scaith, ib. 
248, n. (a) ; ct Sogarth v. JoucTcwn, M. & M. 68 ; Skiwner t. Chapinan^ 

ib. 59 , n. 

* V. Cfiffbrdf 2 Lowdl, 110, 


B 1 Taunt. 248. 
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B^eral cases, it tends, so faj* as it goes, to shake ah a 
priori theoiy of the matter. 

Those who see in the history of law the formal expres¬ 
sion of the development of society will be apt to think 
that the proximate ground of law must be empirieJal, even 
when that ground is the fact that a certain ideal or theoiy 
of government is generally entertained. Law, being a 
practical thing, must found itself on actual forces. It is 
quite enough, therefore, for the law, that man, by an in¬ 
stinct which he shares with the domestic dog, and of which 
the seal gives a most striking example, will not allow him¬ 
self to be dispossessed, either by force or fraud, of what he 
holds, without trying to get it back again.^ Philosophy 
may find a hundred reasons to justify the instinct, but it 
would be totally immaterial if it should condemn it and 
bid us surrender without a murmur. As long as the in¬ 
stinct remains, it will be more comfortable for the law to 
satisfy it in an orderly manner, than to leave people to 
themselves. If it should do otherwise, it would become a 
matter for ped.agogues, wholly devoid of reality, 

I think we are noAv in a position to begin the analysis of 
possession. It will be instructive to say a word in the 
first place upon a preliminary questign which has been de¬ 
bated with much zeal in Germany. Is possession a fact or 
a right ? This (]uestion must be takqn to mean, by posses¬ 
sion and right, what the law means by those words, and 
not something else which philosophers or moralists may 
mean by them ; "for as lawyers we have nothing to do with 
either, except in a legal sense. If this had always been 
borne steadily in mind, the question would lordly have 
been asked. 

» Cf, Woke, Eyolutio^ of Morality, Part I. ch. 4, pp. 290 et wq. 
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A legal right is nothing but a permission to exercise cer¬ 
tain natural powers, and ujxjn certain conditions to obtain 
protection, restitution, or compensation by the aid of tiie 
public force. Just so far as the aid of the public force is 
given a man, he has a legal right, and this right is the same 
whether his claim is founded in righteousness or iniquity. 
Just so far as possession is protected, it is as much a source 
of legal rights as ownership is when it secures the same 
protection. 

Every right is a consequence attaclicd by the law to one 
or more facts which the law defines, and wherever the 
law gives any one special rights not shared by the body of 
the pc{)plc, it docs so ()ii tlie ground tliat certain special 
facts, not true of the rest of tlic >vorI<l, are true of him. 
When a group of facts tluis singled out by the law exists in 
the case of a given person, he is said to be entitled to the 
corresponding rights ; moaning, thereby, that the law helps 
him to constrain his iieiglibors, or some of them, in a way 
in which it would not, if all the facts in question were not 
true of him. Hence, any word which denotes such a group 
of facts connotes the rights attached to it by way of legal 
consequences, and any word which denotes the rights at¬ 
tached to a group of ofacts connotes the group of facts in 
like manner. 

The word possession ” denotes such a group of facts. 
Hence, when we say of a man that he has possession, we 
affirm directly that all the facts of a certain group are true 
of him, and we convey indirectly or by implication that the 
law will give him the advantage of the situation. Con¬ 
tract, or Ffoperty, or any other substsmtive notion of the 
law, may be analyzed in the same way, and should be 
treated in the same order. The only difference is, that. 
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while possession denotes the facts and connotes the con¬ 
sequence^ property always, and contract with more un¬ 
certainty and oscillation, denote the consequence and 
connote the facts. When we say that a man owns a 
thing, we affirm directly that he has the benefit of the con¬ 
sequences attached to a certain group of facts, and, by 
implication, that the facts are true of him. The important 
thing to grasj) is, that each of tliese legal compounds, pos¬ 
session, property, and contract, is to be analyzed into fiict 
and right, antecedent and consequent, in like manner as 
every other. It is wholly immaterial that one element is 
accented by one word, and the oilier by the other two. 
We are not studying etymology, but law. There are al¬ 
ways two things to be asked : first, what arc the facts 
which make Up the group in question ; and then, what are 
the consequences attached by the law to that group. The 
former generally ofiers the only difficulties. 

Hence, it is almost tautologous to say that the protec¬ 
tion which the law attaches by way of conseiiueuce to 
possession, is as truly a right in a legal souse as Ihose 
consequences which arc attached to adverse holding for 
the period of prescription, or to a promise for value or 
under seal. If the statement is aided by dramatic rein¬ 
forcement, I may add that possessory rights pass by de¬ 
scent or devise, as well as by conveyj^nce,^ and that they 
are taxed as property in some of the States.^ 

We are now ready to analyze possession as understood 
by the common Iftw. In order to discover the facts which 
constitute it, it will be found best to study them at the mo¬ 
ment when possession is first gained. For then ^ey must 

1 Asher v, Whitlock^ L. R. 1 Q. B. 1. 

* People V. Shearer, 30 Cal. 646. 
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all be present in the same way that both consideration and 
promise must be present at the moment of making a con¬ 
tract. But when we turn to the continuance of possessory 
rights, or, as is commonly said, the continuance of posses¬ 
sion, it will be agreed by all schools that less than all the 
facts required to call those rights into being need continue 
presently true in order to keep them alive. • 

To gain possession, then, a man must stand in a certain 
physical relation to the object and to the rest of the world, 
and must have a certain intent. These relations and this 
intent are the facts of which we are in search. 

The physical relation to others is simply a relation of 
manifested power coextensive with the intent, and will need 
to have but little said about it when the nature of the in¬ 
tent is settled. When*I come to the latter, I shall not 
attempt a similar analysis to that which has been pursued 
with regard to intent as an element of liability. For the 
principles developed as to intent in that connection have 
no relation to the present subject, and any such analysis 
so far as it did not foil would be little more than a discus¬ 
sion of evidence. The intent inquired into here must be 
overtly manifested, perhaps, but all theories of the grounds 
on which possession is protected would seem to agree in 
leading to the requirement that it should be actual, sub- 
' ject, of course, to the necessary limits of legal investiga¬ 
tion. 

But, besides our power and intent as towards our fel¬ 
low-men, there must be a certain degree of power oVer the 
object. If there were only one other man in the world, 
and he was safe under lock and key in jail, the person hav¬ 
ing the kify would not possess the swallows that flew ovfjr 
the prison, This clement is illustrated by cases of capture^ 
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al^ough no doubt the point at which the line is drawn is 
affected by consideration of the degree of power obtained 
as against other people, as well as by that which hds been 
gained over the object. The Koinan and the common law 
agree that, in general, fresh pursuit of wild animals does 
not give the pursuer the rights of possession. Until es¬ 
cape has been made impossible by some means, another 
may step in and kill or catch and carry off the game if he 
can. Thus it has been held that an action does not lie 
against a person for killing and taking a fox which had 
been pursued by another, and was then actually in the 
view of the person who had originally found, started, and 
chased it.^ The C^urt of Queen's Bench even went so far 
as to decide, notwithstanding a verdict the other way, that 
when fish were nearly surrounded by a seine, with an open¬ 
ing of seven fathoms between the ends, at which point 
boats were stationed to frighten them from escaping, they 
were not reduced to possession as against a stranger who 
rowed in through the opening and helped himself.^ But 
the difference between the power over the object which is 
sufficient for possession, and that which is not, is clearly 
one of degree only, and the line may be drawn at different 
places at different times on grounds just referred to. Thus 
we are told that the legislature of *New York enacted, in 
1844, that any one who started and pursued deer in certain 
counties of that State should be doomed in possession of 
the ganie so long as he continued in fresh pursuit of it,® 
and to that extent modified the New York decisions just 
cited. So, while Justinian decided that a wild beast so 


2 Kent's Comm. 849, citing Pienton v. Poatf 3 Gainey (N.» Y.) 176; 
JSUafer V. Newkirk, 20 Johnson, (N. Y.) 76. 

* YoWiig V. Hichens, 6 Q. 11 606. 

* 2 Kent’s Comm. 349, n. (d). 
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badly wounded that it might easily be taken must be 
actually taken before it belongs to the captors,' Judge 
Lowell, with equal reason, has upheld the contrary custom 
of the American whalemen in the Arctic Ocean, mentioned 
above, which gives a whale to the vessel whose iron first 
remains in it, pro\ided claim be made before cutting in.* , 

We may pass from the physical relation to the object 
with these few examples, because it cannot often come 
into consideration excei)t in tlic case of living and wild 
things. And so we conic to the intent, which is the really 
troublesome matter. It is just here that we find the Ger¬ 
man jurists unsatisfactory, for reasons which I have al¬ 
ready explained. The best known theories have been 
framed as theories of the German interpretation of the 
Roman law, under the influence of some form of Kantian 
or post-Kantian philosophy. The type of Roman posses¬ 
sion, according to German opinion, was that of an owner, 
or of one on his way to become owner. Following this 
out, it was said by Savigny, the only writer on the subject 
with whom English readers arc generally acquainted, that 
the animus domini, or intent to deal with the thing as 
owner, is in general necessary to turn a mere physical 
detention into juridical possession.^ We need not stop to 
inquire whether this modern form or the yjru^ Beenro- 
^ovro<} {animus dominantis, animus dominandi) of Thc- 
ophilus * and the Greek sources is more exact; for either 
excludes, as the civilians and canonists do, and as the 

1 Inst 2. 1, § 13. *■ 

a Stoi/l V. Gifford, 2 Lowell, 110. 

• Savigny, II. d. Besitzes, § 21. 

* II. 9, § III. 29, § 2. AniviAis domini will be ustid here as shortly 
indicating the general nature of the intent required even by those who 
deny the fitness of the expression, and especially because Savigny’s opinion 
is that which has been adopted by English writers. 
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Gerroan theories must, most bailees and tennors from the 
list of possessors.^ 

The effect of this exclusion as interpreted by the Kant¬ 
ian philosophy of law, has been to- lead the German 
lawyers to consider the intent necessjiry to possession as 
primarily self-regarding. Their pliilosophy teaches them 
that a man’s physical power over an object is protected 
because he has the wdll to make it his, and it has thus 
become a part of his very self, the external manifestation 
of his freedom.^ The will of the y)()sscssor being thus con¬ 
ceived as self-regtirding, the intent with wliich he must 
hold is pretty clear: he must htild for his own benefit. 
Furthermore, the sclt^egardiiig intent must go to the 
height of an intent to appropriatefor otherwise, it seems 
to be implied, the object would not truly be brought 
under the personality of the possessor. 

The grounds for rejecting the criteria of the Roman law 
have been shown above. Let us begin afresh. Legal 
duties arc logically antecedent to legal rights. What 
may be their relation to moral rights if there are any, and 
whether moral rights arc not in like manner logically the 
offspring of moral duties, are questions which do not con¬ 
cern us here. These are fetr the phih)sophcr, who ap¬ 
proaches the law from without as part of a larger series 
of human manifestations. The business of the jurist is to 
make known the content of the la^"; that is, to work 
upon it from within, or logically, arranging and distribut¬ 
ing it, in order, frtjin its summitm geMus to its infima species, 
BO far as practicable. Legal duties then come before legal 

1 Of. Bruns, R. d, Bftsitzes, 413, and ib. 469, 474, 49#, 494, 505; 
Windscheid, Pand. § 149, n. 5 (p. 447, 4th e<l.) ; Piichta, lubt § 226. 

2 Suprttf p. 207 ; 2 Puchtsi, Inst. § 226 (5th ed.), px). 545, 646. 
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rights. To put it more broadly, and avoid the word duty, 
which is open to objection, the direct working of the law 
is to limit freedom of action or choice on the part of a * 
greater ot less number of persons in certain specified ways; 
while the power of removing or enforcing this limitation 
which is generally confided to certain other private per¬ 
sons, or, in other words, a right corresponding to the bur¬ 
den, is not a necessary or universal correlative. Again, a 
large part of the advantages enjoyed by one who has a 
ri^ht are not created by tlic law. The law does not en¬ 
able me to use or abuse this book which lies before me. 
That is a physical power which I have without the aid 
of the law. What the law docs is simply to prevent other 
men to a greater or less extent from interfering with my 
use or abuse. And tliis analysis and example apply to the 
case of possession, as well as to ownership. 

Such being the direct working of the law in the case of 
possession, one would think that the animus or intent 
most nearly parallel, to its movement wrmld be the intent 
of which we arc in search. If what the law docs is to 
exclude others from interfering with the object, it would 
seem that the intent which the law should require is an 
intent to exclude others. I believe that such an intent is 

* I 

all that the common law deems needful, and that on prin¬ 
ciple no more should be required. 

It may be asked Vfhether this is not simply the animus 
domini looked at from the other side. If it were, it would 
nevertheless be better to look at the frUnt of the shield 
than at the reverse. But it is not the same if we give to 
the animus domini the meaning which the Germans give 
it, and which denies possession to bailees in general. The 
intent to appropriate or deal with a thing as owner can 
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hardly exist without au intent to exclude others^ and some¬ 
thing more; but the latter may very well be where there 
is no intent to hold as owner. A tenant for years intends 
to exclude all persons, including the owner, until the end 
of his term; yet he has not the animus domini in the 
sense explained. Still less has a bailee with a lien, who 
does not even mean to use, but only to detain the thing for 
payment. But, further, the common law protects a bailee 
against strangers, when it would not protect him against 
the owner, as in the case of a deposit or other baUnient 
tenninable at pleasure ; and we may therefore say that the 
intent even to exclude need not be so extensive as would 
be implied in the animus domini. If a bailee intends to 
exclude strangers to the title, it is enough for possession 
under our law, although he is perfectly ready to give the 
thing up to its owner at any moment; while it is of the 
essence of the (Jernian view that the intent must not be 
relative, but an •absolute, self-regarding intent to take the 
benefit of the thing. Again, if the motives or wishes, and 
even the intentions, most present to the mind of a posses¬ 
sor, were all self-regarding, it would not follow that the 
intent toward others was not the important thing in the 
analysis of the law. But, as we have "seen, a depositary is 
a true possessor under the common-law theory, although 
his intent is not self-regarding, and he^olds solely for the 
benefit of the owner. 

There is a class of cases besides those of bailees and 
tenants, which will probably, although not necessarily, be 
decided one way or the other, as we adopt the test of an 
infient, to exclude, or of the animus domini. Biridges v. 
Hemkesworth^ will serve as a starting-point. There, 

t 16 Jur. 1079 ; 21 L. J. Q. B. 75 ; 7 Eng. L. & Eq. 424. 
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a pocket-book was dropped on the floor of a shop by a 
customer, and picked iip by another customer before the 
shopkeeper knew of it. Common-law judges and civilians 
would agree that the finder got possession first, and so 
could keep it as against the shopkeeper. For the shop¬ 
keeper, not knowing of the thing, could not have the intent 
to appropriate it, and, having invited the public to his 
shop, he could not have the intent to exclude them from it. 
But suppose the pocket-book had been dropped in a pri¬ 
vate room, how should the case be decided ? Tliere can 
be, no animus domini unless the thing is known of; but 
an intent to exclude others from it may be contained in 
the larger intent to exclude others from the place where 
it is, without any knowledge of the object’s existence. 

In McAvoy v. Medina^ a pocket-book had been left 
upon a barber’s table, and it was held that the barber had 
a better right than the finder. The opinion is rather ob¬ 
scure. It takes a distinction between things voluntarily 
placed on a table and things dropped on the floor, and may 
possibly go on the ground that, when the owner leaves a 
thing in that way, there is an implied request to the shop¬ 
keeper to guard it, which will give him a better right 
than one who actually finds it before him. This is rather 
strained, however, and the court perhaps thought that 
the barber had possession as soon as the customer left the 
shop. A little later, in a suit for a reward offered to the 
finder of a pocket-book, brought by one who discovered it 
where the owner liad left it, on a desk for the use of cus¬ 
tomers in a bank outside the teller’s counter, the same 
court said that this was not the finding of a lost article, 
and that the occupants of the banking house, and not 

» 11 AUen, 648. 
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the plaintijQT, were the proper depositaries of an article so 
left.” ^ This language might seem to imply that the plain¬ 
tiff jvas not the person who got possession first after the 
defendant, and tliat, ^though the floor of a shop may be 
likened to a street, the public are to be deemed excluded 
from the shop’s desks, counters, and tables except for the 
specific use permitted. I^erhaps, however, the case only 
decides that the pocket-book was not lost within the con¬ 
dition of the offer, 

I should not have thought it safe to draw any conclusion 
firom wreck cases in England, which arc mixed up with 
questions of prescription and other rights. But the precise 
point seems to have been adjudicated here. For it has 
been held that, if a stick of timber comes ashore on a 
man’s land, he thereby acquires a “ right of possession ” as 
against an actual finder who enters for the purpose of re¬ 
moving it.^ A right of ]>ossession is said to be enough 
for trespass; but the court seems to have meant posses¬ 
sion by the plirtise, inasmuch as Chief Justice Shaw states 
the question to be which of the parties had “ the prefer¬ 
able claim, by mere naked possession, without other title,” 
and as there docs not seem to have been any right of pos¬ 
session in the case unless there was. actual possession. 

Ill a criminal case, the property in iron taken from the 
bottom of a canal by a stranger was held well laid in the 
canal company, although it does not^ippcar that the com¬ 
pany knew of it,^or had any lien upon it.^ 

^ Kincaid V, Eaton, 98 Mass. 139. 

* Barker v. Bates, 18 Pick. 255, 257, 261 ; Proctor v, Adams, 113 
Mass. 376, 377 ; 1 Bl. Comm. 297, Shar^w. ed., n. 14. Cf. Blades v. 
Hi^s, 13 C. B. N. B. 844, 847, 848, 850, 851 ; 11 H. L. C. 6$1; Smiths. 
SkniOt, Strange, 955. 

• Beg. V. Howe, Bell, C. C. 93. 
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The only intent concerning the thing discoverable in 
such instances is the general intent which the occupant of 
land has to exclude the public from the land, and thusy as 
a consequence, to exclude them from what is upon it. 

The Roman lawyers would probably have decided all 
these cases differently, although they cannot be supposed 
to have worked out the refined theories which have been 
built upon their remains.^ 

I may here return to the case of goods in a chest deliv¬ 
ered under lock and key, or in a bale, and the like. It is a 
rule of the criminal law, that, if a bailee of such a chest or 
bale wrongfully sells the entire chest or bale, he does not 
commit larceny, but if he breaks bulk he does, because 
in the former case he does not, and in the latter he 
docs, commit a trespass.^ The reason sometimes offered 
is, that, by breaking bulk, the bailee determines the bail¬ 
ment, and that the goods at once revest in the possession 
of the bailor. This is, perhaps, an unnecessary, as well as 
inadequate fiction.^ The rule comes from the Year Books, 
and the theory of the Year Books was, that, although the 
chest was delivered to the bailee, the goods inside of it 
were not, and this theory was applied to civil as well as 
criminal cases. The bailor has the power and intent to 
exelude the bailee from the goods, and therefore may be 
said to be in possession of them as against the bailee.* 

1 See, as to treasure hidden in another’s land, D. 41. 2. 44, pr,; D,40. 
4. 15. Note the dilferent opinions in D. 41. 2. 3, § 3. . 

3 3 Inst. 107 ; 1 Hale, P. C. 504, 505 ; 2 Bishop, Criin. Law, §§ 834, 860 
(6th ed.). 

* Jteg. V. Middleton^ L. R. 2 C. C. 38, 65. Cf. Halliday v. 

L. R. 3 Ex. 302. 

* Cf, Y. B. 8 Ed. II. 275 ; Fitzh. Abr. Detinw, pi. 59; Y, B. 18 Ed. 
IV. 9, pi. 5 ; Keilway, 160, pi. 2 ; Merry v. OreeUf 7 M. & W. 623, 630. 
It may not be necessary to go quite so far, however, and these cases littt 
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On tlie other hand, a case in Rhode Island^ is against 
the view here taken. A man bought a safe, and then, 
wishing to sell it again, sent it to the defendant, and gave 
him leave to keep his books in it until sold. The defend¬ 
ant found some bank-notes stuck in a crevice' of the safe, 
which eoming to the plaintiff’s cars he demanded the safe 
auS the money. The defendant sent back the safe, but 
refused to give up the money, and the court sustained him 
in his refusal. I venture to think this decision wrong. 
Nor would my opinion be changed by assuming, what the 
report does not make perfectly clear, that the defendant 
received the safe as bailee, and not as servant or agent, 
and that his permission to use the safe was general. The 
argument of the court goes on the plaintiff’s not being a 
finder. The questiem is whether he need be. It is hard 
to believe that, if the defendant had stolen the bills from 
the safe while it was in the owner’s hands, the property 
could not have been laid in the safe-owner,^ or that the 
latter could not have maintained trover for them if con- 
verted under those circumstances. Sir James Stephen 
seems to have drawn a similar conclusion from Cartwright 
V. Green and Merry v. Green but I believe that no 
warrant for it can be found in the (vises, and still less for 
the reason suggested. 

It will be understood, however, that Durfee v. Jones is 
perfectly consistent with the view h^re maintained of the 

relied on as establis^g the theory. For wrong explanations, see 2 East, 
P. C. 69d. 

1 Dwrfee v. Jones^ 11 R. I. 688. t 

* Beg. V. Rovoe^ Bell, C. C. 93, stated above. 

• 8 Ves. 405 ; 7 M. & W. 623 ; Stephen, Oriin- Law, Art..«C81, III, (4), 
p. 197. He says, “because [the owner of the salVJ canuot be presumed to 
intend to act as the owner of it when he discovers it," — a reason drawn 
from Savigny, but not fitted to the English law, as has been shown. 

15 
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general nature of the necessary intent, and that it only 
touches the subordinate question, whether the intent to 
exclude must be directed to the specific thing, or be 
even unconsciously included in a larger intent, as I am in¬ 
clined to believe. 

Thus far, nothing has been said with regard, to the 
custody of servants. It is a well-known doctrine of the 
criminal law, that a sei'vant who criminally converts prop¬ 
erty of liis master intrusted to him and in his custody as 
servant, is* guilty of theft, because he is deemed to have 
taken the property from his masters possession. This 
is equivalent to saying that a servant, having the cus¬ 
tody of his master's property as servant, has not posses¬ 
sion of that property, and it is so stated in the Year 
Books. ^ 

The anomalous distinction according to which, if the ser¬ 
vant receives the thing from another person for his master, 
the servant has tlie possession, and so cannot commit theft,^ 
is made more rational by the old cases. For the distinction 
taken in them is, that, while the servant is in the house or 
with his master, the latter retains possession, but if he de¬ 
livers his horse to liis servant to ride to market, or gives 
him a bag to carry tu London, then the thing is out of the 
master’s possession and in the servant’s.® In this more in¬ 
telligible form, the rule would not now prevail. But one 
half of it, that a gikist at a tavern has not possession of 
the plate with which he is served, is no doubt still law, 

1 Y. B. 13 Eil. IV. 9, 10, pi. 5 ; 21 Hen. VII. 14, pi. 21. Cf. 3 Hen. 
VII. 12, pi. 9; Steph, Ohn. Law, Art. 297, and App., note xvii. 

* Steph. Trim. Law, Art. 297, and App., note xni. p. 882. It may be 
doubted whether th«i old law would have sanctioned the rule in this form. 
E. N. B. 91 K ; Y. B. 2 Ed. IV. 13, pi. 7. 

» Y. B. 21 Hen. VII. 14, pi. 21 ; 13 Co. Rep. 89. 
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for guests in general arc lil^ened to servants in their legd 
position,^ 

There are few English decisions, outside the criminal 
law, on the question whether a servant has possession. 
But the Year Books do not suggest any difference be¬ 
tween civil and criminal cases, and there is an almost 
udbroken tradition of courts and approved writers that 
he has not, in any case. A master has maintained tres¬ 
pass against a servant for converting cloth wliich ho was 
employed to sell,'-^ and the American cases go the full 
length of the old doctrine. It has often been remarked 
that a servant must be distinguished from a bailee. 

But it may be asked how the denial of possession to 
servants can be made to agree with the test proposed, 
and it will be said with truth that the servant has as 
much the intent to exclude the world at large as a bor¬ 
rower, The law of servants is unquestionably at variance 
with that test; and there can be no doubt that those who 
have built their theoric^s upon the Komau law have been 
led by this fact, coupled with the Roman doctrine as to 
bailees in general, to seek the formula of reconciliation 
where they have. But, in truth, the exception with re¬ 
gard to servants stands on purely Ipstorical grounds. A 
servant is denied possession, not from any peculiarity of 
intent with regard to the things in his custody, either 
towards his master or other people, by which he is distm- 

^ They have heeii^ said to he a part of the family pro hoc vice. SotUJieote 
r. Stanley, 1 H. & N. 247, 260. Cf. Y. B. 2 Hen. IV. 18, pi. 6. 

* Moore, 248, pi. 392; s. o., Owen, 52 ; F. H. B. 91 E; 2 Bl. Comm. 
896; 1 H. Bl. 81, 84; 1 Chitty, PI. 170 (1st ed.); Dicey, Parties, 868; 
9 Mass. 104 ; 7 Cowen, 294 ; 3 S. & R. 20 ; 13 Iredell, 18 f 6 Barb. 362, 
and cases cited. Borne of the American cases have been denied, on the 
ground that the custodian was not a .seiwant. Cf. Holiday v. Hicks, Gro, 
Elis. 688, 661, 746; Drape v. Th^/yar, Popham, 178,-179. 
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guished from a depositajj, but simply as one of the inci¬ 
dents of his status. It is familiar that the status of a 
servant maintains many marks of the time when he uras a 
slave. The liability of the master for his torts is one in¬ 
stance. The present is another. A slave’s possession was 
his owner’s possession on the practical ground of the own¬ 
er’s power over him,^ and from the fact that the slave had 
no standing before the law. The notion that his person¬ 
ality was merged in that of his family head survived the 
era of emancipation. 

I have shown in the first Lecture ^ that agency arose out 
of the earlier relation in the Roman law, through the ex¬ 
tension pro hoc vice to a freeman of conceptions derived 
from that source. The same is true, I think, of our 
own law, the later development of which seems to have 
been largely under Roman influence. As late as Black- 
stone, agents appear under the general head of servants, 
and the first precedents cited for the peculiar law of agents 
were cases of master and servant. Blackstone’s language 
is worth quoting: There is yet a fourth species of ser* 
vants, if they may be so called, being ratlier in a superior, 
a ministerial capacity ; such as stewardsy factors, and hai^ 
liffs: whom, however, the law considers as servants pro 
tempore, with regard to such of their acts as affect their 
master’s or employer’s property.” * 

1 Bracton, fol. ^ a, § 12 a, 17 a, Cap. V. ad jin,y 25 hy ete.; 

Pachta, Inst. § 228. 

3 See also 7 Am. Law Kev. 62 et seq.; 10 Am. LAw Rev. 431; 2 Kent, 
Comm. (12th ed.), 260, n. 1. 

* 1 Comm. 427. Cf. Preface to Paley on Agency. Faetdrs are always 
called servants in the old books, see, e. g., WoodHfe's Gnse, Owen, 67; 
Holiday v. *^Hicks, Cro. Eliz. 638 ; Southcote’s CaaCy 4 Co. Rep. 83 6, 84 a} 
Southern v. How, Cro. Jac. 468 ; St. 21 Jac. I., c. 16, § 8; Mortus v. Slue, 
SKeble, 72. As to bailids, see Bract. 26 h, ** RestUuat domino, nd ser» 
etc.; Y. B. 7 Hen. IV. 14, pi. 18. 
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It is very true that in modem t^mes many of the effects 
of either relation — master and servant or principal and 
agent — may be accounted for as the result of acts done 
by the master himself. If a man tells another to make a 
contract in his narae^ or commands him to commit a tort, 
no special conception is needed to explain why he is 
hel3 ; although even in such cases, where the intermediate 
party was a freeman, the conclusion was not reached until 
the law had become somewhat mature. But, if the title 
Agency deserves to stand in the law at all, it must be be¬ 
cause some peculiar consequences are attached to the fact 
of the relation. If the mere power to bind a principal to 
an authorized contract were all, we might as well have a 
chapter on ink and paper as on agents. But it is not all. 
Even in the domain of contract, we find the striking doc¬ 
trine that an undisclosed principal has the rights as well as 
the obligations of a known contractor, — that he can be 
sued, and, more remarkable, can sue on his agent^s contract. 
The first precedent cited for the proposition that a promise 
to an agent may be laid as a promise to the principal, is a 
case of master and servant.^ 

As my present object is only to show the meaning of the 
doctrine of identification in its bearing^ u{>on the theory of 
possession, it would be out of place to consider at any 
length how far that doctrine must be invoked to explain 
the liability of principals for their agents’ torts, or whether 
a more reasonable rule governs other cases than that ap¬ 
plied where the actor has a tolerably defined status as a 

1 Pal«y, Agency, c. 4, § 1, citing OodLolt, 360. See, further, F. N. B. 
120, G ; Fitzh. Ahr. Ddlc, pi. 3 ; Y. B. 8 E«l. IV. 11, pi. 9. yiiese rules 
seem to he somewhat modern even as to servants. The liahility of a master 
for debts contracted by his servant is very naiTOWly limited in the earlier 
Year Books. 
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servant. I allow myself a few words, because I shall not 
be able to return to the subject. 

If the liability of a master for the torts of bis seiwant 
had hitherto been recognized by the courts as the decaying 
remnant of an obsolete institution, it would not be surpris¬ 
ing to find it confined to the cases settled by ancient pre¬ 
cedent. But such has not been the fact. It has been 
extended to new relations by analogj^' It exists where the 
principal does not stand in the relation of paterfamilias to 
the actual wrong-doer.^ A man may be held for another 
where the relation was of such a transitory nature as to 
exclude the conception of status, as for the negligence of 
another person’s servant momentarily acting for the defend¬ 
ant, or of a neighbor helping him as a volunteer; ® and, so 
far as known, no principal has ever escaped on the ground 
of the dignity of his agent's employment.^ The courts ha¬ 
bitually speak as if the same rules applied to brokers and 
other agents, as to servants properly so called.® Indeed, it 

m 

1 I am inclined to think that this extension has been largely due to the 
influence of the Roman law. Sec Lecture 1. p. 20, n. 1, and observe the 
part which the precedents as to lire (e. g., Y, B. 2 Hen. IV. 18, pi. 6) 
have played in shaping the modem doctrine of mfister and servant. Tuher- 
ville V, Stampe, 1 Ld. Raym. 264 (where Lord Holt's examples are from 
the Roman law); Brutkcit-y. Frow^nt, 6 T. R. 659 ; M'Mantes v. Crickettf 
1 East, 106 ; Pattetx v. Rea, 2 C. B. N. s. 606. In Southern v. How, Pop- 
ham, 143, Doctor and Student is referred to for the general principles of 
liability. Doctor and Student statc‘s Roman law. See, further. Boson v. 
Sandford, 1 Shower, 101,^02. 

* Bac. Abr. Master and Servant, K; Smith, Master and Servant (8d ed.), 
260, n. (t). 

* Clapp V. Kemp, 122 Muss. 481 ; Mitrray v. Currie, L. R, 6 C. P. 24, 
28 ; Hill V. Morey, 26 Vt. 178. 

* See, e. g., Patten v. Rea, 2 C. B. n. s. 606 ; Bolingbroke v. Swindon 
Local BowM, L. R. 9 C'. P. 675. 

^ Freeman v. Rosher, 13 Q. B. 780, 785 ; QautUUU v. Kin^, 3 C. ,B. 
N..8. 69; Hascler v. Lemoyne, 28 L. J. C. P. 103 ; Collett v. Foster, 2 H. 
& N. 356 ; Barwick v. English Joint. Stock Batik, L. R. 2 Ex. 269, 266, 
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has been laid down in terms, that the liability of employ¬ 
ers is not confined to the case of servants,^ althougli the 
usual cases are, of course, those of menial servants, and the 
like, who could not pay a large verdict. 

On the other hand, if the ])ccuJiar doctrines of agency 
are anomalous, and form, as T believe, the vanishing point 
of "the servile status, it may well happen that common 
sense will refuse to cany them out to their furthest appli¬ 
cations. Such conflicts between tradition and the instinct 
of justice we may sec upon the (luestion of identifying a 
principal who knows the truth with an agent who makes 
a false representation, in order to make out a fraud, as in 
Cornfoot V. Foivke,^ or upon that as to the liability of a 
principal for the frauds of his agent discussed in many 
English cases.® But, so long as the fiction which makes 
the root of a master’s liability is left alive, it is as hopeless 
to reconcile the diflferences by logic as to square the circle. 

In an article in the American Law Review^ ^ I referred 

286 ; Lucas v. Mason, L. li. 10 Ex. 2r)l, 20-1, last paragraph ; Mackny v. 
Comm.ercial Bank of Nno Bruns n'ii'l, Ti. K. .5 P. (.\ 411, 412. So as 

to partners, 3 Kent’s Counn. (12th e<l.), 4G, notes {d) & 1. 

^ Bt(sh V. Stemman, 1 B. & P. 404, 409. 

2 6 M. & W. 358. Cf. UdrMv. Atherton, 7 H. & N. 172, 184, for a 
comment like that in the* text. Other gi‘oumls for the decision are imma¬ 
terial here. • 

® Mackay v. Oommerdal Bank of New Brunswirk, B. Jl. 5 P. C. 394 ; 
Barwick v, English Joint Stock Bank, L. It. 2 Ex. 259 ; JFestrrn Bank of 
Scotland v. Addie, L. Tl. 1 H. L. Sc. 145 ; 2 Kent (12lh cd.), 616, n. 1 ; 
Svdft V. Jewshunj, L. R. 9 Q B. 301, ove^uling m c, mb nom. Swift 
V. Wintcrhothani, E. R. 8 Q. B. 244 ; JS*'cir v. BrJl, 3 Ex. J). 238, 244. 
The objections wliifli Baron Bi-ninwell mentions (L. R. 9 Q. B. 315) to 
"holding one man liable for tlie friinds of another, are objections to the 
peculiar comsequcnces uttaehing to the relation of master and servant in 
general, and have been urged in that more general form by the same 
learned judge. 12 Am. Law Rev. 197, 200 ; 2 H. & N. 3?i6, 361. See 
7 Am. I.iaw Rev. 61, 62. 

* 7 Am. Law Rev. 63 (Oct. 1872). 
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to aril expression of Godefroi with regard to agents; mdem 
est persorta domini et procuratoris,^ This notion of a fic¬ 
titious unity of person has been pronounced a darkening 
of counsel in a recent useful work.® But it receives £he 
sanction of Sir Henry Maine,® and I believe that it must 
stand as expressing an important aspect of the law, if, as I 
have tried to show, there is no adequate and complete 
explanation of the modern law, except by the survival in 
practice of rules which lost their true meaning when the 
objects of them ceased to be slaves. There is no trouble 
in understanding what is meant by saying that a slave has 
no legal standing, but is absorbed in the family which his 
master represents before the law. The meaning seems 
equally clear when we say that a free servant, in his 
relations as such, is in many respects likened by the law 
to a slave (not, of course, to his own detriment as a free¬ 
man). The next step is simply tliat others not servants in 
a general sense may be treated as if servants in a particular 
connection. This is the progress of ideas as shown us by 
history ; and this is what is meant by saying that the char¬ 
acteristic feature whicli justifies agency as a title of the 
law is the absorption pro hac vice of the agent's legal 
individuality in that of his principal. 

If this were carried but logically, it would follow that an 

agent constituted to hold possession in his principal’s name 

would not be regarded as having the legal possession, or as 

entitled to trespass, but, after what has been said, no 

opinion can be expressed whether the law would go so far, 

unless it is shown by precedent.* The nature of the case 

* 

^ D, 44. 2. 4, note 17, Elzevir ed. * Hunter’s Homan Law, 43L 

• Ancient Hist, of In.st. 235. 

* Cf. OilhM V. Ball, Q Penn. St. 13 ; Craig v. Oilbreth» 47 Me. 416; 
NichoUon V. Kmwle$, 5 Mjuldoclj;, 47; Williams v. PoU, L, B. 12 Eq;. 149j 
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put will be observed. It is that of an agent constituted 
for the very point and purpose of possession. A bailee 
may be an agent for some other purpose. A free servant 
may*be made a bailee. But the bailee holds in his own 
name, as we say, following the Roman idiom, and the ser¬ 
vant or ^ent holding as such docs not. 

It would hardly be worth while, if space allowed, to 
search the books on this subject, because of the great con¬ 
fusion of language to be found in them. It has been said, 
for instance, in this connection, that a carrier is a servant 
while nothing can be clearer than that, while goods are in 
his custody, they are in his possession.^ So where goods 
remain in the custody of a vendor, appropriation to the con¬ 
tract and acceptance have been confounded with delivery.® 
Our law has adopted the Roman doctrine,^ that there may 
be a delivery, that is, a change of possession, by a cliange in 
the chamcter in which the vendor holds, but has not always 
imitated the caution of the ciyilians with regard to what 
amounts to such a change.^ Bailees are constantly spoken 
of as if they were agents to possess, — a confusion made 

Adams v. /ones, 12 Ad. & £1. 455; Bracton, fol. 2S 5, 42 5, 43. And com¬ 
pare with the passage cited above from Blackstone: “Possidet, enjus nomine 
pOBsidetnr, procurator aliente possession! pnestat ministerium.” D. 41. 2. 
18 , pr. ^ 

1 Wa/rdy. Macaulay^ 4 T.,R. 489, 490. Cf. as to factors supra^ p.228. 

* BemAJtsm v. Strang, L. R. 3 Ch. 588, 690. 

* Blackburn, Sale, 38 ; Marvin v. Wallis, 6 El. & Bl. 726. 

* D. 41. 2.18, pr. “Quod meo nomine posijirleo, possum alieno nomine 

possidere : nec euiiu iiiuto mihi causam possessioiiis, sed desiuo possidere et 
aliom possessorem mgJiisteiio meo facio. Nec idem est possidere et alieno 
nomine possidere: nam possidet, enjus nomine possidetur, procurator 
aliensB poasessioni prsestat ministeriuin.” Thus showing that the vendor 
changed possession by bolding in the name of the purchaser, as his agent 
to possess. Of. Bracton, fol. 28 b. * 

* Windscheid, Pand. § 166, u. 8 a; 2 Kent (12th ed.), 492, u. 1 (a). It 
ahoald be kept in mind also that the Roman law denied possession to bailees. 
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earner by the fact that they generally are agents for other 
purposes. Those cases which attribute possession to a 
transferee of goods in the hands of a middleman,^ without 
distinguishing whether the middleman holds in his own 
name or the buyer’s, are generally right in the result, no 
doubt, but have added to the confusion of thought upon 
the subject. ^ 

German writers are a little apt to value a theory of pos¬ 
session somewhat in proportion to the breadth of the dis¬ 
tinction which it draws between juridical possession and 
actual detention; but, from the point of view taken here, 
it will be seen that the grounds for denying possession and 
the possessory remedies to servants and agents holding as 
such — if, indeed, the latter have not those remedies — are 
merely historical, and that the general theory can only take 
account of the denial as an anomaly. It will also bo 
perceived that the ground on which servants and deposita¬ 
ries have been often likened to each other, namely, that 
they both hold for the’ benefit of another and not for them¬ 
selves, is^ wholly without influence on our law, which has 
always treated depositaries as having p^scssion; and is 
not the true explanation of the Roman doctrine, which 
did not decide either case upon that ground, and which de¬ 
cided each for reasons different from those on which it 
decided the other. 

It will now be easy to deal with the question of power 
as to third persons, 'fliis is naturally a power coextensive' 
with the intent. But we must bear in mfnd that the law 
deals only or mainly with manifested facts; and hence, 
when we speak of a power to exclude others, we mean no 
more than” a power which so appears in its inanifestariom 

1 See, e. g., Farina v. Homey 16 M. & W. 119, 128. 
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A powerful ruffian may be within equal reach and sight 
when a child picks up a pocket-book; but if he does noth¬ 
ings the child has manifested the needful power as well as 
if it had been backed by a hundred policemen. Thus 
narrowed, it might be suggested that the manifestation of 
power is only important as a manifestation of intent. But 
the two things are distinct, and the former becomes deci¬ 
sive when there are two contemporaneous and conflicting 
intents. Thus, where two parties, neither having title, 
claimed a crop of corn adversely to each other, and cul¬ 
tivated it alternately, and the plaintiff gathered and threw 
it in small piles in the same field, wlicrc it lay for a week, 
and then each party simultaneously began to carry it away, 
it was held the plaintiff had not gained possession.^ But 
if the first interference of the defendant had been after 
the gathering into piles, the plaintiff would probably have 
recovered.^ So where trustees possessed of a school¬ 
room put in a schoolmaster, and lui was afterwards dis¬ 
missed, but the next day (June . 30 ) re-entered by force; 
on the fourth of July he was required by notice to depart, 
and was not ejected until the eleventh ; it was considered 
that the schoolmaster never got possession as against the 
trustees.® 

* 

We are led, in this connection, to the subject of the con¬ 
tinuance of the rights acquired by gaining possession. To 
gain possession, it has been seen there must be certain 
physical relations, as explained, and a certain intent. It 
remains to be fhquired, how far these facts must continue 

^ McGahey v. Moore, 3 Ired. (N. C.) 35. 

* ReOideT V. Moody, 3 Jones, (N. C.) 372. Cf. basset v, Maynard, Cro. 

819, 820. 

• Browne v. Dawson, 12 A. & E, 624. Cf. D. 43. 16. 17; ib. 8, § 9; 
D. 41. 2, 18, § 3 ; Clayton, 147, pi. 268. 
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to be presently true of a person in order that he may keep 
the rights which follow from their presence. The prevail¬ 
ing view is that of Savigny. He thinks that there must-be 
always the same animus as at the moment of acquisition^ 
and a constant power to reproduce at will the original 
physical relations to the object. Every one agrees that it 
is not necessary to have always a present power over the 
thing, otherwise one could only possess what was under 
his hand. But it is a question whether we cannot dis¬ 
pense with even more. The facts which constitute posses¬ 
sion are in their nature capable of continuing presently 
true for a lifetime. Hence there has arisen an ambiguity 
of language which has led to much confusion of thought. 
We use the word “ possession,” indiircrcntly, to signify the 
presence of all the facts needful to gain it, and also the 
condition of him who, although some of them no longer 
exist, is still protected as if they did. Consequently it 
has been only too easy to treat the cessation of the facts 
as the loss of the right, as some frcnnan writers very 
nearly do.^ 

But it no more follows, from tlie single circumstance 
that certain facts must concur in order to create the rights 
incident to possession, that they must continue in order to 
keep those rights alive, than it docs, from the necessity 
of a consideration and a promise to create a right ex con- 
tractUf that the consideration and ])romisc must continue 

V 

moving between the parties until the moment of perform¬ 
ance. When certain facts have once been made manifest 
which confer a right, there is no general ground on which 
the law need hold the right at an end except the manifes¬ 
tation of some fact inconsistent with its continuance, 

1 Cf. Bruns, R, d. Besitzes, 603. 
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although the reasons for conferring the particular right 
may have great weight in determining what facts shall be 
deemed to be so. Cessation of the original physical rela¬ 
tions to the object might be treated as such a fact; but 
it never has been, unless in times of more ungovemed 
violence than the present. On the same principle, it is 
only a question of tradition or policy whether a cessation 
of'the power to reproduce the original physical relations 
shall affect the continuance of the rights. It does not 
stand on the same ground as a new possession adversely 
taken by another. We have adopted the Roman law as to 
animals ferm but the general tendency of our law 

is to favor appropriation. It abhors the absence of pro¬ 
prietary or possessory rights as a kind of vacuum. Accord¬ 
ingly, it has been expressly^ decided, where a man found 
logs afloat and moored them, but they again broke loose 
and floated away, and were found by another, that the first 
finder retained the rights which sprung from his having 
taken possession, and that he could maintain trover against 
the second finder, who refused to give them up.^ 

Suppose that h finder of a purse of gold has left it in his 
country-house, which is lonely and slightly barred, and he 
is a hundred miles away, in prison. The only person within 
twenty miles is a thoroughly equij)pcd burglar at his front 
door, who has seen the purse through a window, and who 
intends forthwith to enter and take jt. The finder’s power 
to reproduce his former physical relation to the gold is 
rather limited, yet I believe that no one would say that 
his possession was at an end until the bui^lar, by an overt 

1 Clark V. AfaZonfi?/, 3 Harriiapitoii (Del.), 68. Bruns (1i. cl. Besitzes, 
603, 607) comes to the same conclusion on practical founds of con¬ 
venience, although ho utterly repudiates it on theory, I must refer to 
what 1 said above touching these conllicts between theory and conveuience. 
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Bct, had ^lanifested his power aiid intent to exclude others 
from the purse. Tlie reason for this is the same which has 
been put with regard to the power to exclude at thch mo¬ 
ment of gaining possession* The law deals^ for the most 
part, with overt acts and facts which can be known by the 
senses. So Jong as the burglar has not taken the purse, 
he has not manifested his intent; and until he breaks 
through tlic barrier wliich measures the present posses¬ 
sor’s power of excluding him, he has not manifested his 
power. It may be observed further, that, according to the 
tests adopted in tiiis Lecture, the owner of the house has a 
present possession in the strictest sense, because, although 
he has not the power which Savigny says is necessary, he 
hiis the present intent and power to exclude others. 

It is conceivable that the common law should go so far 
as to deal with possession in the same way as a title, 
and should hold that, when it has once been acquired, 
rights are acquired wdiich continue to prevail against all 
the world but one, until something has happened sufficient 
to divest ownership. 

The possession of rights, as it is called, has been a fight* 
ing-ground for centuries on the Continent. It is not un¬ 
common for German writers to go so far as to maintain 
that, there may d)e a true possession of obligations; this 
seeming to accord with a general view that possession 
and right are in theory coextensive terms; that the mas¬ 
tery of the will over an external object in general (be that 
objeef a thing or another will), when in accord with the 
general will, and consequently lawful, is called right, when 
merely de facto is possessicju.^ Bearing in mind what was 

* Brans, R. d. Besitzes, § 57, p. 486. A learned writer of more ancient 
date asks wiiy a doctor has not a possessory action if you cease to emidoy 
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said on the question whether possession was a fact or right, 
it will be seen that such an antithesis between possession 
and right cannot be admitted as a legal distinction. The 
facts constituting possession generate rights as truly as do 
the facts which constitute ownership, although the rights 
of a mere possessor are less extensive than those of an 
owner. 

Conversely, rights spring from certain facts supposed to 
, of the person entitled to such rights. Where these 

facts are of such a nature that they can be made succes¬ 
sively true of different ])ersons, as in the case of the occu¬ 
pation of land, the corresponding rights may be successively 
enjoyed. But when the facts arc past and gone, such as 
the giving of a consideration and the receiving of a promise, 
there can be no claim to the resulting rights set up by any 
one except the party of whom the facts were originally 
true, — in the case supposed, the original contractee, — 
because no one but the original contractee can fill the 
situation from which they spring. 

It will probably be granted by English readers, that one 
of the essential tonstituent facts consists in a certain re-# 
lation to a material object. But this object may be a 
slave, as well as a horse ; ^ and conpeptious originated in 
this way may be extended by a survival to free seyvices. 
It is noticeable that even Bruns, in the application of his 
theory, does not seem to go bcyoijjd cases of status and 
those where, in common language, land is bound for the 
services in question, as it is for rent.® Free services being 

hun, and answers : “ Seiitio actionem non tenere, sed sentio tantum, nec si 
vd morte raineris, possum dicoro quare. Tu lector, si sapis,^rationes deci¬ 
dendi suggere.” Hommel, Rhaps., qu. 489, cited, Bmns, 407. 

\ €ktrdiner v. Thihodeau^ 14 La. An. 732. 

. * Bruns, 483. 
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BO far treated like servile, even by our law, that the maBter 
has a right of property in them against all the world, it is 
only a question of degree where the line shall be dmwn. 
It would be possible to hold that, as one might be in pos¬ 
session of a slave without title, so one might have all the 
rights of an owner in free services rendered without con¬ 
tract. * Perhaps there iS something of that sort to be seen 
when a parent recovers for the seduction of a daughter 
over twenty-one, although there is no actual contract of 
service.^ So, throughout the whole course of the canon 
law and in the early law of England, rents were regarded 
as so far a part of the realty as to be capable of possession 
and disseisin, and they could be recovered like land by an 
assize.^ 

But the most important case of the so-called possession 
of rights in our law% as in the Roman, occurs with regard 
to easements. An casement is capable of possession in a 
certain sense. A man may use land in a certain way, with 
the intent to exclude all others from using it in any way 
inconsistent with his own use, but no further. If this 
be true possession, however, it is a limited possession of 
land, not of a riglit, as others have shown. But where an 
easement has been actually created, whether by deed or 
prescription, although it is undoubtedly true that arty pos¬ 
sessor of the dominant estate w’ould be protected in its 
enjoyment, it has not, been so protected in the past on the 
ground that the easement was in itself an object of posses¬ 
sion, but by the survival of precedents explained in a later 

* 2 Kent (12tli ed.), 205, ti. 1. C^f. Y. B. 21 Hen, VI. 8, 9, pi. 19 ; 
American ngte to Scott v. Sfiepherd^ in 1 Srn. L. C. (Am. ed.). 

, * Britton (Nich. ed.), I. 277 (cf- Bract., foL 164 &; Flet^v fol. 914; 
Glanv., Lib. XIII. c. 37); Littleton, §§ 237-240, 588, 689 ; 3 BL Comm, 
170 ; 3 Cruise, Dig,, tit. xxviii., EeMSt ch. 2, § 34. 
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Lecture.^ Hence, to test the existence of a mere possession 
Qf this sort which the law will protect, we will take the 
case^of a way used de facto for four years, but in wliich no 
easement has yet been acquired, and ask whether the pos¬ 
sessor of the qiMisi dominant tenement would be protected 
in his use as against third persons. It is conceivable that 
he should be, but I believe tliat he would not.^ 

The chief objection to the doctrine seems to be, that 
there is almost a contradiction between the assertions that 
one man has a general power and intent t(* exclude the 
world from dealing with the land, and that another has the 
power to use it in a particular way, and to exclude the 
j^wner from interfering with that. The reconciliation of 
the two needs somewhat artilicial reasoning. However, 
it should be borne in mind that the question in every 
case is not what was the actual power of the parties con¬ 
cerned, but what was their manifested power. If the 
latter stood thus balanced, the law might recognize a kind 
of split possession. But if it does not recognize it until a 
ri^ht is acquired, then the protection of a disseisor in the 
use of an casement must still be explained by a reference 
to the facts mentioned in the Lecture referred to. 

The consequences attached to possession arc substan¬ 
tially those attached to ownership, subject to the question 
of the continuance of possessory rights which I have 
touched upon above. Even a wrongful possessor of a 

* S(*e Lecture XIv» 

* Cf. ^oCikpiiH Works v. Potter^ 3 H. & C. 300, 318. The lan¬ 

guage in the seventh Bhiglish edition of 1 Sni, L. C., 300, is rather too 
broad. If the law hhould protect a possessor of land in the enjoyment of 
wa^er coining to it, it would do so because the use of the water was regarded 
aa a pjtrt of the enjoynaeut of that land, and would by no me&ns imply that 
it would do the same in the case just put of a way over lai^l of another. 

16 
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chattel may have full damages for its conversion by a 
stranger to the title, or a return of the speciho thing,t 

It has been supposed, to be sure, that a ** special prop¬ 
erty” was necessary iu order to maintain replevin* Or 
trover.^ But modern cases establish that possession is 
sufficient, and an examination of the sources of our law 
proves that special property did not mean anythii^ more. 
It has been shown that the procedure for the recovery of 
chattels lost against one’s will, described by Bracton, like 
its predecesspr on the Continent, was based upon posses¬ 
sion. Yet Bracton, in the very passage in which he ex¬ 
pressly makes that statement, uses a phrase which, but 
for the explanation, would seem to import ownership,-— 
“ Poterit rem suam pcterc.” ^ The writs of later days used 
the same language, and when it was objected, as it fre¬ 
quently was, to a suit by a bailee for a taking of bowf et 
catalla sua, that it should have been for hona in cmtodici, 
ma existentia^ it was always answered that those in the 
Chancery would not frame a writ in that form.® 

The substance of the matter was, that goods in a man’s 
possession were his (sua), within the meaning of the writ. 
But it was very natural to attempt a formal reconciliation 
between that formal word and the fac*t by saying that, al- 

though the plaintiff had not the general property in the 

% 

' Jefferies v. Great Western Bailway Co.^ 5 El. h Bl. 802. Cf. Armory 
V. Delamirie, 1 Strange, 60f!, 1 Sm. L. C. 

a Co. Lit. 145 ft. 

* 2 Wms. Saund. 47 h, note 1, to Wilbraham v. BivOW, , 

* Bract., fol. 160 6, 151; supra, p. 168 ; Y. B. 22 Ed. I. 466-468. 

« Y. B. 48 Ed. III. 20 ; 11 Hen. IV. 17 ; 11 Hen. IV. 23, 24 ; 21 Hen. 
VII. 14. The meaning of sua is discussed in Y. B. 10 Ed. IV. 1, B, hy 
Catesby. Compare Laband, Vermogensrechtlichen Klagen, 111; Heuiler, 
Gewere, 492 et seq., coiTecting Bruns, B. d. Bcsitzes, 300 Bohzn, 

Proc, d, L. Sal., § 6. 
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diattds, yet he had a property as against strangers,^ or a 
special property. This took place, and, curiously enough, 
two^of the earliest instances in which I have found the lat- 
ter phrase used are cases of a depositary,^ and a borrower.* 
Brooke says that a wrongful taker has title against all * 
but the true owner.” ^ In this sense the special property 
wafi better described as a possessory property,” as it was, 
in deciding that, in an indictment for larceny, the property 
could be laid in the bailee who suffered the trespass.* 

• I have exjjlained the inversion by which a bailee’s right 
of action against third persons was supposed to stand on 
his responsibility over, although in truth it was the foun- 
^fttion of that responsibility, and arose simply from his 
possession. TJhe step was short, from saying that bailees 
could sue because they were answerable over,® to saying 
th^ they had the property as against strangers, or a spe¬ 
cial property, because they were answerable over,^ and 
next that they could sue because they had a special prop¬ 
erty and were answerable over.® And thus the notion 
that special property meant something more than posses¬ 
ion, and was a requisite to maintaining an action, got into 
the law. 

Hie error was made easier, by a different use of the 
phrase in a different connection. A \)ailee was in general 
answerable for goods stolen from his custody, whether he 
had a lien or not. But the law was otherwise as to a 

1 y. B. U Hen. IV. 17, pi. 39. 

» Y. B. 21 Hen.WII. 14 6, pi. 23. 

» OoaWt, 173, pi. 239. Cf. 11 Hen. IV. 17,' pi. 89. 

• Bro. Abr; Trespass, pi. 433, cit. Y. B. 13 Hen. VII. 10. 

® Kelyng, 39, See, further, Buller, N. P. 33. 

• Lwtaw V.; Y. B, 20 Hen. Vfl. 1, pi. 11. 

» y. B. 21 Hen. VII. 14 6, pi. 23. 

• 1 Roll. Abr. 4, 6 (I), pi. 1. Cf. Arnold v, Jeffersosi^ 1 Ld. Raym. 276. 
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pledgee, if he had kept the pledge with hk own goods, 
and the two were stolen together.^ This distinction was 
accounted for, at least in Lord Coke’s time, by saying that 
the pledge was, in a sense, the pledgee’s own, that he had 
a special property in it, and thus that the ordinary relation 
of bailment did not exist, or that the undertaking was only 
to keep as his own goods.^ The same expression Was 
used in discussing the pledgee’s right to assign the pledge.® 
In this sense the term applied only to pledges, but its sig¬ 
nificance in a particular connection w^as easily carried ovw 
into the others in which it was used, with the result that 
the special property which was requisite to maintain the 
possessory actions was supposed to mean a qualified in¬ 
terest in the goods. 

With regard to the legal consequences of possession, it 
only remains to mention that the rules which have b^en 
laid down with regard to chattels also prevail with regard 
to land. For although the plaintiff in ejectment must 
recover on the strength of his own title as against a de¬ 
fendant in possession, it is now settled that prior possession 
is enough if the defendant stands on his possession alone.* 
Possession is of course sufficient for trespass.® And al¬ 
though the early remedy by assize was restricted to those 
who had a technical seisin, this was for reasons which do 
not affect the general theory. 

Before closing I must say a word concerning ownership 
and kindred conceptions. Following the order of analysis 

^ 29 Ass., fol. 163, pi. 28. 

* Southcote's Case, 4 Co. Rep. 83 b, 

* Mores v. Conham, Owen, 128. Cf. Dorns, 1 Btilstr. “29. 

* Doe V. Dyhall, Mood. & M. 846 aild note; 2 Wms. Saund. 11^ 
later notes; 1 Ad. & El. 119 ; ^sher v. Whitlock, ti.*R. 1 Q. B. 1. 

4 Grahcm r, Deat, 1 East, 244. 
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which has been pursued with regard to possession, the first 
question must be, What are the facts to which the rights 
called ownership are attached as a legal consequence? 
The most familiar mode of gaining ownership is by convey¬ 
ance fiom a previous owner. But that presupposes owner¬ 
ship already existing, and the problem is to discover what 
calls it into being. 

One fact which has this effect is first possession. The 

captor of wild animals, or the taker of fish from the ocean, 

has not merely possession, but a title good against all the 

world. But the most common mode of getting an original 

and independent title is by certain proceedings, in court or 
1 . « 

out of it, adverse to all the world. At one extreme of 
these is the proceeding in rem of the admiralty, which con¬ 
clusively disposes of the property in its power, and, when it 
sells or condemns it, does not deal with this or that man s 
title, but gives a new title paramount to all previous in¬ 
terests, whatsoever they may be. The other and more far 
miiiar case is prescription, where a public adverse holding 
continued for a certain time has a similar effect. A title 
by prescription is not a presumed conveyance from this or 
that owner alone, it extinguishes all previous and incon¬ 
sistent claims. The two coalesce in the ancient fine 
with proclamations where the combined effect of the 
judgment and the lapse of a year and a day was to bar 
all claims.^ 

So rights analogous to those of ownership may be given 
by the legislature to persons of whom some other set of 
fiicts is true. For instance, a patentee, or one to whom 
the government has issued a certain instrument, and who 
in ^u$t has made a patentable invefition. 

^ A« to this period sec Heusler, Gewere. Cf. Laveleye, Propri^t^,, 166* 
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But what are the rights of ownership ? They are sub¬ 
stantially the same as those incident to possession. Within 
the limits prescribed by policy, the owner is allowed to, ex¬ 
ercise his natural powers over the subject-matter uninter¬ 
fered with, and is more or less protected in excluding other 
people from such interference. The owner is allowed to 
exclude all, and is accountable to no one. ' The posseslor 
is allowed to exclude all but one, and is accountable to no 
one but him. The great body of questions which have 
made the subject of property so large and important are 
questions of conveyancing, not necessarily or generally de¬ 
pendent on ownership as distinguished from possession. 
They are questions of the effect of not having an indepen¬ 
dent and original title, but of coming in under a title 
already in existence, or of the modes in which an original 
title can be cut up among those who come in under it. 
These questions will be dealt with and explained where 
they belong, in the Lectures on Successions. 



LECTURE VII. 


CONTRACT.—I. HISTORY. 

The doctrine of contract has been so thoroughly remod¬ 
elled to meet the needs of modem times, that there is less 
necessity here than elsewhere for historical research; It 
has been so ably discussed that there is less room here 
than elsewhere for essentially new analysis. But a short 
account of the growth of modern doctrines, whether ne- 
cessai^ or not, will at least be interesting, while an analysis 
of their main characteristics cannot be omitted, and may 
present some new features. 

It is popularly supposed that the oldest forms of con¬ 
tract known to our law are covenant and debt, and they 

are of early date, no doubt. But there are other contracts 

■ 

still in use which, although they have in some degree put 
on modem forms; at least suggest the question whether 
they were not of equally early appearance. 

One of these, the promissory oajh, is no longer the 
foundation of any rights in private law. It is used, but 
mainly as a solemnity connected with entering upon a 
public office. The judge swears tiiaj; he will execute jus¬ 
tice acco^ing to law, the juryman that he will find his 
verdict according to law and the evidence, the newly 
adopted citisen that he will bear tme faith and allegiance 
, to the government of his choice. 

But there is another contract which plays a more impor¬ 
tant part. It may, perhaps, sound paradoxical to men- 
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tion the contract of suretyship. Suretyship, nowadays, is 
only an accessory obligation, which presupposes a principal 
undertaking, and which, so far as the nature of the con- 
tract goes, is just like any other. But, as has been pointed 
out by Laferritire,^ and very likely by earlier writers, the 
surety of ancient law was the hostage, and the giving of 
hostages was by no means confined to international dealings. 

In the old metrical romance of Iluon of Bordeaux, 
Huon, having killed the son of Charlemagne, is required 
by the Emperor to perform various seeming impossibilities 
as the price of forgiveness. Huon starts upon the task, 
leaving twelve of his kniglits as hostages.^ He returns 
successful, but at first the Emi>cror is made to believe 
that his orders have been disobeyed. Thereupon Charle¬ 
magne cries out, “ 1 summon hither the pledges for Huon. 
I will hang them, and they shall have no ransom.” ^ So, 
when Huon is to fight a duel, by way of establishing the 
truth or falsehood of a charge against him, each party be¬ 
gins by producing some of his friends as hostages. 

When hostages arc given for a duel which is to deter¬ 
mine the truth or falsehood of an accusation, the transac¬ 
tion is very near to the giving of similar security in the 
.trial of a cause in court. This was in fact the usual course 
of the Germanic protiedure. It wnll be remembered that 
the earliest appearance of law was as a substitute for the 
private feuds between families or clans. But while a do- 
fendant who did not 'peaceably submit to the jurisdiction 
of the court might be put outside the protection of the law, 
so that any man might kill him at sight, there was at first 

1 2 Hist, du Droit Fran 9 ., pp. 146 d seq.^ 162. 

® Anciens PoJjtes de la P’rance, (Guessard,) p, 71. 

® 283 ; cf. 284, CYviii. et seq.^ 44, Ixix. 
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no way of securing the indemnity to which the plaintiff was 
entitled unless the defendant chose to give such security.^ 

The English customs which have been preserved to us 
are somewhat more advanced, but one of the noticeable 
features in their procedure is the giving of security at 
eveiy step. All lawyers will remember a trace of this in 
the fiction of John Doc and Richard Roe, the plaintiff’s 
pledges to prosecute his action. But a more significant 
example is found in the rule rei)catcd in many of the early 
laws, that a defendant accused of a wrong must cither find 
security or go to prison.^ This security was the hostage of 
earlier days, and later, when the actions for punishment 
and for redress were separated from each other, became 
the bail of the criminal law. The liability was still con¬ 
ceived in the same way as when the bail actually put his 
own body into the power of the party secured. 

One of Charlemagne’s additions to the Lex Salica speaks 
of a freeman who has committed himself to the power of 
another by way of surety.® The very phrase is copied in 
the English laws of TIenry I.^ We have seen what this 
meant in the story of Huon of Bordeaux. The Mirror of 
Justices ® says that King Canute used to judge the main- 
prisors according as the principals when their principals 
appeared not in judgment, but that iting Henry I. confined 
Canute’s rule to mainprisors who were consenting to the 
fiftcL 

As late as the reign of Edward III., Shard, an English 

( 

judge, after stdting the law as it still is, that bail are a pris- 

i Sohin, Proc. d. Lex. Sal., §§ 15, 23-25, tr. Th^venin, pp. 80, 105, 
106, 122. 

* Essays in A. S. Law, p. 292. 

■ Cap. Vin., Merkel, p. 48. ® Chap. IV. § 16. 

A Cap. LXXXIX. § 3, Essays,in A. S. Law, p. 29,L 
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oner’s keepers, and shall be charged if he escapes, obsjerves, 
that some say that the bail shall be hanged in his place.^ 
This was the law in the analogous case of a jailer.^ The 
old notion is to be traced in the form still given by modem 
writers for the undertaking of bail for felony. Hiey are 
bound ** body for body.” ® ?*nd modern law-books find it 
necessary to state ^at this does not make them liable *to 
the punishment < \ the principal offender if, he does not 
appear, but only to a fine.* The contract also differed 
from our mod((irn ideas in the mode of execution. It was 
simply A so'utnn admission of liability in the presence of 
the officer authorized to take it. The signature of the 
bail was not necessaiy,^ and it was not requisite that the 
person bailed should bind himself as a party.® 

But these peculiarities have been modified or done away 
with by statute, and I have dwelt upon the case, not so 
much as a special form of contract differing from all others 
as because the history of its origin shows one of the first 
appearances of contract in our law. It is to be traced to 
the gradual increase of faith in the honor of a hostage if 
the case calling for his surrender should arrive, and to the 
consequent relaxation of actual imprisonment. An illus¬ 
tration may be *found in the parallel mode of dealing with 
the prisoner himself. Tiis bail, to whom his body Is sup¬ 
posed to be delivered, have a right to seize him at any 
time and anywhere, but he is allowed to go at large uhhd 

^ Fitzh. Abr. Mainprise^ pi. 12 (H. 33 Ed. III.); Staundforde, P. C. 35. 

> Abbr. Plac., p. 843, col. 2, rot. 37, 17 Ed. II. 

* Jacob, L. D., ** Bail.” Cf. 1 Bulstr. 45; Hawkins, F; 0., IL cit. 15, 
I 88; Abbr. Plac., p. 843, col. 2, rot. 37, 17 Ed. II. 

* Highmore, Bail, p. 199; Jacob, L. D., ** Bail” Of. 2 
Hiit dtt Droit Fran^., p. 148. 

* Highmore, p. 195. * Ibid., p. 200. 
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suirreiidered. It will be noticed that this fonn of contract, 
like debt as dealt with by the Roman law of the Twelve 
Tables, and for the same motive, although by a different 
prbcess, looked to the body of the contracting party as the 
ultimate satisfaction. 

Debt is another and more popular candidate for the 
honbrs of priority. Since the time of Savigny, the first 
appearance of contract both in Roman and German law 
has often been attributed to the case of a sale by some 
accident remaining incomplete. The question does not 
seem to be of great philosophical significance. For to 
explain how mankind first learned to promise, we must go 
to metaphysics,, and find out bow it ever came to frame a 
future tense. The nature of the particular promise which 
was first enforced in a given system can hardly lead to any 
truth of general importance. But the history of the action 
of debt is instructive, although in a humbler way. It is 
necessazy to know something about it in order to under¬ 
stand the enlightened rules which make uj^ the law of 
contract at the present time. 

In Olanvill’s treatise the action of debt is found already 
to be one of the well-known remedies. But the law of 
those days was still in a somewhat jj^rimitive state, and it 
will easily be imagined that a form of action which goes 
back as far as that was not founded on any very delicate 
discriminations. It was, as I shall try to show directly, 
simply the general form in which any money claim was 
collected, excepf unliquidated claims for damages by force, 
for which there was established the equally general remedy 

It hf» been thought that the action was adopted from 
the then more civilized procedure of the Roman law* A 
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natural opinion^ seeing that all the early English law- 
miters adopt their phraseology and classification fiwm 
Rome, Still it seems much more probable that^ the 
action is of pure German descent. It has the features 
of the primitive procedure which is found upon the Con- 
tinenty as described by Laband.^ 

The substance of the plaintiff’s claim as set forth in the 
writ of debt is that the defendant owes him so much and 
wrongfully withholds it. It does not matter, for a claim 
framed like that, how the defendant’s duty arises. It is 
not confinetl to contract. It is satisfied if there is a duty 
to pay on any ground. It states a mere conclusion of law, 
not the facts upon which that conclusion is based, and 
from which the liability arises. The old German complaint 
was, in like manner, “ A owes me so much.” 

It was characteristic of the German procedure that the 
defendant could meet that complaint by at^swering, in an 
equally general form, that he did not owe the plaintiff. 
The plaintiff* had to do more than simply allege a debt, if 
he would prevent the defendant from escaping in that way. 
In England, if the plaintiff had not something to show for 
his debt, the defendant’s denial turned him out of court; 
and even if he had, he was liable to be defeated by the 
defendant’s swearing with some of his friends to back him 
that he owed nothing. The chief reason why debt was 
supplanted for centuries by a later remedy, assumpsit, was 
the survival of this relic of early days. 

Finally, in England as in Germany, debt for the deteu- 
tion of money was the twin brother of the action brouj^t 
for wrongfully withholding any other kind of chattel. Tli6 
gist of the complaint in either case was the same. 

i Vembgeaarechtlichen Klageo. 
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It BeemB strange that this crude product of the infancy 
of law should have any importance for us at the present 
time^ Yet whenever we trace a leading doctrine of sub¬ 
stantive law far enough back, we are very likely to find 
some forgotten circumstance of procedure at its source. 
Illustrations of this truth have been given already. The 
actibn of debt and the other actions of contract will fur^ 
nish others. Debt throws most light upon the doctrine of 
consideration. 

O’-'r hvAv does not enfor'^**^* every promise which a man 
J.'.v) 1 Promises made as ninety-nine promises out of 

a huiidiCvl tire, by word of mouth or simple writing, are not 
binding unless there is a consi<leration for them. That is, 
as it is commonly explained, unless the promisee has either 
conferred a benefit on the promisor, or incurred a detri¬ 
ment, as the inducement to the promise. 

It has been thought that this rule was borrowed from 
the Homan law by the Chancery, and, after undergoing some 
modification there, passed into the common law. 

But this account of the matter is at least questionable. 
So far as the use of words goes, I am not aware that 
consideration is distinctly called cause before the reign 
of Elizabeth; in the earlier reports it always appears as 
qmd pro quo. Its first appearance, so far as I know, is 
in Fleta’s account of the action of debt,^ and although 
I am inclined to believe that Flcta’s statement is not to 
be tanisted, a careful consideration of the chronological 
order of the ca&s in the Year Books will show, I think, 
that the doctrine was fully developed in debt before any 
mention of it in equity can be found. One of the ear- 

* 11. c. 60, § 25; GlatLvill’s **juHa dehendi causa** (lib. X. c. 4) seems 
remote from consideration. 
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liest references to what a promisor was to have for bis 
undertaking was in the action of assumpsit,^ But the 
doctrine certainly did not originate there. The first pien- 
tion of consideration in connection with equity which 1 
have seen is in the form of quid pro quo,^ and occurs after 
the requirement had been thoroughly established in debt.^ 

Tlie single fact that a consideration was never required 
for contracts under seal, unless Fleta is to bo trusted against 
the great weight of nearly contemporaneous evidence, gods 
far to show that the rule cannot have originated on grounds 
of policy as a rule of substantive law. And conversely, the 
coincidence of the doctrine with a peculiar mode of pro¬ 
cedure points very strongly to the probability that the 
peculiar requirement and the peculiar procedure were 
connected. It will throw light on the question to put 
together a few undisputed facts, and to consider what con¬ 
sequences naturally followed. It will therefore be desira¬ 
ble to examine the action of debt a little further. But it 
is only fair to admit, at the outset, that I offer the expla¬ 
nation which follows with great hesitation, and, I think, 
with a full appreciation of the objections* which might be 
uiged. 

It was observed a moment ago, that, in order to recover 
against a defendant who denied his debt, the plaintiff had 
to show something for it; otherwise he was turned over to 
the limited jurisdiction of the spiritual tribunals.^ This 
requirement did not mean evidence in the modem sense. 
It meant simply that he must maintain his cause in one 
the ways then recognized by law. These were three, the 

K 

1 Y. R 3 Hen. VI. 36. » Y. B. 37 Hen. VI. 13, ^ 3. 

* Y. B. 37 Hen. VI. 8, pi. 88. 

* Glany., Lib. X. c. 12; Bract, fol. 400 § 10; 22 Aaa., pi. 70, IbL 101. 
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lilel^ a writing, and witnesses. The duel need not be dis- 
sussed, as it soon oeased to be used in debt, and has no 
bea:^ng on what 1 have to saj. Trial by writing and 
by witnesses, on the other hand, must both be carefully 
studied. It will be convenient to consider the latter first 
Eind to find out what these witnesses were. 

One thing we know at the start; they were not wit¬ 
nesses as we understand the term. They were not pro¬ 
duced before a jury for examination and cross-examination, 
nor did their testimony depend for its effect on being be¬ 
lieved by the court that heard it. Nowadays, a case is not 
decided by the evidence, but by a verdict, or a finding of 
facts, followed by a judgment. The oath of a witness has 
no effect unless it is believed. But in the time of Henry 
II* our trial by jury did not exist. When an oath was al¬ 
lowed to be sworn it had the same effect, whether it was 
believed or not. There was no provision for sifting it by 
a second body. In those cases where a trial by witnesses 
was possible, if the party called on to go forward could 
find a certain number of men who were willing to swear in 
a certain form, there was an end of the matter. 

Now this seems like a more primitive way of establish¬ 
ing a debt than the production of the defendant’s written 
acknowledgment, and it is material to discover its origin. 

The cases in which this mode of trial was used appear 
fr<Htt the early books and reports ^to have been almost 
wholly confined to claims arising out of a sale or loan. 
And the question at once occurs, whether we are not upon 
the la!ace8 of an institution which was already ancient 
when Glanvill wrote. For centuries before the Conquest 
the Anglo-Saxon law ^ had required the election of a cer- 

^ Essays in A/S. Iaw, 187. 
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tain number of official witnesses, two or three'of whom 
were to be called in to every bargain of sale, The object} 
for which these witnesses were established is not commonly 
supposed to liave been the proof of debts. They go baek 
to a time when theft and similar offences were the chief 
ground of litigation, and the purpose for which they were 
appointed was to afford a means of deciding whether a 
person charged with having stolon property had come by 
it rightfully or not. A defendant could clear hinoself of 
the felony by their oath that he had bought or received 
the thing openly in the way appointed by law. 

Having been present at tlic bargain, the witnesses were 
able to swear to what they had seen and heard, if any 
question arose between tlie parties. Accordingly, their 
use was not confined to disposing of a charge of felony. 
But that particular service ideiitifies the transaction wit¬ 
nesses of the Saxon. period. Now%e know that the use 
of these witnesses did not at once disappear under Nor¬ 
man influence. They are found with their old flinction in 
the laws of William the Conqueror,^ The language of 
Glanvill seems to prove that they were still known under 
Henry II. He says that, if a purchaser cannot summon 
in the man from whom he bought, to warrant the property 
to him and defend the suit, (for if .he does, the peril is 
shifted to the seller,) then if the purchaser has sufficient 
proof of his, having lawfully bought the thing, de legittimo 
.marcatu suo, it will clear him of felony. But if he have 
not sufficient suit, he will be in danger.® This is the law 
of William over again. It follows that purch^era still 
used the transaction witnesses. 

1 I. 45; III. 10. 

* liib. X. c. 17. Suit, sectUt was the tenia applied to thepei^ns Whoa® 
oath the party tendered. 
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But Glanvill also seems to admit tbe use of witness to 
establish debts.^ As the transaction witnesses were form- 
eriy iivailable for this purpose, I see no reason to doubt 
that they still were, and that he is speaking of them heref 
also,® Moreover, for a long time after Henry IL, when¬ 
ever an action was brought for a debt of which there was 
no \^ritteu evidence, the plaintiff, when asked what he had 
to show for it, always answered “ good suit,” and tendered 
his witnesses, who were sometimes examined by the court.® 
I think it is not straining the evidence to infer that the 
“ good suit ” of the later reports was the descendant of 
the Saxon tiuusactioii witnesses, as it has been shown 
that Glanvill’s uccta was.'* 

Assuming this step in the argument to have been taken, 
it will be weU to recall again for a moment the original na¬ 
ture of the witness oath. It was confined to facts within 
the witnesses’ knowlcdfe by sight and hearing. But as the 
purposes for which witnesses w^ere provided only required 
their presence when property changed hands, the principal 

case in which they could be of service between the parties 

* 

^ Lib. X. c. 12 (P»eamp55, p. 2fi2); c. 8 k r. Si (Boanips, pp. 256, 251) ; cf. 
Lib. IV. c. 6, where witnesses are t'^iKlered efe vim et nuditn. C’f. Bract., 
fol, 315 5, § 6 • Fleta, TI. e. 63, § 10, p, 137. It was no doubt true, as 
GJanvill saj's. Lib. X. c. 17, that tbe usual mod^of ])roof was by a writinpj 
or by duel, and that the Kind’s Court did not generally giv’c protection to 
private agreements made anywhere except in the Court of the King (Idb. X. 
c. 8). ■ But it can hardly be that debts were never established by witness 
in his time, in view of the continuous evidcnce^'roni Bracton onwards. 

* But cf. Brunner, ScliM’urgerielite, 399. 1 do not go so far as to say 

that they were still a living institution. However that may be, tradition 
mxtst at least have modelled itself on what had been the function of the 
former official body, 

* Bract., fol. 315 §6 ; Britt. (Nich.) I. p. 162 ; Magna Charta, c. 38 ; 

Y. B. n Ed. I. 456 ; 7 Ed. II. 242; 18 Ed. 11. 582; 3 Bl. Comm. 295, 
844. Cf. 17 Ed. III. 48 6. 

* Cf. Olanv., Lib, IV. e, 6, 


17 
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to a bargain was when a debt was claimed by reason of 
the delivery of property. The purpose did not extend to 
agreements which were executoiy on both sides, because 
there no question of theft could arise. And Glanvill 
shows that in his time the King’s Court did not enforce 
such agreements.^ Now, if flic oath of the secta could 
only be used to establish a debt where the trausadtion 
witnesses could have sworn, it will be seen, readily enough, 
how an accident of procedure may have led to a most im¬ 
portant rule of substantive law. 

The rule that witnesses could only swear to facts within 
their knowledge, coupled with the accident that these wit¬ 
nesses were not used in transactions which might create a 
debt, except for a particular fact, namely, the delivery of 
property, together with the further accident that this de¬ 
livery was quid pro quo, was equivalent to the rule that, 
when a debt was proved by witness there must be quid 
pro quo* But these debts proved by witnesses, instead of 
by deed are what we call simple contract debts, and thus 
beginning with debt, and subsequently extending itself to 
other contracts, is established our peculiar and most .imr> 
portant doctrine that every simple contract must have a 
consideration. This was never the law as to debts or con¬ 
tracts proved in the usual way by the defendant’s seal, 
and the fact that it applied only to obligations which 
were formerly established by a procedure of limited use, 

1 Lib, X. c. 18. It is possible that this means no more than OlanriU*8 
often repeated statement, that the King’s Court did not, generally epefleing, 
take cognizance of private agreements. The substantive law was, yterhaps, 
still limited by traditions from the infancy of contract. See pp. 248,251,252, 
260, The proposition in its broadest form may have been' based on.th^ In¬ 
ability to try such agreements in any way but those which have been’speci¬ 
fied. Cf. the requirement of aliam diraewnMtionetn^-Kod aliJ^prpiotiowibw^ 
in Lab. X. c. 12. But of. Ibid, with Essays in A. S- Lew, pp* lifi, 120, 
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&r to show that the connection with procedure was 
not accideiital. 

It 

The mode of proof soon changed, but as late as the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth we find a trace of this original 
connection. It is said, ** But the common law requires 
that there should be a new cause (i. e. consideration), 
whereof the country may have intelligence or knowledge 
for the trial of it, if need be, so that it is necessary for the 
Public-weal.” ^ Lord Mansfield showed his intuition of 
the historical grounds of our law when he said, “ I take 
it that the ancient notion about the want of considera¬ 
tion was for the sake of evidence only; for when if is 
reduced into writing, as in covenants, specialties, bonds, 
etc., there was no objection to the want of considera¬ 
tion.”» 

If it should be objejj^ed that the preceding argument is 
necessarily confined to debt, whereas the requirement of 
consideration ^applies equally to all simple contracts, the 
answer is, that in all probability the rule originated with 
debt, and spread from debl to other contracts. 

But, again, it iftay be asked whether there were no other 
contracts proved by witness except those which have 
been mentioned. Were there no contracts proved in that 
way to which the accidental consideration was wanting ? 
To this also there is an easy answer. The contracts en- 
forbed by the civil courts, even as l^te as Henry II., were 
few and simple^ The witness procedure was no doubt 
broad enough for all the contracts which were made in 
early times. Besides those of sale, loan, and the like, 
which have been mentioned, I find but two contractual 

> » If 

^ V. fitrotUnit Plowden, 298, at p. 802, M. 7 k 8 Eliz. 

* V. Mierop^ 8 Burrow, 1663, 1669, 
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obligations. These were the warranties accompanying a 
sale and suretyship which was referred to at the beginning 
of the Lecture. Of the former, warranty of title was 
rather regarded as an obligation raised by the law out of 
the relation of buyer and seller than as a contract Other 
express warranties were matters within the knowledge of 
the transaction witnesses, and were sworn to by them in 
Saxon times.^ 

But ill the Norman period warranty is veiy little heard 
of, except with regjird to land, and then it was decided by 
the duel. It so wholly disappeared, except where it was 
embodied in a deed, that it can have had no influence 
upon the law of consideration. I shall therefore assume, 
without more detail, that it does not bear upon the case. > 

Then as to the pledge or surety. He no longer paid 
with his body, unless in very exceptional cases, but his 
liability was translated into money, and enfwced in an 
action of debt. This time-honored contract, like the 
other debts of Glanvill’s time, could be established by 
witness without a writing,^ and in this case there was not 
such a consideration, such a benefit teP the promisor, as 
the law required when the doctrine was first enunciated; 
But this also is unimportant, because his liability on the 
oath of witness came to an end, as well as that of the war¬ 
rantor, before the foundations were laid for the rule which 
I am seeking to explain. A writing soon came to be re¬ 
quired, as will be seen in a moment. 

Tlie rpsult so far is, that the only action of contract in 
Glanvill’s time was debt, that the only debts reocvered 

^ 1 Thorpij>, Anc, Laws, 181, Oaths, 7, 8. 

® Glanv.; Lib. X. c. 5 (Beanies, p. 251); Y. B. 7 Ed. 11. 242 j Nora? 
Karr. DeUe-Vers plege^ Kastcll’s Law Tin-cts, p. 253, D, 2 ^hil* Beereiv 
87«. 
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idibout writibog were those which have been described, and 
^at the only one of these for which there was not quid 
pro quo ceased to be recoverable in that way by the reign 
pf Edward 111. 

But great changes were beginning in the reign of Henry 
11. More various and complex contracts soon came to be 
enforced. It may be asked, Why was not the scope of the 

witness oath enlarged, or, if any better proof were forth- 

* 

coming, why was not the secta done away with, and other 
oral testimony admitted ? In any event, what can the law 
of Henry IL’s time have to do with consideration, which 
was not heard of until centuries later ? 

It is manifest that a witness oath, which disposes of a 
case by the simple fact that it is sworn, is not a satisfactory 
mode of proof. A written admission of debt produced in 
court, and sufficiently identified as issuing from the de¬ 
fendant, is obviously much better. The only weak point 
about a writing is the means of identiiying* it as the de¬ 
fendant s, and this difficulty disappeared as soon as the use 
of seals became common. Tliis had more or less taken 
place in Glanviir^ time, and then all that a party had to 
do was to produce the writing and satisfy the court by 
inspection that the impression on the wax fitted his oppo¬ 
nent’s seal.^ Tlie oath of the secta could always be suc¬ 
cessfully met by wager of law,^ that is, by a counter oath 
on the part of the defendant, with riie same or double the 
number of fellow-swearers produced by the plaintiff. But 
a writing proveft to be the defendant’s could not b^^ con- 

’ 1 Ol&ny., Lib. X. c. 12 (Bewnes, p. 263); Bract., fol. 398ft, § 1. The, 
favorite proof by duel was also allowed, but this disappeared. Wlien^the 
tiiquoat l^came general, the execution of the deed was tried, any other 
£w}t^ by that means. 

^ Bract., fol. 315 ft, § 6, 400 ft; Coke, 2d lust., 44. 45. 
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tradicted.^ For if a man said he was bound, he was hdund. 
Th^re was no question of consideration, because there Was 
as yet no such doctrine. He was equally bound jf he 
acknowledged an obligation in any place having a record. 
Such as the superior courts, by which his acknowlMgment 
could be proved. Indeed, to this day some securiti^ are 
taken simply by an oral admission before the clerk *of a 
court noted by him in his papers. The advantage of the 
writing was not only that it furnished better proof in the 
old cases, but also that it made it possible to enforce obli¬ 
gations for which there would otherwise have been no 
proof at all. 

What has been said sufficiently explains the preference 
of proof by writing to proof by the old-fashioned witness 
oath. But there were other equally good reasons why the 
latter should not be extended beyond its ancient liniits. 
The transaction witnesses were losing their statutory and 
official character. Already in Glanvill’s time the usual 
modes of proving a debt were by the duel* or by writ- 
ing.2 A hundred years later Bracton shows that the secta 
had degenerated to the retainers and‘household of the 
party, and he says that their oath raises' but u slight pre¬ 
sumption.® 

Moreover, a new mode of trial was growing up, which, 
although it was not made use of in these cases ^ for a good 
while, must have tended to diminish the estimate' set on 
the witness oath by contrast. This was the banning of 
our |rial by jury. It was at first an inquest of the nei^- 

^ Glanv., Lib. X. c. 12 (Beames, p. 26S); Bract., fol. 100 h, 10^ 

* Glanv., Lib, X, c. 17 (Beames, p. 272). 

' • Bract., fol. 400 ft, § 9. 

« Cf. Y. B. 20 Ed. L 304, and U Ed. 11., 130, 152; ib. 330, 832 ; 85 
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Ijiors most likely to know about a disputed matter of fact. 
They spoke from their own knowledge, but they were 
selected by an officer of the court instead of by the inter- 
ested party, and were intended to be impartial.^ Soon 
witnesses were summoned before them, not, as of old, to 
settle the case by their oath, but to aid the inquest to 6nd 
a ^rdict by their testimony. With the advent of this en¬ 
lightened prpcedure, the secta soon ceased to decide the 
case, and it may well be asked why it did not disappear 
altogether, and leave no traces. 

Taking into account the conservatism of the English 
law, and the fact that, before deeds came in, the only debts 
for which there had been a remedy were debts proved by 
^e transaction witnesses, it would not have been a sur¬ 
prise to find the tender of suit persisting in those cases. 
But there was another reason still more imperative. The 
defence in debt where there was no deed was by wager of 
law,^ A section of Magna Charta was interpreted to pro¬ 
hibit a man’s being put to his law on the plaintiff’s own 
statement without good witness.® Hence, the statute re¬ 
quired witness -r that is, the aecta — in every case of debt 
where the plaintiff did not rely upon a writing. Thus it 
happened that suit continued to be tendered in those 
cases whefe it had been of old,* anfl as the defendant, if 
he did not admit the debt in such cases, always waged his' 
l^w, it was long before the inquest got much foothold. 

To establish a debt which arose merely ^ way of prom¬ 
ise or acknowledgment, and for which there had formerly 

1 fol. 400 &, § 8. « 

* Cf. y, B. 20 Ed. I. 304. 

» Cap, 28; 32 & 38 Ed. I. 516 ; 18 Ed. II. 682; Fleta, II. c. 63. § 9; 
.Coke, 2d Inst., 44 ; 3 Bl. CoTnin. 344. 

* Y. B. ^8 Ed. 11. 682 ; 17 Ed. III. 48 h, pi. 14. 
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been no mode of trial provided, you must have a writ¬ 
ing, the new form of proof wliich introduced it into the 
law* The rule was laid down, by parol the party is not 
obliged.”^ But the old debts were not conceived of as 
raised by a promise.^ They were a “duty” springing from 
the plaintiff’s receipt of property, a fact which could be 
seen and sworn to. In these cases the old law main¬ 
tained and even extended itself a little by strict analogy. 

But the undertaking of a surety, in whatever form it was 
clothed, did not really arise out of any such fact. It, had 
become of the same nature as other promises, and it was 
soon doubted whether it should not be proved by the same 
evidence.^ By tlie reign of Edward III., it was settled 
that a deed was necessary,^ except where the customs of 
particular cities had kei)t the old law in forcc.^ 

This reign may be taken as rei)resenting the time when 
the divisions and rules of procedure w'cre established which 
have lasted until the present day. It is therefore worth 
while to repeat and sum up the condition of the law at 
that time. 

It was still necessary that the secta should be tendered 
in every action of debt for which no writing was produced. 
For this, as well as for the other reasons which have been 
mentioned, the sphere of such actions was not materially 
enlarged beyond those cases which had formerly been 
established by the witness-oath. As suretyship was no 

» Y. B. 29 Ed. III. 25, 26 ; cf. 48 Ed. III. 6, pi. II ; Fleta, II. c. 60, 
g 25; Glanvill, Lib. X. c. 12. 

2 Cf. Bro. Acc. mr le Cose, pi. 6 ; s. c., 27 Hen. YIII. 24, 25> pi. 8. 

» Y. B. 18 Kd. III. 13, pi 7. 

4 Y. B. 44 Ed. HI. 21, pi. 23. 

® F. N. B. 122, 1, ill margin. Cf. F. N. B. 122 K; Y. B. 48 Ed. III. 
11, pi 1 ; 8. c., Bro. ricdtjea, pi 3; 9 Hen. V. 14, pi. 28. 
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longer one of these, they became strictly limited to cases 
in which the debt arose from the receipt of a quid pro quo. 
Moreover there was no other action of contract which could 
be maintained without a writing. New species of contracts 
were now enforced by an action of covenant, but there a 
deed was always necessary. At the same time the secta 
had* shrunk to a form, althougli it was still argued that its 
function was -more important in contract than elsewhere. 
It could no longer be examined before the court.^ It 
was a mere survival, and the transaction witness had 
ceased to be an institution. Hence, the necessity of 
tendering the witness oath did not fix the limit of debt 
upon simple contract except by tradition, and it is not 
surprising to find that tlie action was slightly extended by 
analogy from its scope in Grlauvill’s time. 

But debt remained substantially at the point which I 
have indicated, and no new action available for simple 
contracts was introduced for a century. In the mean time 
the inversion which 1 have explained took place, and what 
was an accident of procedure had become a doctrine of 
substantive law. • The change was easy when the debts 
which could be enforced^ without deed all sprung from a 
benefit to the debtor. 

The influence of the Roman law,* no doubt, aided in 
bringing about this result. It will be remembered that in 
the reign of Henry II. most simple contracts and debts for 
which there was not the evidence of deed or witness were 
left to be enfofeed by the ecclesiastical courts, so far as 
their jurisdiction extended.^ Perhaps it was this circum- 

^ Y. B. 17 Ed., in. 48 ft, pi. 14. Cf. Fortescue (Amos), 67, n. ; 3 Bl. 
Gomm. 295. 

* For limit, see Constit of Clarendon, c. 15; Glanv., Lib. X. c. 8, 12 
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stftQoe which led Glanvill and his successors to apply the 
terminology of the civilians to common-law debts, ^ut 
whether he borrowed it from the ecclesiastical courts, or 
went directly to the fountain-head^ certain it is that Olan- 
vill makes use of the classification and technical language 
of the Corpus Juris throughout his tenth b'ook. 

There were certain special contracts in the Roman^sys- 
tem called real, which bound the contractor either to re¬ 
turn a certain thing put into his hands by the contractee, 
as in a case of lease or loan, or to deliver other articles of 
the same kind, as when grain, oil, or money was lent. 
This class did not correspond, except in the most superfi¬ 
cial way, with the common-law debts. But Glanvill 
adopted the nomenclature, and later writers began to 
draw conclusions from it. The author of Fleta, a writer 
by no means always intelligent in following and adopting 
his predecessors’ use of the Roman law,^ says that to raise 
a debt there must be not only a certain thing promised, 
butu certain thing promised in return.^ 

If Fleta had confined his statement to debts by aimple 

1 

contract, it might well have been suggested by the existing 
state of the law. But as he al^o required a writing and 
a seal, in addition to the matter given or promised in re¬ 
turn, the doctrine laijl down by him can hardly have pre¬ 
vailed at any time. It was probably nothing more than a 
slight vagary of reasoning based upon the Roman elements 
which he borrowed from Bracton. 

Y. B. 22 Abs., pi. 70, fol. 101; 45 Ed. III. 24, pi. 80 ; 19 R. 11., Yitzli, Abr. 
Dett, pi. 166 ; 87 Hen. VI. 8, pi. 18 ; 14 Ed. IV. 6, pL 8; 16 Ed. IV. 82, 
pL 14; 19 Ed. IV. 10, pi. 18 ; 20 Ed. IV. 3, pi. 17. 

^ See for an illustration 2 Kent’s Comm. (12tli ed.), 451, n. 1 (6). 

* Eepromittaiur, but cf. pro oervitio tuo vel pro homagio, Sleta, II. c. 60, 
I 26. 
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It only reniains to trace the gradual aj^earance of con- 
aidcration in tlie decisions. A case of the reign of Ed- 
wa^ 111.^ seems to distinguish between a parol obligation 
founded on voluntaiy payments by the obligee and one 
fbimded on a payment at the obligors request. It also 
speaks of the debt or “ duty ” in that case as arising by 
cause of payments. Somewhat similar language is used 
in the next reign.* So, in the twelfth year of Henry IV,,® 
there is an approach to the thought: “ If money is prom¬ 
ised to a man for making a release, and he makes the re¬ 
lease, he will have a good action of debt in the matter.*’ 
In the next reign * it was decided that, in such a case, the 
plaintiff could not recover without having executed the re¬ 
lease, which is explained by the editor on the ground that 
ex mido pcLcto non oritur actio. But the most important 
fact is, that from Edwjird I. to Henry VI. we find no 
case where a debt was recovered, unless a consideration 
had in fact been received. 

Another fact to be noticed is, that since Edward III. 
debts arising from a transaction without writing are said 
to aijse from contract, as distinguished from debts arising 
from an obligation.® Hence, when consideration was re¬ 
quired as such, it was required in contracts not under seal, 
whether debts or not. Under HcUiry VI. quid pro quo 
became a necessity in all such contracts. In the third 
year of that reign ® it was objected to an action upon an 

y. B. 20 Edi III. 25, 26. But cf. 48 Ed. III. 8, pL 6. 

19 11*1 Fltzh. Abr. DtUf pi. 166. 

y. B. 12 Hen. IV. 17, pi. 18, ad jin. 

Y. B. 0 Hen. V. 14, pi. 23. 

i <Cf. 18 Ed. 11. 403; 17 Ed. III. 48, pi. 14; 20 Ed. III. 26, 26.) 
41 Ed. III. 7, pi. 15; 46 Ed. III. 6, pi. 16; FiUh. Al^. Ddt, pi. 166. 

* y. B- 3 Hen. VI. 36, pi. 83. 
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assumpsit for not building a mill, that it was not shown 
what the defendant was to have for doing it. In the 
thirtj-sixth year of the same reign (a. d. 1459), the doc¬ 
trine appears full grown, and is assumed to be familiar. ^ 

The case turned upon a question wiiich was debated for 
centuries before it was settled, whether debt would lie for 
a sum of money promised by the defendant to the plaiiftifP 
if he would marry the defendant’s daughter. But whereas 
formerly the debate had been whether the promise was 
not so far incident to the marriage that it belonged ex¬ 
clusively to the jurisdiction of the spiritual courts, it now 
touched the purely mundane doubt whether the defend¬ 
ant had had quid pro quo. 

It will be remembered that the fact formerly sworn to 
by the transaction witnesses was a benefit to the defend¬ 
ant, namely, a delivery of the things sold or the money 
lent to him. Such cases, also, offer the most obvious form 
of consideration. The natural question is, what the prom¬ 
isor was to have for his promise.^ It is only by analysis 
that the supposed policy of the law is seen to be equally sat¬ 
isfied by a detriment incurred by the promisee. It there-, 
fore not unnaturally happened that the judges, when they 
first laid down the law that there must be quid pro gwo, 
were slow to recognise a detriment to the contractee as 
satisfying the requirement which had been .laid down. In 
the case which I have mentioned some of the judges were 
inclined to hold that jetting rid of his daughter was a 
sufficient benefit to the defendant to make*'him a debtor 
for the money which he promised; and there* was even 
some hint of the opinion, that marrying the lady was a 

1 Y. a 37 Hen. VI. 8, pi. 18. 

« E. g., Rolfe ill Y. B. 3 Hen, VI. 86, pi. 23. 
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oo0f^derati6n, l^cause it was a detriment to the promisee.^ 
But the other opinion prevailed^ at least for a time, be< 
catu^ the defendant had had nothing from the plaintiff 
sufficient to raise a debt,® 

So it was held that a service rendered to a third per* 
son upon the defendant’s request and promise of a re- 
wa«i, would not be enough,® although not without strong 
opinions to the contrary, and for a time the precedents 
were settled. It became established law that an action 
of debt would only lie upon a consideration actually re¬ 
ceived by and enuring to the benefit of the debtor. 

It was, however, no peculiarity of either the action or 
the contract of debt which led to this view, but the im¬ 
perfectly developed theory of consideration prevailing be¬ 
tween the reigns of Henry VI. and Elizabeth. The theoiy 
was the same in assumpsit,^ and in equity.®, Wherever 
consideration was mentioned, it was always as quid pro 
quo, as what the contractor was to have for his contract. 

Moreover, before consideration was ever heard of, debt 
was the time-honored remedy on every obligation to pay 
money enforced by law, except the liability to damages for 
a Wrong.® It has been shown already that a surety could 
be sued in debt until the time of Edward III. without a 
wilting, yet a surety receives no benefit from the dealing 
with his principal. For instance, if a man sells com to A, 

^ Y. B. 37 Hen, VI. 8, pi. 18. Cf. BreJ Feoffements al U$eSf pi. 54; 
Plowden, 801. 

* Y. B, 16 EdTlV. 32, pi. 14; (s. c., 14 Ed. IV. 6, pi. 8;) 17 Ed. 
IV. 4, pi. 4. 

» Cf. Y. B. 87 Hen. VI. 8, pi. 18 ; 17 Ed. IV. 4, 6; Plowden, 305, 806. 

* Y. B. 3 Hen. VJ. 86, pi. 33. 

« Y. B.,37 Hen. VI. 18. 

* Ae to requirement of certain sum, cf. Y. B. 12 Ed. 11. 375; Fleta, 
II. c. 60, § 24. 
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and B sajs^ ** I will pay if A does not/’ the Bale does B no 

* 

good so far as appears by the terms of the bargain. Fdr 
this reason, debt cannot now be maintained' against a 
surety in such a case. 

It was not always so. It is not so to this day if there is 
an obligation under seal. In that case, it does not matter 
how the obligation arose, or whether there was any con¬ 
sideration for it or not. But a writing was a more general 
way of establishing a debt in Glanvill’s time than witness, 
and it is absurd to determine the scope of the action by 
considering only a single class of debts enforced by it. 
Moreover, a writing for a long time was only another, 
although more conclusive, mode of proof. The foundation 
of the action was the same, however it was proved. This 
was a duty or duity ” ^ to the plaintiff, in other words, 
that money was due him, no matter how, as any one may 
see by reading the earlier Year Books. Hence it was, 
that debt lay equally upon a judgment * which established 
such a duty by matter of record, or upon the defendant’s 
admission recorded in like manner.^ 

To sum up, the action of debt has passed through three 
stages. At first, it was the only remedy to recover mon^ 
due, except when the liability was simply to pay damages 
for a wrongful act. It was closely akin to — indeed it 
was but a branch of — the action for any form of personal 
property which the defendant was bound by contract or 
otherwise to hand ovfer to the plaintiff.^ If there was a 
contract to pay money, the only question was how you 

1 Y. B. 29 Ed. III. 25, 26; 40 Ed. HI. 24, pi. 27; 4S Ed. lli % 
pi. 5. . 

« Y. B. 43 Ed. III. 2, pi. 6; 46 Ed. III. 26, pL 10; 60 Ed. UI. 6, jO. 11. 

* Cf. Olanr., Lib. X. c. 8 ; Fleta, II. c. 60, § 26. 

* Y. B. 35 Ed. I. 454; 12 Ed. II. 376. 



HISTORY OF CONTRACT. 


271 


could prove it. Any such contract, which could be proved 
hy any of means known to early law, constituted a 
deb|to There was no theory of consideration, and there¬ 
fore, of course, no limit to either the action or the contract 
based upon the nature of the consideration received. 

The second stage was when the doctrine of considera- 
^oit was introduced in its earlier form of a benefit to the 
promisor. This applied to all contracts not under seal 
while it prevailed, but it was established while debt was 
the only action for .money payable by such contracts. The 
precedents are, for the most part, precedents in debt. 

The third stage was reached when a larger view was 
taken of consideration, and it was expressed in terms of 
detriment to the promisee. This change was a change in 
the substantive law, and logically it should have been 
applied throughout. But it arose in another and later 
form of action, under circumstances peculiarly connected 
with that action, as will be explained hereafter. The re¬ 
sult was that the new doctrine prevailed in the new action, 
and the old in the old, and that what was really the 
anomaly of'inconsistent theories carried out side by side dis¬ 
guised itself in the form of a limitation upon the action of 
debt. That action did not remain, as formerly, the remedy 
for all^binding contracts to pay mon»y, but, so far as parol 
contracts were concerned, could only be used where the 
consideration was a benefit actually received by the prom¬ 
isor. With regard to obligations arising in any other 
way, it has reiftained unchanged. 

I must now devote a few words to the effect upon our 
law of the other mode of proof which I have mentioned. 
X mean charters. A charter was simply a writing. As 
few could write, most people had to authenticate a doou- 
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ment in some other way, for instance, by making their 
mark. This was, in fact, the universal practice in Eng¬ 
land until the introduction of Norman customs.* Y^ith 
them seals came in. But as late as Heniy II. they were 
said by the Chief Justice of England to belong properly 
only to kings and to very great men.^ I know no ground 
for thinking that an authentic charter had any less etiPeot 
at that time when not under seal than when it was i^ealed.*^ 
It was only evidence cither way, and is called so in many 
of the early cases.* It could be waived, and suit tendered 
in its place.^ Its conclusive effect was due to the satisfaiv 
toiy nature of the evidence, not to the seal.® 

But when seals came into use they obviously made the 
evidence of the charter better, in so far as the ^al was 
more difficult to forge than a stroke of the pen. Seals ac¬ 
quired such importance, that, for a time, a man was bound 
by his seal, although it was affixed without his consent.^ 
At last a seal came to be required, in order that a charter 
should have its ancient effect.® 

A covenant or contract under seal was no longer a 
promise well proved; it was, a promise *of a distinct na¬ 
ture, for which a distinct form of action came to be pro- 

1 Ducange, “Sigillum”; Ingulpli. 901. 

* Big. PI. Ang. Norm. 1/7. '• 

* Big. PI. Ang. Norm. 177 ; Bract., fol. 100 § 9, ^^Bcriptura,” But 

cf. Y. B. 30 Ed. I. 168; Fleta, 11. c. GO, § 25. 

* Y. B. 33 Ed. I. 354, 35G ; 35 Ed. I. 465, top; 41 Ed. III. 7, pi. 15; 
44 Ed. 111. 21, pi. 23. Cf. 39 Hen. VI. 34, pi. 46. 

« Y, B. 7 Ed. II. 242. Cf. 35 Ed. I. 452. ’ 

* Cf. Bract., fol. 100 6, § 9. ' 

^ Cf. Glanv., Lib. X. c. 1^; Dugdalc, Antiq. Warwic. 673, cited Ducange, 

**Sigillum”; Bract., fol. 396 6, § 3; 1 Britt. (Nicb.) 163, § 17; Abbrev, Plac. 
8 Job., Berk. rot. 4, pp. 55, 66; ib. 19 Ed. I., Norf. & Suff, «)t. 7, 284f; 

ib. Index “Sigillum.” 

» Y. B. 30 Ed. L 168; Fleta, II. c. 60, § 25, p. 130. 
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Tjded.^ I hi^ve shown how the requireiiient of considerar 
tion became a rule of substantive law, and also why it 
never had any foothold in the domain of covenants. The 
exception of covenants from the requirement became a 
rule of substantive law also. The man who had set his 
hand to a charter, from being bound because he had con¬ 
sented to be, and because there was a writing to prove it,^ 
was now held by force of the seal and by deed alone as 
distinguished from all other writings. And to maintain 
the integrity of an inadequate tlieory, a seal was said to 
import a consideration. 

Nowadays, it is sometimes thought more philosophical 
to say that a covenant is a formal contract, which survives ‘ 
^ongside of the ordinary consensual contract, just as hap¬ 
pened in the Roman law. But this is not a very instruct¬ 
ive way of putting it either. In one sense, everything is 
form which the law requires in order to make a promise 
binding over and above the mere expression of the prom¬ 
isor’s will. Consideration is a form as much as a seal. 
The only difference is, that one form is of modern intro¬ 
duction, and has a foundation in good sense, or at least 
falls in with our common habits of thought, so that we do 
not notice it, whereas the other is a survival from an older 
condition of the law, and is less manifestly sensible, or less 
familiar. I may add, that, under the influence of the latter 
consideration, the law of covenants is breaking down. In 
many States it is held that a mer^ scroll or flourish of the 
pen is a suffiefent seal. From this it is a short step to 
abolish the distinction betw''een scaled and unsealed instru¬ 
ments altogether, and this has been done in some of tli© 
Western States. 

s 45 Ed. III. 24, pL 80. 


18 


* Bract., fol. 100 5, $ 9, 
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While covenants survive in a somewhat weak old age, 
and debt has disappeared, leaving a vaguely disturbing 
influence behind it, the whole modem law of contract has 
grown up through the medium of the action of Assump¬ 
sit, which must now be explained. 

After the Norman conquest all ordinary actions were 
begun by a writ issuing from the king, and ordering® the 
defendant to be summoned before the court to answer the 
plaintiff. These writs were issued as a matter of course, 
in the various well-known actions from which they took 
their names. There were writs of debt and of covenant; 
there were writs of trespass for forcible injuries to the 
plaintiff s person, or to property in his possession, and 
so on. But these writs were only issued for the actions 
which were known to the law, and without a writ the 
court had no authority to try a case. In the time of 
Edward I. there were but lew of such actions. The cases 
in which you could recover money of another fell into a 
small number of groups, for each of which there was a par¬ 
ticular form of suing and stating your claim. 

These forms had ceased to be adequate. Thus there 
were many cases which did not exactly fall within the 
definition of a trespass, but for which it was pi^oper that 
a remedy should be^ furnished. In order to furnish a 
remedy, the first thing to be done was to furnish a writ. 
Accordingly, the famous statute of 13 Edward I., c, 24, 
authorized the office from which the old writs issued to 
frame new ones in cases similar in principle to those for 
which writs wore found, and requiring like remedy, but not 
exactly falling within the scope of the writs already in use. 

Thus writs of trespass on the case began to make their 
appearance; that is, writs stating a ground of complaint 
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analogoas to n trespass^ but not quite amounting to a tres- 
. pass as it had been sued for in the older precedents. To 
talu^ an instance which is substantially one of the earliest 
caseSj suppose that a man left a horse with a blacksmith to 
be shod, and he negligently drove a nail into the horse’s 
foot. It might be that the owner of the horse could not 
hafe one of the old writs, because the horse was not in his 
possession when the damage was done. A strict trespass 
upon property could only be committed against the per¬ 
son in possession of it. Jt could not be committed by one 
who was in possession himself.^ But as laming the horse 
was equally a wrong, whether the owner held the horse 
by the bridle or left it with the smith, and as the wrong 
was closely analogous to a trespass, although not one, the 
law gave the owner a writ of trespass on the case.^ 

An example like this raises no difficulty; it is as much 
an action of tort for a wrong as trespass itself. No con¬ 
tract was stated, and none was necessary on principle. But 
this does not belong to the class of cases to be considered, 
for the problem before us is to trace the origin of assump¬ 
sit, which is an •action of contract. Assumpsit, however, 
began as an action of trespass on the case, and the thing 
to be discovered is how trespass on the case ever became 
available for a mere breach of agreeihent. 

It will be well to examine some of the earliest cases 
in which an undertaking (assumpgit) was alleged. The 
first reported in the books is of tKe reign of Edward III.® 
The plaintiff alleged that the defendant undertook to carry 
the plaintiff’s horse safely across the Humber, but sur- 

I Cf. 5 Co. Rep. 13 5, 14 a, with 1 Roll. Rep. 126, 128; Y. B. 43 Ed, 
III. SO, pi. 15. 

^ Y. B. 46 £d. Ill. 19, pi. 19 ; 8. c. Bro. j4cc. sur It Castt pL 22. 

B Y. B. 22 Ass., pi. 41, fol. 94. 
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charged the boat, by reason of which the horse j^rished. 

It was objected that the action should have been either 

covenant for breach of the agreement, or else trespass. But 

it was answered that the defendant committed a wrongful 

act when he surcharged the boat, and the* objection was 

overruled. This case again, although an undertaking was 

stated, hardly introduced a new principle. The force Clid 
• 

not proceed directly from the defendant, to be sure, but it 
was brought to bear by the combination of his overloading 
and then pushing into the stream.* 

Tlie next case is of the same reign, and goes further.^ 
The writ set forth that the defendant undertook to cure 
the plaintiff’s horse of sickness {inanucepit equum pr(B- 
dicti W, de injirmitate)y and did his work so negligently 
that the horse died. This differs from the case of laming 
the horse with a nail in two respects. It does not chaige 
apy forcible act, nor indeed any act at all, but a ipere 
omission. On the other hand, it states an undertaking, 
which the other did not. The defendant at once objected 
that this was an action for a breach of an undertaking, 
and that the plaintiff should have brought** covenant. The 
plaintiff replied, that he could not do that without a deed, 
and that the action was for negligently causing the death 
of the horse; that is, for a tort, not for a breach of contract. 
Then, said the defendant, you might have had trespass. 
But the plaintiff answered that by saying that the horse 
was not killed by force, \)ut died per def. de m cure ; and 
upon this argument the writ was adjudged good, Thorpe, 
J. saying that he had seen a man indicted for killing a 
patient by want of care (default in curing), whom he had 
undertaken to cure. 


I Y. B. 43 Ed. III. 33, pL 38. 
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Bothjthe^e cases, it will be seen, were dealt with by the 
court as pure actions of tort, notwithstanding the allega¬ 
tion of an undertaking on the part of the defendant. But 
it will also be seen that they are successively more remote 
from an ordinary case of trespass. In the case last stated, 
especially, the destroying force did not proceed from the 
defendant in any sense. And thus we are confronted with 
the question, What possible analogy could have been 
found between a wrongfid act producing hann, and a fail¬ 
ure to act at all ? 

Before I attempt to answer it, let me illustrate a little 
further by examples of somewhat later date. Suppose a 
man undertook to work upon another’s house, and by his 
unskilfulness spoiled his employer’s timbers; it would be 
like a trespass, although not one, and the employer would 
sue in trespass on the case. This was stated as clear law 
by one of the judges in the reign of Henry IV.' But sup¬ 
pose that, instead of directly spoiling the materials, the car¬ 
penter had simply left a hole in the roof through which 
the rain had come in and done the damage. The analogy 
to the previous# case is marked, but we are a step farther 
away from trespass, because the force does not come from 
the defendant. Yet in this instance also the judges 
thought that trespass 6n the case w^uld lic.^ In the time 
of Henry IV. the action could not have been maintained 
for a simple refusal to build according to agreement; but 
it was suggested by the court, that, if the writ had men¬ 
tioned that the thing had been commenced and then by 
n^ligence not done, it would have been otherwise.” ^ 

, 1,Y. B. llHen. IV. 33, pi. 60. 

^iy. B. 3 Hen. VI. 86, pi. 33. 

• y. B. 2 Hen. IV. 3. pi. 9 ; 11 Hen. IV. 83, pi. 60. Cf. 3 Hen. VI. 36, 
pi. 88. , 
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I now recur to the question, What likeness could there 
have been between an omission and a trespass sufficient to 
warrant a writ of trespass on the case ? In order to find 
an answer it is essential to notice that in all the earlier 
cases the omission occurred in the course of dealing with 
the plaintiff’s person or property, and occasioned damage 
to the one or the other. In view of this fact, Thorpe’s 
reference to indictments for killing a patient by want of 
care, and the later distinction between neglect before and 
after the task is commenced, are most pregnant. The 
former becomes still more suggestive when it is remem¬ 
bered that this is the first argument or analogy to be found 
upon the subject. 

The meaning of that analogy is plain. Although a man 
has a perfect right to stand by and see his neighbor’s prop¬ 
erty destroyed, or, for the matter of that, to watch his 
neighbor perish for want of his help, yet if he oned inter¬ 
meddles he has no longer the same freedom. He cannot 
withdraw at will. To give a more specific example, if a 
surgeon from benevolence cuts the umbilical cord of a 
newly-born child, he cannot stop there ^and watch the 
patient bleed to death. It would be murder wilfully to 
allow death to come to pass in that way, as much as if the 
intention had been entertained at the time of cutting the 
cord. It would not matter whether the wickedness be¬ 
gan with the act, or with the subsequent omission. 

The same reasoning applies to civil liability. A carpen¬ 
ter need not go to work upon another man^ house at all, 
but if he acc^epts the other’s confidence and intermeddleB, 
he cannot stop ’ at will and leave the roof open to the 
weather. So in the case of the farrier, when he had taken 
charge of the horse, he could not stop at the critical mo- 
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meut and leave the consequences to fortune. So, still more 
clearly, when the ferryman undertook to carry a horse 
across the Humber, although the water drowned the horse, 
his remote acts of overloading his boat and pushing it into 
the stream in that condition occasioned the loss, and he 
was answerable for it. 

In the foregoing cases the duty was independent of con¬ 
tract, or at least‘was so regarded by the judges who de¬ 
cided them, and stood on the general rules applied to 
human conduct even by the criminal law. The imme¬ 
diate occasion of the damage complained of may have 
been a mere omission letting in the operation of natural 
*^forces. But if you connect it, as it wns connected in fact, 
with the previous dealings, you have a course of action 
and conduct which, taken as a whole, has caused or occa¬ 
sioned the harm. 

The objection may be urged, to be sure, that there is a 
considerable step from holding a man liable for the conse¬ 
quences of his acts which he might have prevented, to 
making him answerable for not having interfered with the 
course of nature vdien he neither set it in motion nor opened 
the door for it to do harm, and that there is just that differ¬ 
ence between mal^ng a hole in a roof and leaving it open, 
or cutting the cord and letting it biped, on the one side, 
and the case of a farrier who receives a sick horse and 
omits proper precautions, on the other.^ 

There seem to be two answ’ers to this. First, it is not 
clear that such distinction was adverted to by the court 
which decided the case which I have mentioned. It was 
alleged that the defendant performed his Cure so negli- 
gently that the horse died. It might not have occurred to 

1 Qf. 19 Hen. VI, 49, pi, 5 ad fin.^ Newton, C. J, 
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the judges that the defendant’s conduct possibly went 
further than the omission of a series of beneficial measures. 
It was probably assumed to have consisted of a Combina¬ 
tion of acts and neglects, which taken as a whole amounted 

a 

to an improper dealing with the thing. 

In the next place, it is doubtful whether the distinction 
is a sound one on practical grounds. It may well be that, 
so long as one allows a trust to be reposed in him, he is 
bound to use such precautions as are known to him, 
although he has made no contract, and is at liberty to re¬ 
nounce the trust in any reasonable manner. . This view 
derives some support from the issue on which the parties 
went to trial, which was that the defendant performed the* 
cure as well as he knew how, without this, that the hor^ 
died for default of his care (cure ?).^ 

But it cannot be denied that the allegation of an under¬ 
taking conveyed the idea of a promise, as well as that of an 
entering upon the business in hand. Indeed, the latter 
element is sufficiently conveyed, perhaps, without it. It 
may be asked, therefore, whether the promise did not 
count for something in raising a duty to act. So far as 
this involves the consequence that the action was in fact 
for the breach of a contract, the answer has been given 
already, and is sustained by too great a weight of author¬ 
ity to be doubted.^ To bind the defendant by a contract, 
an instrument under seal was essential. As has been 
shown, already, even tie ancient sphere of debt had been 
limited by this requirement, and in the tim(fof Ed^td III. 
a deed was necessary even to bind a surety* It wias iso 

‘’i' 

1 df. Y. B. 48 Ed. III. 6, pi. 11. 

* Gases supra; Y. B. 2 Hen. IV. 8, pi. 9 ; 11 Hen. lY, 83. Cf. 8 Hen. 
VI. 86, pi. 38; 20 Hen. VI. 34, pL 4; 2 Hen. YU. 11, pi. 9. 
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a fortiori to introduce a liability upon promises not en¬ 
forced by the ancient law. Nevertheless, the suggestion 
W9S made at an early date, that an action on the case for 
daihage by negligence, that is, by an omission of proper 
precautions, alleging an undeitaking by way of induce¬ 
ment, was in fact,an action of contract. 

Five years after the action for negligence in curing a 
horse, which has been stated, an action was brought ‘ in 
similar form against a surgeon, alleging that he undertook 
to cure the plaintiff’s hand, and that by his negligence the 
pldntiiF’s hand was maimed. There was, however, this 
difference, that it was set forth that the plaintiff’s hand 
had beeo wounded by one T. B. And hence it appeared 
that, however much the bad treatment may have aggra¬ 
vated matters,* the maiming was properly attributable to 
T. B., and that the plaintiff had an action against him. 
This may have led the defendant to adopt the course he 
did, because he felt uncertain whether any action of tort 
would lie. He took issue on the undertaking, assuming 
that to be essential to the plaintiff’s case, and then ob¬ 
jected that the^writ did not show the place of the un- 
diertaking, and hence was bad, because it did not show 
whence the inquest should be summoned to speak to that 
point* The writ was adjudged bad^on that ground, which 
seems as if the court sanctioned the defendant’s view. 
In4<^s4» one of the judges called it an ‘action of covenant, 
and said that “ of necessity it wsfe maintainable without 
specialty, because for so small a matter a man cannot al¬ 
ways have a clerk at hand to write a deed ” (pur fake 
especiaUy), At the same time the earlier cases which 

^ Y. B. 48 Ed. III. 6, pi, 11. Cf. Fitzh. Abr. Aee. mr U case, pi. 87, 
11 R. 11; 14 Hen. VI. 18. But cf. 43 Ed. III. 33, pi. 88. 
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have been mentioned were cited and relied on, and it is 
evident that the court was not prepared to go beyond 
them, or to hold that the action could be maintained^ on 
its merits apart from the technical objection. In another 
connection it seems to have considered the action from the 
point of view of trespass.' 

Whatever questions this case may suggest, the clasu of 
actions which alleged an undertaking on the part of the 
defendant continued to be dealt with as actions of tort for 
a long time after Edward III. The liability was limited 
to damage to person or property arising after the defend¬ 
ant had entered upon the employment. And it was 
mainly through reasoning drawn from the law of tort 
that it was afterwards extended, as will be seen. 

At the beginning of the reign of Henry VI. it was 
probably still the law that the action would not lie for a 
simple failure to keep a promise.^ But it had been several 
times suggested, as has been shown, that it would be 
otherwise if the omission or neglect occurred in the course 
of performance, and the defendant’s conduct had been fol¬ 
lowed by physical damage.'^ This suggestion took its 
most striking form in the early years of Henry VI., when 
•the case of the carpenter leaving a hole in the roof was 
put,* When the courts had got as far as this, it was easy 
to go one step farther, and to allow the same effect to an 
omission at any stage, followed by similar damage. * 

* Cf. Candisli’s reasons for fallowing wager of law with. Y. B. 32 & 33 
Ed. I., Preface, p. xxxvi., citing the old rules of pleading printed at the 
end of the tract entitled, Modus tenendi unimi Hundreclum sive Curiam d« 
Becordo, in liastell’s Law Tracts, p. 410, E, F, G. 

a y. B, 3 Hen. VI. 36, pi. 33. 

« Y. B. 2 Hen. IV. 3, pi. 9; 11 Hen. IV. 33, pi. 60 ; 3 Hw. VI. 36, 
pi. 33. 

* 3 Hen. VI. 36, pi. 33, 
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What is the difference in principle, it was asked, a few 
years later,^ between the cases where it is admitted that 
the action will lie, and that of a smith who undertakes to 
shoe a horse and does not, by reason of which the horse 
goes lame,,— or that of a lawyer, who undertakes to argue 
your case, and, after thus inducing you to rely upon 
him, neglects to be present, so that you lose it ? It was 
said that in the earlier instances the duty was dependent 
on or accessory to the covenant, and that, if the action 
would lie on the acce8>sory matter, it would lie on the 
principal.® It was held on demurrer that an action would 
lie for not procuring certain releases which the defendant 
had undertaken to get. 

Five years later another case ^ came up, which was very 
like that of tlie farrier in the reign of Edward III. It was 
alleged that the defendant undertook to cure the plaintiff's 
horse, and applied medicine so negligently that the horse 
died. In this, as in the earlier cjise, the issue was taken 
on the assumpsit. And now the difference between an 
omission and an act was clearly stated, the declaration was 
heM not to mean jieccssarily anything more than an omis¬ 
sion, and it was said that but for the undertaking the de¬ 
fendant would have owed no duty to act. Hence the 
allegation of the defendant’s promise was material, and an 
issue could properly be taken on it. 

This ’decision distinctly separated from the mass of ac¬ 
tions on the case a special class arising out of a promise 
as the source ofHhe defendant’s obligation, and it was only 
a matter of time for that class to become a new and dis- 

» Y. B. U Hen. VI. 18, pi 58. 

» md. Cf. 48 Ed. III. 6, pi 11. 

« Y. B. 19 Hen. VL 49, pi 5. See, further, Y. B. 20 Hea. Vb 26> 

pi. 11. 
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tinct action of contract. Had this change taken place at 
onoe^ the doctrine of consideration, which was first defii- 
nitely enunciated about the same time, would no doubt 
have been applied, and a quid pro quo would have* been 
required for the undertaking.^ But the notion of tort 

was not at once abandoned. The law was laid down at 

/ 

the beginning of the reign of Henry VII., in accordance 
with the earlier decisions, and it was said that the action 
would not lie for a failure to keep a i)romiso, but only for 
negligence after the defendant had entered upon his un¬ 
dertaking.^ 

So far as the action did not exceed the true limits of 
tort, it was immaterial whether there was a consideration 
for the undertaking or not. But when the mistake was 
made of supposing that all cases, whether proper torts or 
not, in which an assumpsit was alleged, were equally 
founded on the promise, one of two erroneous conclusions 
was naturally thought to follow. Either no assumpsit 
needed any quid pro quo,^ as there was clearly none in. the 
older precedents, (they being cases of pure tort,) or else 
those precedents were wrong, and a quid P^o quo should 
be alleged in every case. It was long recognized with 
more or less understanding of the true limit, that, in cases 
where the gist of the action was negligent damage to 
property, a consideration was not necessary.^ And there 
are some traces of the notion that it w'as always super¬ 
fluous, as late as Charles I. 

1 Cf. Y. B. 8 Hen. VI. 36, pi. 33. * 

a Y. B. 2 Hen. VII. 11. i>l. 0. Cf. 20 Hen. VI. 34, pL 4. 

• Cf. Y. B. 14 Hen. VI. 18, pi. 58 ; 21 Hen. Vll. 41, pi. 66, Fitieux, C, J. 

* Keilway, 160, pi. 2 (2 Hen. VIII.); Povotmry v. WdlUm^ 1 Boll. Abr. 
10, pi. 5 (39 £Iiz.); Coggs r. B&rnardt 2 Ld. Baym. 909 (^2 Anne, A. X>. 
1703), Suprot p. 196, 
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In a* case of that reign^ the defendant retained an at¬ 
torney to act in a suit for a third person, and promised 
to p^y him all his fees and expenses. The attorney ren¬ 
dered the service, and then brought debt. It was ob¬ 
jected that debt did not lie, because there was no contract 
between the. parties, and the defendant had not any quid 
pro ^uo. The court adopted the argument, and said that 
there was no contract or consideration to ground this ac¬ 
tion, but that the plaintiff might have sued in assumpsit.^ 
It ^as, perhaps, the lingering of this idea, and the often 
repeated notion that an assumpsit was not a contract,* 
to which was attributable a more enlarged theory of con¬ 
sideration than prevailed in debt. It was settled that as¬ 
sumpsit would lie for a mere omission or nonfeasance. 
The cases which have been mentioned of the reign of 
Henry VL were followed by others in the latter years of 
Henry VII.,* and it was never again doubted. An action 
for such a cause was clearly for a breach of promise, as had 
been recognized from the-time of Edward III. If so, a 
consideration was necessary.* Notwithstanding occasional 
vagaries, that als<J had been settled or taken for granted in 
many cases of Queen Elizabeth’s time. But the bastard 
ongin of the action which gave rise to the doubt Bow 
far any consideration at all was necessary, made it pos¬ 
sible to hold considerations sufficient which had been 
rejected in debt. ^ 

Another circumstance may not hdve been without its in¬ 
fluence. It would seem that, in the period when assumpsit 

1 Sands v. Treviliant Cro. Car. 193, 194 (Mich. 4 Car. I., a. d. 1629). 
S‘Bro, Acc. sur It Oast, pi. 5; s. c., Y, B. 27 Hen, VIII, 24, 26^ 
pi. 3; SidenJiam v. Worlingtorit 2 Leon. 224, A. D. 1685. 

« Y. B. 21 Hen. Vll. 80, pi. 5; ib. 41, pL 66. 

* y. B, 8 Hen. VI. 36, pi. 33. 
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was just growing into its full proportions, there was some 
little inclination to identify consideration with the Boinan 
eausa, taken in its broadest sense. The word ** cause ” was 
used for consideration in the early years of Elizabeth, with 
reference to a covenant to stand seized to uses.^ It was 
used in the same sense in the action of assumpsit.^ In 
the last cited report, although the principal case onlj laid 
down a doctrine that would be followed to-day, there was 
also stated an anonymous case which was interpreted to 
mean that an executed consideration furnished upon re¬ 
quest, but without any promise of any kind, would support 
a subsequent promise to pay for it.® Starting from this 
authority and the word cause,” tlie conclusion was soon 
reached that there was a great difference between a con¬ 
tract and an assumpsit; and that, wdiercas in contracts 
everything which is requisite ought to concur and meet 
together, viz. the consideration of the one side, and the 
sale or the promise on the other side, ... to maintain 
an action upon an assumpsit, tlie same is not requisite, for 
it is sufficient if there be a moving cause or consideration 
precedent; for which cause or consideration the promise 
was made.” ^ 

Ihus, where the defendant retained the plaintiff to be 

r 

^ Sh/irmgton v. Stroitout Plowden, 298 (Mich. 7 & 8 £liz.); ih. 809, 
note on *‘the civil law.” 

a Eu7tt V. Bafe, 3 Dyer, 972 a (10 Eliz., a. ». 1668). 

* See Lecture VII]. Mr?* Langdell, Contracts §§ 92, 94, suggests the 
ingenious explanation for this doctrine, that it was* then held that nfl 
promise could be implied in fact from the request. There may he evidence 
which I do not know, but the case cited (liufide'ii v.^Thinne, Yelv. 40) for 
this statement was not decided until A. n. 1603, while the implication of 
Stmt V. ScUet supra, which was the authority followed by the eases to he 
explained, is all the other way. 

* Sideuham v. Worlingtoii, 2 Leon. 224, A. D. 1686. 
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miller to his aunt at ten shillings a week, it was held that^ 
assumpsit would lie, because the service, though not bene> 
hckl to the defendant, was a charge or detriment to the 
plainliiff.^ The old questions were reargued, and views 
which were very near prevailing in debt under Henry VI., 
prevailed in assumpsit under Elizabeth and James. 

A aSurety could be sued in assumpsit, although he had 
ceased to be liable in debt.^ Tliere was the same remedy 
on a promise in consideration that the plaintiff would 
marry the defendant’s daughter.® The illusion that as¬ 
sumpsit thus extended did not mean contract, could not 
be kept up. In view of this admission and of the ancient 
precedents, the law oscillated for a time in the direction of 
reward as the true essence of consideration.^ But the 
other view prevailed, and thus, in fact, made a change in 
the substantive law. A simple ctuitract, to be recognized 
as binding by the courts of Henry VI., must have been 
based upon a benefit to the debtor; now a promise might 
be enforced in consideration of a detriment to the prom¬ 
isee. But in the true archaic spirit the doctrine was not 
separated or distinguished from the remedy which intro¬ 
duced it, and thus debt in modern times has presented the 
altered appearance of a duty limited to cases where the 
consideration was of a special sort. ^ 

The later fortunes of assumpsit can be briefly told. It 
introduced bilateral contracts, because a promise was a 

1 Bmd V. Ba/xUr^ 8 Dyer, 272 &, n. (26 & 27 ElLz.). Cf. Richards and 
J^trilet's Case^ 1 Leoia. 19 (26 Eli/..). 

* Bro. Acc. mr Is Case^ pi. 5 ; s. c., Y. B. 27 Hen. VIII. 24, 25, 
pL iS( ; 8 Dytsr, 272, n. 

* V. Ramsford, 3 Dyer, 272 h, n. ; s. c., 2 Leon. Ill, and Cro. 
ISiz. 59, sub. nojn. Marsh v. Kanenford. 

* Smith and Smith's Oascy 3 Leon. 88, a. d . 1583; Riches cmd Briggs^ 

Ydv. 4i A. 1). 1601 ; Pickas v. Yelv. 128, A. D. 1608. 
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detriment; and therefore a sufficient consideration for an¬ 
other promise. It supplanted debt; because the existence 
of the duty to pay was sufficient consideration for a prom¬ 
ise to pay; or rather because; before a consideration was 
required; and as soon as assumpsit would lie for a non¬ 
feasance; this action was* used to avoid the defendimt’s 
wager of law. It vastly extended the number of aotion- 
able contracts, which had formerly been confined to debts 
and covenants, whereas nearly any promise could be sued 
in assumpsit; and it introduced a theory which has had 
great influence on modern law, — that all the liabilities 
of a bailee are founded on contract.^ Whether the prom^ 
inence which was thus given to contract as the foundation 
of legal rights and duties had anything to do with the 
similar prominence which it soon acquired in political 
speculation, it is beyond my province to inquire. 

1 Supra^ p. 195. Lord Coke’s caution not to rely on the abridgments 
is very necessary to the proper study of the history of consideration. The 
abridgments apply the doctrine to cases which make no mention of it, and 
which were decided before it was ever heard oL 



LECTURE VIII. 


CONTRACT. — II. ELEMENTS. 

The general method to be pursued in the analysis of con¬ 
tract is the same as that already explained with regard to 
possession. Wherever the law gives special rights to one, 
or imposes special burdens on another, it docs so on the 
ground that certain special facts arc true of those individ¬ 
uals. In all such cases, therefore, there is a twofold task. 
First, to determine what are the facts to which the special 
consequences are Jtttachcd; second, to ascertain the conse¬ 
quences. The first is the main field of legal argument. 
With regard to contracts the facts are not always the 
same. They may be that a certain person has signed, 
sealed, and delivered a writing of a certain purport. 
They may be that he has made an oral promise, and 
that the promis& has furnished him a consideration. 

The common element of all contracts might be said to 
be a promise, although even a promise was not necessary 
to a liability in debt as formerly understood. But as it will 
not be possible to discuss covenants further, and as con¬ 
sideration formed the main topic of 4he last Lecture, I will 

I# 

take up that first. Furthermore, as there is an historical 
difference between consideration in debt and in assumpsit, 
I shall confine myself to the latter, wljich is the later and 
more philosophical form. 

It is said that any benefit conferred by the promisee on 
the promisor^ or any detriment incurred by the promisee^ 

19 
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may be a consideration. It is also thought that every con¬ 
sideration may be reduced to a case of the latter sort, using 
the word “ detriment ” in a somewhat broad sense. , 

To illustrate the general doctrine, suppose that a man is 
desirous of having a cask of brandy carried from Boston to 
Cambridge, and that a triickman, either out of kindness 
or from some other motive, says that he will carry it,*and 
it is delivered to him accordingly. If he carelessly staves 
in the ciisk, there would perhaps be'no need to allege 
that he undertook to carry it, and on principle, and ac¬ 
cording to tlie older cases, if an undertaking was alleged, 
no consideration for the assumpsit need be stated.^ The 
ground of com])laint in that case would be a wrong, 
irrespective of contract. But if the conjplaint was that 
he did not carry it as agreed, the plaintiif’s difficulty 
would be that the truckman was not bound to do so un¬ 
less there was a consideration for his promise. Suppose, 
therefore, that it was alleged that he promised to do so in 
consideration of the dcliveiy to him. Would this be a 
sufficient consideration ? The oldest cases, going on the 
notion of benefit to the promisor, said t^at it could not 
be, for it was a trouble, not a benefit.^ Then take it from 
the side of detriment. The delivery is a necessary condi¬ 
tion to the promisor’s doing the kindness, and if he does it, 
the delivery, so far from being a detriment to tlie promisee, 
is a clear benefit to hiip. 

But this argument * is a fallacy. Clearly the delivery 
would be sufficient consideration to enable the owner to 
declare in assumpsit for the breach of those duties which 

1 Y. B. 46 Ed. III. 19, pi. 19; 19 Hen. VI. 49, pi. 5; Keilway, '160, 
pi. 2; Powtuary v. Walton^ 1 KoIL Abr. 10, pi, 6; Cogya v. S^nmrd^ 
2 Ld. Raym. 909. 

® Riches and Sriggsj Yelv. 4, A. D. 1601 ; Pickas v. OwUCt Yelv. 128. 
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iUY)se, irrespective of contract, from the defendant’s having 
undertaken to deal with the tiling.^ It would be a suffi- 
cieiiji consideration for any promise not involving a dealing 
with the thing for its performance, for instance, to pay a 
thousand dollars.® And tlie law has not pronounced the 
consideration good or bad according to the nature of the 
profliise founded upon it. Tlic delivery is a sufficient con¬ 
sideration for any promise.® 

The argtiment on the other side leaves out of sight 
the point of time at which the sufficiency of the consid¬ 
eration is to be determined. This is the moment when 
the considenition is furnished. At that moment the de¬ 
livery of the cask is a detriment in tlic strictest sense. 
The owner of the cask has given up a present control 
over it, which he has a right to keep, and he has got in 
return, not a performance for which a delivery was neces¬ 
sary, but a mere promise of performance. The perform¬ 
ance is still future.^ 

But it will be seen that, although the delivery may be a 
consideration, it will not necessarily be one. A promise 
to carry might bb made and accepted on the understand¬ 
ing that it was mere matter of favor, without considera¬ 
tion, and not legally binding. In that case the detriment 
of delivery would be incurred by tlio promisee as before, 
but obviously it would be incurred for the sole purpose of 
enabling the promisor to carry as agreed. 

^ Bai’niyridgG v. Firmstonc, 8 Ail. & Kl. 743, A. D. 1838. 

^ * WWemsm 'v.^Oliwirai, 1 Bing. N. C. 490, A. i>. 1836 ; Saigh v. 
Srook,% 10 Ad. & El. 309 ; il>. 323 ; Hart v. Miles, 4 C. B. N. s. 371, 
A. D. 1858. 

^ WTuMUley v. Low, Cro. Jac. 608, A. i). 1623. Cf. Bj/fie and JPtaynds 
Gme, 1 Leon. 220, 221 (32 & 33 Eliz.). 

, * WUkitUion v. Oliveira, 1 Bing. N. C. 490 ; Jlaigh v. Brooks, 10 Ad. 

300; Hart v. Miles, 4 0. B. N. s. 371; 6 Am. Law Rev. 47, Oct. 187L 
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It appears to me that it has not always been 
borne in mind that the same thing may be a consideradoil 
or not, as it is dealt with by the parties. The popular 
explanation of Coggs v, Bernard is, that the delivery was 
a consideration for a promise to carry the casks safely. 
I have given what I believe to be the true explanation, 
and that which 1 think Lord Holt had in view, in the lifth 
Lecture.^ But whether that which I have offered be true 
or not, a serious objection to the one which is commonly 
accepted is that the declaration docs not allege that the 
delivery was the consideration. 

The same caution should be observed in construing the 
terms of an agreement. It is hard to see the propriety of 
erecting any detriment which an instrument may disclose 
(A* provide for, into a consideration, unless the parties have 
dealt with it on that footing. In many cases a promisee 
may incur a detriment without thereby furnishing a con* 
sideration. The detriment may be nothing but a condition 
precedent to performance of the promise, as where a man 
promises another to pay him five hundred dollars if he 
breaks his leg.^ • 

The courts, however, have gone far towards obliterating 
this distinction. Acts which by a fair interpretation of 
language would seem to have been contemplated as only 
the compliance with a condition, have been treated as the 
consideration of the pr^mise.^ And so have counter {nrom* 
ises in an agreement Wnich expressly stated other matters 
as the consideration.^ So it should be mentioned, sub* 

^ Supftbf pp. 196, 197. See also Lecture VII. 

^ Byles, J., in ^ladtoell y. Shadwellf 30 L. J» C. P. 145, 149. * 

* Skadwell v. Skadwellf vbi mpra; Bwrr v, 13 AU^n, 233, 

272, 273. 

* Thomas v. Thomas^ 2 Q. B. 851. 
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ta tlie question whether there may not be a special 
explanation for the doctrine, that it is said that an assign- 
m^t of a leasehold cannot be voluntaiy under the statute 
of 27 Klizabeth, c* 4, because the assignee comes into the 
obligations of the tenant.^ Yet the assignee’s incurring 
this detriment may not be contemplated as the induce- 
meift of the assignment, and in many cases only amounts 
to a deduction from the benefit conferred, as a right of 
way would be, especially if the only obligation is to pay 
rent, which issues out of the land in theory of law. 

But although the courts may have sometimes gone a 
little far in their anxiety to sustain agreements, there can 
be no doubt of the principle which I have laid down, 
that the same thing may be a consideration or not, as it 
is dealt with by the parties. This raises the question how 
a thing must be dealt with, in order to make it a con¬ 
sideration. 

It is said that consideration must not be confounded 
with motive. It is true that it must not be confounded 
with what may be the prevailing or chief motive in actual 
fact. A man maiy promise to paint a picture for five hun- 
di»d dollars, while his chief motive may be a desire for 
ikme. A consideration may be given and accepted, in 
&ct, solely for the purpose of making a promise binding. 
But, nevertheless, it is the essence of a consideration, that, 
by the terms of the agreement, it is given and accepted as 
the motive or inducement of the promise. Conversely, the 
pimnise must fie made and accepted as the conventional 
motive or inducement for furnishing the consideration. 
The root of the whole matter is the relation of reciprocal 

^ JPrioe V. Janhmst 5 Ch. P, 619. Cf. OroMe v. 1 W. R. 226 j 

fhmw V. ThomaSf 2 Q. B. 851 ) Monahan, Method of Law, 141 d aeq* 
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conventional inducement, each for the other, between con¬ 
sideration and promise. 

A good example of the former branch of the preposition 
is to be found iu a Massachusetts case. The plaintiff re¬ 
fused to let certain wood be removed from his land by one 
who had made an oral bargain and given his note for it, 
unless he received additional scciuity. The purchaser and 
the plaintiff accordingly went to the defendant, and the 
defendant put his name upon the note. The plaintiff 
thereupon let the purchaser carry off the wood. But, 
according to the testimony, the defendant signed without 
knowing th.at the plaintiff’ was to alter his position in any 
way on the faith of the signature, and it was held that, if 
that story was believed, there was no consideration.^ 

An illustration of the other half of the rule is to be 
found in those cases where a reward is offered for doing 
something, which is afterwards done by a person acting 
in ignorance of the offer. In such a case the reward can¬ 
not be claimed, because tlic alleged consideration has not 
been furnished on the faith of the offer. The tendered 
promise has not induced the furnishing ^of the considcra^ 
tion. The promise cannot be set up as a conventional 
motive when it was not known until after the alleged con¬ 
sideration was pcrfoinned.*^ 

Both sides of the relation between consideration and 
promise, and the convr.ntional nature of that relation, may 
be illustrated by the case of the cask. Suppose that the 

1 Ellis V. OlarlCf 110 Mass. 389. 

® FUch V. Stt^daker, 38 N. Y. 248, criticising WiUmms v. Cctrwardine^ 
•4 Bara. & Ad. 621, wlierc, however, it docs not api«‘ar that tlie pUintiff 
did not know of the olPur of a reward, hnt ruercly that the jury found that 
she was in fact actuated by other motives, a hading wholly beside the 
maxk. 
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truckman ia willing to carry the cask, and the owner to 
let Mm carry it, without any bargain, and that each knows 
the ^tiler’s state of mind; but that the truckman, seeing 
his own advantage in the matter, says to the owner, ** In 
consideration of your delivering me the cask, and letting 
me carry it, I promise to carry it,” and that the owner 
theftupon delivers it. I suppose that the promise would 
be binding. The promise is offered in terms as the induce¬ 
ment for the delivery, and the delivery is made in tenns as 
the inducement for the promise. It may be very probable 
that the delivery would have been made without a prom¬ 
ise, and that the promise would have been made in gi*atui- 
tous form if it had not been accepted upon consideration ; 
but this is only a guess after all. The delivery need not 
have been msidc unless the owner chose, and having been 
made as the term of a bargain, the promisor cannot set up 
what might have happened to destroy the effect of what 
did happen. It would seem therefore that the same trans¬ 
action in substance and spirit might be voluntary or ob¬ 
ligatory, according to the form of words which the parties 
chose to employ dor the purpose of affecting the legal con¬ 
sequences. * 

If the foregoing principles be accepted, they will be seen 
to explain a doctrine, which has given the courts some 
trouble to establisli. I mean the doctrine that an executed 
consideration will not sustain a subsequent promise. It 
has been said, to be sure, that such a consideration was 
sufficient if preT;eded by a request. But the objections to 
the view are jdain. If the request was of such a nature, 
au4 so put, as reasonably to imply that the other per¬ 
son was fo have a reward, there was an express promise, 
although not put in words, and that promise was made at 
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the same time the consideration was given, and not afber- 
wards. If, on the other hand, the words did not wmtant 
the understanding that the service was to be paid for, the 
service was a gift, and a past gift can no more be a ccto- 
sideration than any other act of the promisee not induced 
by the promise. 

The source of the error can be traced partially, at least, 
in history. Some suggestions touching the matter were 
made in the last Lecture. A few words should be added 
here. In the old cases of debt, where there was some ques¬ 
tion whether the plaintiff had showed enough to maintain 
his action, a contract precedent ” was spoken of several 
times as raising the duty. Thus, where a man had granted 
that he would be bound in one hundred shillings to pay 
his servant on a certain day for his services, and for pay¬ 
ments made by the servant on his account, it was argued 
that there was .no contract j)reccdent, and that by parol 
the party is not obliged; and, further, that, so far as ap¬ 
peared, the payments were made by the servant out of his 
own head and at no request, from which no duty could 
commence.* * 

So when debt was brought on a deed to pay the plain¬ 
tiff ten marks, if he would take the defendant’s daughter 
to wife, and it was objected that the action shoul4 have 
been covenant, it was answered that the plaintiff had a 
contract precedent which gave him debt.* 

The first case in assumpsit * only meant io ’adopt this 
long fiimiliar thobght. A man went bail for his .friend’s 
servant, who had been arrested. Afterwards the master 

1 y. B. 29 Ed. in. 25, 26. 

2 19 li. n., Fitzh. Abr. Deti^ pi. 166. 

® JffwU V. Bate, Dyer, 272, A. D. 1668. 
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pKMEitIfied to indemnify the bail, and on his failure to do so 
was sued by him in assumpsit. It was held that there 
was no consideration wherefore the defendant should be 
charged unless the master had first promised to indemnify 
the plaintiff before the servant was bailed; for the mas¬ 
ter did never make request to the plaintiff for his servant 
to do so much, but he did it of his own head,” This is 
perfectly plain sailing, and means no more than the case in 
the Year iBooks. The report, however, also states a case 
in which it was held that a subsequent promise, in con¬ 
sideration that the plaintiff at the special instance of the 
defendant had married the defendant’s cousin, was bind¬ 
ing, and that the marriage was good cause ... be¬ 
cause -[it] ensued the request of the defendant.” Whether 
this was intended to establish a general princiidc, or was 
decided with reference to the peculiar consideration of 
marriage,^ it was soon interpreted in the broader sense, 
as was shown in the last Lecture. It was several times 
adjudged that a past and executed matter was a suffi¬ 
cient consideration for a promise at a later day, if only 
the matter relied on had been done or furnished at the 
request of the promisor.^ 

It is now time to analyze the nature of a promise, 
whickls the second and most conspicuous element in a 
simple ccmkact. The Indian Contfact Act, 1872, § 2,® 
says;— 

** (a.) When one person signifies* to another his willing- 

I See Barker v. Sali/aXf Cro. Eliz. 741; s. c. 8 Dyer, 272 et, n. 82. 

* Biden^mii v. Worlington, 2 Leonard, 224 ; Boadm v. ThiniUf Yelv. 
40^ Lcmplei^ t, BrathwaUt Hobart, 105; Langdell, Cas. on Oontr. 
(2d ed.), oh. 2, § 11, Summary, §§ 90 et seq. See above, Lecture Vll 

pf 288 . 

> PoUodk, Ckmtr. (let ed.), p. 6. 
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ness to do or to abstain from doing anything, with a vi$w 
to obtaining the assent of that other to such act or absti¬ 
nence, he is said to make a proposal: 

** (b.) When the person to whom the proposal is made 
signifies his assent thereto, the proposal is said to be ac¬ 
cepted. A proposal when accepted becomes a promise.” 

According to this definition the scope of promises is 
confined to conduct on the part of the promisor. If this 
only meant that the promisor alone must bear the legal 
burden which his promise may create, it would be true. 
But this is not the meaning. For the definition is of a 
promise, not of a legally binding promise. We are not 
seeking for the legal effects of a contract, but for the 
possible contents of a promise which the law may or may 
not enforce. We must therefore only consider the ques¬ 
tion what can possibly be promised in a legal sense, not 
what will be the secondary consequence of a promise 
binding, but not performed. 

An assurance that it shall rain togmorrow,^ or that a 
third person shall paint a picture, may as well be a prom¬ 
ise as one that the promisee shall receive from some source 
one hundred bales of cotton, or that the promisor will pay 
the promisee one hundred dollars. What is the difference 
in the cases ? It is only in the degree of power possessed 
by the promisor over {he event. He has none in the first 
case. He has equally little legal authority to make a man 
paint a picture, although he may have larger means of 
persuasiob. He probably will be able to make sure that 
the promisee has the cotton. Being a rich man, he is 

t 

* Canhnm v. Barry, I.*} C. B. 597, 619 ; Jones v. How, 9 C. B. 1, 9 ; 
Com. Pig. CondUixm, D. 2; 1 Boll. Abr. 420 (D), pi. 1; Y. B. 22 Ed. 
IV. 26, pi. 6. 
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certain to be able to pay the one hundred doDars, except 
in the event of eome most improbable accident. 

5ut the law does not inquire, as a general thing, how 
far the accomplishment of an assurance touching the future 
is within the power of the promisor. In the moral world 
it may be that the obligation of a promise is confined 
to what lies within reach of the will of the promisor (ex¬ 
cept so far as the limit is unknown on one side, and mis¬ 
represented on the other). But unless some consideration 
of public policy intervenes, 1 take it that a man may bind 
himself at law that any future event shall happen. He 
can therefore promise it in a legal sense. It may be said 
that when a man covenants that it shall rain to-morrow, 
or that A shall paint a picture, ho only says, in a short 
form, I will pay if it does not rain, or if A docs not paint 
a picture. But that is not necessarily so. A promise 
could easily be framed which would be broken by the hap¬ 
pening of fair weather, or by A not painting. A promise, 
then, is simply an libcepted assurance that a certain event 
or state of things shall come to pass. 

But if this be true, it has more important bearings than 
simply to enlarge the definition of the word promise. It 
concerns the theory of contract. The consequences of a 
binding, promise at common law arc not affected by the 
degree of power which the promfsor possesses over the 
promised event. If the promised event does not come to 
pass, the plaintiff *8 property is soli to satisfy the damages, 
within certain limits, which the promisee has suffered by 
the failure. The consequences are the same in kind 
whether the promise is that it shall rain, or that another 
man shall paint a picture, or that the promisor will deliver 
a bale of cotton. 
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If the legal consequeace is the same in all caseSj it seelia 
proper that all contraets should be considered from the 
same legal point of view. In the case of a binding promise 
that it shall rain to-morrow, the immediate legal effect of 
what the promisor does is, that he takes the risk of the 
event, within certain defined limits, as between himself 
and the promisee. He does no more when he promises 
to deliver a bale of cotton. 

If it be proper to state the common-law meaning of 
promise and contract in this way, it has the advantage of 
freeing the subject from the superfluous theory that con¬ 
tract is a qualified subjection of one will to another, a kind 
of limited slavery. It might be so regarded if the law 
compelled men to perform their contracts, or if it allowed 
promisees to exercise such compulsion. If, when a man 
promised to labor for another, the law made him do it, his 
relation to his promisee might be called a servitude ad hoc 
with some truth. But that is what the law never does. 
It never interferes until a promise ha# been broken, and 
therefore cannot possibly be performed according to its 
tenor. It is true that in some instances equity does 
what is called compelling specific performance. But, in 
the first place, I am speaking of the common law, and, 
in the next, this only means that equity compels per¬ 
formance of certain elements of the total promise which 
are still capable of performance. For instance, take a 
promise to convey land«^ within a certain time, a court 
of equity is not in the habit of interfering until the time' 
has gone by, so that the promise cannot be performed as 
made.' But if the conveyance is more important than 
the time, and the promisee prefers to have it late ralto 
than never, the law may compel the performance d 
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Not literally oompel even in tliat case, however, 
but put the promisor in prison ifnless he will convey. 
This, remedy is an exceptional one. The only universal 
consequence oi a legally binding promise is, tbat the 
law makes the promisor pay damages if the promised 
event does not come to pass. In every case it leaves 
him*free from interference until the time for fulfilment 
has gone by, and therefore free to break his contract if 
he chooses. 

A more practical advantage in looking at a' contract as 
the taking of a risk is to be found in the light which it 
throws upon the measure of damages. If a breach of con¬ 
tract were regarded in the same light as a tort, it would 
seem that if, in the course of performance of the contract 
the promisor should be notifiiid of any particular conse¬ 
quence which would result from its not being performed, 
he should be held liable for that consequence in the event 
of non-performance. Such a suggestion has been made.^ 
But it has not been Accepted as the law. On the contrary, 
according to the opinion of a very able judge, which seems 
to be generally followed, notice, even at the time of mak¬ 
ing the contract, of special circumstances out of which 
special damages would arise in case of breach, is not suffi¬ 
cient unless the assumption of that risk is to be taken 
as having fairly entered into the contract® If a carrier 
ahouikl undertake to carry the nyichinery of a saw-mill 
from Liverpool to Vancouver’s Island, and should foil 

* Gfee V. Lartcaakire de Yotkahire Jtailway Co., 6 H. & N. 211, 218, 
Bnuawell, 'B. Of. Sydraulic Engineering Co, v. 4 Q. B. D. 

870, 874, 6,76. 

^ Brilish^ Colwaibia Smo~}y[Ul Co. v. NeUleship, L. B. S C. P. 496, 509^ 
Wniet, 3. \ Borne v. Oo., L. K. 7 C. P. 583, 591; a. 

!«. k 8 C. P. m. 
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to do so, he probably would not be held liable for the 
rate of hire of such machinery during the necessary de¬ 
lay, although he might know that it could not be replaced 
without sending to England, unless he was fairly under¬ 
stood to accept the contract with the special condition 
attached to it.” ^ 

It is true that, when people make contracts, they usually 
contemplate the performance rather than the breach. The 
express language used does not generally go further than 
to define what will happen if the contract is fulfilled, A 
statutory requirement of a memorandum in writing would 
be satisfied by a written statement of the promise as 
made, because to require more would be to run counter 
to the ordinary habits of mankind, as well as because t}ie 
statement that the effect of a contract is the assumption of 
the risk of a future event docs not mean that there is a 
second subsidiary promise to assume that risk, but that the 
assumption follows as a consequence directly enforced by 
the law, without the promisor’s co-operation. So parol 
evidence would be admissible, no doubt, to enlarge or 
diminish the extent of the liability assumed for non- 
performance, where it would be inadmissible to affect 
the scope of the promise. 

But these concessipns do not affect the view here taken. 
As the relation of contractor and contractee is voluntary, 
the consequences attaching to the relation must be volun¬ 
tary. 4 What the event ^contemplated by the promise is, or 
in other words what will amount to a breacii of contract, is 
a matter of interpretation and construction. What con¬ 
sequences of the breach arc assumed is more remottely, 
in like manner, a matter of construction, having regard 

1 B/'iiifih Columbia Saw-Mill Co. v. NettlesMp, L. E. 3 C. P. 433, S(<3« 
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to the circumstances under which the contract is made. 
Knowledge of what is dependent upon performance is 
one,of those circumstances. It is not necessarily con¬ 
clusive, but it may have the effect of enlarging the risk 
assumed. 

The very office of construction is to work out, from 
'What is expressly said and done, what would have been 
said with regard to events not definitely before the minds 
of the parties, if those events had been considered. The 
price paid in mercantile contracts generally excludes the 
construction that exceptional risks were intended to be 
assumed. The foregoing analysis is believed to show that 
the result which has been reached by the courts on grounds 
of practical good sense, falls in with the true theory of con¬ 
tract under the common law. 

The discussion of the nature of a promise has led me 
to analyze contract and the consequences of contract 
somewhat in advance of their place. 1 must say a word 
more concerning the facts which constitute a promise. 
It is laid down, with theoretical truth, that, besides the 
assurance or offer on the one side, there mu.st be an 
acceptance on the other. But I, find it hard to tliink 
of a case where a Bimf)le contract fails to be made, 
which could not be accounted for o^n other grounds, gen¬ 
erally by the want of relation between assurance or offer 
and consideration as reciprocal inducements each of the 
other. Acceptance of an offer lihually follows by mere 
implication from the furnishing of the consideration; and 
ipasmu^ph as by our law an accepted offer, or promise, 
until the consideration is furnished, stands on no differ¬ 
ent footing from an offer not yet accepted, each being 
sul:i|j.ect to revocation until that time, and each continuing 
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until then unless it has expired or has been revoked; the 
question of acceptance is rarely of practical importance. 

Assuming that the general nature of consideration^ and 
promise is understood^ some questions peculiar to bilateral 
contracts remain to be considered. These concern the suf* 
ficiencj of the consideration and the moment when the 
contract is made. 

A promise may be a consideration for a promise, al¬ 
though not every promise for every other. It may be 
doubted whether a promise to make a gift of one hun¬ 
dred dollars would be supported by a promise to accept 
it. But in a case of mutual promises respectively to 
transfer and to accept ‘unpaid shares in a railway com¬ 
pany, it has been held that a binding contract was 
made. Here one party agrees to part with something 
which may. prove valuable, and the other to assume a 
liability which may prove onerous.^ 

But now suppose that there is no element of uncertainty 
except in the minds of the parties. Take, for instance, a 
wager on a past horse-race. It has been thought that this 
would amount to an absolute promise on' one side, and no 
promise at all on the other.^ But this does not seem to 
me sound. Contracts are dealings between men, by which 
they make arrangements for the future. In making such 
arrangements the important thing is, not what is objec¬ 
tively jtrue, but what the parties know. Any present fact 
which is unknown to the parties is just as uncertain for 
the purposes of making an arrangement at this moment, 
as any future fact. It is therefore a detriment, to un- 
dertake to be ready to pay if the event turns out not 

1 Cfheale ▼. Kmward^ 3 DeO. k J. ‘27. 

» Langdell, Contr., §§ 89, 28, 
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. tp have been ^ expected. This seems to be the true 
explanation why forbearance to sue upon a claim believed 
; by the plaintiff to be good is a sufficient consideration, 
although the claim was bad in fact, and known by the 
defendant to be bad,^ Were this view unsound, it is 
hard to see how wagers on any future event, except a 
miracle, could be sustained. For if the happening or not 
happening of the event is subject to the law of causation, 
the only uncertainty about it is in our foresight, not in its 
happening. 

The question when a contract is made arises for the 
most part with regard to bilateral contracts by letter, the 
doubt being whether the contract is complete at the mo¬ 
ment when the return promise is put into the post, or at 
the moment when it is received. If convenience prepon¬ 
derates in favor of cither view, that is a sufficient reason 
for its adoption. So far as merely logical grounds go, the 
most ingenious argument in favor of the later moment is 
Professor LangdelFs. According to him the conclusion 
follows from the fact that the consideration which makes 
the offer binding is itself a promise. Every promise, he 
says, is an offer before it is a promise, and the essence of 
an offer is that it should be communicated.^ But this 
reasoning seems unsound. When, as* in the case sup¬ 
pose, the consideration for the retHim promise has been 
put into the power of the offeree and the return promise 
has been accepted in advance, ^here is not an instant, 
either in time or logic, when the return promise is an 
offer. It is a promise and a term of a binding contract 
a^ sqoii as it is anything. An offer is a I’evocable and 
unacc^ted communication of willingness to promise. 

* L^gdell. Goutr., § 57. * Ibid., §§ 14, 16. 
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When an offer of a certain bilateral contract has be^n 

M ’v' 

made, the same contract cannot be offered by th^. 
side. The so-called offer would neither be revocable noc 
unaccepted. It would complete the contract ^ soon 
made. 

If it be said that it is of the essence of a promise to ^ 
communicated, whether it goes through the stage of loffer 
or not, meaning by communicated brought to the actual 
knowledge of the promisee, the law is believed to be other¬ 
wise. A covenant is binding when it is delivered and 
accepted, whether it is read or not. On the same prin¬ 
ciple, it is believed that, whenever the obligation is to be 
entered into by a tangible* sign, as, in the case supposed, 
by letter containing the return promise, and the considera¬ 
tion for and assent to the promise are already given, the 
only question is when the tangible sign is sufficiently put 
into the i>ower of the i)romisee. I cannot believe that, if 
the letter had been delivered to the promisee and was 
then snatched from his hands before he had read it, tliere 
would be no contract.* If I am right, it appears of little 
importance whether the post-office be regarded as .agent 
or bailee for the offerer, or as a mere box to which he has 
access. * The offeree, when he drops the letter containing 
the counter-promise into the letter-box, does an overt act, 
which by general ui derstanding renounces control over 
the letter, and puts it into a third hand for the benefit of 
the offerer, with liberty^to the latter at any moment there¬ 
after take it. t. 

The principles governing revocation are wholly different* 
One to whom an offer is made has a right to assume that 
it remains open according to its terms until he has actital 

1 But see l.angdell, Coutr., §§ 14, 15. 
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to the oontrai^. The effect of the communication 
lauat be destroyed by a counter communication. But the 
niialqpg of a contract does not depend on the state of the 
parti^’ minds, it depends on their overt acts. When the 
sign of the counter promise is a tangible object, the con- 
t^t is completed when the domuiion over that object 
chang^es. 



IJECTURE IX. 


CONTRACT. — III. VOID AND VOIDABLH 

The elements of fact necessary to call a contract into 
istence, and the legal consequences of a contract when « 
formed, have been discussed. It remains to consider suc¬ 
cessively the cases in which a contract is said to be void, 
and those in which it is said to be voidable,—in which, 
that is, a contract fails to be made when it seems to have 

^ * in 

been, or, having been made, can be rescinded by one ude 
or the other, and treated as if it had never been. 1 take 
up the former class of cases first. 

When a contract fails to be made, although the usined 
forms have been gone through with, the ground of &jl- 
ure is Commonly said to be mistake, misrepresentation, or 
fraud. But I shall try to show that these are merely drar 
matic circumstances, and that the true ground is the ab¬ 
sence of one or more of the primary elements, which have 
been shown, or are seen at once, to be necessary to the 
existence of a contract. 

If a man goes through the form of making a ccmtraot 
with A through B as *A’s agent, and B is not in &ot Hie 
agent of A, there is no contract, because Ihmn is duly <»ie 
party. The promise offered to A has not been aoo^ted 
by him, and no consideration has moved firom him.* <In 
such a case, although there is generally^ mistake on one 
aide and firaud on the other, it is veiy clear that no spedal 
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dootriiie need be resorted to, because the primary elements 
<oi a contract explained in the last Lecture arc not yet 
preset. 

Take next a different case. The defendant agreed to 
buy, and the plaintiff agreed to sell, a cargo of cotton, " to 
arrive ex Peerless from Bombay.” There were two such 
vessels sailing from Bombay, one in October, the other in 
December. The plaintiff meant the latter, the defendant 
the former. It was held that the defendant was not bound 
to accept the cotton.^ It is commonly said that such a 
contract is void, because of mutual mistake as to the sub¬ 
ject-matter, and because therefore the parties did not con¬ 
sent to the same thing. But this way of putting it seems 
to me misleading. The law has nothing to do with the 
actual state of the parties’ minds. In contract, as else¬ 
where, it must go by externals, and judge parties by their 
conduct. If there had been but one Peerless,” and the 
defimdant had said “ Peerless” by mistake, meaning “ Peri,” 
he would have been bound. The true ground of the decis¬ 
ion was not that each party meant a different thing from 
the other, as is implied b^ the explanation which has been 
mentioned, but that each said a different thing. The 
plagtitiff offered one thing, the defendant expressed his 
assent to another. 

A proper name, when used in business or in pleading,® 
means one individual thing, and np other, as every one 
knows, and therefore one to wHonf such a name is us.ed 
must ffnd out ft his peril what the object designated is. 
If thm are no circumstances which make the use de- 
ebprive on rither side, each is entitled to insist on the 
* , • V. J^iehelhavSt 2 H. & C. 906. Cf. Kyle v. Kavaiuiyh, 108 

* Ct CocHm’ T. Crompton, 1 B. & C. 489. 
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mi^aning favorable to him for the word as tised by hinii 
and neither is entitled to insist on that meaning for the 
word as used by the other. So far from mistake haying 
been the ground of decision, as mistake, its only beariiig, 
as it seems to me, was to establish that neither party knew 
that he was understood by the other to use the word 
“ Peerless ” in the sense which the latter gave to it.* In 
that event there would perhaps have been a binding cjon- 
tract, because, if a man uses a word to which he knows 
the other party attaches, and understands him to attach, a 
certain meaning, he may be held to that meanmg, and 
not be allowed to give it any other.^ 

Next, suppose a case in which the offer and acceptance 
do not differ, and in which both parties have used the 
same words in the same sense. Suppose that A agreed to 
buy, and B agreed to sell, “ these barrels of mackerel,*’ 
and that the barrels in question turn out to contain salt. 
There is mutual mistake as to the contents of the barrels, 
and no fraud on either side. 1 suppose the contract would 
be void,® 

It is commonly said that the ^lure of the contract in 

such a case is due to the fact of a difierenoe in kind be^ 

tween the actual subject-nmtter and that to which the 

intention of the parties was directed. It is perhaps more 

instructive to say that the terms of the supposed contract, 

although seemingly consistent, were contradictory in mah* 

ters that went to the r6ot of the baigain. For, by one of 

the essential'■ terms, the* subject-matter of the sgieemeni 

was the contents of certain barrels, and nothing ^se, i^, 

by another equally important, it was madcerel, and ndlb- 

♦ ' 

' Smith V. Mtighest L. K. 6 Q. B. 697. 

* See €k»rdner t. Lem&t 12 AUen, 89; B. o. 9 AUeii^ 49^, 98. Ham. 917. 
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ilSg else; whik, as a matter of fact, it could not be both, 
because the contents of the barrels were salt. As neither 
tenui, could be left out without forcing on the parties a 
contract which they did not m|ike, it follows that A can* 
not be required to accept, nor B to deliver either these 
barrels of salt, or other barrels of mackerel; and without 
omitfing one term, the promise is meaningless. 

If there had been fraud on the seller’s part, or if he had 
known what the babels really contained, the buyer might 
have had a right to insist on delivery of the inferior arti¬ 
cle. Fraud would perhaps have made the contract valid 
at his option; Because, when a man qualifies sensible 
words with others which he knows, on secret grounds, are 
insensible when so applied, he may fairly be taken to au¬ 
thorize his promisee to insist; on the possible part of his 
promise being performed, if the promisee is willing to 
forego the rest. a 

Take one more illustration like the last case. A policy 
of insurance is issued on a certain building described in the 
policy as a machine-shop. In fact the building is not a 
machine-shop, but an ‘organ factory, which is a greater 
risk, The contract is void, not because of any misrepre- 
setitation, but, as before, because two of its essential terms 
are repugnant, and their union is insensible.^ 

Of course the principle of repugnancy last explained 
might be stretehed to apply to any •inconsistency between 
the different terms of a contract. *It might be said, for 
instaitee, that i? a piece of gold is sold as eighteen-carat 
gold, and it is in fact not so pure, or if a cow is sold as 
yielding an average of twelve quarts of milk a day, and 
in fact she yields only six quarts,’ there is no logical dif 

* Qoddatd v, Monitor Mass. 6Cf. 
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ference, accordiog to the explanation which has just been 
offered, betiiV^een those causes anil, that of the barrel of salt 
sold for iriackerei ^ Yet those baigains would not bewoid. 
At the most, they*would^only voidable, if the buyer 

chose Ibo 4hfow' them up. ' " 

Theldis^ctiotis of the law are founded on experience, 
not'^on logic. It therefore does ndt make the dealings 
of men dependent on a mathematicaf accuracy. What¬ 
ever is j^omised, a man has a right to be paid for, if it 
is not given; but it does not follow that the absence of 
some insignificant detail wjll authorize him to throw up 
the contract, still less that it will prevent the forma¬ 
tion of a contract, which is the matter ,now under con¬ 
sideration. The repugnant terms must both be very 
important, — so important tHat the court thinks that, 
if either is omitted, the contract would be different in 
substance from that which the words of, the parties 
seemed to express. t ^ 

A tenn which refers directly to an id^ntiffcation by the 
senses has always this degree of importance. If a promise 
is made to seU this cow, or this mackerel to this man, 
whatever else may be stricken from the contract, it can 
never be enforced except touching this object ahd by this 
mail. If this barrel of salt is fraudulently sold for a barrel 
of mackeipl, the buyer may perhaps elect to take thiB barrel 
of salt if he chooses, but he cannot elect to take another 
barrel of mackerel. If\he*seller is introduced by the name 
B, and the buyer supposes him to be another pdhjcm of the 
same name, and under that impressidh delivers his written 
promise to buy of B, the B to whom';thu wilting is deliveVed 
the eontractee, if any one is, and, not^thstandiug what 
has been said of the use of proper names> 1 shooid suppose 
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tliat a contract would be made.^ For it is further to be 
said that^ so far as by one of the terms of a contract the 
thing promised or the promisee is identified by sight and 
hearing, that term so far pj^eponderates over all others 
that it is yery rare for the failure of any other ^element, of 
descrip$)ion tp prevent 'the* making of a contr^.® The 
most obvious of . seeming exceptions is where the object 
is not in fad so identified, but only. its covering or 
wrapper. „ ‘ \ ‘ 

Of course the performance of a promise may be made 
conditionail on all the terms stipulated from the other side 
being complied ydtlfj .but conditions attaching to pwform- 
ance can never come into consideration until a contract 
has been made, and so far the question has been touching 
the existence of a contract in the first instance. 

A different case may be suggested from any yet coh- 
sidered. Instead of i^a- repugnancy between offej; and 

^ 4 

assent: which prevents agreement, or between the 
terms of an agreement which makes it insensible on its 
fece, there may be a like repugnancy between a term of 
the contradt afid a previous representation of fact which is 
not expressly made a part of the contract. The representar- 
tion may haire been the chief inducement and very founda^ 
tion of the blikrgain. It may be more important than any 
of the e^^ressed terms, and yet 4hc contract may have 

1 Cw^y^r.tLindsayf 3 App. Cas. 459« 469. Cf. JSeg. v. Middleton, 
Jj. IL, 2_C. O., 88, 62 et seq. / Jieyt v. Davies, Dijarsly, C. C. 640 ; 

y. Jfttdbtewf I'^Moody/^C. C. 160 ; Jteg. v. Jacobs, 12 Cox, 161. 

* " I^weaeritia corpoHa tollit errorem nominia.*' Cf, Bylea, J-, in Way 
V* 82 L. Jf. n. 8. C, P. 34, 40. But cf. the conflicting opinions in 

Jkg, V. MiddbiUm, R. 2 C. C. 38, 45, 67. It ^ould, seen^ that a proper 
nao^ or other identifli^tion of an object or p^fsou as specific imay hare 
the eame as an actual identification by the senses, because it refen to 
sifioh tn ids&tifloation, although in a less direct way^' 
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been reduced to writing in words which cannot. &|rlj be 
construed to include it. A vendor may have stated that 
barrels filled with salt contain mackerel; but the conti;^t 
may be only for the barrels and their contents. An ap¬ 
plicant for insurance may have misstated fiicts essential to 
the risk, yet the policy may simply insure a certain building 
or a certain life. It may be asked whether these contracts 
are not void also. v 

There'might conceivably be cases in which, taking into 
account the nature of the contract; the words used could 
be said to embody the representation as a term by con¬ 
struction. For instance; it might be said that the true and 
well-understood purport of a contract of insurance is not, 
as the words seem to say; to take the risk of any loss by 
fire or perils of the seU; however great the risk may be; but 
to take a risk of a certain magnitude; and no other; which 
risk has been calculated matheini^ically from the state¬ 
ments of the party insured. The extent of the risk taken 
is not specified in the policy, because the old forms mid 
established usage are otherwise, but the meaning is per¬ 
fectly understood. 

If this reasoning were adopted, there would be an equal 
repugnancy in the terms of the contract, whether the 
nature of the risk were written in the policy or fi:^ed by 
previous de^ription. Hut, subject to possible excep^ons 
of this kind, it would seetp that a contract would be made, 
and that the most that could be claimed would be a rig^ 
to rescind. Where parties having power to^ bind 
seives do acts and use words which are fit to create aU ; 
obligation, 1 take it that an obligation ^arises. If there 
18 a mistake as4o a fact not mentioned in the contract, it; 
goes Only to the motives for making the contract, BiMi a, 
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eoDttset is not prevented from being made by ibe mere 
feet that one party would not have made it if he had 
kttcn^ the truth. In what cases a mistake affecting 
motives only is a ground for avoidance, does not concern 
this discussion, because the subject now under considerar 
tion is when* a contract is made, and the question of avoidr 
iug^or rescinding it presupposes that it has been made. 

I think that it may now be assumed that, when fraud, 
misrepresentation^ or mistake is said to make a contract 
void, there is no new principle which comes in to set aside 
an otherwise perfect obligation, but that in every such 
case there is wanting one or more of the first elements 
which were explained in the foregoing Lecture. Either 
there is no second party, or tlic two parties say different 
things, or essential terms seemingly consistent are really 
inconsistent as used. 

When a contract is ^said to be voidable, it is assumed 
that a contract has been made, but that it is subject to 
being unmade at the election of one party. This must be 
because of the breach of some condition attached to its 
existence either’expressly or by implication. 

If a condition is attached to the contract’s coming into 
being, there is as yet no contract. Either party may with¬ 
drew, at will, until the condition is determined. There is 
no obl^ation, although there may h<? an offer or a promise, 
and hence there is no'relation between the parties wfiich 
requires discussion here. But some conditions seemingly 
^ ^rypii^g out ot a contract alreadpr made are conditions of 
fhj ft sort. Such is always the case if the condition of a 
promise lies within the control of the promisor’s own wilL 
For instance, a promise to pay for clothes if made to the* 
mu^bomef’s satisfaction, has been held in Massachusetts to 
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make the promisor his own final jndge.^ So inter^ted, it. 
appeal^ to me to be no contract at aU^ untii the promisor's 
satisfaction is expressed. His promise is only to pay i{ be 
sees fit; and such a promise cannot be made a obhtradi 
because it cannot impose ally obligation.^ If the promise 
were construed to mean that the clothes should be paid 
for provided they were such as ought to satisfy the pifem- 
isor,® and thus to make the jury the arbiter, there would 
be a contract, because the promisor gives up control over 
the event, but it would be subject to a condition in the 
sense of the present analysis. 

The conditions which a contract maj; contain have been 
divided by theorists into conditions precedent and condi¬ 
tions subsequent. The distinction has even been pro¬ 
nounced of great importance. It must be admitted that, 
if the^ course of pleading be taken as a test, it is so. In 
some cases, the plaintiff has to state that a conditiem has 
been performed in order to put the defendant to his 
answer; in others, it is left to the defendant to set up 
that a condition has been broken. 

In one sense, all conditions are subsequent; in another, 
all are precedent. All are subsequent to the first stage 
of the obligation.^ Take, for instance, the case mi a 
promise to pay for work if done to the satisfaction of 
an architect. The cobdition is a clear case of what is 
cail^ a condition preee/lent. There can be no duty to 
pay until the architect is satisfied. But there can be n 

^ * Brown v. Foster^ 113 Ma3s.«136. 

* ledike, Dig. Contr. 13, 14, 687; Hurdy, Limrmrt^ 5 Pick. US®, 

' 897; Longd. Contr. (2<l ecL), § 36. • 

.« *, Leake, Dig. Contr. 638; BraunHein y, Accidental Bwth, Intu Co*, 

1 B. 782. 

* Bat cf. Lttsgd. Contr. (2d ed.), g 29. > 
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DQOtrac^ before that moment^ because the determination 
m^hether the promisor shall pay or not is no longer within 
his controL Hence the condition is subsequent to the 
exi^nce of the obligation. 

On the other hand^ every condition subsequent is pre¬ 
cedent to the incidence of the burden of the law. If we 
look at the law as it would be regarded by one who had 
no scruples against doing anything which he could do 
without incurring legal consequences, it is obvious that the 
main consequence attached by the law to a contract is 
a greater or less possibility of having to pay money. The 
only question from the purely legal point of view is 
whether the promisor will be compelled to pay. And the 
impoi:tant moment is that at which that point is settled. 
All conditions are precedent to that. 

But all conditions are precedent, not only in this ex¬ 
treme sense, but also to the existence of the plaintiff’s 
cause of action. As strong a case as can be put is that 
of a policy of insurance conditioned to be void if not sued 
upon within one year from a failure to pay as agreed. The 
condition does* not come into play until a loss has occurred, 
and the duty to pay has been neglected, and a cause of 
action has arisen. Nevertheless, it is precedent to the 
plaiidiff’s cause of action. When a man sues, the question 
Is not whether he has had a causo^ of action in the past, 
but whether ho has one then. He has not one then, 

m 

unless the year is still running. Jf it were left for the de- 
fj^dant to sdt up the lapse of the year, that would be due 
to circumstance that the order of pleading does not 
fequire a plaintiff to meet all possible defences, and to set 
out a case unanswerable except by denial. The point at 
(.widch the law calls on the defendant for an answer vfuies 
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in. liferent cases. . Sometimes it would seem to be gov¬ 
erned simply by convenience of proof, requiring tbe party 
wbo has the affirmative to plead and prove it. Sopae- 
times there seems to be a reference to the usual course of 
events, and matters belong to the defence because they 
are only exceptionally true. 

The most logical distinction would be between condi¬ 
tions which must be satisfied before a promise can be 
broken, and those which, like the last, discharge the liabil¬ 
ity after a breach has occurred.^ But this is of the slight¬ 
est possible importance, and it may be doubted whether 
another case like the last could be found. 

It is much more important to mark the distinction be¬ 
tween a stipulation which only has the effect of confining 
a promise to certain cases, and a condition properly so 
called. Every condition, it is true, has this effect upon 
the promise to which ^it is attached, so that, whatever the 
rule of pleading may be,^ a promise is as truly kept and 
performed by doing nothing where the condition of the 
stipulated act has been broken, as it would have been by 
doing the act if the condition had been fulfilled.' But 
if this were all, every clause in a contract which showed 
what the promisor did not promise would be a condition, 
and the word would be worse than useless. The charac- 
tenstic feature is quite different. 

A condition properly so^ called is an event, the happen¬ 
ing of which authorizes the person in whose favor the con¬ 
dition is reserved to treat the contract as il‘ it had not 
been made, — to avoid it, as is commonly said, — that is, 
to in^t On both parties being restored to the jHisifion iu 

1 Langd. Oontr. (2d ed.)» § 29. 

3 C£ BuUen tt Ijeake, F^c. of Plead. (3d ed.), 147, ' Obttdlt&OM 
oede&t** 



VOIDABLE CONTRACTS, 


319 


ftiooA Wore t\ie coutxact waa maAe. 
a ooiiiditWn operates as sach^ it lets iaan outside force to 
destroy the existing state of things. For although its ex-* 
is^nce is due to consent of parties, its operation depends 
on the choice of one of them. When a condition is 
broken, the person entitled to insist on it may do so if he 
chpQses; but he may, if he prefers, elect to keep the con¬ 
tract on foot. He gets his right to avoid it from the 
agreement, but the avoidance comes from him. 

Hence it is important to distinguish those stipulations 
which have this extreme elFcct from those which only in¬ 
terpret the extent of a promise, or define the events to 
which it applies. And as it has just been shown that a 
oondition need not be insisted on as such, we must further 
distinguish between its operation by way of avoidance, 
which is peculiar to it, and its incidental working by way 
of interpretation and definition, in common with other 
clauses not conditions. 

This is best illustrated by taking a bilateral contract be 
tween A and B, where A’s undertaking is conditional on 
B's doing what he promises to do, and where, after A has 
got a certain distance in his task, B breaks his half of the 
bargain. For instance, A is employed as a clerk by B, 
and is wrongfully dismissed in the middle of a quarter. 
In favor of A, the contract is conditional on B’s keeping 
his agreement to employ him. Whether A insists on the 
condition or not, he is not bound tq do any more.^ So far, 
the condition works simply by way of definition. It ea- 
tablii^es that A has not promised to act in the case which 
has happened. But besides this, for which a condition 

Oif. V. A^nJbergatet Notivngha/ni Boston EnsUm Jwndwn 

, Q. B. )27* 
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was not necessary, A may take his choice bet^wn two 
courses. In the first place, he may elect to avoid the con¬ 
tract. In that case the parties stand as if no contract 
had been made, and A, having done work for B \v^ch 
was understood not to be gratuitous, and for which no 
rate of compensation has been fixed, can recover what, the 
jury think his services were reasonably worth. The .con¬ 
tract no longer determines the quid pro quo. But as an 
alternative course A may stand by the contract if he pre¬ 
fers to do so, and sue B for breaking it. In that case he 
can recover as part of his damages pay at the contract 
rate for what he had done, as well as compensation for his 
loss of opportunity to finish it. But the points which are 
material for the i>resent discussion arc, that these two rem¬ 
edies are mutually exclusive,^ one supposing the contract 
to be relied on, the other that it is set aside, but that A’s 
stopping work and doing no more after B’s breach is 
equally consistent with either choice, and has in fact 
nothing to do with the matter. 

One word should be added to avoid misapprehension. 
When it is said that A has done all that he promised to do 
in the case which has happened, it is not meant that he is 
necessarily entitled to the same compensation as if he had 
done the larger amount of work. B’s promise in the ciuto 
supposed was to payi^o much a quarter for services; and 
although the consideration of the promise was the promise 
by A to perform them„ the scope of it was limited to the 
case of their being performed in fact. Hence A could not 
simply wait till the end of his term, and then recover the 
lull amount which he would have had if the employinpht 
had continued. Nor is he any more entitled to do so %»m 
> Goodman v. Pocodk, 16 Q. B. 676 ( 18601 . , . . 
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tbe tliat it was B's fault that the services were not 
rendered. B^s answer to any such claim is perfect. He 
is bidy liable upon a promise, and he in his turn only 
promised to pay in a case which has not happened. He 
did promise to employ, however, and for not doing that he 
is liable in damages. 

Oile or two more illustrations will be useful. A prom¬ 
ises to deliver, and B promises to accept and pay for, c(U’- 
tain goods at a certain time and place. When the time 
comes, neither party is on hand. Neither would be liable 
to an action, and, according to what has been said, each 
has done all that he promised to do in the event which has 
happened, to wit, nothing. It might be objected that, if 
A has done all that he is bound to do, he ought to be able 
to sue B, since performance or readiness to perform was 
ail that was necessary to give him that right, and con¬ 
versely the same might be said of B. On the other hand, 
considering either B or A as defendant, the same facts 
would be a complete defence. The puzzle is largely one 
of words. 

A and B have,' it is true, each performed all that they 

* 

promised to do at the present stage, because they each 
only promised to act in the event of the other being ready 
and willing to act at the same time. But the readiness 
and willingness, although not necessasfy to the performance 
of cither promise, and therefore not a duty, was necessary 
in order to present a case to which •the promise of action 
on the other side would apply. Hence, although A and 
B have each performed their own promise, they have not 
perlbrmed the condition to their right of demandiiig more 
fhimi other side. The performance of that condition is 

purely optional until one side has brought it within the, 

21 
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scope of the others undertaking by perfontmng 
But it is performance in the latter sense, that is^ tbe sat¬ 
isfying of all conditions, as well as the keeping of his. own 
promises, which is necessary to give A or B a right of 
action. 

Conditions may be created by the very words of a ^con¬ 
tract. Of such cases there is nothing to be said, for parties 
may agree to what they choose. But they may also be 
held to arise by construction, where no provision is made 
in terms for rescinding or avoiding the contract in any 
case. The nature of tlie conditions which the law thus 
reads in needs explanation. It may be said, in a general 
way, that they are directed to the existence of the manifest 
grounds for making the bargain on the side of the rescind¬ 
ing party, or the accomplishment. of its manifest objects. 
But that is not enough. Generally speaking, the disap¬ 
pointment must be caused by the wrong-doing of the per¬ 
son on the other side ; and the most obvious cases of sucb 
wrong-doing are fraud and misrepresentation, or failure to 
perform his own part of the contract. 

Fraud and misrepresentation thus need to be centered 
once more in this connection. I take the latter first. In 
dealing with it the first question which arises is whether 
the representation is, or is not, part of the contract If 
the contract is in writeng and the representation is set out 
on the face of the paper, it may be material or inunat^nal, 
but the effect of its dhtruth will be detennined oh much 
the same principles as govern the failure to, perfo^ a 
proni^ on the same side. If the contract is made by 
word of mouth, there may be a laige latitude in emshert- 
ing words of representation with later words cl . 
but when they are determined to be a part of the og«i- 
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lli« same principles apply as if the whole were in 
Wilting, 

: question now before us is the effect of a misrepre¬ 

sentation which leads to, but is not a part of, the con¬ 
tract Su{q>ose that the contract is in writing, but does 
not contain itj^does such a previous misrepresentation au- 
thoHze rescission in any case ? and if so, does it in any case 
except where it goes to the height of fraud ? The promisor 
might say. It does not matter to me whether you knew that 
your representation was false or not; the only thing I am 
concerned with is its truth. If it is untrue, 1 suffer equally 
whether you knew it to be so or not. But it has ^en 
shown, in an earlier Lecture, that the law does not go on 
the principle that a man is answerable for all the conse¬ 
quences of all his acts. Air act is indifferent in itselL «It 
receives its character from the concomitant facts known to 
Ihe actor at the time. If a man states a thing reasonably 
believing that he is speaking from knowledge, it is contrary 
to the analogies of the law to throw the peril of the truth 
upon him unless he agrees to assume that peril, and he did 
not do so in the case supposed, as the representation was 
not made part of the contract. 

It is very different when there is fraud. Fraud may as 
' well lead to the making of a contract by a statement out- 
. side^ the contract as by one contaiifed in it. But the law 
would hold the contract not less conditional on good faith* 
in tme case than in the other. 

To Mlustrate, we may take a somewhat extreme case. 
A says to B, I have not opened these barrels myself, but 
thby contain No. 1 mackerel: I paid so much for them to 
no end W, naming a well-known dealer. Afterwards A 
writea B, I will sell the barrels which you saw, and their 
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co&t^ts, for so much; and 6 accepts. The haivelsvlm 
out to contain salt I suppose the contract woidd be 
binding if the statements touching the contents were boin< 
est, and voidable if they were fraudulent ^ ^ 

Fraudulent representations outside a contract can never, 
it would seem, go to anything except the metives lor 
making it. If outside the contract, they cannot often aiect 
its interpretation. A promise in certain words has a dei- 
nite meaning, which the promisor is presumed to under¬ 
stand. If A says to B, I promise you to buy tide 
barrel and its contents, his words designate a person and 
thing identified by the senses, and they signify nothing 
more. There is no repugnancy, and if that person is r^y, 
to deliver that thing, the purchaser cannot say that wiy 
tefm in the contract itself is not complied with. He may 
have been fraudulently induced to believe that B was 
another B, and that the barrel contained mackerel; Iwd 
however much his belief on those points may have af¬ 
fected his willingness to make the promise, it would be 
somewhat extravagant to give his words a different mean¬ 
ing on that account. “ You ” means the person before the 
speaker, whatever his name, and “ contents ” apphes tC 
salt, as well as to mackerel. * 

It is no doubt only by reason of a condition construed 
into the contract thkt fraud is a ground of rescis^ou* 
Parties could agree, if they chose, that a contract shotdd be 
binding without regard** to trut^ or falsehocd oubdde of it 
on either part , ‘ 

But, as has been said before in these Leetuiea, aiMioU|^ 
the law starts from* the distinctions and uses the laagnfige 
of moralify, it necessarily ends in external idebdetldB 
dependent on the actual consmoiffiness of the 
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So it bas liai^ened with fraud. If a man makes a repre- 
knowing facts which by the average standard of 
tiie»comiiiunity are sufRcient to give him warning that it is 
Iprobably untrue, and it is untrue, he is guilty of fraud in 
theory of law whether he believes his statement or not. 
l%e courts of Massachusetts, at least, go much further. 
Thdy seem to hold that any material statement made by a 
man as of his own knowledge, or in such a way as fairly 
to be understood as made of his own knowledge, is fraud¬ 
ulent if untrue, irrespective of the reasons he may have 
had for believing it and for believing that he knew it.^ It 
IS (dear,‘therefore, that a representation may be morally 
innocent, and yet fraudulent in theory of law. Indeed, the 
Massachusetts rule seems to stop little short of the princi¬ 
ple laid down by the English courts of equity, which Jias 
been criticised in an earlier Lecture,® since most positive 
affirmations of facts would at least warrant a jury in finding 
that they were reasonably understood to be made as of the 
party’s own knowledge, and might therefore warrant a 
rescission if they turned out to be untrue. The moral plira- 
seolo^ h<*^ ceagjled to be apposite, and an external standard 
of responsibility has been reached. But the starting-point 
is nevertheless fraud, and except on the ground of fraud, as 
deined by law, I do not think that misrepresentations be- 
the oontraedi affect its validity, although they lead 
ffirectly to its making. But neither the contract nor the 
ImpUed condition calls fof the existience of the facts as to 
which the false representations were made. They call 
the absence of certain false representations. The 
oeedithm is not that the promisee shidl be a oertmn other 
»that the contents of the barrel shall be mackerel, 

„ 1 IViktr T. if«22en, 109 Masa. 908. * p. 186. 
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that the promisee has not lied to him about mateiial 
ftbcts. 

’ Hien the question arises^ How do you determine ^Qrhat 
&cts are material ? As the facts are not required by the 
contract; the only way in which they can be matemd is 

that a belief in their being true is likely to have led to Hie 

*■ '<1^, 

making of the contract. 

It is not then true, as it is sometimes said, that the law 
does not concern itself with the motives for making con* 
tracts. On the contrary, the whole scope of jfraud out- 
side the contract is the creation of false motives and the 

removal of true ones. And this consideration Will afford 

% 

a reasonable test of the cases in which fraud will warrant 
rescission. It is said that a fraudulent representation 
must be material to have that effect. But how are we 
to decide whether it is material or not? If the above 
aigument is correct, it must be by an appeal to ordinary 
experience to decide whether a belief that the fact was as 
represented would naturally have led to, or a contrary be* 
lief would naturally have prevented, the making of the 
contract. . ’ 

If the belief would not naturally have had such an effect, 
either in general or under the known circumstances of the 
particular case, the fraud is immaterial. If a man is'^ In* 
duced to contract with another by a fraudulent representa* 
tion of the latter that he is a great-grandson of Thomas 
Jefferson, I do not suppose that the coni^t would be 
voidable unless the contractee knew that, tor special 
sons. Ids lie would tend to bring the contract about. 

The conditions of" grounds for avoiding a contraci whtcb 
have been dealt with thus far are conditions cbneerai% 
the conduct of the ]^rties outside of the contract itself. 
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BifiU myself to conditions arising by construction 

of law^ ^ that is to say, not directly and in terms attached 
to a^ promise Jjy the literal meaning of the words in which 
it Is expressed,—I now come to those which concern facts 
to which the contract does in some way refer. 

conditions may be found in contracts where the 
promise is only on one side. It has been said that where 
the contract is unilateral; and its language therefore is 
all that of the promisor, clauses in his favor will be con¬ 
strued as conditions more readily than the same words 

•V 

in a bilateral contract; indeed, that they must bo so con¬ 
strued, because, if they do not create a condition, thfey 
do.him no good, since ex hypotimi they are not promises 
by the other party.^ How far this ingenious suggestion 
has had a practical eifect pn doctrine may perhaps be 
doubted. 

But it will be enough for the purj^oscs of this general 
survey to deal with bilateral contracts, where there are 
undfirtakingR on both sides, and where the condition im¬ 
plied in favor of one party is that the other shall make 
good what he on his part has undertaken. 

The undertakings of a contract may be for the existence 
of u fact in the present or in the future. They can be 
piromises only in the latter case; but in the former, they 
Riay be equally essential terms in ^hc bargain. 

JSere again we come on the law of representations, but 
m a new phase. Being a part of the contract, it is always 
pps^ible that their truth should make a condition of the 
oontn^t wholly irrespective of any question of fraud. And 
it pfben is so in fact It is not, however, every represen¬ 
tation embodied in the words used on one ^ide which will 
j., ) * Contr. (Sd S3. 
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makft a condition in favor of the other party. Suppose. A 
forces to sell, and B agrees to buy, " A's seveu-yeor-old 
sorrel horse Eclipse, now in the possession of B on tpal,’' 
and in fact the horse is chestnut-colored, not sorreL I do 
not suppose that B could refuse to pay for the hoxse on 
that ground. If the law were so foolish aa to aim at 
merely formal consistency, it might indeed be said ^at 
there was as absolute a repugnancy between the different 
terms of this contract as in the case of an agreement to 
sell certain barrels of mackerel, where the barrels turned 
out to contain salt. If this view were adopted, there 
would not be a contract subject to a condition, there 
would be no contract at till. But in truth there is a con¬ 
tract, and there is not even a condition. As has been said 
already, it is not every repugnancy that makes a contract 
void, and it is not every failure in the terms of the counter 
undertaking that makes it voidable. Here it plainly ap¬ 
pears that the buyer knows exactly what he is going to 
get,’ and therefore that the mistake of color has no beaHng 
on the bargain.’ 

If, on the other hand, a contract cQutained a>rep]:esentar 
tion which was fraudulent, and which misled the party to 
whom it was made, the contract would be voidable on the 
same principles as if the representation had been made 
beforeliand. But wolds of description in a contract, are 
very frequently * held to amount to what is sometimes 
called a warranty, irrespective of fraud. Whether they 
do so or not is a question to be determined by the cocirt 
on grounds of common sense, looking to the meaiiixig pf 
the words, the importance in the transaction of, the fatts 

^ S«e the explanation of X>imech v. Cori$ity 12 Moo. P. C. ,1$®, in 
V. B(trncs8t 3 B, & S* 751, 760. 
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irhicti the words- convey, and ^ forth. But when words 
of description are determined to be a vrarranty, the mean- 
iag«of the decision is not merely that the party using them 
binds himself to answer for their truth, but that their trutji 
is a condition of the contract. 

For instance, in a leading case ^ the agreement was that 
the plaintiflTs ship, then in the port of Amsterdam, should, 
with all possible despatch, proceed direct to Newport, 
England, and there load a cargo of coals for Hong Kong. 
At the date of the charter-party the vessel was not in 
Amsterdam, but she arrived there four days later. The 
pjaintilF had notice that the defendant considered time 
important. It was held that the presence of the vessel in 
the port of Amsterdam at the date of the contract was a 
condition, the breach of which entitled the defendant to 
refuse to load, and to rescind the contract. If the view 
were adopted that a condition must be a future event, and 
i^at a {H*omise purporting to be conditional on a past or 
present event is either absolute or no promise at all, it 
would follow that in this case the defendant had never 
made a promise.* He had only promised if circumstances 
existed which did not exist. I have already stated my ob- 
jectionB to this way of looking at such cases,® and will 
only add that the courts, so far as I am aware, do not 
sanction it, and certainly did not4n this instance. 

There is another ground for holding the charter-party 
void and no contract, instead of fegarding it as only void¬ 
able, which is equally agaftist authority, which nevertheless 
i have never been able to answer wholly to my satisfaction. 
Ih the case put, the representation %f the lessdr of the ves- 

* V. BumesSf 3 B., & S. 751. 

® Langd- Coritr. {2d od.)» § 28, p. 1000, 

* See Lectui'e VIII. 
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concerned the vessel itself, and therefore enter^ into 
the description of the thing the lessee agreed to take. I 
do not quite see why there is not as &tal a repugnancy 
Ijetween the different terms of this contract as was found in 
that for the sale of the barrels of salt described as contain¬ 
ing mackerel. Why is the repugnancy between the two 
terms, — first, that the thing sold is the contents of ttiese 
barrels, and, second, that it is mackerel — fatal to the ex¬ 
istence of a contract ? It is because each of those terms 

goes to the very root and essence of the contract,^ — be- 

# 

cause to compel the buyer to take something answering 
to one, but not to the other requirement, would be hold¬ 
ing him to do a substantially different thing fi*om what 
he promised, and because a promise to take one and the 
same thing answering to both requirements is therefore 
contradictory in a substantial matter. It has been seen 
that the law does not go on any merely logical ground, 
and does not hold that every slight repugnancy will make 
a contract even voidable. But, on the other hand, when 
the repugnancy is between terms which are both essential, 
it is fatal to the very existence of the contract. How then 
do we decide whether a given term is essential ? Surely 
the best way of finding out is by seeing how the partiei^ 
have dealt with it. For want of any expression on theii<' 
part we may refer to ^^the speech and dealings of every 
day,^ and say that, if its absence would make the subject- 
matter a different thing/ its presence is essential tb the 
existence of the agreement. But the parties may bgree 
that anything, however trifling, shall be essenrial, as 

1 V. Pariama, dhe. Mail Co., L. B. 2 Q. B. 5S0» 5$8 t V. 

BvrWweti, 20 How. 149, 153. Cf. Windsclieid, Pand., § 70, jm. Oi 9. 

* Windschoid, Pand., § 70 (4). See, generally, 11 hA» an. 9, 7$ § tS, ppt 
209, 207 ; t 32, pp. 216 et seg. 
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a9 thait, amythitig, however important^ shall not be; and 
that essential is part of the contract description of a 
spe^dc thing' which is also identified by reference to the 
senses, how can there be a contract in its absence any more 
than if the thing is in popular speech ditferent in kin^ fh>m 
its description ? The qualities that make sameness or dif> 
fer^oe of kind for the purposes of a contract are not de¬ 
termined by Agassiz or Darwin, or by the public at large, 
but by the will of the parties, which decides that for their 
purposes the characteristics insisted on are such and such.^ 
Kow, if this be true, what evidence can there be that a 
certain requirement is essential, that without it the sub- 
j€k>t-matter will be dilFcrcnt in kind from the description, 
better than that one party has required and the other 
given a warranty of its presence ? Yet the contract de¬ 
scription of the specific vessel as now in the port of Am*- 
sterdam, although held to be an implied warranty, does 
not seem to have been regarded as making the contract 
repugnant and void, but only as giving the defendant the 
opMon of avoiding it.^ Even an express warranty of qual¬ 
ity in sales does not have this effect, and in England, in¬ 
deed, it does not allow the purchaser to rescind in case of 
breach. On this last point the law of Massachusetts is 
dijSTerent. 

, The explanation has been offered pf the English doctrine 
with regard to sales, that, when ;the title has passed, the 
purehaser has already had some benefit from the contract, 
aud therefore bannot wholly replace the seller in statu qm, 
as must be done when a contract is rescinded.^ This rea- 

u ‘ 

'^4 I 

IheHoig, Cteist d. R5m. Rechts, § 48, III. p IIS (Fr. tmsl.). 

, &e, however, the langaege of Cromptojx, J. in s. c., 1 B. fc S. 877* 

Of. a Kent, Comm. <12th edL), 479, n. 1, A (<?). 

» mti t. mnuuts, 3 B. & S. 761, 765, 766. 
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Bonliig seeizffi doubtful, even to show that the ooutraet is 
net voidable, but has no bearing on the argutn^t ^at It h 
VKud. For if the contract is void, the title does ik)t paas* 

It might be said that there is no repugnancy in tiie char¬ 
terer’s promise, because he only promises to load a oeitain 
ship, and thabthe words ** now in the port of Amsterdam ” 
are merely matter of history when the time for loading 
comes, and no part of the description of the vessel which 
he promised to load. But the moment those words are 
decided to be essential they become part of the descrip¬ 
tion, and the promise is to load a certain vessel which is 
named the Martaban, and which was in the port of Am¬ 
sterdam at the date of the contract. So interpreted, it is 
repugnant. 

Probably the true solutiom is to be found in practical 
considerations. At any rate, the fact is that the law has 
established three degrees in the effect of repugnancy. If 
one of the repugnant terms is wholly insignificant, it is 
simply disregarded, or at most will only found a claim for 
damages. The law would be loath to hold a contract void 
for repugnancy in present terms, when if the same tenns 
were only promised a failure of one of them wouM hot 
warrant a refusal to perform on the other side. Jf, on the 
other hand, both are of the extremest importance, so that 
to enforce the rest of the promise or baigain without one-of 
them would not merely ^deprive one party of a stipulated 
iitcident, but wonld foroa a substantially different baigain 
on hhn, tbe promise will be void. There is an iutenub- 
diate class of cases where it is left to the disappointed 
paiiy to decide. But as the lines between the tiii^ ai^ bf 
tills vague kind, it is not surprising tiiat th^ have 
differently drawn in diiforent jurisdictions. ^ ^ 
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ei^ples which have been given of undertakingi 
fof a pfeg^t etate of facts have been confined to those 
touching the preseiU) condition of the subject-matter of 
the contract. Of course there is no such limit to Ihc 
B0<^ of their employment. A contract may warrant the 
existence of other facts as well, and examples of this kind 
probably might be found or imagined where it would be 
clear that the only effect of the warranty was to attach a 
condition to the contract, in favor of the other side, and 
where the question would be avoided whether there was 
not something more than a condition, — a repugnancy 
which prevented the formation of any contract at alL 
But the preceding illustrations are enough for the present 
purpose. 

We may now pnss from undertakings that certain facts 
are true at Hie time of making the contract, to undertak¬ 
ings that certain facts shall be true at some later time, — 
tl^t is, to promises properly so called. The question is 
when performance of the promise on one side is a condi¬ 
tion to the obligation of the contract on the other. In 
pi^icei this question is apt to be treated as identical 
Wit& another, which, as has been shown earlier, is a dis^ 
tinot point; namely, when performance on one side is a 
oemdition of the right to call for performance on the other. 
It is of course conceivable that a promise should be lim* 
ited ^ to Hie case of performance />f the things promised 
on Hie other side, and yet that* a failure of the latter 
should not whirant a rescission of the contract. Wher- 

' ''vif 

ew one party has already received a substantial benefit 
nndmr the contract of a kind which cannot be restored, it 
is ^ kte to rescind, however important a breach may 
im committed later by the other side. Yet he inay be 
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^xc^d from goin^ farther. Suppose a contract Is made 
for a month’s labor, ten dollars to be paid down, not to 
be recovered except in case of rescission for the laborer’s 
fault, and thirty dollars at the end of the month. If tlie 
laborer should wrongfully stop work at the end of a fort¬ 
night, I do not suppose that the contract could be re¬ 
scinded, and that the ten dollars could be recovered as 
money had and received; ^ but, on the other hand, the 
employer would not be bound to pay the thirty dollars, 
and of course he could sue for damages on the contract.^ 

But, for the most part, a breach of promise which dis¬ 
charges the promisee from further performance on his side 
will also warrant rescission, so that no great harm is done 
by the popular confusion of the two questions. Where 
the promise to perform on one side is limited to the case 
of performance on the other, the contract is generally con¬ 
ditioned on it also. In what follows, I shall take up the 
cases which I wish to notice without stopping to consider 
whether the contract was in a strict sense conditioned on 
performance of the promise on one side, or whether the 
true construction was merely that the promise on the otjier 
side was limited to that event. 

Now, how do we settle whether such a conjdition ex¬ 
ists ? It is easy to err by seeking too eagerly for simplicity, 
and by striAung too licird to reduce all cases to artificial 
presumptions, which are less obvious than the deci^ons 
which they are supposed to explain. The^ foundaii<^ of 
the whole matter is, after all, good sense, as thb cqu^ 
have often said. The law means to carry out the inten¬ 
tion of the parties, and, so far as they have not 

^ Cf. Av^lo-Egyptian Navigatim do. x, EemUt L, R, 10 C, P. 271,» ,, 

® Ellm V. TVsjijp, 6 Exch. 424, 
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for the event which has happened, it has to say what they 
naturally would have intended if their minds had been 
turned to the point. It will be found that decisions based 
oh Ibhe direct implications of the language used, and others 
based upon a remoter inference of what the parties must 
have meant, or would have said if they had spoken, shade 
into each other by imperceptible degrees. 

Mr. Langdell has called attention to a very important 
principle, and one which, no doubt, throws light on many 
decisions.^ This is, that, where you have a bilateral con¬ 
tract, while the consideration of each promise is the coun¬ 
ter protnis^ yet prima fiwie the payment for performance 
of one m performance of the other. The performance of 
the other party is whfit each means to have in return for 
his own. If A promises a barrel of flour to B, and B 
pronlises him ten dollars for it, A means to have the ten 
dollars for his flour, and B means to have the flour for liis 
ten dollars. * If no time is set for either act, neither can 
call on the other to perform without being ready at the 
iuime time himself. 

But this principle of equivalency is not the only princi¬ 
ple to be drawn even from the form of contracts, without 
considering their subject-matter, and of course it is not of¬ 
fered as such in Mr. Langdell’s work. 

Another very clear one is found in contracts for the sale 
or lease of a thing, and the like. Here the qualities or 
clmmcteristics which the owner ^romise^s that the thing 
fuirnisbed shall possess, go to describe the thing which 
the buyer promises to accept. If any of the promised 
, are wanting in the thing tendered, the buyer may re¬ 
fuse tb accept, not merely on the ground that he has not 

^ t2d«d.), § 106, aiid|»z«9m. • 
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been offered the equivalent for keeping his promise^ but 
also on the ground that he never promised to accept what 
is offered hini.^ It has been seen that, where the contract 
contains a statement touching the condition of the tiling 
at an earlier time than the moment for its acceptance, the 
past condition may not always be held to enter into tlie 
description of the thing to be accepted. But no such, es- , 
cape is possible here. Nevertheless there are limits to the 
right of refusal even in the present class of cases. If the 
thing promised is specific, the preponderance of that part 
of the description which identifies the object by reference 
to the senses is sometimes strikingly illustrated. One case 
has gone so far as to hold that performance of an execu¬ 
tory contract to purchase a specific thing cannot be refused 
because it fails to come up to the warranted quality.* 

Another principle of dependency to be drawn from the 
form of the contract itself is, that performance of the prom¬ 
ise on one side may be manifestly intended to furnish the 
means for performing the promise on the other. If a 
tenant should promise to make repairs, and the tandlord 
should promise to furnish him wood for tfie purpose, it is 
believed that at the present day, whatever may have been 
the old decisions, the tenant’s duty to repair would be de¬ 
pendent upon the landlord’s furnisliing the matedal when 
required.® 

1 Cha/nier v. Bopkim, 4 M. ti W. 399, 404. Possibly Behn v. 
stated above, might have beei^-dcalt with in this way. The ship tendered 
was not a ship which had been in the port of Almaterdamat the date of ’&« 
'Contract. It was therefore not such a ship as the contract called for. 

^ Heyworth v. ffutcfmison, L. E. 2 Q. B. 447, criticised in Berg. Sales 
(2d ed.), pp. 742 

H See Ttumas v. Cadwailader, l^illes, 496; Langd. Confer. (2d 
§$ 116, 140. This is put as a case of equivalence by Mr. lAngdell (Confer., 

§ 116); but the above explauatiou is believed to be the true one. It wiM 
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Another case of a somewhat exceptioiuil I^ind is \^here 
a party to a bilateral contract agrees to do certain things 
and to give security for his performance. Here it is mani¬ 
fest ^oodrsense. to hold giving the security a condition of 
performance on the other side^ if it be possible. For tlie 
requirement of security shows that the party requiring it 
was^ not content to rely on the simple promise of the 
other side, which he would be compelled to do if he had 
to perform before the security was given, and thus the 
very object of requiring it would be defeated.^ 

TJiis last case suggests what is very forcibly impressed on 
any one who studies the cases, — that, after all, the most 
important^ement of decision is not any technical, or even 
any gencrj^^piinciple of contracts, but a consideration of 
the nature the particular transaction as a practical mat¬ 
ter. Suppose A promises B*to do a day’s work for two 
dollars, and B promises A to pay two dollars for a day’s 
work. There the two promises cannot be performed at 
the same time. The work will take all day, the payment 
half a minute. How are you to decide which is to be done 
first, that is to* i^ay, which promise is dependent upon per¬ 
formance on the other side ? It is only by reference to the 
habits of the community and to convenience. It is not 
enough tp say that on the principle of equivalency a man 
is not presumed to intend to pay for a thing until he has 
it. The work is payment for the fnoney, as much as the 

f 

be.notioed that this is hardly a true case of coudition, hut merely a limita¬ 
tion of the scope of the teuant*s promise. So a covenant to serve as ap- ^ 
prentide in a trade, which the other party covenants to teach, can only he 
performed if the other will teach, and' must therefore be limited to that 
evdhtf. Cf. £llm v. Q likeh. 424. 

t iiongdell, Contraots (2d ed.), §^127. Cf. jRobertf v. 11'B* 

L.C. 887. , 
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money for the work, and one must be paid for in advance. 
The question is, why, if one man is not presumed to in^ 
tend to pay money until he has money’s worth, the other 
is presumed to intend to give money’s worth before hh has 
money. An answer cannot be obtained from any general 
theory. The fact that employers, as a class, can be trusted 
for wages more safely than the employed for their l^bor, 
that the employers have had the power and have been the 
law-makers, or other considerations, it matters not what, 
have determined that the work is to*be done first. But 
the grounds of decision are purely practical, and can never 
be elicited from grammar or from logic. 

A reference to practical considerations will be found to 
run all through the subject. Take another instance. The 
plaintiff declared on. a mutual agreement between himself 
and the defendant that he would sell, and the defendant 
would buy, certain Donskoy wool, to be shipped by the 
plaintiff at Odessa, and delivered in England. Among 
the stipulations of the contract was one, that the names of 
the vessels should be declared as soon as the wools were 
shipped. The defence was, that the wopl was bought, 
with the knowledge of both parties, for the purpose of re¬ 
selling it in the course of the defendant’s business ; that it 
was an article of fluctuating value, and not salable until 
the names of the vessels in which it was shipped should 
have been declared acdording to the contract, but that the 
plaintiff did not declare the names of the vessels as agreed. 
The decision of the court was given by one* of the great¬ 
est technical lawyers that ever lived, Baron Parke; yet he 
did not dream of giving any technical or merely logical 
reason for the decision, bpt, after stating in the above 
words the facts which were deemed material to the ques- 
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tion whether declaritig *the names of the vessels was a 
condition to the duty to accept, stated the ground of 
decision thus: Looking at the nature of the contract, 
and*the great importance of it to the object with which 
the contract was entered into with the knowledge of both 
parties, we think it was a condition precedent.”^ 

^ Vromsw. Legg, 9 Excb. 709. Cf. Lang. Contr. (2ded.), § 33, p. 1004. 
Mr. Langdell says that a bought note, though part of a bilateral contract, 
is to be treated as unilateral, and that it may be presumed that the Ian* 
guage of the contract relied on was that of a bought note, and thus a con¬ 
dition in favor of the defendant, who made it. 1 do not quite understand 
how this can be assumed when the declaration states a bilateral coutiact, 
and the question arose on demurrer to a plea, which also states that the 
plaintiff ** was by the agreement bound to declare ” the names. How re¬ 
mote the explanation is from the actual ground of decision will be seen. 



LECTURE X. 


SUCCESSIONS. — I. AFTER DEATH. — H. INTER VIVOS. 

In the Lecture on Possession, I tried to show that ihe 
notion of possessing a right as such was intrinsically 
absurd. All rights are consequences attached to hUing 
some situation of fact. A right which may be acquired by 
possession differs from others simply in being attached to 
a situation of such a nature that it may be filled succes¬ 
sively by different persons, or by any onfe without regard 
to the lawfulness of his doing so, as is the case where the 
situation consists in having a tangible object within one’s 
power. 

When a right of this sort is recognized by the law, there 
is no difficulty in transferring it; or, more accurately, there 
is no difficulty in different persons successively enjoying 
similar rights in respect of the subject-matter. If A^ being 
the possessor of a horse or a field, gives up the possesdon 
to B, the rights which B acquires stand on the same 

' _ I 

ground as A’s did l^fore. The facts from i^ch A’s 
rights sprang have ceased to be true of A, and are now 
true of B. The consequences attached by the law to 
those facts now exist for B, as they did for A before. 
The situation of fact from which the rights spring is a 
continuing one, and any one who occupies it, no 
how, has the rights attached to it. 

But there is no possession possible of a contract. The 
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foet that a consideration was given yesterday by A to B, 
and a promise received in return, cannot be laid hold of 
by X, and transferred from A to hjmself. The only thing 
which can be transferred is the benefit or burden of the 
promise, and how can they be separated from the facts 
which gave rise to them ? How, in short, can a man sue 
pr be sued on a promise in which he had no part ? 

Hitherto it has been assumed, in dealing with any 
special right or obligation, that the facts from which it 
sprung were true of the individual entitled or bound. But 
it often happens, especially in modem law, that a person 
acquires and is allowed to enforce a special right, although 
the facts which give rise to it are not true of him, or are 
true of him only in part. One of the chief problems of 
the law is to explain the machinery by which this result 
has been brought to pass. 

It will be observed that the problem is not coextensive 
with the whole field of rights. Some rights cannot be 
transferred by any device or contrivance; for instance, a 
man’s right to bodily safety or reputation. Others again 
are incident to* possession, and within the limits of that 
conception no other is necessary. As Savigny said, Suc¬ 
cession does not apply to possession by itself.” ^ 

But the notion of possession wilj carry us but a very 
little way in our understanding o6 the modern theory of 
transfer. That theoiy depends very largely upon the notion 
of succession, to use the word juSt quoted from Savigny, 
and accordingly successions will be the subject of this and 
the following Lecture. I sliall begin by explaiifing the 
limory of succession to persons deceased, and after that is 
done I shall pass to the theory of transfer between living 

^ B$cht des'3esitzes, § 11, p. 164, n. 1 (7th ed.), Eng. tr. 124, n. t. 
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people, and shall consider whether any relation can be es¬ 
tablished between the two. 

The former is easily shown to be founded upon a £oti* 
tious identification between the deceased and his successor. 
And as a first step to the further discussion, as well as for 
its own sake, I shall briefly state the evidence touching the 
executor, the heir, and the devisee. In order to under^ 
stand the theory of our law with regard to the first pf 
these, at least, scholars are agreed that it is necessary to 
consider the structure and position of the Roman family 
as it was in the infancy of Roman society. 

Continental jurists have long been collecting the evi¬ 
dence that, in the earlier periods of Roman and German 
law alike, the unit of society was the family. The Twelve 
Tables of Rome still recognize the interest of the inferior. 
members of the family in the family property. Heirs are 
called mi heredeSy that is, heirs of themselves or of their . 
own property, as is explained by Gaius.^ Paulus says that 
they are regarded as owners in a certain sense, even in the 
lifetime of their father, and that after his death they do 
not so much receive an inheritance as obtain the full power 
of dealing with their property.^ 

Starting from this point it is easy to understand the 

» Inst. II. § 167. 

3 ** In suis heredibus evid^ntius apparet continnatiouem dominii eo ram 
perdneere, nt nulla videatur h^ditas fuisse, quasi olim hi domini assent, ^ 
qoi etiam vivo patre quodammodo domini existimantur. unde etiam filitis 
appellatur sicut pater familias, sola nota hac i^liecta, per quam 
disiiugnitur genitor ab eo qui genitus sit. itaque post mortem patris non 
hereditatem percipere videntur, sed magis liberam bonorum administra* 
tionem conaequuntur. hac ex causa licet non sint heredes institati, domini 
aunt: nec obstat. quod licet eos exheredare, quod et oeddete Ecebat.^' 
D. 28. 2. 11. Cf. Plato, Laws, ta', vi.; iywy* oitu vofMffirtjt ^ oiffi' 6ft&t 

oUrt ri/p oMew ra&rijp, i^fiirapro* re0 yipen 
roS Tf i/ttirpoa’$ep ical raO hrura iiroiUpov, 
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Buecession of heks to a deceased paterfamilias in the Ro¬ 
man Bjstem. If the family was the owner of the property 
administered by a paterfamilias^ its rights remained un¬ 
affected by the death of its temporary head. The family 
continued, although the head died. And when, probably by 
a gradual change,^ the paterfamilias came to be regarded 
as owner, instead of a simple manager of the family rights, 
the nature and continuity of those rights did "not change 
with the title to them. Tlie familia continued to the 
heirs as it was left by the ancestor. ^ The heir succeeded 
not to the ownership of this or that thing separately, but 
to the total hereditas or headship of the family with cer¬ 
tain rights of property as incident,^ and of course he took 
this headship, or right of representing the family interests, 
subject to the modifications effected by the last manager. 

The aggregate of the ancestor’s rights and duties, or, to 
use the technical phrase, the total persona sustained by 
him, was easily separated from his natural personality. ‘ For 
this persona was but the aggregate of what had formerly 
been family rights and duties, and was originally sustained 
by any individual only as the family head. Hence it was 
said to be continued by the inheritance,® and when the 
heir assumed it he had his action in respect of injuries 
previously committed.^ 

Thus the Roman heir came to be treated as identified 
with his ancestor for the purposes <5f the law. And thus it 
is clear how the^impossible transfers Vhich I seek to explain 
were accomplished in that instance. Rights to which B 

^ Cf. Lftveleye, Propri4t6, 24, 202, 205, 211, n. 1, 282; Norton, L. C. 
HixtSla Law of Inbeiitance, p. 193. 

» D. 50. 16. 208. 

• D. 41* 1. 34. C£ D. 41. 8. 40; Bract,, fol. 8 a, 44 

* D. 48. 24, 13, g 6. 
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88 B could show no title, he could readily medutain under 
the fiction that he was the same person as A, whose title 
was not denied. « 

It is not necessary at this point to study family rights 
in the German tribes. For it is not disputed that the 
modem executor derives his characteristics from the 
Roman heir. Wills also were borrowed from Rome, 
and were unknown to the Germans of Tacitus.' Ad¬ 
ministrators were a later imitation of executors, intro¬ 
duced by statute f<ft cases where there was no will, or 
where, for any other reason, executors were wanting. 

The executor has the legal title to the whole of the tes¬ 
tator’s personal estate, and, generally speaking, the power 
of alienation. Formerly he was entitled to the undistrib- 

f 

uted residue, not, it may faidy be conjectured, as legatee 
of those specific chattels, but because he represented the 
person of the testator, and therefore had all the rights 
which the testator would have had after distribution if 
alive. The residue is nowadays generally bequeathed by 
the will, but it is not even now regarded p a specific gift 
of the chattels remaining undisposed of, and 1 cannot help 
thinking that this doctrine echoes that under which the 
executor took in former times. 

No such rule has governed residuary devises of real es¬ 
tate, which have always been held to be specific in Eng¬ 
land down to the present day. So that, if a devi^ of 
land should fail, that land would not be disposed of by the 
reridqary clause, but would descend to the heir as if there 
had been no will. 

Again, the appointment of an executor relates back to 
the date of the testatoris death. The continuity of pdreon 

^ Germania, c. 20. 
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is preserved by this fictioD, as in Rome it was by personb 
fying the inheritance ad interim, 

Enough has been said to show the likeness between our 
executor and the Roman heir. And bearing in mind what 
was said about the heresj it will easily be seen how it came 
to be said, as it often was in the old books, that th(> execu¬ 
tor represents the person of his testator.” ^ The meaning 
of this feigned identity has been found in history, but the 
aid which it furnished in overcoming a technical difficulty 
must also be appreciated. If the executor represents the 
person of the testator, there is no longer any trouble in 
allowing him to sue or be sued on his testator’s contracts. 
In the time of Edward III., wh^p an action of covenant 
was brought against executors, Persay objected: I never 
heard that one should hav& a writ of covenant against ex¬ 
ecutors, nor against other person but the veiy one who 
made the covenant, for a man cannot oblige another person 
to a covenant by his deed except him who was party to the 
covenant.” * But it is useless to object that the promise 
sued upon was made by A, the testator, not by B, the 
executor, wheh the law says that for this purpose B is A. 
Here then is one class of cases in which a transfer is 
accomplished by the help of a fiction, which shadows, as 
fictions so often do, the facts of an early stage of society, 
md which could hardly have becn^invented had these facts 
b^en otherwise. • 

Executors and’ administrators* afford the chief, if not 
the only, example* of universal succession in the English 

1 Littleton, § 837; Co. Lit. 209, a, b ; Y. B. 8 Ed. IV. 5, 6, pi. 1; 
Keilway, 44 a (17 Hen, VII.); Lord North v. Butts, Dyer, 139 6, 140 a, 
top; Over^ v. Sydall, Popham, 120, 121; Boyer v. Bivtt, 8 Pulstr, 817, 
8JW.’, Bain v, Cooper, 1 Dowl. Pr. Caa. n. s. 11, U, 

* y. B. 48 Ed, in. 2 , pi. 4. 
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law. But althoi^h they succeed p&r vniversitatemy as has 
beea explained, they do not succeed to all kinds of prop* 
erty. The personal estate goes to them, but land takes 
another course. All real estate not disposed of by will 
goes to the heir, and the rules of inheritaiioe are quite 
distinct from those which govern the distribution of chat¬ 
tels. Accordingly, the question arises whether the Ehg- 
lish heir or successor to real estate presents the same anal¬ 
ogies to the Roman heres as the executor. 

The English heir is not a universal successor. Each and 
every parcel of land descends as a separate and specific 
tiling. Nevertheless, in his narrower sphere he unques¬ 
tionably represents the person of his ancestor. Different 
opinions have been held as to whether the same thing was 
true in early German law. Dr.« Laband says that it was; * 
Sohrn* takes the opposite view.^ It is commonly supposed 
that ^mily ownership, at least of land, came before that 
of individuals in the German tribes, and it has been shown 
how naturally representation followed from a similar state 
of things in Rome. But it is needless to consider whether 
our law on this subject is of German or Roman origin,' 
as the principle of identification has clearly, prevailed 
from jthe time of Glanvill to -the present day. If it was 
not known to the Germans, it is plainly accounted for by 
the influence of the Rqpian law. If there was anything 
of the sort in the Salic law, it was no doubt due to natural 
causes similar to those which gave rise to the principle 
at Rome. But in either event I cannot doubt that tfad 
modem doctrine has taken a good deal of its form, 
perhaps some of its substance, from the mature system 

1 Yermoge&srechtliclien Elagen, 88, 89. 

* Proc. de la Lex Salica, tr. Tli^rcuin, p. 72 and n. I.' 
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of tliB civilians, in whose language it was so long ex¬ 
pressed. For the same reasons that have just been men- 
tioi^, it is also needless to weigh the evidence of the 
Anglo-Saxon sources, although it seems tolerably clear 
from several passages in the laws that there ‘was some 
sort of identification.^ 

As late as Bractoii, two centuries after the Norman con¬ 
quest, the heir was not the successor to lands alone, but 
represented his ancestor in a much more general sense, as 
will be seen directly. The office of executor, in the sense 
of heir, was unknown to the Anglo-Saxons,^ and even in 
Bracton's time does not seem to have been what it has 
since become. There is, therefore, no need to go back fur¬ 
ther than to the early Norman period, after the appoint¬ 
ment of executors had bec(uno common, and the heir was 
more nearly what he is now. 

Wlien Glanvill wrote, a little more than a centuiy after 
the Conquest, the heir was bound to warrant the reason¬ 
able gifts of his ancestor to the grantees and their heirs ; ® 
and if the effects of the ancestor were insufficient to pay 
his debts, the *heir was bound to make up the deficiency 
from his own property,^ Neither Glanvill nor his Scotch 
imitator, the Regiam Majestatem,^ limits the liability to 
the amount of property inherited from the same source. 
This makes the identification of hejr and ancestor as com¬ 
plete as that of the Roman la^\i Iwifore such a limitation 
was introduced by Justinian. Ob the other hand, a ceii- 

t 

1 Etlielred, H. 0; Cnut, II. 73; Essays in Ang. Sax. Law, pp. 221 

a 

1 Spence, Bq. 182, note, citing Hickes, Dissert. £{dst,p. 57i 

* Glanv., Lib, VII. c. 2 (Beames, p. 150), 

* Ibid., c. 8 (Beames, p, 168). 

» Reg. Mi«., Lib. II. c. 39. 
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tttiy later, it distinctly appears from Bracton,* that the heir 
was only bound so far as property had descended to him, 
and in the early sources of the Continent, Norman as<well 
as other, the same limitation appears.^ The liabilities of 
the heir were probably shrinking. Britton and Meta, tho 
imitators of Bracton, and perhaps Bracton himself, say that 
an heir is not hound to pay his ancestor's debt, unles^ he 
be thereto especially bound by the deed of his ancestor.® 
The later law required that the heir should be mentioned 
if he was to be held. 

But at all events the identification of heir and ancestor 
still approached the nature of a universal succession in the 
time of Bracton, as is shown by another statement of his. 
He asks if the testator can bequeath his rights of action, 
and answers, No, so far as concerns debts not proved and 
recovered in the testator’s life. But actions of that sort be¬ 
long to the heirs, and must be sued in the secular court; for 
before they are so recovered in the proper court, the exeeu- 

I 

tor cannot proceed for them in the ecclesiastical tribunal* 

This shows that the identification worked both ways. 
The heir was liable for the debts duq from h^ ancestor, 
and he could recover those which were due to him, until 

^ FoL 61 ffl. 

* Sachsensp., II. 60, § 2, cited in Essays in Ang. Sax, Law, p. 221; Grand 
Oust, de Norm., c. 8JB. 

« Britt., fol. 64 6 (Nichi*ed. 163); Fleta, Lib. II. c. 62, § 10. Cf. 
Bract, fol. 37 6, § 10. 

* Bracton, fol. 61 a, b. ** Item qusero an testator legare possit actiones 
Huas f £t verum est quod non, de debitis qoee in vita Icstatoris copivicta 
non fuerunt nec recognita, sed bujusmodi actiones competunt hseredibus. 
Onm autem convicts sint et recognita, tunc sunt quasi in bonis testatoris, 
ct competunt executoribus in foro ecclcsiastico. Si autem^nompetant bs^e- 
dibus, ut praedictum est, in foro seculari debent terminari, quia antequam 
communicantur et in foro debito, non pertinet ad executory, nt in foro 
aeclefiSastico oonvincantur," 
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the executor took his place in the King’s Courts, as well 
^ in those of the Church. Within the limits just ex¬ 
plained the heir was also bound to warrant property sold 
by liiB ancestor to the purchaser and his heirs.^ It is not 
necessary, after this evidence that the modern heir began 
by representing his ancestor generally, to seek for expre^ 
sions in later books, sinbe his position has been limited. 
But just as we have seen that the executor is still said to 
represent the person of his testator, the heir was said to 
represent the person of his ancestor in the time of Ed¬ 
ward So, at a much later date, it was said that ** the 
heir is in representation in point of taking by inheritance 
eadem persona cum antecessore,'' ® the same persona as his 
ancestor. 

A great judge, who died^ but a few years ago, repeats 
language which would have been equally familiar to the 
lawyers of Edward or of James. Baron Parke, after laying 
down that in general a party is not required to make pro- 
fert of an instrument to the possession of which he is not 
entitled, says that there is an exception in the cases of 
heir and executor, who may plead a release to the ancestor 
or testatof whom fhej respectively represent; so also with 
respect to several tortfeasors, for in all these cases there is 
a privity between the parties which constitutes an identity 
of person.” * 

But this is not all. The idenfity of person was car- 

1 Bract., fol. 92 

» y. B. 20 & 21 Ed. I. 232; cf. ib. 312. 

* Oaks V. PrUft^ Hob. 130. Cf. Y. B. 5 Hen. VII. 18, pi. 12; Pop- 
ham, J., in Owrtm v. Sydall, Poph. 120, 121 (E. 39 £U.); Boyer v. Riwtt 
8 hnlstr. 317, 3^9-322 ; Brooke's Case^ Godb. 876, 380 (P. 3 Car. 1.). 

* Bain V. Cooper^ 1 Dowl. Pract. Cas. K. a. 11, 14. CC Y. B. 14 Heo. 
Till. pL 5, at foL 10. 
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ried fiuiher still If a man died leaving male childreii, 
and owning land in fee, it went to the oldest son alone; 
but, if he left only daughters, it descended to them^ all 
equally. In this case several individuals together con¬ 
tinued the 'persma of their ancestor. But it was always 
laid down that they were but one heir.^ For the pur¬ 
pose of working out this result, not only was one peroon 
identified "with another, but several persons were reduced 
to one, that they might sustain a single persona. 

What was the persona ? It was not the sum of all the 
rights and duties of the ancestor. It has been seen that for 
many centuries his general status, the sum of all his rights 
and duties except those connected with real property, has 
been taken up by the executor or administrator. The per- 
Sana continued by the heir waij from an early day confined 
to real estate in its technical sense; that is, to property 
subject to feudal priiici])les, as distinguished from chattels, 
which, as Blackstone tells us,^ include whatever was not 
a feud. 

But the heir’s persona was not even the sum of all the 
ancestor’s rights and duties in connection with real estate. 
It has been said already that every fee descends specifi¬ 
cally, and not as incident to a larger universitas. This 
ai^)ears not so much from the fact that the rules of de¬ 
scent governing different parcels might be different,^ so 
that the same person wojild not be heir to both, as from 
Hie very nature of feudj^l property. Under the feudal 
system in its vigor, the holding of land ^as only one 

1 Bract., foL b, 76 6, and passim; Y. B. 20 Ed. 1. 226, 200; Lit- 
Heton^ $ 241. The same thing nras said where there were sereral exiecntors^ 
** They are only in the |>l&ce of one person. Y. B. 8 £d. 1V. 6, fl. 1. 

* 2 Comm. 385. 

» Ot Olanv., JUh. VII. c. 3; F. N. B. 21 L | Dyer, 4 ^ 5«. 
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incident of a complex personal relation. The land was 
forfeited for a failure to render the services for which it 
was granted; the service could be renounced for a breach 
of Correlative duties on the part of the lord.^ It rather 
seems that, in the beginning of the feudal period under 
Charlemagne, a man could only hold land of one lord.* 
Ev^n when it had become common to hold of more than 
one, the strict personal relation was only modified so far 
as to save the tenant from having to perform inconsistent 
services. Glanvill and Bracton ® tell us that a tenant hold¬ 
ing of several lords was to do homage for each fee, but to 
reserve his allegiance for the lord of whom he held his chief 
estate; but that, if the different lords should make war upon 
each other, and the ciiief lord should command the tenant 
to accompany him in person, the tenant ought to obey, 
saving the service due to the other lord for the fee held 
of him. 

We see, then, that the tenant had a distinct persona or 
status in respect of each of the fees which he held. The 
rights and duties incident to one of them had no relation to 
the rights and .duties incident to another. A succession 
to one had no coniiection with the succession to another. 
Each succession was the assumption of a distinct personal 
relation, in which the successor was to be detemiiued by 
the terms of the relation in question. 

The persona which we are seeking^to define is the estate. 
Every fee is a distinct persona^ a distinct hereditas^ or in¬ 
heritance, as it has-been called since the time of Bracton. 
We have already seen that it may be sustained by more 

^ Cf. Bract., fol, 80 b, 

* C'harta Divis. Beg. Franc,, Art. IX, & VIII. Cf. 3 Laferriire, Hist 
du Droit Fran 9 ais, 408, 409. 

* GUav., Lib. IX. c. 1 (Beaxnes, pp. 218, 220); Bract, fol. 796. 
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than one where there are several heirs, as well as by one^ 
just as a coi^oration may have more or less members. But 
not only may it be divided lengthwise, so to speak, among 
persons interested in the same Way at the same time ^ it 
may also be cut across into successive interests, to be en¬ 
joyed one after another. In technical language, it may be 
divided into a particular estate and remainders. But t}]tey 
are all parts of the same fee, and the same fiction still gov¬ 
erns them. We read in an old case that “ he in reversion 
and particular tenant arc but one tenant.” ^ This is only 
a statement of counsel, to be sure; but it is made to ac¬ 
count for a doctrine which seems to need the explanation, 
to the effect that, after the deatli of the tenant for life, he 
in reversion might have error or attaint on an erroneous 
judgment or false verdict given against the tenant for life.* 

To sum up the results so far, the heir of modern Eng¬ 
lish law gets his characteristic features from the Iftw as it 
stood soon after the Conquest. At that time he was a 
universal successor in a very broad sense. Many of his 
functions as such were soon transferred to the executor. 
The heir’s rights became confined to real ^estate, and his 
liabilities to those connected with real estate, and to obli¬ 
gations of his ancestor expressly binding him. The succes¬ 
sion to each fee or feudal inheritance is distinct, not part 
of the sum of all the ancestor’s rights regarded as one 
whole. But to this day the executor in his sphere, and 
the heir in his, represent the person of the deceased, and 
are treated as if they were one with him, for thfe purpose 
of settling their rights and obligations. 

The bearing which^ this has upon the contrads of the 

1 Srodk^r'a Com, Godbolt, S76, 377, pi. 465. 

* Dyestf 1 b. Cf. Bcdn r. Cooper^ 1 Dowl. Pr. C. K. s. Hi, 12. 
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deceased has been pointed out. But its influence is not 
confined to contract; it runs through everything. The 
most striking instance, however, is the acquisition of pre* 
scriptive rights. Take the case of a right of way. A right 
of way over a neighbor’s land can only be acquired by 
grant, or by using it adversely for twenty years. A man 
use&»a way for ten years, and dies. Then his heir uses 
it ten years. Has any right been acquired ? If colnmon 
sense alone is consulted, the answer must be no. The 
ancestor did not get any right, because he did not use the 
way long enough. And just as little did the heir. How 
can it better the heir’s title that another man had tres¬ 
passed before him ? Clearly, if four strangers to each other 
used the way for five years each, no right would be Ac¬ 
quired by the last. But here comes in the fiction which 
has been so carefully explained. From the point of view 
of the law it is not two persons who have used the way 
for ten years each, but one who has used it for twenty. 
The heir has the advantage of sustaining his ancestor’s 
persona^ and the right is acquired. 

I now reach *the most difficult and obscure part of the 
subject. It remains to be discovered whether the fiction 
of identity was extended to others besides the heir and 
executor., And if we find, as we do, that it went but 
little farther in express terras, the question will still arise 
whether the mode of thought an^^the conceptions made 
possible by the doctrine of inheritance have not silently 
mbdiflod the law as to dealings between the living. It 
seems to mo demonstrable that their influence has been 
prgfonnd, and that, without understasiding the theory of 
inheritance, it is impossible to understand the theoiy of 
transfer i/nter mws. 


23 
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The difficulty in dealing with the subject is to convince 
the sceptic that there is anything to explain. Nowadf^s, • 
the notion that a right is valuable is almost identical with 
the notion that it may be turned into money by selling it. 
But it was not always so. Before you can sell a rights you 
must be able to make a sale thinkable in legal terms. 1 
put the case of the transfer of a contract at the beginning 
of the^ Lecture. I have just mentioned the case of gaining 
a right by prescription, when neither party has complied 
with the requirement of twenty years’ adverse use. In the 
latter instance, there is not even a right at the time of the 
transfer, but a mere fact of ten years’ past trespassing. A 
way, until it becomes a right of way, is just as little sus¬ 
ceptible of being held by a possessory title ns a contract. 
If then a contract can be sold, if a buyer can add the time 
of his seller’s adverse user to his own, what is the ma¬ 
chinery by which the law works out the result ? 

The most superficial acquaintance with any system of 
law in its earlier stages will show with what difficulty 
and by what slow degrees such machinery has been pro¬ 
vided, and how the want of it has restricted the sphere of 
alienation. It is a great mistake to assume that it is a 
mere matter of common sense that the buyer steps into 
the shoes of the seller, according to our significant metar 
phor. Suppose that sales and other civil transfers had 
kept the form of warlikp capture which it seems that they 
had in the infancy of B/nnan law,^ and which was at least 

* In the American Law Review for October, 1872, VII. 49, 50,1 men¬ 
tioned one or two indications of this fact. But I have since had the satis¬ 
faction of finding it worked out with such detail and learning in Iheri|ig*s 
Oeist des Rfimischen Rechte, §§ 10, 48, that I cannot do better than refer 
to that work, only adding that for my purposes it is not necosssify tp go so 
far (ua Iheltng, and that he does not seem to have been led to tbs ooittln* 
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partially retained in one instance, the acquisition of wives, 
after the transaction had, in fact, taken the more civilized 
Sh^pe of purchase* The notion that the buyer came in 
adversely to the seller would probably have accompanied 
the fiction of adverse taking, and he would have stood on 
his own position as founding a new title. Without the 
aid of conceptions derived from some other source, it 
would have been hard to work out a legal transfer of 
objects which did not admit of possession. 

A possible source of such other conceptions was to be 
found in family law. The principles of inheritance fur¬ 
nished a fiction and a mode of thought which at least 
might have been extended into other spheres. In order to 
prove that they were in fact so extended, it will be neces¬ 
sary to examine once more the law of Rome, as well as the 
remains of German and Anglo-Saxon customs. 

I will take up first the German and Anglo-Saxon laws 
whiel|'^are the ancestors of our own on one side of the 
house. For although what we get from those sources is 
not in the direct line of the argument, it lays a foundation 
for it by sho^ng the course of development in different 
fields. 

The obvious analogy between purchaser and heir seems 
to have been used in the folk-laws, but mainly for another 
purpose than those which will have to be considered in 
the English law. This was to enlarge the sphere of 
alienability. It will be remembered that there are many 
traces of family ownership in early German, as well as in 
early Roman law; and it would seem that the transfer 

t f 

# 

sions which it is my object to establish. See, farther, Clark, Early Roman 
Law, 109,110 : Laferri^re, Hist dii Droit Fran^., 1. 114 etsegif^ D. 1. 5. 4, 
le t Oaii Inat. IV. § 16 ; lb. II. § 69. 
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6f .property which originally could not be given ontsidci 
the family, was worked out through the form 6f making 
the grantee an heir. , < 

The history of language points to this conclusioxL 
HereSf as Beseler ^ and others have remarked, from mean¬ 
ing a successor to the property of a person deceased, was 
extended to the donee mortis cama, and even more broadly 
to grantees in general. Hereditare was used in like man¬ 
ner for the transfer of land. H6vin is quoted by Lafer- 
ri^re^ as calling attention to the fact that the ancient 
usage was to say Mriter for purchase, hdritier for pur¬ 
chaser, and d^sh&iter for sell. 

The texts of the Salic law give us incontrovertible 
evidence. A man might transfer the whole or any part 
of his property ® by delivering possession of it to a trustee 
who, within twelve months, handed it over to the benefi¬ 
ciaries.^ To those, the text reads, whom the donor has 
named heredes {quos heredes appellavit). Here then was 
a voluntary transfer of more or less property at pleasure to 
persons freely chosen, who were not necessarily universal 
successors, if they ever were, and who nevertheless took 
under the name heredes. The word, which must have 
meant at first persons taking by descent, was extended to 
persons taking by purchase.® If the word became enlarged 
in meaning, it is probably because the thought which it 
conveyed was turned to nbw uses. The transaction seems 

r 

^ Erbvertrage, I. 15 ct aeq. * 

, ® Hist, du Di-oit Fraii 9 ., IV. 600. 

* Quantum dnre voluerit aut totam furtunam cui voluentdare . . . 
nec minuB nec majus nisi quantum ei creditum est.” Lex SaL (Merkell^ 
XLVl. 

* hex Sal (Merkel), Cap. XLVl., J}e adfMhamini Piaidt 

Beichs-11. Qferiebtsverfassung, 69. 

® Beseler, Ertvertiage, I. 101, 102, 106. 
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to have fallen half-way between the institution of an heir 
and a,sale. The later law of the Ripuarian Franks treats 
it jnore distinctly from the former point of view. It per¬ 
mits a man who has no sons to give all his property to 
whomsoever he chooses, whether relatives or strangers, as 
inheritance, either by way of adfathamire, as the Salic 
foftn was called, or by writing or delivery.^ 

The Lombards had a similar transfer, in which the 
donee was not only called hereSy but was made liable like 
an heir for the debts of the donor on receiving the pro|>- 
erty after the donor’s death.* By the Salic law a man who 
could not pay the wergeld was allowed to transfer formally 
his house-lot, and with it the liability. But the transfer 
was to the next of kin.* 

The house-lot or family curtilage at first devolved strictly 
within the limits of the family. Here again, at least in 
England, freedom of alienation seems to have gro^vn 
up by a gradually increased latitude in the choice of suc¬ 
cessors. If we may trust the order of development to be 
noticed in the early charters, which it is hard to believe 

i “Oranem facultatem suam . . . spu cuicunque libet de proximis vel 
axtraneis, adoptare in liereditatem vel in adfatimi vcl per scripturarum 
seriem sen per traditionem.” L. Rib., Cap. L. (al. XLVIll.); cf. L. Tlui- 
rii%. XIII. So Capp.'Rib. § 7 ; “ Qui filios non babuerit et alium qucmlibet 
heredem facere sibi voluerit coram rego . . . traditionem faciat.” 

a Ed. Roth., cap. 174, 157 ; cf. ib. 369, 388 ; Uutpr. III. 16 (al. 2), VI. 
155 (al. 102). Cf. Beseler, Erbvertrage, T^lbs et sej., esp. 116-118. Com¬ 
pare the charter of a. d. 713, “Offero . . . S. P. ecclesia qnam mihi here- 
dem constitui.” (Mem. di Lucca V. b.*No. 4.) Troj^a III. No. 394, 
cited Heusler, (»ewerp, 45, 46. Cf. ib. 484. This, no doubt, was due to 
Roman influence, but it recalls wbat Sir Henry Maine quotes from Klphin- 
stone’s Histoiy of India (I. 126), as to .sale by a mpfnber of one of the vil¬ 
lage communities : The purchaser steps exactly into his place, and takes 
Ujp all bis obligations.” Ancient Law, ch. 8, pp. 263, 264. 

* (Markel) Cap. LVIIL, De dtrenecfuda, Sohm, Fnink. R#u. Cr. Verf., 
117. 



THE COMMON LAW. 


i 


aoddeatal^ although the charters are few, royid grants 
first permitted an election ol heirs among the kindred, 
and then extended it beyond them. In a deed of rtiie 
year 679, the language is, as it is granted so do you hold 
it and your posterity.” One a century later reads, ” which 
let him always possess, and after his death leave to which 
of his heirs he will.” Another, and after him with free 
power (of choice) leave to the man of his kin to whom 
he wishes to ” (leave it). A somewhat earlier charter of 
736 goes a step further: ** So that as long aS he lives he 
shall have the power of holding and possessing (and) of 
leaving it to whomsoever ho choose, either in his life¬ 
time, or certainly after his death.” At the beginning of 
the ninth century the donee has power to leave the prop¬ 
erty to whomsoever he will, or, in still broader terms, to 
exchange or grant in his lifetime, and after his death to 
leave it to whom he chooses, — or to sell, exchange, and 
leave to whatsoever heir he chooses.^ This choice of hmrs 

1 A. D. 679: ‘*Sicuti tibi donata est ita tone et poateri twi." Kemble, 
Cod. Dip., I. 21, No. XVI. Ubtred, A. D. 767; “ Quam 78 semper possideat 
et post se mi voluerit heredum relinqyuU.” Ib. I. 144, cxvii. (“Cailibet 
heredi voluerit relinquat '* is very common in .the later charters; ib, Y. 
165, MLXXXII.; ib. VI. 1, mooxviii. ; ib. 31, mcgxxx. ; ib. 88, MCCXXXrv. ; 
and passim. This may be broader than cui voluerit heredum.) Oifa, a. n. 
779 : ** Ut se vivente habe . . . deat. et post se suce propinquUatia komini 
cut ipse VO .. . possidendum libera utons potestate relinquat.** Ib. L164, 
165, oxxxvii. .£thilbald, A.S^ 736 : ** Ita ut qnamdiu vixerit potestatem 
habeat tonendi ac possidendi cuicumque voluerit vel eo vivo vel oerte 
post obitum suum relinquendi.*' Ib. 1. 96, lxxx. ; cf. ib. Y. 53, USttv. 
Cuthred of Kent, a. b. 805 : ” Cuietmque hominum votuerU in Setemam 
libertatem derdipqiuu." lb. I. 232, cxo. “Dt habeat Ubertotem com- 
mntandi vel donandi in vita soa et post ejns obitum tencat fomiltatcm 
relinqnendi cnicnmque volueiis.** Ib. I. 238, 234, oxci.; cf. ih. Y. 70, 
ifxxxi. Wiglaf of Mercia, Aug. 28, a. b. 831 : ** Seu veBdendum aut 
commutajidnm ) cuicumque el horede placucrit derelinquendum.*’ Ib. I. 
294, OOXXVII. 
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TecaUs the qwoB keredes appellavit of the Salic law joet 
mentioned; and maj be compared with the language of a 
Nforman charter of about the year 1190: '^To and his 
heirS; to wit those whom he may constitute his heirs.” ^ 

A perfect example of a singular succession worked out 
by the fiction of kinship is to be found in the story of Burnt 
Njaf, ,an Icelandic saga, which gives us a living picture 
of a society hardly more advanced than the Salian Franks, 
as we see them in the Lex Salica, A lawsuit was to be 
transferred by the proper plaintiff to, another more versed,^ 
in the laws, and better able to cariy it on, — in fact, to an. 
attorney. But a lawsuit was at that time the alternative 
of a feud, and both were the peculiair affair of the family 
concerned.* Accordingly, when a suit for killing a mem¬ 
ber of the family was to be handed over to a stranger, the 
innovation had to be reconciled with the theory that such 
suit belonged only to the next-of kin. Mord is to take 
upon himself Thorgeir’s suit against Flosi for killing Helgi, 
and the fonp of transfer is described as follows. 

“ Then Mord took Thorgeir by the hand and named two 
witnesses to b*ear witness, ‘ that Thorgeir Thorir’s son 
hands me over a suit for manslaughter against Flosi 
Thord's son, to plead it for the slaying of Helgi Njal’s 
son, with all those proofs which have to follow the suit. 
Thou handest over to me this suit to plead and to settle, 
and to enjoy all rights in it, as though I were the rightful 
next of kin. Thou handest it ovw to me by law ; and I 

* *‘W. et hemdibus suis, videlicet quos beredes constituerit.” Memo- 
riftls of Hexham, Surteea Soc. Pub., 1864, H. 88. 

< Of. y. B. 27 Ass., fol. 185, pi. 25. Under the Welsh laws the cham* 
pion in ^ cause decided by combat acquired the rights of the next of kin, 
the next of kin being' the proper chompiou. Lea, Superstition and Force 
(8d ed.), 166. Of. ih. 161, n. 1; ib. 17. 
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take it from thee by law.’ ” Aftetwards, these wi^esses 
oome before the courts and bear witness to the tranter in 
like words: “ He handed over to him then this suit, with 
all the proofs and proceedings which belonged to the suit, 
he handed it over to him to plead and to settle^ and to 
make use of all rights, as though he were the righlfril 
next of kin. Thorgeir handed it over lawfully, andtMord 
took it lawfully.” The suit went on, notwithstanding the 
change of hands, as if the next of kin were plaintiff. This 
is shown by a further step in the proceedings. The de¬ 
fendant challenges two of the court, on the ground of 
their connection with Mord, the transferee, T^y blood and 
by baptism. But Mfrd replies that this is no good chal¬ 
lenge ; for “ he challenged them not for their kinship to 
the true plaintiff, the next of kin, but for their kinship 
to him who pleaded the suit.” And the other side had 
to admit that Mord was right in his law. 

I now turn from the German to the Roman sources. 
These have the closest connection with the argument, 
because much of the doctrine to be found there has been 
transplanted unchanged into modern law. 

The early Roman law only recognized as relatives those 
who would have been members of the same patriarchal 
family, and under the same patriarchal authority^ had the 
common ancestor survived. As wives passed into the 
families of their husbands, and lost all connection with 
that in which they were'*bom, relationship through females 
was altogether excluded. The heir was one who traoed 
his relationship to the deceased through males alone. 
With, the advance of civilization this rule was changed. 
The praetor gave the benefits of the inheritance to the 
blood relations, although they were. *not heirs, and could 
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iidi be admiti^ to the succession according to the ancient 
law.' But the change was not brought about by repeal¬ 
ing the old law, which still subsisted under the name of 
the ju8 civile. The new principle M’^as accommodated to 
the old forms by a fiction. The blood relation could sue 
on the fiction that he was an heir^ although he was' not 
one in fact.® 

One of the early forms of instituting an heir was a sale 
of the familia or headship of the family to the intended 
heir, with all its rights and duties.® This sale of the 
universitas was afterwards extended beyond the case of 
inheritance ^o that of bankruptcy, when it was desired to 
put the bankrupt’s property into the hands of a trustee 
for distribution. This trustee also could make use of the 
fiction^ and sue as if he Jiad been the bankrupt’s heir.^ 
We are told by one of the great jurisconsults that in gen¬ 
eral universal successors stand in the place of heirs.® 

The Roman heir, with one or two exceptions, was al¬ 
ways a universal successor; and the fiction of heirship, as 
such, could hardly be used with propriety except to en¬ 
large the spHere of universal successions. So far as it 
extended, however, all the consequences attached to the 
original fiction of identity between heir and ancestor fol¬ 
lowed as of course. 

1 D. 88. 8. 1, pr. ^ 

3 ''Cam is, qui ex edicto bonomm possessionem petiit, ficto se berede 
agit” Gaiii lust IV. § 34. Cf. Ulp. Frj^gm. XXVIll. § 12 ; D. 37.1. 2. 
So ihejidei ccnn^iissarius, who was a pnetorian successor (D.‘41. 4. 2, § 19; 
10. 2. 24), *'in simiUtudinem heredis consistit.*' Nov. 1.1, § 1. .Cf. Just. 
Inst. 2. 24, pr., and tbenUaius, 11. §§ 251, 252. 

* Oaii Inst. 11. §§ 102 et $eg. Cf. ib. §§ 252, 85. 

* Gaii lust. IV. § 35: “ Similiter et bouorum emptor ficto se herede 
> «git.*' Cf. ib. 144, 145. Eeller, RomiscUe Civilprocess, $ 85^ 111. But 

cf. Soheurl, Lebrb. der Inst., § 218, p. 407 (6tb ed.). 

* Pmilus in P. 50. 17.123. 
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To recur to the case of rights acquired hy prescripttou, 
eveiy universal successor could add the time of his prede¬ 
cessor’s adverse use to his own in order to make out the 
right. There was no addition, legally speaking, but one 
continuous possession. 

The cxprcs.s fiction of inheritance perhaps stopped here. 
But when a similar joinder of times was allowed between 
a legatee or devisee (hgafarlufi) and his testator, the same 
explanation Avas t)frered. It was said, that, when a sjw- 
cific thing was left to a person by will, so far as concerned 
having the benefit of the time during which the testator 
had been in possession for the purpcKsc of acquSrijig a title, 
the legatee Avas in a certain sense cpiasi an heir.' Yet 
a legafarius was not a univci*sal successor, and for most 
purposes stood in mark(‘,d contra t Avith such successors.® 

Thus the strict law of inheritance had made the notion 
familiar that one man might have the advantage of a posi 
tion filled by another, although it Avas rtot filled, or was 
only partially filled, by himself; and the second fiction, by 
which the priA^ileges of a legal heir in this rcfcqjcct as well 
as others had been extended to other persons, broke down 
the walls which might otherwise have confined those privi¬ 
leges to a single case. A new conce})tion Avas introduced 
into the laAv, and there was nothing to hinder its further 
application. As has been shown, it was applied in tenns 
to a sah^ of the iinivevsitm for business purposes, and to 
at least one case where the succession was confined to a 
single specific thing. Why, then, might not every gift or 
sale be regarded as a succession, so far as to insure the 
same advantages ? 

* ** In re logata in wu’pssiono ti-iiiporis quo testator posocMiit^ 
quodainmorio (junsi heres est.” 1). 41. 3. 14, § 1. 

« D. 41.1. ; 43. 3.1 , § 6; Oau Inst. 11. § ; Just. Inst. 2.10,111. 
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'[Hie joinder of times to make out a title was soon 
allowed between buyer and seller, and I have ,^no doubt, 
the langua^ always used by the Roman lawyers, 
that it was arrived at in the way I have suggested. A 
passage from Scsovola (b. c. 30) will furnish sufficient 
proof. Joinder of possessions, he says, that is, the right 
to ^^Jd the tiiiie of one’s predecessor’s holding to one’s 
own, clearly belongs to those who succeed to the place of 
others, whether by contract or by will: for heirs and those 
who are treated as holding the place of successors are 
allowed to add their testator s possession to their own. 
Accordingly, if you sell me a slave 1 shall have the benefit 
of your holding.^ 

The Joinder of times is given to those who succeed to the 
place of another. Ulpian cites a like phrase from a juris¬ 
consult of the time of the Antonines, — “ to whose place 
I have succeeded by inheritance, or purchase, or any other 
right.” * Sticcedem in locum nliorum, like mstimre perao- 
nam, is an expression of the Roman lawyers for those con¬ 
tinuations of one man’s legal position by another of which 
the type was the succession of heir to ancestor. Succedere 
alone is used in the sense of inherit,” ® and .mccesaio in 
that of “ inheritance.” ^ The succession par excellence was 
the inheritance; and it is believed that scarcely any in¬ 
stance will be found in the Roman sources where ** succes¬ 
sion” does not convey that analogy, and indicate the partial 

* “ [Accessiones possi^ssioiiuni] pltinu triUiiuiitur his qui in locnm ai^iorum 
snccedunt sive vIl contractu sive voliml-ate: heredibus enira et his, qui suc- 
cesaorum loco habentur, datur accessio testatops, Itaque si luihi vendideris 
sorvuin Utar acoeasione tua." D. 44. 3. 14, §§ 1, 2. 

* 3 “ Ah eo . . . in cujus locum hcieditate vd emptione aliove quo iure 
succesai.** D* 43 11). 3, § 2. 

3 D. 50. 4. 1, § (Jf. Cic. do Off. 3. 19. 76 ; Gaii Inst. IV. § 34. 

* C. 2. 8. 21 ; 6. 16. 2; cf. D. 88. 8. 1, pr. 
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aasumption, at least, of a persona formerly snstaiiied by 
another. It clearly does so in the passage before us. 

But the succession which admits a joinder of tim^^ is 
not hereditary succesdon alone. In the passage which has 
been cited Scsevola says that it may be by contract or 
purchase, as well as by inheritance or will. It may be 
singular, as well as universal. The jurists often mention 
antithetically universal successions and those confined to a 
single specific thing. Ulpian says that a man succeeds to 
another’s place, whether his succession be universal or to 
the single object.^' 

If ftirther evidence were wanting for the present argu* 
ment, it would be found in another expression of Ulpian’s. 
He speaks of the benefit of joinder as derived from the 
persona of the grantor. “ to whom a thing is granted 
shall have the benefit of joinder from the persona of his 
grantor.”^ A benefit cannot be derived from a persona 
except by sustaining it. 

It farther appears pretty plainly from Justinian’s In¬ 
stitutes and the Digest, that the benefit was not extended 
to purchasers in all cases until a pretty late period.^ 

Savigny very nearly expressed the truth when he said, 
somewhat broadly, that eveiy accession for whatever pur¬ 
pose, presupposes nothing else than a relation of juridical 

1 ** In locum successisse aca^pimus sive per universitatem sive in rem ait 
successum.’' D. 43. 3.1, § IS. *Cf. D. 21. 3. 3, § 1; D. 12. 2. 7 & 8; D. 39. 
2. 24. § 1.' « 

* D. 41. 2.13, §§ 1,11, Other cases put by Ulinan mif stand on a dif¬ 

ferent detion. After the termination of a prccarium^ for instance, JingUur 
fundu 9 nvaiqucm fuisse possemis ah ipso deteiUore. Gothofred, note 14 
<Elz. ed.). But cf. Puchta, in Weiske, R. L., art. p. 50, and D. 41. 

2.18, § 7. 

* Inst. 2. 6. §§ 12, 13. Cf. D. 44. 3. 9. Gee, for a Ailler statement* 
11 Am. Law Rev. 644, 645. 
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succession between the previous and present possessor. 
For succession does not apply to possession by itself.” ^ . 
And,l may add, by way of further explanation, that every 
relation of juridical succession presupposes either an in¬ 
heritance or a relation to which, so far as it extends, the 
analogies of the inheritance may be applied. 

Tb^ way of thinking which led to the accessio or joinder 
of times is equally visible in other cases. The time during 
which a former owner did not use an easement was im¬ 
puted to the person who had succeeded to his place.* The 
defence that the plaintiff had sold and delivered the thing 
in controversy was available not only to the purchaser, but 
to his heirs or to a second purchaser, even before delivery 
to him, against the successors of the seller, whether univer¬ 
sal or only to the thing in question.® If one used a way 
wrongfully as against the predecessor in title, it was wrong¬ 
ful as against the successor, whether by inheritance, pur¬ 
chase, or any other right.^ The formal oath of a party to 
an action was conclusive in favor of his successors, univer¬ 
sal or singular.*^ Successors by purchase or gift had the 

^ Recht des Besitzes, § 11 (7th ed.), p. 184, n. 1, Eng. tr. 124, n. t, 

^ PauluB, D. 8. 6. 18, § 1. This seems to be written of a rural servi¬ 
tude {aqwi), which was lost by mere disuse, without adverse user by the 
servient owner. 

* Hermogenianus, D. 21. 8. 3 ; Exc. rei jud., D. 44. 2. 9, § 2; ib. 28; 
ib. 11, §§ 8, 9; B. 10. 2, 2.'>, § 8; D. 46. 8. 16, § 1; Keller, Eom. CivU- 
pToc., § 73. Cf. Bracton, fol. 24 6, '§ 1 adJSk. 

* “Recte a me via uti prcdiibetur et interdictum ei inutile est, quia a 
me videtur vi vel clam vel precario possidel’e, qui ab auctore meo vitiose 
possidet. nam et l^edins scribit. si vi aut clam aut precario ab eo sit usus, 
in cuius locum hereditate. vel emptione aliove quo iure success!, idem esse 
diceudum ; cum enim successerit quis in locum eorum, sequum non est nos 
nol^ri hoc, quod adversus eum non nocuit, in cuius locum snccessimus.** 
D- 43.19. 3, § 2. The variation rtc«or«, argued for by Savigny, is dxm- 
demned by Mommsen, in his edition of the Digest, —it seems lightly. 

» D. 12. 2. 7 & 8, 
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benefit of agreements made with the vendor.^ A multi¬ 
tude of general expressions show that for mc^t purposes, 
whether of action or defence, the buyer stood in the shoes 
of the seller, to use the metaphor of our own law.^ And 
what is more important than the result^ which often might 
have been reached by other ways, the langnage and analo- \ 
gies are drawn throughout from the succession to the in- ' 
heritance. 

Thus understood, there could not have been a succession 
between a person dispossessed of a thing against his will 
and the wrongful possessor. Without the element of con¬ 
sent there is no room for the analogy just explained. Ac¬ 
cordingly, it is laid down that there is no joinder of times 
when the possession is wrongful,^ and the only enumerated 
means of succeeding in rem are by wnll, sale, gift, or some 
other right. 

The argument now returns to the English law, fortified 
with some general conclusions. It has been shown that 
in both the systems from whose union our law arose the 
rules governing conveyance, or the transfer of specific 

» tJlpiaii, D. 39. 2. 24, § 1. Cf. D. 8. 5. 7 ; D. 39. 2. 17, § 3, n. 79 
(Elzevir ed.); Paiilus, D. 2. 14. 17, § 5. 

2 “ Cum qui.s in alii locum succcsserit non eat eeqmim ei nocere boc, 
quod adversus eum non nociiit, in cujiis locum sucecssit. Plerumque emp- 
toris eadem ciiusa esse debet circa petendum ac defendendum, quae fuit 
anctoris." Ulp. D. 50.17.156, §§ 2, 3. “ Qui in ius domiiliumve alterius 
suceedit, iure ejus uti jiebc*;." Paulus, D. 60, 17. 177. “Non debeo 
melioris condicionis esse, (piarn auctor mens, a quo ius in me transit” 
Paulus, B. 50. 17. 175, § 1. "‘Quod ipsis qui contraxdrunt obstat, et sue* 
eessoribus eorum obstabit.” Ulp. D. 50. 17. 143. “Nemo plus iUris ad 
alinni transferre potest, quain ipse haberet.” Ulp. D. 50.17. 54} Bract, 
fol. 816. Cf. Decret. Greg. Lib. IT. Tit. Xlll. c. 18, De real, spoltai,: 
“Cum spoliatori quasi succeJat in vitiuui.” Bruns, li. d. Besitzas, p. 179. 
Windscheid, Pand., § 162 of, n, 10. 

* “ Ne vltiosffi quidara possessioni ulla potest accedere: sed nee Titioea 
ei, quss vitiosa non est.” B. 41. 2. 13, § 13. 
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objects between living persons, were deeply affected by 
notions drawn from inheritance. It had been shown 
previously that in England the principles of inheritance 
applied directly to the singular succession of the heir to a 
specific fee, as well as to the universal succession of the ex¬ 
ecutor. It would be remarkable, considering their history, 
if 4:h6 same principles had not affected other singular suc¬ 
cessions also.- It will soon appear that they have. And 
not to be too careful about the order of proof, I will first 
take up the joinder of times in prescription, as that has 
just been so fully discussed. The English law of the sub¬ 
ject is found on examination to be the same as the Roman 
in extent, reason, and expression. It is indeed largely 
, copied from that source. For servitudes, such as rights 
of way, light, and the likc% form the chief class of pre¬ 
scriptive rights, and our law of servitudes is mainly 
Roman. Proscriptions, it is said, “ are properly personal, 
and therefore arc always alleged in the person of him 
who prescribes, viz. that he and all those whoso estate he 
hath, &c.; therefore, a bishop or a parson may prescribe, 
... for th^e is a perpetual estate, and a perpetual 
succession, and the successor hath the very same estate 
which his predecessor had, for that continues, though the 
person ^alters, like the case of the ancestor and the heir.”^ 
So in a modern case, where by statute twenty years' dis¬ 
possession extinguished the owner’# title, the Court of 
Queen's Bench said that probably the right would be 
transferred tb the possessor if the same person, or sev¬ 
eral persons, claiming one from the other by descent, will 

^ Sill V. Ellard, 8 Salk. 279. Cf. Withers v. IsehanC, Dyer, 70 a, 70 ft, 
71 a ; CfaUward^a Case, 0 Co. Rep. 59 ft, 60 ft; Y. B. 20 ftc 21 Ed. L 426; 
84 Ed. I. 206; 12 Hen. IV. 7. 
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or conveyance, had been in possession foi* the twenty 
years.^’ “ But.... such twenty years’ possession must be 
either by the same person, or several persons claiming one 
from the other, which is not the case here.” ^ 

In a word, it is equally clear that the continuous posses¬ 
sion of privies in title, or, in Roman phrase, successors, 
has all the eftect of the continuous possession of one;^ and 
that such an effect is not attributed to the continuous 
possession of different’ persons who are not in the same 
chain of title. One who dispossesses another of land can¬ 
not add the time during which his disseisee has used a way 
to the period of his own use, while one who purchased 
can.* 

The authorities which have been quoted make it plain 
that the English law proceeds ,on the same theory as the 
Roman. One who buys land of another gets the very 
same estate which his seller had. He is in of the same 
fee, or hereditas, which means, as I have shown, that he 
sustains the same persona. On the other hand, one who 
wrongfully dispossesses another, — a disseisor, — gets a 
different estate, is in of a new fee, although the land is 
the same; and much technical reasoning is based upon 
this doctrine. 

In the matter of prescription, therefore, buyer a^d seller 
were identified, like heir and ancestor. But the question 

i ", 

^ Doe V. Barnard^ 18 Q. B. 945, 962, 963, per Cur., Patteson, J. Cf. 
Aaher v. WhUlock, L. E* 1 Q. P. 1, 3, 6, 7. 

3 See, further, Sawy&r v. Kendallj 10 Cush. 241 ; 2 Bl. Comm. 268 tt 
aeq.; 8 Ch, PI. 1119 (6th Am. ed^); 3 Kent, 444, 445; Angell, Limita¬ 
tions, ch. 81, § 418. Of course if a right had already been acquired‘before 
the disseisin different considerations would apxdy. If the right claimed kk 
one of those which are regarded as incident to land, as explained in the 
following Lecture, the disseisor will have it. Jenk. Cent. 12, JBhrst Cent. 
Case 21. 
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remaind whether this identification bore fhiit in other 
parta of the law also, or whether it was confined to one 
particular branch, where the Roman law was grafted upon 
the English stock. 

Th^ can be no doubt which answer is most probable, 
but it cannot be proved without diificulfy. As has been 
sakl, the heir ceased to be the general representative of 
his ancestor at an early date. And the extent to which 
even he was identified came to be a matter of discus¬ 
sion. Common sense kept control over fiction here as 
elsewhere in the common law. But there can l)e no 
doubt that in matters directly concerning the estate the 
identification of heir and ancestor has continued to the 
present day; and as an estate in fee simple has been 
shown to be a distinct persona^ we should expect to find 
a similar identification of buyer and seller in this part 
of the law, if anywhere. 

Where the land was devised by will, the analogy applied 
with peculiar ease. For although there is no difference in 
principle between a devise of a piece of land by will and a 
conveyance of it by deed, the dramatic resemblance of a 
devisee to an heir is stronger than that of a grantee. It 
will be remembered that one of the Roman jurists said 
that a legatarim (legatee or devisee) was in a certain 
sense qtiasi hercs. The English courts have occasionally 
used similar expressions. In a cslSc where a testator owned 
a rent, and divided it by will ^^ong, hjs sons, and then 
one of the *8008 brought debt for his part, two of the 
judges, while admitting that the testator could not have 
^vided the tenant's liability by a grant or deed in his life¬ 
time, thought that it was otherwise with regard to a divis¬ 
ion by will. Their reasoning was that the devise is quasi 

24 
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an act of law, which shall inure without attornment, and 
shall make a sufficient privity, and so it may well be appor¬ 
tioned by this means.” ^ So it was said by Lord Ellenbor- 
ough, in a case where a lessor and his heirs were entitled 
to terminate a lease on notice, that a devisee of the land 
as heres foetus would be understood to have the same 
right^ 

But wills of land were only exceptionally allowed by 
custom until the reign of Henry VllL, and as the main 
doctrines of conveyancing had been settled long before 
that time, we must look further back and to other sources 
for their explanation. We shall find it in the history of 
warranty. This, and the modern law of covenants running 
with the land, will be treated in the next Lecture. 

1 Ardsv. Walking Cro. Eliz. 637; B. c., ib. 651. Cf. Y. B. 5 Hen. VIL 
18, pi. 12; Dyer, 4 6, n. (4). 

* itoe V. Hayky, 12 East, 464, 470 (1810). 



LECTURE XL 

8U0CESSI0NS. — II. INTER VIVOS. 

The principal contracts known to the common law and 
suable in the King’s Courts, a century after the Conquest, 
were suretyship and debt. The heir, as the general repre¬ 
sentative of his ancestor’s rights and obligations, was liable 
for his debts, and was the j^roper person to sue for those 
which were due the estate. By the time of Edward III. 
this had changed. Debts had ceased to concern the heir 
except secondarily. The executor took his place both for 
collection and payment. It is said that even when the heir 
was bound he could not be sued except in case the execu¬ 
tor had no assets.^ 

But there was another ancient obligation which had a 
di^erent history. I refer to the warranty which arose 
upon the transfer of property. We should call it a con¬ 
tract, but it probably presented itself to the mind of Glan- 
vill’s predecessors simply as a duty or obligation attached 
by law to a transaction which was directed to a different 
point; just as the liability of a bAilcc, which is now treated 
as arising from his undertaking,*wa8 originally raised by 
the law out of the position in which he stood tow’ard 
third persons. 

• After the Conquest we do not hear much of warranty, 
except in connection with land, and this fact will at once 
^ Bayer v. Rivetf 3 Bal»tr. 817, 321. 
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account for its having had a different history from debt. 
The obligation of warranty was to defend the title, and, if 
the defence failed, to give to the evicted owner other l?nd 
of equal value. If an ancestor had conveyed lands with 
warranty, this obligation could not be fulfilled by his exec- 
utor, but only by his heir, to whom his other lands had 
descended. Conversely as to the benefit ,of warrafities 
made to a deceased grantee, his heir was the only person 
interested to enforce such warranties, because the land 
descended to him. Thus the heir continued to represent 
his ancestor in the latter’s rights and obligations by way 
of warranty, after the executor had relieved him of the 
debts, just as before that time he had represented his 
ancestor in all respects. 

If a man was sued for property which he had bought 
from another, the regular course of litigation was for the 
defendant to summon in his seller to take charge of the 
defence, and for him, in turn, to summon in his, if he had 
one, and so on until a party was reached in the chain of 
title who finally took the burden of the case upon himself. 
A contrast which was early stated between the Lombard 
and the Roman law existed equally between the Anglo- 
Saxon and the Roman. It was said that the Lombard 
presents his grantor, the Roman stands in his grantor’s 
shoes, — Langobardus dat auctorem, Romanm stat loco 
auctoris} 

Suppose, now, that A gave land to B, and B conveyed 
over to C. If C was sued by D, claiming a better title, 
C practically got the benefit of A’s warranty,® because, 
when he summoned B, B would summon A, and tbns A 

1 Essays in A. S. Imw, 219. 

s << Per madium,’* Brooton, fol. 37 f 10 ad fin* 
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would defend the case in the end. But it might happen 
that between the time when B conveyed to C, and the 
when the action was begun, B had died. If he left 
an heir, C might still be protected. But supposing B 
left no heir, C got no help from A, who in the other 
event would have defended his suit.. This no doubt was 
the^law in the Anglo-Saxon period, but it was manifestly 
unsatisfactory. We may conjecture, with a good deal of 
confidence, that a remedy would be found as soon as 
there was machinery to make it possible. This was fur¬ 
nished by the Roman law. According to that system, 
the buyer stood in the place of his seller, and a fusion 
of the Roman with the Anglo-Saxon rule was all that was 
needed. 

Bracton, who modelled ^is book upon the writings of 
the mediseval civilians, shows how this thought was used. 
He first puts the case of a conveyance with the usual 
clause binding the grantor and his heirs to warrant and 
defend the grantee and his heirs. He then goes on: 

Again one may make his gift greater and make other 
persons quasT heirs [of his grantee], although, in fact, they 
are not heirs, as when he says in the gift, to have and to 
hold to such a one and his heirs, or to whomsoever he 
shall choose to give or assign the said land, and I and 
my heirs will warrant to the said so and so, and his heirs, 
or to whomsoever he shall choose 1 k> give or assign the said 
bind, and their heirs, against all persons. In which case if 
the grantee lhall have given or assigned the land, and then 
have died without heirs, the [first] grantor and his heira 
b^in to hold the place of the first grantee and his heirs, 
and are in place of the first grantee’s heir (pro hsrede) so 
fw as concerns warranting to his assigns and their heirs 
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according to the clause contained in the first grantor’s 
charter, which would not be but for the mention of assigns 
in the first gift. But so long as the first grantee survivj^, 
or his heirs, they are held to warranty, and not the first 
grantor.” ^ 

Here we see that, jn order to entitle the assign to the 
benefit of the first grantor’s warranty, assigns must^ be 
mentioned in the original grant and covenant. The scope 
of the ancient obligation was not extended without the war¬ 
rantor’s assent. But when it was extended, it was not by 
a contrivance like a modem letter of credit. Such a con¬ 
ception would have been impossible in that stage of the 
law. By mentioning assigns the first grantor did not offer 
a covenant to any person who would thereafter purchase 
the land. If that had been th^ notion, there would have 
been a contract directly binding the first grantor to the 
assign, as soon as the land was sold, and thus there would 
have been two warranties arising from the same clause, — 
one to the first grantee, a second to the assign. But in 
fact the assign recovered on the original warranty to the 
first grantee.^ He could only come on the' first grantor 
after a failure of his immediate grantor’s heirs. The first 
grantor by mentioning assigns simply enlarged the limits of 
his grantee’s succession. The assign could vouch the first 
grantor only on the principles of succession. That is to 
say, he could only do so xriien, by the failure of the first 
grantee’s blood, the first ^grantee’s feudal relation to the 
first grantor, his personaj came to be sustained by the 
assign.^ 

1 Bract., fol. 17 h. Cf. Fleta, III. c. 14, § 6. 

* See, further, Middlemore v. QooihiU^ Cro. Car. 503, stated infra, p. 87a. 

* See also Bract., fol, 380 381. **£t quod de hicredthfia dieitur, 

idein dici potcrit de iissignatis. . . . Et quod assignotis fieri debet irw- 
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. This was not only carrying out the fiction with technical 
consistency, but was using it with good sense, as fictions 
generally have been used in the English law. Practically it 
made little difference whether the assign got the benefit of 
* the first grantor’s warranty mediately' or immediately, if he 
got it. The trouble arose where he could not summon the 
mesne grantor, and the new right was given him for that 
case alone. Later, the assign did not have to wait for the 
failure of his immediate grantor’s blood, but could take 
advantage of the first grantor’s warranty from the begin¬ 
ning.^ 

If it should be suggested that what has been said goes 
to show that the first grantor’s duty to warrant arose from 
the assign’s becoming his man and owing homage, the 
answer is that he was not b^und unless he had mentioned 
assigns in his grant, homage or no homage. In this Brac- 
ton is confiruied by all the later authorities.^ 

Another rule on which there arc vast stores of forgotten 
learning will show how exactly the fiction fell in with the 
earlier law. Only those who were privy in estate with the 
person to whdin the warranty was originally given, could 
vouch the original warrantor. Looking back to the early 

rantia per moduni donationis : probatnr in itinere W. de Kalegh in Com. 
WaiT. circa finem rotali, et hoc niaxinie, si primus dominus capitalis, ct 
primus feoffator, ceperit homagium et servitiura assignati.” Cf. Fleta, VI. 
c. 28, § 6 ; Moore, 93, pi. 230 ; Shepli. IVuchgt 199, 200. As to the 
reason which lad to the mention of assigns, cf. Bract., fol. 20 § 1; 

1 Rritt (Nich.), 228, 812. • 

^ I do not stop to inquire whether this was due to the statute of Quia 
Emptores, by which the assign was mode to hold directly of the first grantor, 
or whether some other explanation must be found. Cf. Bract, fol. 87 b; 
Flpta, III. 0.14, §§ 6,11; VI. c. 28, § 4 ; 1 Britton (Nich.), 256, [100 b]. 

* Fleta, III. c. 14, § 6, foL 197; 1 Britton (Nich.), 223, 233, 244, 255, 
312; Co. Lit 8845; Y. B. 20 Ed. I. 232; Abbr. Placit., fol. 808, 2d col., 
Dmaelm, rot. 48 ; Y. B. 14 Hen. IV. 6, 6. 
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ffocedure, it will be seen that of course ouly those in the 
'same chain of title could even mediately get the benefit of 
a former owner’s warranty. The ground on which a plan 
was bound to warrant was that he had conveyed the prop, 
erty to the person who summoned him. Hence a man 
could summon no one but his grantor, and the successive 
vouchers came to an end when the last vouchee could *not 

s 

call on another from whom he had bought. Now when 
the process was abridged, no persons were made liable to 
summons who would not have been liable before. The 
present owner was allowed to vouch directly those who 
otherwise would have been indirectly bound to defend his 
title, but no others. Hence he could only summon those 
firom whom his grantor derived his title. But this was 
equally well expressed in tenjis of the fiction employed. 
In order to vouch, the present owner must have the estate 
of the person to whom the warranty was made. As eveiy 
lawyer knows, the estate does not mean the land. It 
means the atatm or persona in regard to that land for¬ 
merly sustained by another. The same word was used in 
alleging a right by prescription, “ that he and those whose 
estate he hath have for time whereof memory runneth not 
to the contrary,” &c.; and it will be remembered that the 
word corresponds to the same requirement of succession 
there. 

To return to Brdcton,<’it must be understood that the 
description of assigns as; quasi heredes is not accidental 
He describes them in that way whenever he*has occasion 
to speak of them. He even pushes the reasoning drawn 
from the analogy of inheritance to extremes, and refers to 
it in countless passages. For instance: *^It should be 
noted that of heirs some are true heirs and some quasi 
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heirs, in place of heirs, &6.; true heirs by way of succ^ 
sion, quasi heirs, &c. by the form of the gift; such as 
assigns,” &c.^ 

IP 

If it should be suggested that Bracton’s language is only 
a piece of mediaeval scholasticism, there are several an¬ 
swers. In the first place it is nearly contemporaneous with 
the^first appearance of the right in question. This is 
shown by his citing authority for it as for something which 
might be disputed. He says, “ And that warranty must 
be made to assigns according to the form of the gift is 
proved [by a case] in the circuit of W. de Ralegh, about 
the end of the roll,” &c.2 It is not justifiable to assume 
that a contemporary explanation of a new rule had noth¬ 
ing to do with its appearance. Again, the fact is clear 
that the assign got the beiyjfit of the warranty to the first 
grantee, not of a new one to himself, as has been shown, 
and Bracton’s explanation of how this was worked out 
falls in with what has been seen of the course of the 
German and Anglo-Saxon law, and with the pervading 
thought of the Roman law. Finally, and most important, 
the requirement that the assign should be in of the first 
grantee’s estate has remained a requirement from that day 
to this. The fact that the same thing is required in the 
same words as in prescription goes far to show that the 
same technical thought has governed both. 

As I have said, Glanvill’s predecessors probably re- 
garded warranty as an obligaticwi incident to a convey¬ 
ance, rather* than as a contract. But when it became 
usual to insert the undertaking to warrant in a deed or 
•barter of feoffment, it lost something of its former isola¬ 
tion as a duty standing by itself, and admitted of being 
1 FoL €7 ft; M a, * Fol. 881 ,* p. 374, n. 8. 
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generalized. It was a promise by deed, and a promise by 
deed was a covenant.^ This was a covenant having pe¬ 
culiar consequences attached to it, no doubt. It diife|;ed 
also in the scope of its obligation from some other cove¬ 
nants, as will be shown hereafter. But still it was a 
covenant, and could sometimes be sued on as such. It 
was spoken of in the Year Books of Edward III. aS* a 
covenant which “falls in the blood,” ^ as distinguished 
from those where the acquittance fell on the land, and 
not on the person.® 

The inipoilance of this circumstance lies in the working 
of the law of w^arranty upon other covenants which took 
its place. When the old actions for land gave way to 
more modern and speedier forms, warrantors were no 
longer vouched in to defend, aqd if a grantee was evicted, 
damages took the place of a grant of other land. The 
ancient warranty disappeared, and was replaced by the 
covenants which we still find in our deeds, including the 
covenants for seisin, for right to convey, against incum¬ 
brances, for quiet enjoyment, of warranty, and for fur¬ 
ther assurance. But the principles on which an assign 
could have the benefit of these covenants were derived 
from those which governed warranty, as any one may see 
by looking at the earlier decisions. 

For instance, the question, what was a sufficient assign¬ 
ment to give an assign the benefit of a covenant for quiet 

enjoyment, was argued acid decided on the authority of 

% 

the old cases of warranty.^ 

1 Cf. Pmemnhe v. Rudgef Hobart, 3 ; Bro. Wanra/rUia CarU, pi. 8; 
s. c., Y. B. 2 Hen. IV. 14, pi. 6, . 

* y. B. SO Ed. III. 12 bk 13. 

* Y. B. 42 E<1. III. 3, pi. 14, per Belknap, argttendo. 

* Noke V. AwdtTf Cro. Eliz. 873 ; a. c., ib, 480. Cf. v. XJainp- 

&e22, 8 Taunt. 715 ; s. c., 3 J. B. Moore, 35. 
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Tbe a43sigiii, as in warranty^ came in under the old cove^ 
nant with the first covenantee, not by any new right of 
his ^wn. Thus, in an action by an assi^ on a covenant 
for further assurance, the defendant set up a release by the 
o^nal covenantee after the commencement of the suit. 
The court held that the assignee should have the benefit 
of fhp covenant, They held, that although the breach 
was in the time of the assignee, yet if the release had 
been by the covenantee (who is a party to the deed, and 
from whom the plaintiff derives) before any breach, or 
before the suit commenced, it had been a good bar to the 
assignee from bringing this writ of covenant. But the 
breach of the covenant being in the time of the assignee, 
. . . and the action brought by him, and so attached in 
his person, the covenantee^ cannot release this action 
wherein the assignee is interested.” ^ The covenantee even 
after assignment remains the legal party to the contract. 
The assign comes in under him, and docs not put an end 
to his control over it, until by breach and action a new 
right attaches in the assign's person, distinct from the 
rights derived from the persona of his grantor. Later, the 
assign got a more independent standing, as the ori^nal 
foundation of his rights sunk gradually out of sight, and a 
release after assignment became ineffectual, at least in the 
case of a covenant to pay rent.* 

Only privies in estate with the original covenantee can 
have the benefit of covenants for title. It has been shown 
that a similar limitation of the benefits of the ancient 

1 MiMUmofe v. Goodale, Cro. Car. 503; s. c., ib. 505, Sir William 
Joinas, 406. 

• Matrynt v. Bird^ T. Jones, 102 (Pasch. 80 Car. II.). These cases 
show an order of development parallel to the history of the assignment 
of otilier oontaraots not negotiable. 
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witrranty was required by its earlier histoty befeie the 
assigii was allowed to sue, and that the fiotiod by whieh 
he got that right could not extend it beyond that limit. 
This analogy also was followed. For instance^ a tenant in 
tail male made a lease for years with covenants of right 
to let and for quiet enjoyment, and then died without issue , 
male. The lessee assigned the lease to the plaintiff. The 
latter was soon turned out, and thereupon brought an 
action upon the covenant against the executor of the 
lessor. It was held that he could not recover, because he 
W€W not privy in estate with the original covenantee. For 
the lease, which was the original covenantee’s estate, was 
ended by the death of the lessor and termination of the 
estate tail out of which the lease was granted, before the 
form of assignment to the plaintiff.^ 

The only point remaining to make the analogy between 
covenants for title and warranty complete was to require 
assigns to be mentioned in order to enable them to sue. 
In modem times, of course, such a requirement, if it should 
exist, would be purely formal, and would be of no impor¬ 
tance except as an ear-mark by which to triice the history 
of a doctrine. It would aid our studies if we could say 
that wherever assigns are to get the benefit of a covenant 
as privies in estate with the covenantee, they must be men¬ 
tioned in the covenant. Whether such a requirement does 
exist or not would be ha. d to tell from the decisions alon4. 
It is commonly supposed not to. But the popular opinion 
on this trifling point springs from a failure to understand 
one of the great antinomies'of the law, wliich must now 
be explained. 

So far as we have gone, we have found that, wherever 

1 ^n^ew V. P&irce, 4 Bos- k Pul. 158 (1805). 
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one paiij steps into the rights or obligations of another, 
without in turn filling the situation of fact of which those 
rights or obligations are the legal consequences, the sub¬ 
stitution is explained by a fictitious identification of the 
two individuals, which is derived from the analogy of the 
inheritanoe. This identification has been seen as it has 
beqn consciously worked out in the creation of the execu¬ 
tor, whose entire status is governed by it. It has been 
seen still consciously applied in the narrower sphere of the 
heir. It has been found hidden at the root of the relation 
between buyer and seller in two cases at least, prescription 
and warranty, when the history of that relation is opened 
to a sufiicient depth. 

But although it would be more symmetrical if this 
analysis exhausted the subject, there is another class of 
cases in which the transfer of rights takes place upon a 
wholly different plan. In explaining the succession which 
is worked out between buyer and seller for the purpose 
of creating a prescriptive right, such as a right of way 
over neighboring land to the land bought and sold, it was 
shown that one who, instead of purchasing the land, had 
wrongfully possessed himself of it by force, would not be 
treated as a successor, and would get no benefit from the 
previous use of the way by his disseisee. But when the 
former possessor has already gained a right of way before 
be is turned out, a new princijdfi ceftnes into operation. 
If the owner of the land over wliich the way ran stopped 
it up, and sued by the wrongful possessor, a defence 
on the ^X)und that the disseisor had not succeeded to the 
fqrmet owner’s rights would not prevail. The disseisor 
w<^ld be protected in his possession of the land against 
all but the rightful owner, and he would equally be pro- 
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tected in his use of the way. This rule of law does not 
stand on a succession between the wron^iil possessor and 
the owner, which is out of the question. Neither can it be 
defended on the same ground as the protection to the oc¬ 
cupation of the land itself. That ground is that the law 
defends possession against everything except a better title. 
But, as has been said before, the common law does«not 
recognize possession of a way. A man who has used a 
way ten years without title cannot sue even a stranger for 
stopping it. He was a trespasser at the beginning, he is 
nothing but a trespasser still. There must exist a right 
against the servient owner before there is a right against 
anybody else. At the same time it is clear that a way is 
no more capable of possession because somebody else has 
a right to it, than if no one had. 

How comes it, then, that one who has neither title nor 
possession is .so far favored ? The answer is to be found, 
not in reasoning, but in a failure to reason. In the first 
Lecture of this course the thought with which we have to 
deal was shown in its theological stage, to borrow Comte's 
well-known phraseology, as where an axe waS made the ob> 
ject of criminal process ; and also in the metaphysical stage, 
where the language of personification alone survived, but 
survived to cause concision of reasoning. The case put 
seems to be an illustration of the latter. * The language 
of the law of easemtints* was built up out of similes drawn 
from persons at a time»when the noxtB deditio was still 
familiar; and then, as often happens, lan^tt%e reacted 
upon thought, so that conclusions were drawn as to the 
rights themselves from the terms in which they happened 
to be expressed. When one estate was said to be enslaved 
to another, or a right of way was said to be a qualify or 
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uicident of a neighboring piece of land, men’s minds were 
not alert to see that these phrases were only so many per¬ 
sonifying metaphors, which explained nothing unless the 
figure of speech was true. 

Rogron deduced the negative nature of servitudes from 
the rule that the land owes the services, not the person,— 
Prmdvwm wm persona servit. For, said Rogron, the land 
alone being bound, it can only be bound passively. Austin 
called this an ‘‘absurd remark.”^ But the jurists from 
whom we have inherited our law of casements were con¬ 
tented with no better reasoning. Papinian himself wrote 
that servitudes cannot be partially extinguished, because 
they are due firom lands, not persons.® Celsus thus de¬ 
cides the case which I took for my illustration: Even if 
possession of a dominant estate is acquired by forcibly 
ejecting the owner, the way will be retained; since the 
estate is possessed in such quality and condition as it is 
when taken.® The commentator Godefroi tersely adds 
that there are two such conditions, slavery and freedom; 
and his antithesis is as old as Cicero.^ So, in another 
passage, CelsifS asks, What else are the rights attaching^ to 
land but qualities of that land ? ® So Justinian’s Institutes 
speak of servitudes which inhere in buildings.® So Paulus 

' Austin, Jurisprudence, II. p. 842 (3d ed.). 

9 “Quoniam non personae, sed praidia d^berent, neque adquiri libertas 
aequo remitti servitus per partem D. 8. 3. 34, pr. 

• **Qui fundum alienum bona fide emij, itinere quod ei fundo debetur 
usus est J retiwitiiir id ius itineris : atque etiam, si precario aut vi deiecto 
domino possidet: fundus enim qualiter se habens ita, cum in sno habitu 
posaessus est, ius non deperit, neque refert, iuste nec ne possideat tpii talem 
dqp possidet." D. 8. 6. 12. 

* Elzevir ed., n. 61, ad loc. eit. ; Cicero de L* Agr. 3. 2. 9. 

» D. 60. 16, 86. Cf. Ulpian, D. 41. 1. 20, § 1 ; D. 8. 8. 28, $ 2. 

6 lust. 2. 8, S 1. 
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speaks of such rights as being accessory to^^xxiies. “ And 
thus/* adds Godefroi^ “ rights may belong to inanimate 
things.** ^ It easily followed from all this that a sale of 
the dominant estate carried existing easements, not be* 
cause the buyer succeeded to the place of the seller, but 
because land is bound to land.^ 

All these figures import that land is capable of ha^ng 
rights, as Austin recognizes. Indeed, he even says that 
the land “ is erected into a legal or fictitious peraow, and 
is styled ‘ praedium doyninans,' ” ® But if this means any¬ 
thing more than to explain what is implied by the Roman 
metaphors, it goes too far. The dominant estate was 
never “ erected into a legal person,” either by conscious 
fiction or as a result of i)rimitive beliefs.* It could not 
sue or be sued, like a ship in t}ic admiralty. It is not sup¬ 
posed that its possessor could maintain an action for an 
interference with an easement before his time, as an heir 
could for an injury to property of the hereditas jctcens. 
If land had even been systematically treated as capable of 
acquiring rights, the time of a disseisee might have been 
added to that of the wrongful occupant, 6n the ground 
that the land, and not this or that individual, was gaining 
the easement, and that long association between the en¬ 
joyment of the privilege and the land was sufficient, which 
has never been the law. 

All that can be said that* the metaphors and similes 
employed naturally led»to the rule which has prevailed, 

c 

1 D, 8. 1. 14, pr. Cf. ElzeWr od., n. 68, *'Et sic jura . . . aoceasionas 
asse possunt corporum.” 

* “Cum fundus fundo servit.” D. 8. 4. 12. Cf. D. 8. 5. 20, § Ij p. 
41. 1. 20,1 1. 

* Jurisprudence, IT. p, 847 {3d csd.). 

* Cf. Windscheid, Pand., § 57, n. 10 (4ih ed.), p. 160. 
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and that, as this rule was just as good as any other, or at 
least was unobjectionable, it was drawn from the iigures 
of «peech without attracting attention, and before any one 
had seen that they were only figures, which proved noth¬ 
ing and justified no conclusion. 

As casements were said to belong to the dominant • es¬ 
tate^ it followed that whoever possessed the land had a 
right of the same degree over what was incidental to it. 
If the true meaning had been that a way or other ease¬ 
ment admits of possession, and is taken possession of with 
the land to which it runs, and that its enjoyment is pro¬ 
tected on the same grounds as possession in other cases, 
the thought could have been understood. But that was 
not the meaning of the Boman law, and, as has been 
shown, it is not the doctrine of ours. We must take 
it that easements have become an incident of land by an 
unconscious and unreasoned assumption that a piece of 
land can have rights. It need not be said that this is 
absurd, although the rules of law which are based upon 
it arc not so. 

Absurd or not, the similes as well as the principles, of 
the Roman law reappear in Bracton. He says, The servi¬ 
tude by which land is subjected to [other] land, is made on 
the likeness of that by which man is niado the slave of 
man.” ^ “ For rights belong to a ^free^ tenement, as well as 

tangible things. . , . TheV may be called rights or liber¬ 
ties with regard to the tenementsf to which they are owed, 
but servitudes with regard to the tenements by which 
they are owed. . . . One estate is free, the other sub¬ 
jected to slavery.” ^ ‘‘ [A servitude] may be called an ar¬ 

rangement by which house is subjected to house, farm to 

1 Fol. 10 6, § 3. * Fol. 220 6, § 1. 

25 
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farm, holding to holding.” ^ Ko passage has met my oy6 
in which Bracton expressly decides that an easement goes 
with the dominant estate upon a disseisin, but what< he 
says leaves little doubt that he followed the Roman law 
in this as in other things. 

The writ against a disseisor was for so much land and 
its appurtenances,” ^ wliich must mean that he who had the 
land even wrongfully had the appurtenances. So Bracton 
says an action is in rcni “ whether it is for the principed 
thing, or fora right which adheres to the thing, ... as 
when one sues for a right of way, . . . since rights of this 
sort are all incorporeal things, and are quasi possessed and 
reside in bodies, and cannot be got or kept without the 
bodies in which they inhere, nor in any way had without 
the bodies to which they bekng.”® And again, ** Since 
rights do not admit of delivery, but are transferred with 
the thing in which they arc, that is, the bodily thing, he 
to whom they arc transferred forthwith has a quasi pos¬ 
session of those rights as soon as he has the body in which 
they are.” * 

There is no doubt about the later law, as has been said 

at the outset. 

* 

We have thus traced two competing and mutually in¬ 
consistent principles into our law. On the one hand is 
the conception of succession or privity; on the other, that 
of rights inhering in a thing. * Bracton seems to have 
vacillated a little from a‘feeling of the possibility of con¬ 
flict between the two. The benefit of a warranty was 
confined to those who, by the act and consent of the 

> Fol. 221. * Fol. 219 a, ft. 

• FoL 102 a, ft. 

* Fol. 226 ft, § 13. All these passages assume that a right has hem 
acf^uired aud inheres in the land. 
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grantee, succeeded to his place. It did not pass to as¬ 
signs unless assigns were mentioned. Bracton supposes 
grants of easements with or without mention of assigns, 
which looks if he thought the difference might be ma¬ 
terial with regard to easements also. He further says, that 
if an easement be granted to A, his heirs and assigns, all 
sfl(^ by the form of the grant are allowed the use in suc- 
oession, and all others are wholly excluded.^ But he is 
not speaking of what the rights of a disseisor would be as 
against one not having a better title, and he immediately 
adds that they are rights over a corporeal object belonging 
to a corporeal object. 

Although it may be doubted whether the mention of 
assigns was ever necessary to attiich an easement to land, 
and although it is very certain that it did not remain so 
long, the diflBculty referred to grew greater as time went 
on. It would have been easily disposed of if the only 
rights which could be annexed to land were easements, 
such as a right of way. It then might have been said 
that these were certain limited interests in land, less 
than ownership in extent, but like it in kind, and there¬ 
fore properly transfeired by the same means that owner¬ 
ship was. A right of way, it might have been argued, is 
not to be approached from the point of view of contract. 
It doeSi not presuppose any promise on the part of the 
servient owner. His obligation, although more trouble¬ 
some to him than to others, is the same as that of every 
one else. It .is the purely negative duty not to obstruct 
or interfere with a right of property.* 

$ 

» Fol 53 a; cf. 5& 5, ctd fin.^ 242 b. 

* “Nihil priescnbitur nisi <iuod possidetur,” cited from Hale de Jut. 
Uaiis, p. 32, in Blundell v. CalteraU, 5 B. & Aid. 268, 277- 
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Bat although the test of rights going with the land ma; 
have been something of that nature, this will not help us 
to understand the cases without a good deal of exp|ar» 
nation. For such rights might exist to active services 
which had to be performed by the person who held the ser¬ 
vient estate. It strikes our ear strangely to hear a right 
to services from an individual called a right of property 
distinguished from contract. Still this will be found to 
have been the way in which such rights were regarded. 
Bracton argues that it is no wrong to the lord for the ten¬ 
ant to alienate land held by free and perfect gift, on the 
ground that the land is bound and chai:gcd with the ser¬ 
vices into whose hands soever it may come. The lord is 
said to have a fee in the homage and services ; and there¬ 
fore no entry upon the land which does not disturb them 
injures him.^ It is the tenement which imposes the obli¬ 
gation of homage,^ and the same thing is true of villein 
and other feudal services.® 

The law remained unchanged when feudal services took 
the form of rent.^ Even in our modem terms for years rent 
is still treated as something issuing out of the*leased prem¬ 
ises, so that to this day, although, if you hire a whole 
house and it bums down, you have to pay without abate¬ 
ment, because you have the land out of which the rent 
issues, yet if you only hire a suite of rooms and they are 

c ii 

burned, you pay rent no* longoi', because you no longer 
have the tenement out of which it comes.^ 

t 

* Bract., fol. 46 b; cf. 17 i, 18, 47 b, 48. 

a Fol, 81, 81 b, 79 b, 80 b. 

* Fol. 24 b, 26, 35 b, 36, 208 h, kc. Cf. F. K. B. 12S, £; lAVeley^ 
Propri4t4, 67, 68, 116. 

* Abbr. Plac. 110, rot. 22, Devon. (Hen. III.). 

* Rockwell V, HmfUier, .11 Met. (Mass.) 448. 
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It is obvious that the foregoing reasoning leads to the 
conclusion that a disseisor of the tenant would be bound 
as much as the tenant himself^ and this conclusion was 
a<!opted by the early law. The lord could require the ser¬ 
vices,^ or collect the rent ^ of any one who had the land, 
because, as was said in language very like Bracton’s, ** the 
charge of the rent goes with the land.” ® 

Then as to the right to the rent. Rent was treated in 
early law as a real right, of which a disseisin was possible, 
and for which a possessory action could be brought. If, 
as was veiy frequently the case, the leased land lay within 
a manor, the rent was parcel of the manor,* so that there 
was some ground for saying that one who was seised 
of the manor, that is, who possessed the lands occupied 
by the lord of the manor, ^and was recognized by the ten¬ 
ants as lord, had the rents as incident thereto. Thus 
Brian, Chief Justice of England under Henry VII., says, 

If I am disseised of a manor, and the tenants pay their 
rent to the disseisor, and then I re-enter, I shall not have 
the back rent of my tenants which they have paid to my 
disseisor, but the disseisor shall pay for all in trespass or 
assize.” ® Tliis opinion was evidently foimded on the no¬ 
tion that the rent was attached to the chief land like an 
easement. Sic fit ut deheantur rei a re.^ 

Different principles might have applied when the rent 
was not parcel of a manqr, and^as bnly part of the rever¬ 
sion ; that is, part of the landlord’s fee or estate out of 

1 Keilway, 130 b, pi. 104. 

* Keilway, 113 a, pi. 45 ; Dyer, 2 6. 

« Keilway, 113 a, pi. 45. Cf. Y. B. 33-86 Ed. I. 70; 46 Ed. III. 11,12. 
• * Litt. § 589. 

* Keilway, 2 pi. 2 ad fin, (12 Hen. VII.). But cf. Y. B. 6 Hen. VII. 
14, pi, 2 ad fin. 

* 4 Lafem^re, Hist, du Droit. Frari9. 442 ; Bracton. fol. 63 a. 
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which the lease was carved. If the lease and rent were 
merely mtemal divisions of that estate, the rent could not 
be claimed except by one who was privy to that estate. 
A disseisor would get a new and different fee, and woulid 
not have the estate of which the rent was part. And 

therefore it would seem that in such a case the tenant 

♦ 

could refuse to pay him rent, and that payment to him 
would be no defence against the true owner.^ Neverthe¬ 
less, if the tenant recognized him, the disseisor would be 
protected as against persons who could not show a better 
title.® Furthermore, the rent was so far annexed to the 
land that whoever came by the reversion lawfully could 
collect it, including the superior lord in case of escheat.® 
Yet escheat meant the extinction of the fee of which the 
lease and rent were parts, and although Bracton regarded 
the lord as coming in under the tenant’s title pro herede, in 
privity, it was soon correctly settled that he did not, but 
came in paramount. This instance, therefore, comes very 
near that of a disseisor. 

Services and rent, then, were, and to some extent are 
still, dealt with by the law from the point of view of prop¬ 
erty. They were things which could be owned and trans¬ 
ferred like other property. They could be possessed even 
by wrong, and possessory remedies were given for them. 

No such notion was applied to warranties, or to any 
right which was regarded^ wholly from the point of view 
of contract. And when jve turn to the history of those 
remedies for rent which sounded in contract, Are find that 
they were so regarded. The actions of debt and covenant 


1 Cf. Co. Lit. 822 h, ei $eq. ; Y. B. 6 Hen. VII. 14, pi. 2 a4^, 
* Daintry v. BroeikUhurstt .8 Exch. 207. 

» Y. B. 6 Hen. VII. 18, pi. 12. 
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could not be maintained without privity. In the ninth 
year of Henry VI.^ it was doubted whether an heir having 
the reversion by descent could have debt, and it was held 
thlit a grantee of the reversion, although^he had the rent, 
could not have that remedy for it. A few years later, 
it was decided that the heir could maintain debt,^ and 
in Henry VIL’s reign tlie remedy was extended to the 
devisee,® who, as has been remarked above, seemed more 
akin to the heir than a grantee, and was more easily 
likened to him. It was then logically necessary to give 
assigns the same action, and this followed.^ The privity 
of contract followed the estate, so that the assignee of the 
reversion could sue the person then liolding the term.® 
On like grounds he was afterwards allowed to maintain 
covenant,® But these actions have never lain for or against 
persons not privy in estate with tlic lessor and lessee re¬ 
spectively, because j)rivity to the c'ontract could never be 
worked out wdthout succession to the title,^ 

However, all these niceties had no application to the 
old freehold rents of the feudal period, because the con¬ 
tractual rempdies did not apply to them until the time of 
Queen Anne.® The freehold rent was just as much real 
estate as an acre of land, and it was sued for by the 
similar remedy of an assize, asking to be put back into 
possession. 

1 Y, B. 9 Hen. VI. 16, pi. 7.^ #• '* 

9 y. B. U Hen. VI. 26, pi. 77. 

• Y. B. 5 Hen. VI1. 18, pi. 12. * 

* Cf. Theloall, Dig. I. c. 21, pi. 9. 

* j^uskin V. Edmunds^ Cro, Eliz. 636. 

• Bcbrjter v. Bird^ T. Jones, 102 (30 Car. II.). 

• ^ Bolles V. Nysekam^ Dyer, 254 b ; Porter v. Swetmun^ Style, 406; 
8. c., ib. 431. 

8 8 Bl. Comm. 231, 232. 
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The allowance of contractual remedies shows that rent 
and feudal services of that nature, although dealt wil^h as 
things capable of possession, and looked at generally from 
the point of view»of property rather than of contract, ^t 
approacli much nearer to the nature of the latter than a 
mere duty not to interfere with a way. Other cases come 
nearer still. The sphere of prescription and custom jp 
imposing active duties is large in early law'. SometiiVies 
the duty is iucidcut to the ownership of certain land; 
sometimes the right is, and sometimes both are, as in the 
case of an easement. When the service was for the benefit 
of other land, the fact that the burden, in popular language, 
fell upon one parcel, was of itself a reason for the benefit 
attaching to the other. 

Instances of different kinds are these. A parson might 
be bound by custom to keep a bull and a boar for the use 
of his parish.^ A right could be attached to a manor by 
prescription to have a convent sing in the manor chapel.^ 
A right might be gained by like means to have certain 
land fenced by the owner of the neigliboriug lot.® Now, 
it may readily be conceded that even rights Uke the last 
two, when attached to land, were looked at as property, 
and were spoken of as the subject of grant.^ It may be 
conceded that, in many cases where the statement sounds 
strange to modem ears, the obligation w^as regarded as 
falling on the land alone^ and not on the person of the 

t 

1 Yielding r. Fay, Cro. Eliz. d'69. ^ 

2 PakenhanCa Oaae, Y. B. 42 Ed. III. 3, pi. 14 ; Prior of fYohum'sGaset 
22 Hen. VI. 46, pi. 36; TYilliams's Case, 5 Co. llep. 72 6, 73 a; Slipper v. 
Mason, Nelson’s Lutwycliu, 43, 4.5 (top). 

• P. N. B. 127; Nou'cf v. Smifh, Cm. Eliz. 709; Star v. 1 

Salk. 335, 336; Lnorrcnce v. Jenkhts, L. R. 8 Q. B. 274. 

* Dyer, 24 «, pi. 149 j F. N. B. 180 N. 
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tenant. And it may be conjectured that this view arose 
naturally and reasonably from there having been originally 
no remedy to compel performance of such services, except a 
dislress executed on the servient land.^ But any conjec¬ 
tured distinction between obligations for which the primi¬ 
tive remedy was distress alone, and others, if it ever existed, 
must soon have faded from view: and the line between 
those rights which can be deemed rights of property, and 
those which are mere contracts, is hard to sec, after the last 
examples. A covenant to repair is commonly supposed to 
be pure matter of contract. What is the difference be¬ 
tween a duty to repair, and a duty to fence ? The difficulty 
remains almost as great as ever of finding the dividing line 
between the comi>eting princij)les of transfer, — succession 

on the one side, and possession of dominant land on the 

« 

other. If a right in the nature of an easement could be 
attached to land by prescription, it could equally be at¬ 
tached by grant. If it went with the land in one case, 
even into the hands of a disseisor, it must have gone with 
it in the other. No satisfactory distinction could be based 
on the mode jof acquisition,^ nor was any attempted. As 
the right was not confined to assigns, there was no need 
of mentioning assigns.® In modern times, at least, if not in 
early law, such rights can be created by covenant as well 

1 F. N. B. 128 D, E ; Co. Lit. 96 b. Il»s asjamed that, when an obli¬ 
gation is spoken of as falling upon the land, it is understood to be only a 
figure of speech. Of course rights and obligations are confined to huroon 
bdngs. * 

* Keilway, 146 6, 146, pi. 15 ; Sir Henry NevU's Case, Plowd. 377, 381; 
OkudUigfCs Case, 1 Co. Rep. 119 ft, 122 ft. 

»* F. N. B. 180 N; Co. Lit. 385 a; Spencer's Case-y 5 Co. Rep. 16 a, 176; 
Pakeriham's Case, Y. B. 42 Ed. III. 3, pi. 14 ; Keilway, 145 6, 146, pi. 16 ^ 
Comyns’s Digest, Covenant (B, 3). 
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as by grant.^ And^ on the other hand, it is ancient law 
that an action of covenant may be maintained upon an in'* 
stmment of grant.^ The result of all this was that not 
only a right created by covenant, but the action of cdve- 
nant itself, might in such cases go to assigns, although not 
mentioned, at a time when such mention was essential to 
give them the benefit of a warranty. Logically, th|^ 
premises led one step farther, and not only assigns^ not 
named, but disseisors, should have been allowed to main* 
tain their action on the contract, as they had the right 
arising out of it. Indeed, if the plaintiff had a right 
which when obtained by grant would have entitled him 
to covenant, it was open to argument that he should be 
allowed the same action when^he had the right by pre¬ 
scription, although, as has been seen in the case of rent, it 
did not follow in practice from'a man’s having a right that 
he had the contractual remedies for it.® Covenant required 
a specialty, but prescription was said to be a sufficiently 
good specialty.* Where, then, was the line to be drawn 
between covenants that devolved only to successors, and 
those that went with the land ? « 

The difficulty becomes more striking upon further ex¬ 
amination of the early law. For side by side with the 
personal warranty which has been discussed hitherto, 
there was another warranty which has not yet been men- 

' •• 

1 Bolma V. Seller, 3 Lev. 305 ; Bowbotham v. Wilam, 8 H. L. C. S48; 
Brmson, v. CoJ^% 108 Mass. 17$, 160. Ct Bro. Cownmi, pi. 2. 

« Y. B. 21 Ed. III. 2, pi. 6; F. N. B. 180 N. ‘ 

* The action is case in the Prior of JVobum's Cam^ Y. B. 22 Hen. VI. 46, 
pL 86. In F. K. B. 128 £, n. (a), it is said that a ewria elcmden4a onlj 
lay npem a prescriptive right, and that if the duty to fence was indenting 
the plaintiff was pat to his writ of covenant. Bat see below, pp. 396, 400. 

• Y. B. 82 a 38 Ed. I. 430. 
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tioned> by which particular land alone was bound.^ The 
personal waaranty bound only the warrantor and his heirs. 
As was said in a Case of the time of Edward L, “ no one 
can* bind assigns to warranty, since warranty always ex¬ 
tends to heirs who claim by succession and not by assign¬ 
ment.”® But when particular land was bound, the warranty 
went with it, even into the hands of the King, because, as 
Braclon says, the thing goes with its burden to every one.® 
Fleta writes that every possessor will be held,^ There 
cannot be a doubt that a disseisor would have been bound 
equally with one whose possession was lawful. 

We are now ready for a case ^ decided under Edward 
III., which has been discussed from the time of Fitzherbert 
and Coke down to Lord St. Leonards and Mr. Rawle, 
which is still law, and is said to remain still unexplained.® 
It shows the judges hesitaling between the two concep¬ 
tions to which this Lecture has been devoted. If they are 
understood, I think the explanation will be clear. 

Pafcenham brought covenant iis heir of the covenantee 
against a prior, for breach of a covenant made by the de¬ 
fendant’s predecessor with the plaintiff ’s great-grandfather, 
that the prior and convent should sing every week in a 
chapel in his manor, for him and his servants.. The de¬ 
fendant first pleaded that the plaintiff and his servants 
were not dwelling within the manor; but, not daring to 

1 y, B. 20 Ed. I. 360. 

* Y. B. 32 & 33 Ed. I. 616. 

i **Qula res enm homine [obviously a misprint for onere\ transit ad 
<]tiemcunqtie.*’ Fol. 382, 382 b, 

4 Lib. VI. c. 23, § 17. 

, ® s Clcwe, Y. B. 42 Ed. III. 3, pi. 14. 

« Sugd. V. & P. (14th ed.), 687 ; Kawle, Covenants for Title (4th ed.), 
p. 814. Cf. Vyvyan v. Arthwr, 1 B. & C. 410 ; Sharp v. Waterknu^f, 7 
EL a Bl. 816, 823. 
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rest his case on that^ he pleaded that the plaintifF was not 
heir, but that his elder brother was. The plaintiff replied 
that he was tenant of the manor, and that his great^rand< 
father enfeoffed a stranger, who enfeoffed the plaintiff and 
his wife; and that thus the plaintiff was tenant of the 
manor by purchase, and privy to the ancestor; and also 
that the services had been rendered for a time whereof 
the memory was not. 

It is evident from these pleadings that assigns were not 
mentioned in the covenant, and so it has always been 
taken.^ It also appears that the plaintiff was trying to 
stand on two grounds; first,' privity, as descendant and 
assign of the covenantee; second, that the service was 
attached to the manor by covenant or by prescription, and 
that he could maintain covenant as tenant of the manor, 
from whichever source the duty arose. 

Finchden, 'J. puts the case of parceners making parti¬ 
tion, and one covenanting with the other to acquit of suit 
A purchaser has the advantage of the covenant. Belknap, 
for the defendants, agrees, but distinguishes. In that case 
the acquittance falls on the land, and not on the person.^ 
(That is to say, such obligations follow the analogy of ease¬ 
ments, and, as the burden falls on the quasi servient 
estate, the benefit goes with the dominant land to assigns, 
whether mentioned or qot, and they are not considered from 
the point of view o'l ccAitract qt all. Warranty, on the 
other hand, is a contract, pure and simple, and lies in the 
blood, — falls on the person, not on the land.®) 

Finchden : a fortiori in this case; for there the actipn 

« 

1 Co. Lit. 385 a. 

3 Cf. Finchden as to rent in Y. R 45 Ed. Ill. 11, 12. 

» Cf, Y. B. 60 Ed. III. 12, 13, pi. 2. 
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wias maintained because the plaintiff was tenant of the 
land from which the suit was due, and here he is tenant 
of fjic manor where the chapel is. 

Wichingham, J.: If the king grants warren to another 
who is tenant of the manor, he shall have warren, &c.; 
but the warren will not pass by the grant [of the* manor], 
bech^se the warren is not appendant to the manor. No 
more does it seem the services are here appendant to the 
manor. 

Thorpe, C. J., to Belknap: “ There are some covenants 
on which no one shall have an action, but the party to the 
covenant, or his heir, and some covenants have inherit¬ 
ance in the land, so that whoever has the land by alien¬ 
ation, or in other manner^ shall have action of covenant; 
[or, as it is stated in Fitzhe^bert’s Abridgment,^ the inhab¬ 
itants of the land as well as every one who has the land^ 
shidl have the covenant;] and when you say he is not 
heir, he is privy of bloody and may be heir: ^ and also he 
is tenant of the land, and it is a thing which is annexed to 
the chapel, which is in the manor, and so annexed to the 
manor, and so he has said that the services have been ren- 
dered for all time whereof there is memory, whence it is 
right this action should bo maintained.” Belknap denied 
that the plaintiff counted on such a prescription; but 
Thorpe said he did, and we bear recoi;d of it, and the case 
was adjourned.® • ** 

It will be seen that the discussion followed the lines 
marked out by the pleading. One judge thought that 

• > CwenafU, pi, 17. 

^ There is a colon here in both editions of the Year Books, marldiig dM 
beginning of a new argument. 

* Pakenhatn’s Case, Y. B. 42 Kd. III. 3, pi. 14. 
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the plaintiff was ^ entitled to recover as tenant of Hie 
manor. The other puisne doubted, but agreed that the 
case must be discussed on the analogy of easements. * The 
Chief Justice, after suggesting the possibility of sufficient 
privity on the ground that the plaintiff was privy in blood 
and might be heir, turns to the other argument as more 
promising, and evidently founds his opinion upon it.^ It 
would almost seem that he considered a prescriptive right 
enough to support the action, and it is pretty clear that he 
thought that a disseisor would have had the same rights, 
as the plaintiff. 

In the reign of Henry IV., another case ® arose upon a 
covenant very like the last. But this time the fects were 
reversed. The plaintiff counted as heir, but did not allege 
that he was tenant of the .manor. The defendant, not 
denying the plaintiff's descent, pleaded in substance that 
he was not tenant of the manor in his own right. Tlie 
question raised by the pleadings, therefore, was whether the 
heir of the covenantee could sue without being tenant of 
the manor. If the covenant was to be approached from 
the side of contract, the heir was party to it as represent¬ 
ing the covenantee. If, on the other hand, it was treated 
as amounting to the grant of a service like an easement, it 
would naturally go with the manor if made to the lord of 
the manor. It scepis to have been thought that such a 
covenant might go either way, According as it was made to 
the tenant of the manor or to a stranger, ^arkham, one 
of the judges, says: In a writ of covenant one must be 
privy to the covenant if he would have a writ of covenant 
or aid by the covenant. But, peradventure, if the co^e- 

^ Bro. Covftnant, pi. 5. Cf. Science/a Caae^ 6 Co. Kep. ISiB, 17 IS a* 

2 Rvrm'a Oa/u’^ Y. B. 2 Hon. IV. 6, pi. 25. 
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iiant had been made with the lord of the manor, who had 
inheritance in the manor, ou issint come determination 
poi^eBtre/aitf it would be otherwise,” which was admitted.^ 
It was assumed that the covenant was not so made as to 
attach to the manor, and the court, observing that the 
service was rather spiritual than temporal, were inclined 
to*think that the heir could sue.* The defendant accord- 
ingly pleaded over and set up a release. It will be seen 
how fully this agrees with the former case. 

The distinction taken by Markiiam is stated very clearly 
in a case reported by Lord Coke. In the argument of 
Chudleigfia Case the line is drawn thus: ** Always, the 
warranty as to voucher requires privity of estate to which 
it was annexed,” (i. e. succession to the original cove¬ 
nantee,) ** and the same law of a use. . . . But of things 
annexed to land, it is otherwise, as of commons, advow- 
sons, and the like appendants or appurtenances. ... So 
a disseisor, abator, intruder, or the lord by escheat, &c., 
shall have them as things annexed to the land. So note 
a diversity between a use or warranty, and the like things 
annexed to the estate of the land in piivity, and commons, 
advowsons, and other hereditaments annexed to the pos¬ 
session of the land.” ® And this, it seems to me, is the 
nearest approach which Inis ever been made to the truth. 

Coke, in his Commentary on LitUeton (385 a), takes a 
distinction between a waftranty, which binds the party to 
yield lands jn recompense, and covenant annexed to the 
land, which is to yield but damages. If Lord Coke had 

• * *‘Quod conceditur.” Cf. Spencer's Gase^ 6 Co. Rep. 16 a, 18 a. 

* It was quite possible that two liabilities should exist side by aida 
Bro, Cimnmlt pi. 32; Srdi v. Cwmherla'nd^ Ci*o. Jac. 621, 628. 

• 1 Co. Bepi 122 h j s. o,, n(»n. DiUon v. Fraine, Popham, 70, 71. 
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meant to distinguish between warranties and all covenants 
which in our loose modem sense are said to mn with the 
land, this statement would be less satisfactoiy than the pre¬ 
ceding. 

A warranty was a covenant which sometimes yielded 
but damages, and a covenant in the old law sometimes 
yielded land. In looking at the early cases we ar«3‘re¬ 
minded of the still earlier German procedure, in which it 
did not matter whether the plaintiff’s claim was founded 
on a right of property in a thing, or simply on a contract 
for it.^ Covenant was brought for a freehold under Ed¬ 
ward I.,* and under Edward 111. it seems that a mill could 
be abated by the same action, when maintained contrary to 
an easement created by covenant.^ But Lord Coke did 
not mean to lay down any sweeping doctrine, for his con¬ 
clusion is, that a covenant is in many cases extended fur¬ 
ther than the warrantie.” Furthermore, this statement, as 
Lord Coke meant it, is perfectly consistent with the other 
and more important distinction between warranties and 
rights in the nature of easements or covenants creating 
such rights. For Lord Coke's examples are conhned to 
covenants of the latter sort, being in fact only the cases 
just stated from the Year Books. 

Later writers, however, have wholly forgotten the dis¬ 
tinction in question,,, and accordingly it has failed to settle 
the disputed line between conflicting i)rinciplcs. Covenants 
which started from the *analogy of warranties, and others 
to which was applied the language and reasoning of ease¬ 
ments, have been confounded together under the tiUe of 

^ Essays in Ang. Sox. Law, 248. 

a Y. B. 22 Ed. I. 494, 496. 

A ' 
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covendititd running with the land. The phrase ** running 
with the land ” is only appropriate to covenants which pass 
like easements. But we can easily see how it came to be 
used more loosely. 

It has already been shown that covenants for title, like 
warranties, went only to successors of the original cove¬ 
nantee. The technical expression for the rule was that 
they were annexed to the estate in privity. Nothing was 
easier than to overlook the technical use of the word “ es¬ 
tate,” and to say that such covenants went with the land. 
This was done, and forthwith all distinctions became doubt¬ 
ful. It probably had been necessaiy to mention assigns in 
covenants for title, as it certainly had been to give them the 
benefit of the ancient warranty; ^ for this seems to have 
been the formal mark of those covenants which passed 
only to privies. But it was not necessary to mention as¬ 
signs in order to attach easements and the like to land. 
Why should it be necessary for one covenant running with 
the land more than another ? and if necessary for one, why 
not for all ? ® The necessity of such mention in modem 
times has bben supposed to be governed by a fanciful 
rule of Lord Coke’s.® On the other hand, the question is 
raised whether covenants which should pass irrespective 
of privity are not governed by the same rule which governs 
warranties. 

These questions have iiot losr their importance. Cove¬ 
nants for title are in every deed, and other covenants are 

1 Bract., fol. 17 6, 37 &; Fleta, III. c. 14, § 6 ; 1 Britton (Nich.), 228, 
238, 244, 265, 312; Abbrev. Plac, p. 308, coL 2, Dunelm, rot 43 (38 
•Ed. 1.); Y. B. 20 Ed. I. 232; Co. Lit. 884 6. 

* ffyde V. Dean of Windsor, Cro. Eliz. 562. 

^ Spswuer's Case, 6 Co, Rep. 16 a. Cf. Afinshill v. Oakstp 2 H. & N. 798i| 
807. ' 


26 
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only less common, which, it remains to show, belong to 
the other class. 

Chief among these is the covenant to repair. It 
already been observed that an easement of fencing may be 
annexed to land, and it was then asked what was the dif¬ 
ference in kind between a right to have another person 
build such structures, and a right to have him repair stme- 
tures already built. Evidence is not wanting to show that 
the likeness was perceived. Only, as such covenants are 
rarely, if ever, made, except in leases, there is always 
privity to the original parties. For the lease could not, 
and the reversion would not be likely to, go by disseisin. 

The Dean of Windsors Case decides that such a cove¬ 
nant binds an assignee of tlic term, although not named. 
It is reported in two books of the highest authority, one 
of the reporters being Lord Coke, the other Croke, who 
was also a judge. Croke gives the reason thus: “ For a 
covenant which runs and rests with the land lies for or 
against the assignee at the common law, quia transit terra 
cum (mere, although the assignees be not named in the 
covenant.’' ^ This is the reason which governed easements, 
and the very phrase which w^as used to account for all 
possessors being bound by a covenant binding a parcel 
of land to warranty. Coke says, ‘^For such covenant 
which extends to the support of the thing demised is qu(h 
dammodo appurtenant to K, and goes with it.” Again the 
language of easements. And to make this plainer, if need 
be, it is added, “ If a man grants to one estovers to repwr 
his house, it is appurtenant to his house.” ^ Estovers for 

^ Hyde v. Dean of Windsor, Cro. EUz. 562, 658; s. c., ib. 467. 
Bally V. Wells, 8 Wilson, 25, 2&. 

* Dean of Windsor's (Jose, 5 Co. Kep. 24 a ; s. c., Moore, 399. Of. Bro. 
Covenant, pi. 32. Cf. further, Conan v. Kemise, W. Jones, 246 (7 Car. I.). 
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r^Mur went with the land, like other rights of common,^ 
which, as Lord Coke has told us, passed even to dis- 
sejsorg. 

In the next reign the converse proposition was decided, 
that an assignee of *the reversion was entitled in like man¬ 
ner to the benefit of the covenant, because it is a cove- 
nflut which runs with the land.”^ The same law was 
applied, with still clearer reason, to a covcmaiit to leave 
fifteen acres unploughed for pasture, which was held to 
bind an assignee not named,^ and, it would seem, to a 
covenant to keep land properly manured.'* 

If the analogy which led to this class of decisions were 
followed out, a disseisor could sue or be sued upon such 
covenants, if the other facts were of such a kind as to raise 
the question. There is ivothing but the novelty of the 
proposition which need prevent its being accepted. It has 
been mentioned above, tliat words of covenant may annex 
an easement to land, and that words of grant may import 
a covenant. It would be rather narrow to give a disseisor 
one remedy, and deny him another, where the right was 
one, and tfie same words made both the grant and the 
covenant.^ 

The language commonly used, however, throws doubt 
and darkness over this and every other question connected 
with the subject. It is a consequence, already referred to, 
of confounding covenants for title, and the class last dis- 


1 F. N. B. 181 N ; Sir Henry NeviVa Case, Plowden, 377, 381. 

* Ewre y. Strickland^ Cro. Jac. 240. Cf. Brett v. Gmiberlandt 1 RolL 
E. 859, 360 **al comen ley”; s. c., Cro. Jac. 399, 521. 

• * Ooekson v. Cock, Cro. Jac. 125. 

^ SaU V. Kitchingham, 10 Mod. 158 (E. 12 Anne). 

* Supra, pp. 3.96, 398, 400, Cf., liow.ever, Lord Wensleydalo, in Bow 
bdttham v. WiUton, 8 H. L. C. 848, 362, and see above, p. 891, aa to real*. 
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cuased, under the name of covenants running with the hmd. 
According to the general opinion there must be a privity 
of estate between the covenantor and covenantee in t|ie 
latter class of cases in order to bind the assigns of the 
covenantor. Some have supposed thi^ privity to be ten¬ 
ure; some, an interest of the covenantee in the land of 
the covenantor; and so on.^ The first notion is false, the 
second misleading, and the proposition to which they are 
applied is unfounded. Privity of estate, as used in con¬ 
nection with covenants at common law, does not mean 
tenure or easement; it means succession to a title.® It is 
never necessary between covenantor and covenantee, or any 
other persons, except between the present owner and the 
original covenantee. And on principle it is only necessary 
between them in those cases — such as warranties, and 
probably covenants for title — where, the covenants being 
regarded wholly from the side of contract, the benefit goes 
by way of succession, and not with the land. 

If now it should be again asked, at the end of this long 
discussion, where the line is to be drawn between these 
two classes of covenants, the answer is necessarily vague 
in view of the authorities. The following propositions 
may be of some service. 

A. With regard to covenants which go with the land: — 

(1.) Where either by tradition or good sense the burden 
of the obligation would tie said, *slliptically, io fidl on the 
land of the covenantor, the creation of such a burden 

I 

is in theory a grant or transfer of a partial interest in 

^ 4 Kent (12th ed.), 480, n. 1. 

^ It is used in a somewhat different sense in describing the relation be-* 
tween a tenant for life or years and reversioner. Privity between t hean 
follows as an accidental consequence of their being as one tenant, ai^ 
sustaining a single persona between them. 
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that land to the covenantee. As the right of property so 
created can be asserted against every possessor of the 
land, it would not be extravagant or absurd to allow it to 
6e asserted by the action of covenant. 

(2.) Where such a right is granted to the owner of a 
neighboring piece of land for the benefit of that land, the 
sight will be attached to the land, and go with it into all 
hands. The action of covenant would be allowed to as¬ 
signs not named, and it would not be absurd to give it to 
disseisors. 

(3.) There is one case of a service, the burden of which 
does not fall upon land even in theory, but the benefit of 
which might go at common law with land which it ben¬ 
efited. This is the case of singing and the like by a con¬ 
vent. It will be observed that the service, although not 
falling on land, is to be performed by a corporation per¬ 
manently seated in the neighborhood. Similar cases are 
not likely to arise now. 

B. With regard to covenants which go only with the 
estate in the land: — 

In general the benefit of covenants which cannot be 
likened to grants, and the burden of which does not 
fall on land, is confined to the covenantee and those 
who sustain his persona, namely, his executor or heir. 
In certain cases, of which the original and type was the 
ancient warranty, and ot which^he ‘modem covenants for 
title are present examples, th^ sphere of succession was 
enlarged b^ the mention of assigns, and assigns are still 
allowed to represent the original covenantee for the pur- 
•pos^ of that contract. But it is only by way of succession 
that any other person than the party to the contract can 
sue upon it. Hence the plaintiff must always be privy in 
estate with the covenantee. 
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C. It is impossible, however, to tell by genera! reasoh'' 
ing what rights will be held in English law to belong to 
the former class, or where the line will be drawn between 
the two. The authorities must be consulted as an arbi> 
trary fact. Although it might sometimes seem that the 
test of the first was whether the service was of a nature 
capable of grant, so that if it rested purely in covenant it 
would not follow the land,' yet if this test were accepted, 
it has already been shown that, apart from tradition, some 
services which do follow the land could only be matter of 
covenant. The grant of light and air, a well-established 
easement, is called a covenant not to build on the servient 
land to the injury of the light, by Baron Parke.^ And al¬ 
though this might be doubted,^ it has been seen that at 
least one well-established easeipcnt, that of fencing, can¬ 
not be considered as a right granted out of the servient 
land with any more propriety than a hundred other ser¬ 
vices which would be only matter of contract if the law 
allowed them to be annexed to land in like manner. The 
duty to repair exists only by way of covenant, yet the 
reasoning of the leading cases is drawn from’ the law of 
easement. On the other hand, a covenant by a lessee 
to build a wall upon the leased premises was* held, in 
Spencer's Case, not to bind assigns unless mentioned;* 
but Lord Coke says that it would have bound them if it 
had purported to. The analogy^of warranty makes its 
appearance, and throws a doubt on the fundamental prin¬ 
ciple of the case. We can only say that the applicataon 

^ Bowbotharn y. Wilson^ 8 H. L. C. 848, 382 (Lord Wensleydale). 

* Harbidge v. Warwick, 8 Exch. 562, 666. 

* Bowbotharn v. Wilson, 8 £1. & Bl. r28| 143, 144, 

* 6 Co. Rep. 16, a. 
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of the law is limited by custom, and by the rale that new 
and unusual l)urdens cannot be imposed on land. 

The general object of this Lecture is to discover the 

<0 

theory on which a man is allowed to enjoy a special right 
when the facts out of which the right arises are not true 
of him. The transfer of casements presented itself as one 
case to be explained, and that has now been analyzed, and 
its influence on the law has been traced. But the prin¬ 
ciple of such transfers is clearly anomalous, and does not 
affect the general doctrine of the law. The general doc¬ 
trine is that which has been seen exemplified in prescrip¬ 
tion, warranty, and such covenants as ft>llowed the analogy 
of warranty. Another illustration which has not yet been 
mentioned is to be found in the law of uses. 

In old times a use was a chose in action, — that is, 
was considered very nearly from the point of view of con¬ 
tract, and it had a similar history to that which has been 
traced in other cases. At first it was doubted whether 
proof of such a secret trust ought to be allowed, even as 
against the heir.^ It was allowed, however, in the end,* 
and then thfe principle of succession was extended to the 
assign. But it never went further. Only those who were 
privies in estate with the original feoffee to uses, were 
bound by the use. A disseisor was no more bound by 
the confidence reposed in his disseisee, than he was enti¬ 
tled to vouch his disseisee’s warrantor. In the time of 
Henry VIII. it was said that ‘‘ where a use shall be, it is 
requisite that there be two things, sc. confidence, and 
privity: ... as I say, if there be not privity or confi- 

1 Y. B. 8 Ed. IV. 6, 6, pi. 1; 22 Ed. IV. 6, pi. 18. Cf. 5 Ed. IV. 7, 
pi. 16. 

* Cf. Kdlway, 42 466; 2 Bl. Comm. 829, 
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dence, then there can be no use: and hence if the feof¬ 
fees make a feoffment to one who has notice of the use^ 
now the law will adjudge him seised to the first use, since 
there is sufficient privity between the first feoffor and him, 
for if he [i. e. the first feoffor] had warranted he [the last 
feoffee] should vouch as assign, which proven privity ; and 
he is in in the per by the feoffees; but where one comes 
into the land in the post, as the lord by escheat or the 
disseisor, then the use is altered and changed, because 
privity is wanting.” ^ 

To this day it is said that a trust is annexed in privity 
to the person and to the estate^ (which means to the per¬ 
sona). It is not regarded as issuing out of the land like a 
rent, so that while a rent binds every one who has the 
land, no matter how, a disseisor is not bound ]3y the trust.^ 
The case of the lord taking by escheat has been doubted,^ 
and it will be remembered that there is a difference be¬ 
tween Bracton and later authors as to whether he, comes 
in as quasi heres or as a stranger. 

Then as to the benefit of the use. We are told that 
the right to sue the subpoena descended indeed to the heir, 
on the ground of heres eadem persona cum antecessore, 
but that it was not assets.® The cestui que use was given 
power to sell by an early statute.® But with regard to 
trusts, Lord Coke tells us that in the reign of Queen Eliza- 

1 Y. B. 14 Hen. VIII. S', pi- S. Cf. ChidUigKs Case, 1 Co. Eep. 120a, 
122 6/ 8. c., nom. v. Fraine, Popham, 70-72. 

® Lewin, Trusts, Ch. I. (7th ed.), pp. 16, 15. • 

• 4 Inst 85 ; Gilb. Uses (Sugd.), 429, n. (6); Lewin, Trusts (7th od.), 
pp. 15, 228. 

^ Burgess v. WJuate, 1 Eden, 177, 203, 246. , 

• Lewin, Trusts, Introd. (7th ed.), p. 3. 

• 1 Rich. III. c. 1. Cf, Bex v. Holland, Aleyn,. 14, Maynard’s aig.; 
Bro. FwJSfetMsds al Uses, pi. 44; Qilb. Uses, 26* (Sagd> ed., 60). 
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both all the ju^es in England held that a trust could not 
be assigned, because it was a matter in privity between 
tiiem, and was in the nature of a cimse in actum." ^ Uses 
and trusts were both devisable, however, from an early 
day,* and now trusts are as alienable as any form of 
property. 

, The history of early law everywhere shows that the 
difficulty of transferring a mere right was greatly felt 
when the situation of fact from which it sprung could not 
also be transferred. Analysis shows that the difficulty is 
real The fiction which made such a transfer conceivable 
has now been explained, and its history has been followed 
until it has been seen to become a general mode of thought. 
It is now a matter of course that the buyer stands in tlie 
shoes of the seller, or, in the language of an old law-book,* 

* f 

that “ the assign is in a manner quasi successor to his as¬ 
signor.” Whatever peculiarities of our law rest on that 
assumption may now be understood. 

^ 4th Inst. 85; h. c., Dyer, 369, pi. 50; Jenk. Cent. 6, c. 80. Cf. GilU 
Uses, 198* (Sugd. ed. 399). 

* Gilb. Usesj 85* (Sugd. ed. 70). 

^ Theloall’s Dig., 1.16, pi. 1. 
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Abduction, 58. 

Acceptance and delivery, 233. 

of an offer, 303. 

Accessio, 364, 365. 

Accident, 
what is, 94. 

said to be no defence, 82-88 ; 
comtra^ 89-107. 

Acquisition, original, 245. ^ 

Act 

criminal, 64-69, 66-72, 75,131. 
in civil liability, 91, 131, 162. 
said to be at a man’s peril, 82-88; 

contra, 89-107. 
of God, 201, 202. 

Action, 

liability to an, a sanction, 82 ; 

con^m, 148, 149. 
rights of, weht to the heir, 348. 
Ad&mamire, 357. 

Administrators, 344. 

Admiralty, 

personification of ship, 26-33. 
procedure in rem^ 245. 

Agency, 

developed from law of slaves, 16, 

228- 232. 

Agent, * 

principal liable for torts of, 16, 

229- 231. , 

principal and, but one j>ersoR>a, 
232. 

false representation by, 231. 
contract by, 229. 

* to hold possession, 232 
Alienation, growth of freedom of, 
355-368. 

Allegiance, due to lord of chief es¬ 
tate, 851. 


Anglo-Saxon law, 

as to damage by slaves and ani¬ 
mals, 18, 19. 
as to bailment, 165—167. 
as to alienation, 355-360. 
as to warranty, 372, 373. 
Animals, 

procedure against, 7-10, 15, 17- 

21 . 

liability for damage by, 15-24, 
116-119, 154-157. 
possession of wild, 212, 217. 

(See Cattle.) 

Animus doiuini, 218-222. 

(See Trespass and Indictment.) 
Appropriation and delivery, 233. 
Arson, 64, 65. 

Assault. (See Trespass.) 

(^led quad heir, 373, 376, 377. 
quasi successor, 409. 
when entitled to benefit of war¬ 
ranty, 373-377, 387. 
when entitled to benefit of cov¬ 
enants, 378, 379, 401-405. 
lights* of, as to easements, 387, 
401. 

had debt and covenant for rent, 
• 391. 

when bound by warranty, 395. 
bound by a use, 407. 

Assignment of a leasehold, 293. 
Assize, 

functions of, 102, 114. 
for rent, 240. 

Assumpsit, 

in tort, 81,183, 275-286. 
in bailment, 183, 185, 196, 288, 
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Assumpsit, (cont'd) 

ana contract, 197, 285-287. 
omission after an, 277-285. 
history of, as an action of con¬ 
tract, 274-288, 290, 296. 

Attempts, 

criminal, 65-70. 
and larceny, 72. 
and burglary, 74. 

Austin, 

as to the maxim ignorarUia juris, 

48. 

as to unintentional wrongs, 81, 
82. 

as to sanction, 82. 

as to blameworthiness, 82, 107. 

as to easements, 383, 384. 

Average man the standard of con¬ 
duct, 49-51, 108-111, 162. 

Bail, 249, 250. 

Bailee has true possession, 174, 175, 

221 . 

has possessory remedies, 165-175, 

211 . 

special promise by, 185, 186. 
breaking bulk, 176, 224. 
property laid in, in larceny, 
243. 

liability of, 167, 176-204, 243, 
288. 

wrongful transfer by, 167, 169. 
gratuitous, 173, 179, 195. 
two sets of duties of, 185. 

Bailment, 

German theories of, 168. 

German origin of our law of, 167, 
175, 176, 180. 

assumpsit in, 183, 185, 195, 288. 
consideration in the law of, 181, 
185, 186, 196, 197. 
common calling in, 183-198. 
gratuitous, 173, 179, 1^5. 
special, 176. • ^ 

(See Pledge.) 

Bailor has not possession, 174„175, 
but see 224. 

possessory remedies by, 165-169, 
171-175,180. 

Bankruptcy in Roman law, 361. 

Becj[ues1^ 

residuary, not specific, 344. 

Bilateral contracts, 287, 304, 335, 
337. 

(See Contracts.) 


Blameworthiness in criminal Habile 
ity, 45, 49«-51, 55, 56, 76. 
Ausnn’s view of, 82, 107. 
in civil Uability, 92-119,123-125, 
137, 144-150, 155, 162. . 
Blood feud, 3. 

Bona fide purchasers from bailee, 169. 
Breach of contract, 

special damages for, 301. 

Bruns, 

his theory of possession, 207,211. 
Bulk, « 

bailees breaking, 176, 224. 

Burden of proof of negligence, 106, 
114. 

Burglary, 74. 

Burnt Isjal, 
story of, 359. 

Buyer in seller’s shoes, 353-355, 363- 
366, 368, 373. 

Calling, 

common, 183-198, 203. 

Capture, 

possession by, 212, 217. 
title by, 354. 

Care, 

burden of proof of, 106. 
standard of. 111, 112. 

Carriers, 

breaking bulk, 176, 224. 
liability of, 180-205. 
the custom of the realm, 187,190, 
192. 

said to be a servant, 283. 

Case, 

action on the, 80, 81,87, 274, 275. 
against a bailee, 183, 184, 190. 
common calling in, 184. 
for negligence after an undertak- 
ing, gave rise to an action of 
contract, 277-285. 

(See Assumpsit.) 

Cajtle, 

recovery of stolen, 166. 
owner answerable for, 10, 116- 
119, 156. « 

and consideration, 258, 286. 
Clause, 

probable, in malicious prosoo» 
tion, 140, 141. 

Chattels, 350. 

Charters, 

proof by, 271-273. 
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Choioe> 

necessaiy to liability, 54, 55, 94, 
144, 154, 167-160, 163. 
freedom of, restraiued, 220. 
Codification, 37. 

Coliiaion, 27. 

Conimodatum, 175. 

Common. (Sm Calling, Canier.) 
Comninnication, 

privileged, 138, 189. 
Compensation, 

criminal law, 14, 40, 41. 
Composition, 3. 

Condition, 

and consideration, 292. 
analysis of, 315-339. 
definition of, 318. 
precedent, 316, 817. 
subsequent, 316, 317. 
effect of, 319-321. 
how created, 322. 
by construction, 822. 
in unilateral contracts, 327. 
in bilateral contmcts, 836-387. 
need not be a future event, 329. 
truth of description is a, 329. 
when ])erformance is a, 333, 334. 
when giving of security is a, 837. 
tests of its existence, 334-338. 
Conduct, 

what is dangerous, 158. 
average man the standard of, 49- 
61, 108-111, 182. 
Consequences, 

foresight of, 53-60, 64, 66, 76, 
92-95, 103, 110,180, 133, 146, 
147, 161. 

of contract, 802, 317. 
Consideration, 

implication or presumption of, 134 
in bailment, 181, 185, 186, 196, 
197. 

in debt and assumpsit, 285-287. 
and eautta^ 253, 286. ^ 

history of, 253-271, 284-287. 
in sealed instruments, 134, 254. 
258, 278. » 

detriment as a, 268, 271, 287, 
290-292. 

when sufficiency of is determined, 
, 291, 

condition and, 292. 
and motive, 293, 294. 
executed, 286, 296-297. 
in bUateral contracts, 304. 


' !onspiracy, 141, J43. 
bnstruetion, 
of deeds and wills, 126. 
office of, 802, 303. 
conditions by, 322. 

!3ontra pacem, 84, 101. 

Contract, 

breach of, and tort, 18, 14. 
breach of, made criminal, 40, 41. 
discharged by act of God, 207. 
in bailment, 185, 288. 
early forms of, 248-250,269, 260, 
871. 

real, 266. 

debts, simple, 258. 
under seal, 134, 254, 258, 273. 
seal once necessary, 280, 
assumpsit and, 197, 286-287. 
denotes a consequence, and con¬ 
notes facts, 215. 
bilateral, 287, 304, 335, 387. 
elements of, 289-307. 
not a servitude ad hoc, 300. 
special damages in, 301. 
construction in, 302, 303. 
knowledge of facts in, 304. 
mistake in, 308-312, 328. 
fraud in, 811, 815, 323-328. 
void, 308-316. 
voidable, 315-339. 
consequences of, 302, 317. 
by letter, 305-307. 
repugnancy in terms of, 310-312, 
328-332. 
unilateral, 327. 
description, 328-332. 
essential terms, 330, 331. 
when rescission not allowed, 388, 
334. 

intention in, 334, 335. 
test of conditions, 334-338. 
assignment of, 340, 841. 

(See Assumpsit, Conditions.) 
Contdlctual remedies for rent, 891, 
392. 

Contiihutory negligence, 113,128. 
Conversion, 88, 98, 99, 148, 144. 
trespass to the 061*800 and, 96-99. 
who may sue for. (See Posses¬ 
sory Remedies.) 

Conveyance, 340-342, 855, 866, 367, 
372. 

Coparceners, 

but one heir, 350. 

Counter promise, 292, 304, 835. 
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Courts, 

legislative functions, 35, 36. 
functions of, 114, 115, 120-'129, 
160. 

judicial notice of facts, 151. 

Covenant, 

deed necessary, 265, but see 
281. 

ori^u of, 272, 273. 
against executors, 345. 
waiTanty became a, 377, 378. 
for title, effect of law of warranty 
on, 378. 

who entitled to benefit of, 378, 
379, 391, 401-405. 
release of, 379. 
easements created by, 393. 
running with the land, 393-409. 
on a deed of grant, 394. 
for a freehold, 400. 
to abate a mill, 400. 
going only with the estate in the 
land, 405. 

Creditor, 

might kill or sell debtor, 14. 

Crime, 53-56, 65, 75, 76, 278. 

Criminal attempts, 65-70. 

Criminal law, 

object of the, 49. 

Culpability. (See Blameworthiness.) 

Custom of the realm, 187, 190, 
192. 

Damage, 

that an act followed by, is suffi¬ 
cient for liability, 81 -88 ; em¬ 
ir 89-107. 

in trespass to property, 97-99. 
in contract, 301, 302. 

Danger, 

of an act, the test of criminality, 
68-70, 75. 

of harm generally makes an act 
legally wrong, 162. •' v 

Dangerous, 

acts may be punishable, tho\^h 
the danger was not known, 
58. 

conduct not blameworthy may be, 
148. 

Debt, 

against jailers, 177. 
aaiu to detinue, 252, 270. 
wager of law, 252, 288. 
history of, 262-271. 


Debt, (con£d) 

consideration in, 258, 254, 285, 
296. 

modes of trial in, 254, 255. 
simple contract, 258. 
secta in, 262-264. ' 

did not spring from a promise, 
264. 

what was a, 270, 271. 
supplanted by assumpsit, 252, 
288. 

promise in, 289. , 

contract precedent in, 285, 296. 
of donor, in Lombard law, 357. 
rights and duties of heir and ex¬ 
ecutor as to, 347, 352, 371. 
Debtor, 

insolvent, might be sold or killed, 
14. 

Deceit, 132-137, 169. 

Deeds, 

construction of, 126. 
necessary to bind a surety, 28(X 
Deliveiy, 

in bailment, 176-180, 186, 191, 
, 192, 196, 197. 

in sales, 233. 

as a consideration, 290-292, 
295. 

Deodauds, 7, 24-26. 

Dependency, 

in contracts, 334-339. 
Depositary, 174, 234. 

Depositura, 175, 

Deposit vaults, 
not insurers, 203. 

Description, 828-332, 335, 386. 
Desh^riter, 

used for “sell,” 356. 

Detinue, 

supplanted by case, 183, 184. 
debt akin to, 252, 270. 

(See Possessory Remedies.) 
Detiiment, 

as a consideration, 268, 271, 287, 
290-292. 

Devise, * 

freedom of, 358, 370. 
residuary, 344. 

Devisee, 

in Roman law, 362. 
qvMsi heir, 360, $70, 891. 

Imd debt for rent, 891. 

Disseisin, 

rent capable of, 240^ 
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Disseiaor, 

not a successor,* 868, 881, 390. 
rifflits of, 881, 886, 408, 407, 408. 
pbli^^oQS of, 889, 896, 407, 408. 
Distinctions, 

of the law, 127. 

Distress, 

for services, 898. 

Dogs, 

owner not answerable for, 22, 28, 


liable for debts of, in Lom¬ 
bard law, 857. 

{Bw Heir.) 

Duel, 

in debt, 256. 

Duties, 

legal, 219, 220. 

Easement, 

possession of, 240, 382, 385. 
inheritance in, 853, 365. 
joinder of times, 353, 365. 
law of, chiefly Roman, 367. 
growth of law of, 382. 
nature of, 383, 385, 386, 
rights of assigns as to, 387, 401. 
created by covenant, 393. 

M ectmeut, 244. 
evators, 

grain, not insurers, 203. 
Employers, 231. 

(See Servant.) 

Enemy, 

loM by public, 177, 199, 201. 
Equity, 

as to false representation, 136,137. 
Equivalency, 336. 

Escheat, 390, 408. 

Estate, 852, 376, 401. 

Estovers, 402. 

Eviction, 

remedy for, 878. 

Evidence, 

rulinn on, 120, 121. 
Executedconside?ation, 286,295-297. 
Executor, 344-347, 350, 352, 371. 
Executory agreements, 258. 
Expediency, 

0 the source of law, 85, 36, 68. 
,Experience 

fixes the test of liability, 56, 147, 
149-162, 158, 162, 

Expiation^ 11, 12. 


117 

Dofioj, 

donee 


Fact, 

questions of law and. 

(See Court; Jury.) 
the b^is of rights, 239, 289. 
Factors, 181, 198, 228. 

False charges, 189-142. 

False representation. (See Agent; 

Fraud.) 

Familia, 

continued to the heir, 843, 861. 
Family law, 342, 343, 346, 355. 
Fault. (See Blameworthiness.) 

Fee, 

each is a distinct persona, 351. 
Felony, 57-59. 

trespass and, 85, 87. 

Feudal system, 

successions under, 350, 851. 
Finder, 

has possessory remedies, 171, 
222-225, 237. 

Forbearance to sue, 305. 

Force and arms, 84, 101. 

Foresight, 

in criminal liability, 53-60, 64, 
66 , 76, 130. 

in civil liability, 92-96, 103, 110, 
133, 146, 147, 161. 

Fraud, 132-137, 281, 308, 311, 316, 
323-328. 

Freight, 30, 31. 

Gans, 

theory of possession, 208. 

General issue, 85, 101. 

German theories 
of bailment, 168. 
of possession, 206-208, 211, 218, 
219, 234. 

Gift, 

a succession, 862, 365, 366. 

God, 

act of,^99, 201, 202. 

Grain elevators, 203. 

Grantee, 

hcres used for, 356. 
made an heir, 856. 

(See Assign.) 

Grantor, 

' bound to warrant, 872-375. 
Gratuitous bailment, 173, 174» 179^ 
195. 

Gross negligence, 120. 

Growth of law, 1, 5, 85-38, 127t 
167, 243. 
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Guests, 227. 

Guilt. (See Blameworthmess.) 

Hann, 144, 145, 156. 

Hegel, 

theory of punishment, 42. 
of possession! 207. 

Heir, 

identification of ancestor and, 

843, 346-349, 352, 353, 369. 
executor descended from Roman, 

844. 

takes real estate, 346. 
rights and duties as to debts, 
347, 348, 352, 371. 
purchaser and, 355, 356. 
freedom of choice of, 358. 
in Roman law, 360, 361. 
legatee qttasi an, 862. 
devisee qtuisi an, 869. 
rights and duties as to warranty, 
347, 349, 372, 395. 
assigns said to be quasi^ 873, 376, 
377. 

had debt for rent, 391. 
bound by a use, 407. 
had benefit of a use, 408. 
Hereditaments, 
incorporeal, 390. 

Heres, 

used for ** grantee,” 356. 

Heritor, 

used for purchase,” 856. 

Hirer, 171, 175. 

Hom^e, 351. 

Homicide, 56-61. 

Hostages, 248-250. 

House lot not alienable, 357. 

Hnon, 

romance of, 248. 

Identification, 

in contract, 812. ^ 

of heir and ancestor, 343, 846- 
349, 352, 353, 369. 
of buyer and seller, 368. 

(See Assign.) 

Ignorance, 

effect of, on blameworthiness, 

66 . 

Ignorantia juris neminem excusat, 
47, 48, 125. 

Ihering, 

theory of possession, 208* 
Illegality. *^48, 149. 


mplication, 

of intent and &nsideration, 134. 
nanimate things, 

procedure against, 7-11, 19, 21, 
24, 25. ( 

ndemnity, 40, 146. 
ndian Contract Act, 297. 
ndictment and appeal, 39. 
ndividuals, . 

sacrificed to the community, 43. 
.nfancy, « 

iu tort, 109. * 

njuries, 

unintentional. (See Accident.) 
certain, permitted, 144, 145, 148. 
uheritance, 

in prescription, 362, 367. 

(See Heir.) 

Innkeej)ers, 16, 187, 190, 199. 
Insanity, 

in tort, 109. 

Insurer, 

coiiiuion carrier, now an, 199- 

201 . 

Intelligence, 

* ordinary, required, 108-110, 
Intent, 

in ciiminal law, 53, 64-76, 130. 
in civil liability, 4, 80, 85-88, 
97-99, 188-146, 169. 
iu posse.ssioT), 216, 218-227. 
in contract, 334, 335. 

Intentional harms, 

sometimes permitted, 144, 145, 
156. 

Intentional wrongs, 3, 4, 101, 161. 
Interpretation, 302. 

Issue, 

general, 85, 101. 

Jailer, 177, 250. 

Joinder of times, 362-368. 

Judicial cognizance, 151. 

Juif.ta, 102, 114. 

Jury, 

province of, 102, 114, 115, 122- 
129, 135, 160.* 
origin of trial by, 262, 268. 
Justification, 

In malicious prosecution, 141,142. 
Kant, 

theory of possession, 206,207,209. 
King, 

jurisdiction of the, 84,101. 
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Knowledge, 

of the law, 47T 48, 125. 
in criminal liability, 53-60, 130, 
131. 

*in civil liability, 133, 146, 147, 
155. 

of falsity in deceit, 135-137. 
in slander, 139. 
in ijjsilicious prosecu¬ 
tion, 141, 142. 

•in contracts, 304. 

Land, 

bound to laud, 383, 384. 
may have rights, 383-385. 
bound by the services, 388. 
Langdcll, 

as to contracts by letter, 305, 
as to equivalency, 336. 

Larceny, 69-74. 

breaking bulk, 176, 224. 
servant may commit, 226. 
property in, 223, 243. 

Law, 

Wsed on experience, 1, 213, 312. 
questions ot fact and. (See Couft, 
Jury ) 

standards of the, 50, 51, 61, 62, 
108-113,125,135-137,162,324. 
of torts, object of, 144. 
and moral.s, 162. 
the manner of its growth, 1, 5, 
35-38, 127, 167. 
process of specitication, 111-113, 
121, 134. • 

deals with manifested facts, 234, 
238. 

(See Sanction.) 

Lawsuit, 

tran.sfer of, 359. 

Legatee, 

qvAim an heir, 362. 

Letter, 

contract by, 305-307. • 

Lien, 

on ship, 27-38. 

Lights, * 

ancient, 128. 

Leasehold, 

assignment of, 293. 

Lagatarius, 362, 369. 

Legislative function of the courts, 35, 
36. 

Letter, 

contracts by, 305-307. 


Lombard law, 
transfers, 357. 
warranty, 372. 

Lost property, 

procedure for recovery of, 168,180. 
possession of, 222, 223, 225. 
Lucri causa, 73, 74. 

Main prisors, 249. 

Malice, 

in criminal law, 52, 53, 62-64, 
76, 130. 

in tort, 79, 138-145. 

Malicious mischief, 62-64. 

Malicious prosecution, 140-142. 
Manor, 

rent parcel of the, 389. 
Manslaughter, 59-62. 

Mamage, 

as a consideration, 268, 287» 296, 
297. 

Master, 

liability for servant’s torts, 6-10, 
15-20, 90, 228, 230. 
possession by servant, 226. 
may sue servant in trespass for 
conversion, 227. 

Measure of damages in contract, 301. 
Mcmoi-andum in writing, 302. 

Mill acts, 148. 

Misadventure, 

homicide by, 56, 60. 

Mischief, 

malicious, 62-64. 

Misrepresentation in contract, 808, 
311, 31.5, 322-325. 

Mistake, 

in trespass, 99. 

in contract, 308-312, 315, 328. 
Mixed questions, 

of law and fact, 122. 

Moral element, 

im cii»il liability, 79, 96, 110^ 
132-138, 141-144, 161, 162. 
Motion, 

deodand, 25, 26. 

Motive, 

in tort, 133, 141-148. 
in contract, 298, 294, 326. 
Murder, 51-62. 

Name, 

proper, 809, 310, 812. 
Negligence, 

in torts, 79-81, 112, li7« 
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Negligence, (cAmCd) 

said to lie iuimaterial in trespass, 
82-88 ; contra, 81^-107. 
standanl of, 107, 111, 112, 120, 
127, 128. 

functions of court and jury as to, 

115, 120-129. 
contributory, 113, 128. 

to let a house inlc(;tcd with small¬ 
pox, 121. 

in bailment, 183, 184, 200. 
in a common calling, 203, 283. 
indictment for, 276, 278. 
after an undertaking, 276-284. 
Nonfoasance, 183, 184, 278, 285. 

Not guilty, 85, 101. 

Novel disseisin, 210. 

Noxfie deditio, 8-15, 156. 

Oath, 

in the action to recover stolen 
property, 168. 
promissory, 247. 

Obligations, 

])ossession of, 238. 

Offer, 

acceptance of, 303. 

Omissions, 

liability for, 82, 183, 184, 278- 
285. 

Owner, 

had possessory remcdie.s, 167. 

(See Animals, Cattle, Slaves.) 
Ownership, 

analysis of, 115, 216, 244-246. 
Parol, 

party not obliged by, 296. 
evidence in contract, 302. 

Patent, 

analogous to ownership, 245. 
Paterfamilias, 343. 

X^GftCG 

breach of, 84, 101. 

Perfornnmee, 

impossible by acts of God, 2C2. 
specific, 300, 301. 
of a promise, 313, 321, 322, 333- 
336. 

Peril, 

when a man acta at his, 79, 112, 

116, 140, 146, 149, 1.50, 153, 
154, 156-158, 163. 

that a man acts at his, 82-88 ; 
contra^ 89-107. 


I Person, 

I trespass on latid and to the, 97- 
99. 

limited liability of certain, 109. 
master and servant are one, 232. 
Persona, 232, 343, 350, 351. 
Personal, 

estate goes to executor, 346. 
liability of owner, 16-18. 

Pignus, 175. 

Pledge, 176, 244. 

Pleilges, 

to pro.secute, 249. 

Policy, jaiblic, 

the ground of criminal liability, 
40, 41, 48, 59, 68. 
in civil liability, 35, 36, 96, 96, 
110 . 

in law of ejuriers, 181, 198, 204, 
205. 

Possession, 206-226, 234-239, 241, 
244, 246. 

of wihl animals, 212, 217. 
agent to hold, 232. 

German theories of, 206-208, 211, 
218, 219, 234. 
bailees have, 174, 175, 221. 
bailor has not, 174, 175, but see 
224. 

when a servant has, 226. 
of gratuitous liailee, 173, 243. 
of rights, 238-241, 340. 
continuance of, 235-238. 
ill trcspas.s and ejectment, 244. 
Possessor, 

wrougfid, had possessory reme- 
dic.s, 241, 242. 

wrongful, not a successor, 366, 
368. 

of land had easements, 885, 886. 
wdieii bound by warranty, 395. 
Possessory 

remedies, 16.5-175, 180, 211, 241, 
o 242. 

remedies for rent and services, 
389, 390. 

rights, continuaiice of, 215, 216. 
Post-office, 

in contracts by letter, 806. 
Pnedium non persona servit, 883. 
Prescription, • 

title by, 245. 

effect of inheritance in law 
353, 362. 

proi»erly personal, 867. 
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Prescription, (conn’d) 

joinder of tinfts in, 364, 865, 867, 

868 . 

buyer and seller identified, 365, 

, 368. 

instances of, 392. 
said to be a good specialty, 394. 
Presentment, 40. 

]*rc.suinption, 

of intent or consideration, 134. 

^ of malice in slander, 138. 
Prarention, 

the object of punishment, 42-49, 
55, 56, 61, 62, 67-70. 

Principal. (See Agent.) 

Privileged communication, 138, 139. 
Privity, 349, 368-370, 375, 376, 379, 
380, 391, 399, 404, 405. 
Probable cause, 115, 140. 

Piocedure, 

in growth of substantive law, 253, 
254. 

Profert, 349. 

Prohibition, 

and taxation, 148. 

Promise, 253, 280, 289-306. • 

subsequent, 286, 295-297. 
performance conditional, 813, 
333-339. 

Promissory, 

oath, a contract, 247. 
note, consideration, 294. 

Proof, 

burden of, 114. 

Proper name, 309, 310, 812. 
Property, 

ti'espass to, 97-99, 153, 154. 
recovery of lost or stolen, 165— 
168, 180. 
analysis of, 215. 
in larceny, 223, 248. 
original acquisition of, 245. 
Proposal, 298. 

Prosecution, • 

malicious, 140-142. 

Provocation, 61, 62. 

PrttdenCe, * 

ordinal^, required, 108-111. 
Public. (See Calling ; Policy.) 
Puchta, 

• theory of possession, 208. 
Punishment, 

object of, 40—49, 56,59,61,66-68. 
Purchase, 

htnJUfr used for, 356. 


Purchaser, 

from bailee, 169, 
heir and, 355. 

Quality, 331, 336. 

Quid pro quo, 253, 254. 

Rape, 

attempt to commit, 68. 

Real conti’acts, 266. 

Real estate, 

trespass on, 83, 97-99. 
who takes, 346, 
definition of, 350. 

Recklessly, 

meaning of, 136. 

Recognizance, 262. 

Recovery, 

of lost or stolen property, 166- 
168, 180. 

Reformation, 

in punishment, 42. 

Relationship, 

in Roman law, 360. 

Release, 

of covenant, 379. 

Remainders, 352. 

Remedies. (See Possessory.) 

Rents, 240, 369, 388-392. 

Repair, 

covenant to, 402, 403. 

Replevin, 

special property in, 242. 
Representation, 

in contract, 318, 314, 827, 828. 
fraudulent, 132, 134, 136, 137, 
322-328. 

Repugnancy, 

in terms of a contract, 310-812, 
828-832. 

in cases of executed considera* 
^ tion, 295-297. 

Remission 

of a contract, 388, 884. 
Residuary 

bequests and devises, 844. 
Responsibility 

lor acts, theory of absolute^ 82- 
88 ; am<ra, 89-107. 
Retaliation, 

the origin of liability, 2-4, 87. 
Retribution, 

in punishment, 42, 45, 47. 
Reversioner, 352. 
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Revocation, 806, 307. 

Reward, 

when can be recovered, 294. 

(See Bailment; Consideration.) 
Rights, 

analysis of legal, 214, 219, 220, 
239, 289. 

possession of, 238-241, 340. 
transfer of, 340, 354, 409. 
may belong to land, 383-386. 
by prescription, 392, 393. 
Ripuarian Franks, 

transfers in law of, 357. 

Robbery, 

in bailment, 178, 179. 

Rogron, 

theory of servitudes, 383. 

Roman law, 
accident, 4. 
agency, 232. 
bailment, 175, 209. 
bankruptcy, 361. 
capture, 218. 
hidden treasure, 224 n. 
infancy, 109. 
mantirae lien, 33. 
noxoR deditio, 8-15. 
personal liability of ma.ster and 
owner, 15, 16. 
possession, 209, 235. 
real contracts, 266. 
sales, 354. 

servitudes, 383, 384. 
successions, 342, 343, 361-366. 
Rules of the law. (See Staudard.s.) 
Rulings, 

on evidence, 120, 121. 

Sale, 

incomplete, supposed origin of 
contract, 251. 
ofiioial witnesses, 255, 256. 
warranty of quality, 33^*. 
a succession, 362-366, 
description in contracts of, 335, 
386. 

in early Roman law, 354. 

Salic law, 

transfers in, 356, 357. 

Sanction, 

liability to an action as a, 81, 82, 
146, 149. 

Savimy, 

theory of possession, 207,218,236. 
as to origin of contract, 251. 


Seal, 

contracts undel^ 134, 254, 258. 
273. 

use of,’ 261, 272, 278. 
once necessary to a contract, 2^0. 
Secta, 257, 262-266. 

Security, 

giving of, when a condition, 387. 
Seduction, 

action for, 240. 

Self-j»reference, , 

not punished, 47. < 

Sell, 

desheriter used for, 356. 

Seller, 

bound to warrant, 372. 
buyer succeeded to, 354, 355, 
363-366, 373. 

Servant, 

factor, treated as, 181, 228. 
has not ))ossession, 226-228. 
status still like a slave's, 228. 
(See Agency ; Master.) 

feudal, 351, 388-393. 

Servitude, 

contract not a, 300. 

(Sec Easements.) 

Shaw, 

Chief Justice, 106. 

Sheriff, 

his jurisdiction, 84, 101. 

Ship, 

•ersonification of, 26-33. 
icn on, 26-33. • 
owners, liability of, 6, 15, 18^ 
25-33. 

Singular succession, 359. 

(See Assign; Heir; Succession.) 
Shop, 

prof»erty dropped in a, 222. 
Slander, 138-140, 158, 159. 

Slaves, 

liability of, 7-10, 15, 17, 19. 

(See Agency; Master.) 

Special 

damages in conti^ct, 301. 
property, 242, 248. 

Specialty, 

prescription said to be a anfll* 
cieni^ 394. ♦ 

Specific 

performance, 300, 801. 
bequests and devises, 344. 

Squib case, 88, 92. 
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Standards, 

of the law, 60* 61,61,76,108,110, 
111, 116, 123-128, 135, 137, 
139, 142, 144, 162, 309, 324. 

- functions of court and jury as 
. to, 123-129. 

Statute, 

matter of fact, 150,151. 
Succession, 

after death, 340-353. 

^ example of singular, 359. 

^n conveyance, 353-409. 
in prescription, 362, 363, 367, 
368. 

in warranty, 374-381. 
privity means, 375, 376, 404. 
in covenants for title, 378-381, 
401. 

in uses and trusts, 407-409. 
Successors, 

executors and administrators are 
universal, 345, 346. 
so heir in Human law, 361. 
assigns, quasi, 409. 

Suit, 257, 262-265. 

Surety, 248, 249, 260, 264, 269, £80, 
287, 371. 

Surrender, 

of olfending object, 9, 15, 18, 36. 
Suns in writs, 210 n. 2, 242. 

Taxation, 

prohibition and, 148. 

Tenant, 352, 389, 390. 

Terms, • 

in a contract, when essential, 830, 
331. 

repugnancy in, 310-312,328-332. 
Theft. (See Larceny.) 

Title, 

in possessory actions, 209, 210. 
covenants for, 378-380. 

Tort, (See Intent; Negligence; 
. Trespass.) ^ 

and breach of contract, 13, 14. 
object of law of, 79, 144. 
malice in,»79, 138-142, 145. 
assumpsit in actions of, 81, 188, 
275-286. 

Transaction, 

* witnesses, 256, 257, 262. 

of rights, 340, 364, 409. 
early Roman form of, 364. 
in Salic law, 356, 357. 


Transfer, (co7i<’d) 

in Uipuarian law, 357. 
in Lomlmrd law, 357. 
in Anglo-Saxon law, 358-360. 
two principles of, 393. 

Tresimss, 

origin of, 8, 4, 101, 102. 
liability in, 77-107, 110, 146, 
146, 161. 

general issue iu, 85, 101. 
and case, 81, 90, 91. 
on land, 83, 85, 97-99, 153. 
possession sufticient for, 244. 
by bailor, 171, 172. 
de bmis, title a defence in, 210. 
would not lie against one in pos¬ 
session, 275. 

Trover, 83, 97-100, 143, 144, 242. 
Trust, 

<lisseisor not bound by, 408. 
devisable and alienable, 409. 
escheat, 408. 

Unavoidable. (See Accident.) 
Undertaking. (See Assumpsit.) 
Unilateral contracts, 327. 
Unintentional wrongs, 80, 81, 110. 

(See Accident.) 

Universal succ:essors, 

executors and administrators are, 
345, 346. 

so heir in Roman law, 361. 
UiiLversitas, 

sale of, 361, 362. 

Use, 

requires privity, 899, 407. 
benefit of, went to the heir, 408. 
alienable and devisable, 408, 409. 

Vengeance, 

the basis of liability, 2-5, 9-15, 
34, 37, 40, 41, 46. 

Vi et ai-mis, 84, 101. 
liBid ^ntracts, 308-315. 

Voidable contracts, 315-339. 
‘\^oluntary act. (See Peril.) 

Wager, 

on a past event, 804. 
of law, 184, 261, 263, 288. 
Warranty, 260, 371-878. 
deceit for breach of, 185. 
in contracts, 329, 331, 386. 
rights and duties of heir as to, 
847, 349, 372. 
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Warranty» (con/’rf) 

who entitled to benefit of, 873- 
377, 386, 387. 

succession in, 374-377, 399. 
effect of, on other covenants, 378. 
personal, 395. 

oinding particular land, 395. 
and covenant, 399, 400. 

Warren, 

not appendant to the manor, 397 
Whale-fishery, 
customs of, 212. 

Will, 

^nt*s theory of the freedom o 
the, 207. 


Wills, 

construction off 126. 
borrowed from Rome, 844. 
of land, when allowed, 370. 
Windscheid, 

his theory of possession, 208. * 
Witnesses, 

trial by, 265-257, 261-263. 
Writing, 

proof by, 257 n. 1, 261, 264, 
271-273. 

Writs, 274. 

Wrongs. (See Tre.spass.) 
Wrong-doing. (See Blameworthi¬ 
ness.) 








